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1. Chuong 1

“Chi Chuong, chi dimg gian . . . . Khong phéi em ¢ ¥ ma.” Tham Trimg cudi liy long.

Ngudi phu nit trung nién ngoéi bén canh dang ding dnh méit tée lita nhin cdu, nhin sao ciing thiy ré rang
la dang gidn dén néi khong thanh 16i, dudi tinh hudng d6, tho trang diém tinh tinh hoat bat hay néi ciing
khong ddm mé miéng, khua ngén tay xinh dep, yén ling trang diém that nhanh cho Tham Trimg. That ra
khong phai Tham Trimg da dén d6 tudi can phai ding son phan dé che gidu vét tich ciia thoi gian, chi 1a dé
lén hinh dep, it nhiéu ciing can chit phan.

Trong tinh trang nguy hiém diy cing thing ctia ho, tho trang diém sau khi lam xong cho cau, lap ttc thu
don, thitc thoi chuon le khéi phong trang diém.

Tham Trimg vuon tay, gidt nhe tay do ciia Chuong Trudng Bich, #n néi nhé nhe: “Chi Chuong . . . 7

“Puong nhién khong phéi cau ¢b §! Lan nao cdu chang néi vay!” Chuong Trudng Bich lita gidn ngap troi
quét 1én, “Truéc day t6i da néi gi v6i cdu, mich long ai ciing khong dude mich 1ong nha dau tu, két qud
thi thé nao ha!” C6 nghién rang nghién 1gi, “Khéng phai da théa thuan gan nhu xong xudi r6i sao, chi con
thiéu chua ky hgp dong thoi, két qua cau lai di lam mich long ngudi ta, ddi phuong lap ttc déi giong doi
tim ngdi sao tré trung hon cau dé lam ngudi phat ngon!”
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“Um . . . ” Tham Tring t6 ra bdi r6i, thoang chan chir, cudi ciing nhé giong néi rd véi ¢d: “Em cling danh
chiu tho6i.”

“Tham Trimg, cdu ndm nay da hai muoi by, cAu mudn cit tiép tuc ngé ngan t6i khong phan dbi, nhung
khoéng c6 ai giéng nhu cdu vdy, thit da t6i miéng con nhd ra!” Chuong Trudng Bich néi véi giong déy cam
tufc “Ong ta thich dan éng, cau dé 6 ong ta dung cham mAy cai thi sé chét ha? Chua ting nghe cAu ném mat
nam gai sao! Néu cdu nhat quyét mudn té vé thanh cao, thi sao lai budc chan vao gi6i nay hal”

Tro 1y Tiéu Pong dimg bén canh nhin thiy tinh hinh cang lic cang té, cb lay diing khi dé hoa giai, “Chi
Chuong, diy ciing khong phai 16i clia anh Tham dau, chi tai hom ay ong kia that sy . . . . hoi qui ddng”
cau néi mot cach chung chung, dé dit tiép tuc, “Hon nita, du c6 déi ngudi phat ngdén, khong phéi cling 14
ngoi sao trong cong ty ching ta sao? It nhit ciing 14 phit sa khong chdy ruéng ngoai . . . .7

“Ping néi ngu vay ch!” Chuong Truong Bich ngit 16i Tiéu Pong, lai lusm Tham Tritng, giong néi mang
y trach cit: “Trong céi gidi nay, cdu cho la c¢6 ai khong duwa vao ngusi khac ma c¢6 cdng viéc had? Cau, thi
nhat khong phai con trai clia 6ng chii céng ty giai tri, thit hai khong cé lay nita méi quan hé quen biét, dén
cé bi ngudi khac dung cham méy céi cling khéng chiu duge, cudi cung cdu dinh ngd nghéch nhu vay lin 16n
dén ltc nao ha?”

“Thién Poan Luc Nguyét Vi, con c¢é thién vuong Trau Péng . . . . ciing khong cé lén giuong véi nguoi
khéc.” Tham Tring nhé giong 1y 1é.

“Pé 1a vi ho vira ra mét da ndi tiéng! Ngudi ta c¢6 ban linh c¢é thuc luc, cAu c6 khong? Néu cau c6 thé dat
duge mot gidi thudng anh dé, ai lai bat cau di xudng nude cau toan? Coéng ty cung cdu con cung khong kip
kia!” Chuong Trudng Bich chi han cdu ngu ngdc day mai khong hiéu, cbc dau cau, “Cau da hai muoi bay
tudi, van dién mai nam phu, trong tay cting chi ¢6 mot chuong trinh ¢b dinh, cit tiép tuc nhu vy, toi thay
c6 1é cong ty tha hity hop dong trude thoi han ciing khéng can mdt mén hang 16 vén nhu cau!”

Chuong Trudng Bich néi dén day, vanh mét cing ting d6, hoi thé hén hén, thé hién ré ban than co dang rat
gian.

Tham Trimg khong dam cai lai, voi vang liéc mat ra hiéu, trg Iy Tiéu Pdng 1ap ttc hidu ¥, rét ly nude, lua
16i khuyén gidi: “Chi Chuong ding gidn nita, thudng xuyén néng gian dé bi xuat hién nép nhin dé, udng
miéng tra b6t néng nao” néi xong, diu Chuong Trudng Bich dang bbc lita himg huc ngdi xudng ghé, xong
voi va bung nudc lai.



Sau mét lic lau, sdc mat Chuong Trudng Bich cudi cling cing d3 hon, chi 14 khi d6i mat Tham Tring van
13 vé vita gidn vita trach, Tham Trimg sau khi cdn nhic dang hoang méi nhe giong néi: “Chi Chuong, em
biét chi tét v4i em . . . . Lan nay la do em khong biét ¢b ging, chi dimg tur lam khd minh.”

Chuong Trudng Bich nghe cAu nhan 15i, hit mét tiéng, xong khong néi gi.

Tham Tritmg chi danh tiép tuc cb gdng, “Em hiéu, chi Chuong da phai tén bao nhiéu cong stic méi ¢ duge
cong viéc nay, em ciing rat biét on . . . . Chi la ngay d6, ddi phuong thit su qué vo6 1§, em nhét thoi quén
phéi nhan nhin . . . ” ciu nin nat 6c, c6 ging t6 ra vé dy ndy, hbéi han néi: “Péu 1 161 ctia em, lan sau sé
khong vay nita dau.”

Chuong Trudsng Bich tritng cdu, 14t sau méi thoi tam titc, “Dién xuit ciia cdu chinh 13 té thé day.”
Dot nhién bi vach mit, Tham Tring danh phai chot da cudi trir.

Ding lic nay, c¢6 nhan vién dimg ngoai go cita, mdi cau dén studio, chuong trinh da chuan bi bat dau ghi
hinh, Tham Tritng nhu trat duge ganh ning, voi vang ding day di ra ngoai, Chuong Trudng Bich khéng
cam long nhin theo cdu, manh miéng néi: “Tham Trimg, cadu ding tudng chuyén nay dén day 1a xong.

“Em biét, chi Chuong.” Tham Trimg cudi cudi, “Gid phai lam viéc roi, dé bita nao d6 em gat bd moi chuéng
ngai, ngoan ngoan nghe chi day bao.”

Cau di ra ngoai, trg Iy 14p ttic theo sau san tay déng cita lai, hai ngudi dong thdi thé phao mét hoi.
Tiéu Pdng thé dai, “Anh Tham . . . ”
“Anh biét cdu mubn néi gi” Tham Trimg tho ¢ xua tay, “Du sao cing la qua khit roi, dimg nhic t6i nita.”

That ra tinh hinh ngay hom 4y, khong don gian nhu Chuong Truong Bich néi, chic c¢6 khéng ré noi tinh.
Nhung ciing may 1 c¢6 khong biét, mdi lan nhé t6i ngay héom ay, Tham Trimg déu cdm thiy son gai b,
khong mubn ké cho ngusi khac nghe. Mich 1ong thi mich 1ong, hién tai nhé dén ban mit dang tém cta dbi
phuong, Tham Trimg méi phat hién, ky that cAu khong hé héi han vi da tit chdi thing mit.

Di t6i studio, Tham Trimg thit tap dé, buée vao noi dung canh phong bép, tuan tu lam theo qué trinh dién
tap, mot bén trinh bay cich nau, dong thoi chi din mét it meo nidu nudng, mot bén gon gang xit nhuyén
bip cai.

Chuong trinh nay bét dau tit miy ndm trudc, khi Tham Trimg méi t6t nghiép dai hoc ky hop ddng ra mét
dén tan bay gio, tuy chi 1a mdt chuong trinh ndu &n danh cho ba néi trg, nhung nao ngd lai nhan dugc su
hoan nghénh nhiét liét cia phu nit dit moi ltta tudi, cho nén kéo dai sudt may nam van chia két thic.

Béan than Tham Trimg xinh trai, d6i mat den ldy, khi néi chuyén luén luén mim cudi, lai c6 phong thai
khoan khoai trong sang nhu hoc sinh, k§ thuit bép nic cling 13 hang that gia that, trong chuong trinh khi
thi 1am mAy moén don gidn & nha, khi thi ché bién miy mén in dic sic, déu dé nhu trd ban tay, khong hé
kho khin, theo nhu hién tai thi sich day nau &n dung tén tudi cia chuong trinh nay xuit ban da dén quyén
thit ba, khong biét da tai ban dude may lugt, hién nhién kha duge hoan nghénh.

So vé tu cach dién vién, ciu gidng mot dau bép hon. Cau cho 1a vay.

Chi 1a trong gi6i nay, day von la chuyén thudng tinh, ngudi mau xuat ban sach day trang diém, dao dién
néi tiéng xudt ban tu truyén, cau xudt ban sich day ndu &n, dén ca than tuong hat ho trén san khau ciing
cho ra mit miy quyén sich anh, h& c¢6 chit danh tiéng, déu phai dua vao cdc 4n pham xudt ban dé nang
cao gi4 tri ban than. Tham Trimg mdt bén suy nghi, mot bén dé ¥ d6i dién éng kinh mim cudi, khoe ra cti
khoai tdy da dugc cit thanh cdc miéng déu nhau trén thét.

Dé phdi hop véi lich trinh ctia Tham Trimg, chuong trinh nay ghi hinh hai tudn mot 1an, mdi lan phai ghi
hinh lugng chuong trinh cho hai tuan, vy nén mdi lan phai quay chi it hai dén ba ngay méi xong. Tham
Trimg ban ron sudt tuan, mai méi c6 thoi gian nghi ngoi.

B6 phim truyén hinh quay lic truéc ciing da xong, nén hién tai cAu dang trong tinh trang vira lam vira nghi,
chiing 14 khéng lau sau, budc vao thdi gian tuyén truyen, xem ching sip chdm dit quang thoi gian roi rai.
Tham Tring & nha ngl thing mot gidc t6i tAn trua ngdy hom sau, cé chit nudi tiée suy nghi.



Cau ciing khong phai ngdi sao 1én, lan 16n trong nghé may nam, chi thuoc loai tam tam, dién khéng biét
bao nhiéu vai phu, chua cé lJdy mot lan lam dai dién cho bat ky thuong hiéu lén ndo, so véi nam dién vién
Ho#c Canh Dung déng chung phim lan trude ma néi, chiit danh tiéng &y cé thé néi 1a it éi dén nude khong
can tinh.

Ho#c Canh Dung va ciu, c6 thé néi 1a hai kiéu ngudi hoan toan khac biét.

Dau tién, Hodc Canh Dung tuéng mao banh bao, dién xuét ciing kha xuét sic, diéu nay ai ai ciing biét, nhé
nim ay ciu ta vita ra mit da dugc gidi dién vién méi xudt sic, vé sau lai ¢6 may lan nhan dugce dé cit anh
dé, tuy rang chua doat gidi, nhung ai ciing biét dy chi 14 vin dé thai gian ma thoi, cudi cling ciing sé c6
mot ngdy cau ta doi vong nguyét qué dang ngai, tré thanh anh dé danh chinh ngdn thuan.

Lai phai néi, Hoic Canh Dung xuét than tit tang 16p thuong Iwu, ngudi khéc thi dan theo ngudi dai dién va
trg 1y di thit vai, chi c6 cau ta 1a mang theo nha dau tu. Cau ta toan lua kich ban theo sé thich, hiing 1én
thi di1 13 tdc pham phim nghé thuit doanh thu khéng cao ciing chiu chi mét khoang tién 1én dé dau tu, vi
Iy do nay, c6 mot sd dao dién khi tuyén vai chi hin cu ta khong chiu dén thit vai, nganh phim anh dang
dan tré nén tiéu didéu nhd vay ciing 161 kéo duge khong it nha dau tu.

Dang nhic t6i nhat, phai 1a tinh tinh khé cdu kinh ctia Hodc Canh Dung, va lai cAu ta con nhin khéng vira
méit Tham Trimg. Piéu nay da duge chimg thic phan nao, bat dau tit lic hai ngusi lam viéc chung.

Sau khi hop bdo tuyén truyén phim méi két thic, Tham Tritng dimg dudi san khau cam ly champagne, diing
ltc dang budn té, thi thoang thiy Hoic Canh Dung dang diing cich dé khong xa liée cu, cdu ciing khong
dé ¥ nhiéu, theo ban ning cudi than thién dap lai, chi thdy dbi phuong biéu cadm lanh nhat ngoanh mit di,
d6i v6i cau lam nhu khong théy, khong them dé ¥ t6i.

R6 rang tinh cdch khong tbt, lai luén t6 vé hiing hon moét cich duong nhién, that 1 lam ngudi khic ciing
hong. Tham Trung cAm thay hoi budn cudi, lai mang theo chit him mo. Ddi véi ngudi ¢é tién cb thé cé tai
nhu Hodc Canh Dung, budc vao cai gidi chi biét ninh hét nay, cang gidng nhu ca gip nudce, khong tén bao
nhiéu thoi gian dé boi lugn sinh dong. So v6i dbi phuong, Tham Trimg lai ving vay dén dé séng dé chét,
khoéng biét lic nao sé bi d4 bay khoi gidi nay.

Cau nghi t6i day, ciing khéng cdm thay budn khd, khée moi da tdp thanh théi quen ludn ludn cong lén,
biéu 16 vui vé, buéng ly rugu champagne trong tay xubng, trén duong di gip may ngudi quen biét thi bat
chuyén may cau, téi noi ding doi thang may. Cia thang méy vita khép duge mot nita, lai mé ra, Tham
Tring ngudc dau nhin, ¢6 hoi gidt minh.

Déi phuong nhin mit di vao, dua tay nhin tang trét, sic mit khéng dé nhin, lai khong néi tiéng nao.

R6 rang gip ngudi quen, nhung khong muén mé miéng néi chuyén, Tham Tritng ciing thuan theo déi phuong,
gitt im ling, bau khong khi trong thang méy roi vao yén tinh, ai ciing khéng lén tiéng. Lat sau, thang may
bdng ngtmg lai, nhung ctta lai khong nhu thudng ngay ma ra, Tham Tring cam thiy hoi la, dua tay an nit
m§ ctra, nhung cita van déng chit khong c6 ty phan ting nao.

“Thang méy gap sut c6?” cau tu minh lam nham.

Vita dit 161, dot nhién xung quanh t&i sam di, Tham Tring hoi siing s3, méi biét héa ra 1a dén trong thang
may bi tat.

Théng thuong, trong thang may hin phai c¢6 ngudn dién du phong, chi 14 khong biét tai vi sao, ngudn dién
du phong ctia thang méay nay khong hoat déng. Tham Trimg suc soi mot hodi trong béng dém, mdi nhé t6i
minh khong cé mang dién thoai di dong, ma da giao cho Tiéu Pong trude khi bat dau budi hop bao.

“Hodc tién sinh . . . ” trong tinh hudng nay, cAu khong mé miéng khéng dude, “Anh c6 dem theo dién thoai
di dong khong?”

Déi phuong van im ling khong lén tiéng, ngay vao lic Tham Trimg cam thiy ky quai thi bdng c6 ban tay
bit ldy tay cdu, nim khé chit, dén d6 Tham Trimg cdm gidc mot con dau nhéi truyén dén tir ngén tay.
Lic dinh mé& miéng béo ciu ta budng tay, ciu méi phat hién tay ctia Hodc Canh Dung lanh mot cich bat
thudng, hon nita hinh nhu con hoi run, thé 13 thitc thoi ngdm chit miéng, dé mic déi phuong nim tay.



Trong béng t6i kéo dai, khong ai mé miéng.
Hoéc Canh Dung khong néi lay mot tir, chi cé ban tay dang hét sitc ¢b chdp nim lay tay céu.

Tham Trimg thodng suy nghi, roi ndm lai tay d6i phuong, thit nhich dén gan hon, nhé giong an ti: “Khéng
sao dau, c6 1& chi 14 gip chit truc tric thoi, chic sé mau chéng c6 ngudi phat hién.”

Hoéc Canh Dung van im ling, hdi lau sau méi phan béac: “Lé khong ai phat hién?”

Tham Tritng “ . . 7

Hoéc Canh Dung khong chiu tit bé: “Ld trude lic moi ngusi phat hién ra, thang may roi xudng thi sao?”
Tham Tritg: “ . . . VAy ta chi ¢6 thé cé nan ciing chiu thoéi”

Hoéc Canh Dung khéng néi 15i nao.

Tham Trimg tham thd dai. Tuy rang giong di¢u ctia Hoac Canh Dung van nhu moi khi, nhung tit ban tay
dang ndm chit nhau cta hai ngudi, Tham Tring khéng can nhin cling ¢é thé cdm nhan duge ddi phuong
dang vo6 cling cing thing cling so hai. Tuy rang mot ngudi dan éng ma so ti thi c6 hoi budn cudi, nhung
trong bau khong khi nguy cap thé nay, Tham Tring hoan toan khéng cudi néi.

Trong béng dém, thoi gian nhu bi kéo dai vo tén, timg gidy timg phat tréi qua, Tham Trimg bat dau do
tuéng ban than da bi nhét hon nita ngdy roi. Vi roi vao khong gian t6i tam khong thiy gi trong thoi gian
dai, nén khi den sang lai, thang méay bat dau chay 1én, sau miy phut thi cita thang may dudec mé ra, Tham
Trimg cam gidc hai mét ciia minh bi 4nh sdng xung quanh kich thich nhu loa di.

Ho bi ép & chung trong mot cai thang méy bi truc tric, cudi ciing cling dugc tim ra.

Tham Trimg dui méit, cdm gidc tay minh bi vAy manh ra, ciing khong gian. Hodc Canh Dung khong thém
nhin dén ciu, voi va di vé phia ngudi dai dién dang lo ling nhin ciu ta, tuy rang nhin bé ngoai van céi kiéu
diém nhién nhu khéng 4y, nhung Tham Trimg lai nhan ra buéc chan ciia déi phuong c6 phan loang choang,
trong long khong khéi cdm thay buodn cudi.

“Anh Tham!” Tiéu Pdng day vé lo ling nén néng hoéi cdu, “Em con tudng anh vé trude rdi, khong tim thay
dau hét . . . . Sao anh lai bi nhét trong thang may vay?”

“Vi anh diing gan cita.” Tham Tring cudi cudi, hd hitng néi, “Di thoi”
Cau vd vd bui bam trén ngudi, nghe Tiéu Pong di sit bén huyén thuyén khong ngét tua nhu tiéng chim sé

riu rit: “Nghe néi cai thang may nay da bi truc tréc tit trude roi, nhung dai truyén hinh mai khéng chiu goi
ngudi dén béo tri, cho nén méi khién anh véi Hodc tién sinh bi nhét & tréong . . .

Tham Tring thudn miéng tra 15i cho qua, chot phéat hién bat thuong, héi lai: “Hém nay c6 nhiéu phéng
vién dén day, chang 1é khong ai phat hién chuyén nay sao?”

“Ngudi dai dién cua Hoéc tién sinh da truc tiép ép chuyén nay xudng rdi” Tiéu Pong luu loat tra 1i, “Vira
ndy c6 phéng vién mudn chup may tdm hinh, con néi diing lam tin ttc dau dé, danh thém mot vai trang
dang song song véi budi tuyen truyeén phim, chang qua déu bi ngudi dai dién va vé si ctia Hodc tién sinh moi
di rdi, cho nén chuyén nay chéic sé khéng ding béo dau.”

“Vay thi tot r6i.” Tham Trimg thé phao nhe nhém.

Cau cho rang chuyén nay ct vy ma két thic, lai khong ngd t6i, ky that chuyén nay con rat lau sau méi c6
thé goi 1a két thic.

May ngay sau, Tham Tring vita két thiic budi hop bdo tuyén truyen thi duge 1& phép mai 1én xe, Hodc Canh
Dung ngoi 6 ghé sau, buc bdi nhin cdu. Tai xé dong tdc nhanh nhen thay cau déng cita xe, dap chan ga
khéi dong xe, Tham Tritng nhin cinh duong phd luét qua cita xe, hoan toan khong biét chiéc xe nay dang
di vé phuong nao.

Xe chay vao mét khu dan cu, khong biét qua bao lau, xe nging lai, tai xé lam tron bén phan xudng xe, mé
ctta xe hai bén. Tham Trimg 1& phép cii dau cAm on, sau khi xuéng xe, nhin cin nha sang trong trude mit,
trong long nhat thoi cdm thiy ngip ngimg, “Pay la . . . 7



“Nha t61” Hodc Canh Dung git gong tra 15i.
Tham Tritng ngan ra, “Hofc tién sinh, tm . . . . Xin héi anh dan t6i téi day, rdt cude 1a c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Phién mudn chét, vao thi biét.” Hodc Canh Dung cé vé nhu khéng may kién nhan, “Con nita, khong phai
t6i maoi cau t6i”

Tham Trimg chi danh chiu dung nghi hofic ngo nguay trong bung, di theo sau lung Hodc Canh Dung, di
qua huyén quan, téi phong khéach rong 16n. Mot ngudi dan 6ng xa la ngoi trén so6 pha, do ching ba muoi,
nghe thay tiéng ctia ho, dong thdi budng hd so trong tay xubéng, ngang dau lén nhin. Tham Tring chi ¥ t6i,
ngoai hinh ngudi nay v6 cing gidng Hodc Canh Dung, nhung tuéng mao thi khéng theo kiéu dep nhu Hoéc
Canh Dung, tréi lai thién vé cAm gidc nam tinh manh mé, phong do6 chitng chac hon.

Déi phuong nhu phét hién tam m&t dang quan sat cta Tham Trimg, mot doi con ngusi den nhin vé phia
cau, ung dung dtng diy, vitng vang néi: “Xin chao, t6i 13 Hoac Canh Than.”

Thay dbi phuong dang di vé phia ciu, vuon tay, Tham Triing ciing voi va dua tay ra, bat tay ddi phuong.
Tay ctia Hodc Canh Than rat to, khép xuong khé 16 rét, stic tay kha 16n, Tham Trimg cb kiém ché cing
thang ndy lén trong nguc, binh tinh quan sit d6i phuong, cdm thiy dau 6c quay cudng.

Tuy rang khong cé himg thi v6i miy chuyén 14 cai trong gi6i giai trf, nhung gia canh ciia Hodc Canh Dung
that su qua ndi tiéng, Tham Trimg ciing biét mot it. Nam xwa nha ho Hodc 1ap nghiép nhd chimg khoan,
sau nay chuyén thanh céng ty ¢ phan tai chinh, cdc cong ty truc thudc cé ngan hang, chiing khoéan, cong ty
béo hiém di loai, su nghiép phat trién nhu diéu gip gié, miy nim trudc con thanh cong sit nhap véi mot
ngan hang nao dé ctia Thugng Hai, ndm git gan 80% c6 phan ngan hang, ngusi thue hién du 4n sit nhap
d6 1a Hoac Canh Than, chinh 13 anh hai ctia Hodc Canh Dung.

“Xin chao, Hofic tién sinh.” Tham Trimg khong phét hién tiéng ndi ctia ban than cé vé yéu 6t.

Bét ngd dude nhin thdy ngudi binh thudng chi cé thé thay trén tap chi hodc TV, Tham Triing cim thay
ban than du c¢6 cing thing va ling ting cing la viée rdt binh thudng. Nhung nhé dén 16i néi ban niy clia
Hoéc Canh Dung, nghi ngd trong long cdu lai cang dang cao. Néu ngudi mdi ciu dén khong phai Hofic Canh
Dung, ching 1& 13 Hodc Canh Than sao? Truyén cudi niy khong dang budn cudi ti nao, khién khée miéng
ctia Tham Trimg giat giat.

Hodc Canh Than gat dau véi cau, “Moi ngdi”
Tham Tring im ling ngdi xuéng mot bén.

Hoéc Canh Dung khéng ngdi xubng, biu moéi, buc doc néi: “Anh hai, em da mang ngudi vé theo ¥ anh roi
d6, duge chua ha? Em con c¢6 viéc, di truée day.” ndi xong, cadu voi va xoay ngudi, ¢t nhu dinh di ngay.

“Canh Dung.” ngit di¢u ctia Hodc Canh Than khong cho phép cu cai, “Ngdi xubng.”

Hodc Canh Dung quay phét lai, vé mét khéng chit ndo gidu giém su buc boi clia ban than, lai quay qua
luom Tham Trimng. Tham Trimg khong hiéu gi cd, Hoic Canh Dung nghién ring, xoay ngudi, sai budc di
t6i chd s6 pha, ngdi § vi tri cdch xa Tham Trimg nhat.

Tham Trimg cAm thay hoi budn cudi.

Chéng qua thiy canh tuong chic chi ¢6 thé nhin thiy & céc cip anh em binh thuong, Hodc Canh Dung tinh
tinh khé chiéu, nhung & truéc mat anh 16n, tuyét déi khéng dam gan buéng, dbéi phuong néi mot cau, cau
ta chi c6 thé ngoan ngodn lam theo, néu nhu dé ngudi ngoai nhin thay, chi sg sé bi giat minh dén ndi nghen
hong nhin tran trdi.

“Cau Tham.” Hodc Canh Than lén tiéng bit chuyén véi cau.
Tham Trimg hdi phuc tinh than, v6 thic tra 16i: “Da.”

Do6i mit 4&m mau ctia Hodc Canh Than doi theo ciu, thap thodng vé bat dic di, “Khéng can khach sido nhu
Vé,y.”

Tham Trimg lic ndy méi hoan toan tinh tdo lai, trong long cam thiy xau hd.



“Ngay cau bi nhét cting Canh Dung trong thang mdy, ciing khéng phai 14 chuyén ngoai ¥ muén.” giong Hodc
Canh Than déu déu, “N¢6 tinh tinh khé wa, lam mich long nhiéu ngudi, cho nén hém Ay that ra 13 bi ngudi
ta tra thi, déi phuong chi 1a mudén phé thang mdy, htt doa Canh Dung, khong ngd tdi ciu ciling & trong
thang mdy, thanh ra lién luy dén cau . . . 7

Tham Trimg nghe 13 hiéu ngay, khach sdo néi: “Khong cé gi, dit sao ciing khéng phai chuyén gi to tat. Téoi
ciing khong bi thuong, Hoac tién sinh qua khach sdo rdi, that ra khong can dac biét moi t6i t6i giai thich
chuyén nay . . .

Cau néi ning biét didu, thai do lai khéo 1éo, nhung Hodc Canh Than lai khong nhudng bude cho ciu, ngudce
lai than nhién chin ngang: “Khéng, chuyén nay 14 do Hoic Canh Dung sai. N6 lam mich long ngudi khic,
lai khong di stc dan xép, con lam phién cau.”

Hoéc Canh Dung van giit im ling tit dau téi gio cudi cling ciing khéng nhin ndi nita, mé miéng néi: “Anh
hai, khong phai em 7 vé mit cAu ta nhu day oan uéng, nhin nhu c6 khéng it 16i mubn néi, nhung bi Hodc
Céanh Than nhin mot cai, chi ¢6 thé tic t6i ngdm chit miéng, sic mit khé chiu quay dau di.

Tham Trimg da quen nhin mit doan ¥, ltc nay thiy thai do ctia ho, nhanh chéng 1én tiéng hoa giai, “Hoéc
tién sinh khéng can nghiém ttc vy dau, t6i that sy khong sao ma . . . . Chuyén nay, ding & day dugc
khong?”

Hoéc Canh Than lu6t nhin qua cdu, mé miéng néi: “Canh Dung.”

Hoac Canh Dung mit day titc toi bat binh, nhung van quay dau nhin vé phia Tham Tring, cubi ciing gian
nan thét ra mot chir: “Xin 1617

Tham Tring duge vu 4 ma ngd ngang, lién tuc néi khéng sao. That chit cdu cing khong ngs dén Hodc
Canh Dung s& md miéng xin 16i, chuyén nay déi véi cAu ma néi voén khéng quan trong, chi 13 Hodc Canh
Than ép Hoac Canh Dung phéi xin 16i cdu, vo hinh trung, gan nhu khién cdu mich long Hoic Céanh Dung,
nén ngudc lai 13 cdu khong dam nhén tiéng xin 16i nay.

Hodc Canh Than gat dau, néi mot cAu nhu nhan xét: “Ngoan. Lam sai biét stta, khéng gi tét hon.”

Tuy rang giong diéu déi phuong én hoa, nhung Tham Trimg nghe dén cau nay, lai tu dung mudn cudi, chi
¢ thé cb kiém ché, khong dém dé ai phét hién. Hodc Canh Dung mim moi, vé mat mat hiing, hung ton
luom Tham Trimg mot phat, r01 méi dimg day di moét mach. Thadm Trimg nhin theo béng lung ciia ciu ta,

trong 1ong tham cam ta may mén, cling may cong viéc hop téc gitta hai bén da két thic, bang khong chi so
Hoéc Canh Dung sé khong dé yén.

“Cau Tham?”

Tham Tritng voi vang tra 161, “Cé chuyén gi?”

”

Ho#c Canh Than hoi cong moi, dé 16 ¥ cudi nhu ¢6 nhu khong, “Dién xudt ciia cdu qua that khong gioi 1im.

Cubi ciing 13, tai sao trong tAm cau chuyén lai bi day dén day? Tham Tritng nghe anh néi ma ngd ngang.
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“Canh Dung cling nhan ra, cdu vita cudi n6.” Hoic Canh Than bd sung thém mot cau, “N6 sé ghi han day.”

Tham Trimg cAm ling, khéc khong ra nuée mat.

2. Chuong 2

Hodc Canh Than ding day, di vé huéng khic, dong thdi ra hiéu bdo Tham Trimg theo sau. Hién nhién
Tham Trimg 13 ngudi biét nghe 151, di theo sau di phuong, hai ngudi roi khéi phong khéach, di vé phia mot
can phong ¢ déi dién hanh lang. Tt céch bay bién trang tri, Tham Trimg doin day chic 14 phong &n, hai
ngudi vita ngdi xubng, thi ¢6 ngudi hau im ling nhanh nhau bung thitc an lén.



Hién tai ciing sat gio an, Tham Trimg ngti thidy mui thitc &n, 1ap titc cAm gidc tiéng bao tit biéu tinh.
“Néu nhu tién, § lai dung bita duge khong?” Hodc Canh Than khach sdo néi.
“Puong nhién, duong nhién” Tham Trig ngd nghéch tra 1oi.

“Xin 161, hém nay lam phién cdu di mét chuyén r6i” Hodc Canh Than nhu dang gidi thich, “Canh Dung
binh thuong hay lam mich 1ong ngudi khic, gan nhu da thanh théi quen, phéi dé né nhé k§ bai hoc nay méi
duge.”

Vay nén Hodc Canh Than méi c¢6 tinh mai cau, ngudi Hodc Canh Dung nhin khéng wa nhat t6i, xong lai ép
cAu ta néi xin 16i, nhan dé day cho Hodc Canh Dung mot bai hoc sao? Tham Trimg trong long nghi vay,
nhung ngoai miéng van khach sio néi: “Khéng c6 gi, khéng can khéch sdo thé, cé thé gop stic cho Hodc tién
sinh day, 1a vinh hanh cta t6i.”

“Ra thé” Hoac Canh Than thoing ngimg lai, r6i mim cudi tiép tuc, “Cau dang chi Hodc tién sinh nao?”
Tham Trimg hoi ling ting, quyét dinh khong mé miéng,.

Hai ngudi im ling diing com, Tham Trimg vita ngang dau, thi thiy Hodc Canh Than nhu dang nhin ciu
nghién ngham, trong kho4ng thdi gian ngén ngii, cAu cam thay hoi chit xdu hé. Anh mit Hofic Canh Than
mang theo ¥ déanh gid, cd do néng tam mit 4y mang dén ciing khién long ngudi khé quén, gia st Tham
Tritng chi ¢6 hting thi v6i con gai, vy anh méit 4y nhat dinh sé khong khién cdu sinh ra bat ky cam gidc
béi r6i nao, nhung xui riii sao sut that khong phai vy, nén 4nh nhin dinh gia ciia Hodc Canh Than qua that
khién cAu cdm thay kha bit rit khong yén.

Cau dén do trong chéc 1at, quyét dinh mé miéng phé vé bau khong khi guong gao nay, “Tai sao Hodc tién
sinh ci nhin téi thé?”

Hodc Canh Than chi sau mot thoing quan sat cdu, thi than nhién thu hdi tam mat, binh tinh néi, “Céu
qué that c6 guong mit rat dep.”

Tim Tham Tring bat ngd dap don dap, mién cudng tu trdn dinh néi: “Trong gi6i nay, tuéng mao ching
qua chi 1a tién dé, ngudi giéng nhu t6i dau dau ciling ¢6 . . . . Hoac tién sinh thét su qué khen rdi.”

Hodc Canh Than khéng tra 16i cdu, chi 13 nhin cAu v6i vé nhu dang suy tu, 1lat sau méi néi: “Phai . . . 7

Tham Tring khong dam tiép tuc, nhip tim nhu dang gia tdc, cling khong biét rét cudc dang néi vé cai gi,
chi nhé cadu cadm thay cuc ky cang thang, mai dén lic bita com két thiic, Hoac Canh Than béo tai xé tién
cau vé nha, sau khi xuéng xe, Tham Trimg mdi that sy thd phao nhe nhém.

Cau khong phit nhan, Hodc Canh Than that su 1a mot ngudi dan éng rat hip din, nhung tiép xtc nhiéu véi
ngudi nhu vdy, gan nhau, tham chi qua lai v6i nhau, phai tra gid nhiing gi, cdu ca nghi ciing khéng mubn
nghi dén. May ma Hodc Canh Than ciing chi té ra ¢6 vé hitg thi véi cAu ma théi, ciing khong c6 ¥ ép budc,
hon nita hai ngudi trén co ban khong cé co hdi tiép xic, tit nay ciing khoéng c¢é kha ning gip lai. Tham
Tring nghi dén day, ciing cdm thiy yén tdm hon.

Lic dé Tham Trimg da quing chuyén nay qua sau dau, tram triéu lan khong ngs dén, ngay gip lai Hodc
Céanh Than, lai trong tinh canh nay.

Mot ngay nao d6 ciia nita thang sau, Tham Trimg dude yéu cau di cing Diéu T Ham — ngudi méi clia cong
ty — di du budi chiéu dai gi6i thiéu san phdm méi ciia cong ty nao dé, tuy 1a di chung v6i Diéu T Ham,
nhung ngudi sing suét déu c6 thé nhan ra, céong ty quan I mudn nang d6 Diéu T Ham, nén méi cho mot
ngudi vita ra mit hop téc véi cdu, tham du nhitg sy kién nhu thé nay.

Tuy Diéu T@ Ham 13 ngudi méi, nhung me ¢6 14 ngoc nit ngdi sao ndi tiéng hon hai musi nam trude, tén
tudi khong ai khong biét, sau khi rit lui van khong két hon, ma sinh Diéu T Ham, ngoai hinh ctia hai me
con rat gidbng nhau, déu la kiéu dung mao thuan khiét diu dang, hon nita me c6 c6 quan hé rong rai trong
gi6i giai tri, thio nao cong ty chiu thay ddi tic phong trude nay, di ling xé ngudi méi.

Quan hé gitta Tham Trimg va Diéu T Ham khong thé xem la than thiét, sau khi khodc tay dbi phuong
dé cho phéng vién chup hinh xong, ca hai tu tach ra riéng. Diéu T@ Ham dai loai 1a nhin thiy ngudi quen,



guong mit tuoi cudi mau chéng di qua chao hoéi, Tham Trimg bung ly rucu, budn chan ding trong géc.

Tuy clng la cong viéc, nhung cong viée kiéu nay khong lay lam nghi ngd thudc loai nham chin nhét, so véi
chuong trinh phai ghi hinh vAt vA con chdn hon, nhung vi nang cao tén tudi, Chuong Truong Bich gan nhu
khong tit chdi bat ¢t cong viée nao tim dén, Tham Tring lai khéng c¢6 can dam lam trai ¥ c6, danh phai
ngoan ngoan nhan cong viéc nay.

“Tham Tritng?”

Tham Tring hoi bat ngd, quay dau lai, 14p titc nhin thidy mot ngusi dan 6ng trung nién dau troc dang hao
hitng di vé phia cdu, long tham than xui xéo rdi, ngoai miéng van hoa nha néi: “Khéo that, lai ¢6 thé gip
ong & day, gidm déc Tran.”

Vi gidm ddc Tran nay, chinh 13 ké t6i dd hai Tham Trimg bi Chuong Trudng Bich chiti nat dau. Béi vi mubn
danh 14y hgp dong lam dai dién dai han cho céng ty d6i phuong, ltc truéc Tham Trimg ciing da di &n vé6i
vi giam d6c Tran nay may lan, nhung ngudi nay rd rang ¢ y do khac véi cau, trude kia chi 1a thinh thoang
dung tay dung chan, an it dau hi, Tham Trimg né mit ban hop dong va Chuong Trudng Bich, nén ciing
rang nhin.

Nao ngd, giam dbc Tran thdy cAu nhan nhin, lai mudén duge voi doi tién, khong chi ¢ truéc mat ngudi khac
dong tay dong chan lam phién ciu, té hai hon con ddm quiy r6i cAu, c6 miy lan gan nhu da dung t6i chd
khong nén dung, thaim chi con bat ép cdu di khach san “nghi ngoi”, Tham Trimg khong thé tiép tuc nhin
nita, cudi clng tré mit, hai ngudi ra vé trong bat hoa, két qua khoi can nghi cling biét, hop dong khong
thanh, ciu ciing bi ngudi dai dién 14 chi Chuong méng té tat.

“Pa lau khong gap, Tham Tritmg.” gidm déc Tran cudi 16n, “Khi nao c6 thoi gian ranh, lai di an mét bita?
T6i mudn néi véi cau, dao ndy coéng ty cd san pham méi, con dang tim ngudi phat ngoén . . . 7

Tham Trimg cudi lanh trong long, nhung ngoai mit van té ra 1& do: “Giam dbc Tran, cim on ¥ t6t clia
ong, dang tiéc gan day toi dang ban tuyén truyén cho phim méi, chi e khong c6 thoi gian dé lam ngudi phét
ngoén.”

“N6i thi néi thé, thdi gian ciing nhu bau sita, rdng nang thi cling c6 ma théi” gidm déc Tran h4 miéng cudi,
dé 16 ci rang vang trong miéng, “N6i that, toi thiy ngudi tré tudi nhu cau cuc ky thich hop lam ngusi phét
ngdn cho san pham ctia ching t6i . . . 7 Trong lic néi, tranh thii vion tay qua.

Tham Tring bat ngd khong kip dé phong, bi d6i phuong 6m eo, lic ngti thidy mui rugu trén ngudi giam dbc
Tran, cdu lap ttc gidy giua, chi tiéc stic gidm déc Tran manh mot cich bat ngd, sau mét hdi lau cdu van
khong day ra dugce, khong ddm ma ciing khong mudn 16n giong gdy to chuyén, that su khong biét phai lam
sao cho tot.

“Cau Tham?”

Cttu tinh t6i!

Tham Trimg quay dau lai, chi hy vong ddi phuong sé giai vay cho cu, nhung ciing dong thoi gidt minh.
Nguoi dén khong phai ai khac, chinh 1a Hodc Canh Than. Bi ngudi ta nhin thiy canh ciu bi ngudi khac
quay rbi, Tham Trimg tu dung cAm thiy bdi réi dén dé bing mat, khong thét duge chit nao. Hodc Canh
Than than nhién nhin ho, cit giong néi: “Gidm ddc Tran, héa ra dng trén & day, vita ndy toi thay ba nha
con dang tim 6ng day.”

Gidm dbc Tran nghe vay, hoi do du, cudi cling van tiéc ré buéng Tham Trimg ra, voi va bo di. Ba Tran néi
tiéng 1a su tit Ha Dong, cling kho trach gidm d6c Tran vita nghe thiy ba ay dang tim ngudi, lap titc tha tay
ra cubng cudng bo di, khong dam nan lai thém mdt phit nao.

Tham Trimg thd phao mét hoi, tam thdi quing su xau hé qua sau dau, nhé giong néi: “Céam on anh, Hodc
tién sinh.”

“Cém on vé diéu gi?” Hodc Canh Than van gitt diéu bo thd o nhu trudc.

“Khéng phai anh ltta gidm déc Tran di & . . . > Tham Tring cam thiy hoi hoang mang.



“La that.” Ho&c Canh Than nhin cdu chim chim, binh tinh néi: “Céu khong biét? Hom nay ba Tran cb
dén day.”

Tham Tring qué that khong biét chuyén nay, nghe néi thé, ciing chi ¢ thé phdi hop cudi guong may tiéng.

Hai ngudi lai roi vao im ling, Hodc Canh Than khong cé ¥ roi khoi chd nay, Tham Trimg ciing khong dam
di, nhin xa xa mét bitc 4nh khung canh xa hoa, lai uéng may ngum champagne, vi ngot tran ngap dau ludi,
nhung bdng c6 cam gidc ling ting khong biét lam sao.

Hodc Canh Than ding rat gan, gan dén ndi Tham Trimg co hd c¢6 thé ngii thiy mui thube 14 nhan nhat
trén nguoi anh. Hoéa ra anh hit thube? Tham Trimg gan nhu roi vio trang thai that than.

Bén tai chgt truyén dén mot cau, “Cau rat sg t6i?”

Tham Trimg hoi hon, thodng chit xAu hd, nhung van 1c dau, 1én tiéng pht nhan: “Khéng c6. Sao anh nghi
Vay?77

Hodc Canh Than than nhién néi: “Cau rat hoi hop.”

Tham Tring thiy ling ting, néi khong ra 16i, chi danh cdi thip dau, mot 14t sau méi tim duge mot 1y do
c6 thé dung tam, “Vita bi Hodc tién sinh bit gip trong tinh canh nay, ¢6 hoi xAu hé . . .

“Chuyén nhu vira rdi thudng hay xay ra sao?” Hoac Canh Than khé nhiu may.
Tham Tritng ngan ra, “Ciing khong phai, thinh thoang théi . . .

Hofic Canh Than im ling trong mot thoang, lién néi thing vao dé: “Céu Tham, néu nhu hién gio cdu van
dang ddc than, ¢6 hing thi quen t6i khong?”

Tham Trimg khong ngd dén Hoic Canh Than lai thing thing néi ra nhu vy, so véi cdm gidc mimg rd hay
ngac nhién, cau cam thiy ngd ngang nhiéu hon hét. Cau mau chéng hiéu dugce, cai goi 1a “quen” ciia ngudi
nay, khong hé mang 7 gidng nhu ngudi binh thudng, ciing khéng phai cé ¥ yéu duong hay hen ho.

Y Hofic Canh Than dai loai 13 mdi cAu bau ban, trén giudng, hoiic ¢6 18 1a giét thai gian, chi 14 cich néi uyén
chuyén hon ma théi, ngudi thing thimg cé thé sé truc tiép dua tién va ca nhing loi ich khéc nita, gibng nhu
mot giao dich, dat tat ca 1oi ich 1én mit ban, Hoic Canh Than thi lai diing cdch néi map mdS dé bay t6 tAm
¥, nhung du hinh thitc khéng gidéng nhau, nhung ¥ ho that chat déu giéng nhau.

Tham Trimng mim moi, dé nén cam xtc réi boi dang cudn cudn trong 1ong, guc dau ha thip giong néi: “Hodc
tién sinh, t6i nghi anh tim nham ngudi rdi, dao gan day t6i dang ban tuyén truyén cho bo phim mdi, sg
khong cé thoi gian . . . 7 cAu nay gidng y nhu 13i thoai cau vita dung dé cu tuyét gidm doc Tran, Tham
Tritng khi nghi dén dié¢u nay, khéng khoi cusi khé trong long.

“Tit chéi nhanh vay” Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu khong dé tam dén 16i cu tuyét cla cau.
“Hodc tién sinh, c6 1& anh c6 diéu gi d6 hiéu sai vé t6i, téi khong phai hang ngudi nhu anh nghi”

Hoéc Canh Than 16 ra vé mit bat ngd, nhung cing nhanh chéng lay lai binh tinh, mim cudi, “Vao nhiing
lac thé nay, t6i hin phai nén dua ra mot sd dé nghi hdp dan danh cho cAu nhi?” anh dimg lai trong mot
thoang, roi lai than nhién tyu gidu: “Xin 151, t6i thuong khong lam may chuyén kiéu nay, chi 14 nhat thoi tAm
huyét dang trao, cling khong phai ¢ ¥ xic pham cau.”

Tham Trimg lic dau, tuy khéng thé néi 1a biét on, nhung dbi v6i tic phong thing thing lai thong hiu thé
nay cau hoan toan khéng thiy phan cam, it nhat Hoic Canh Than khong ép budc cau nhu gidm ddc Tran,
chi v6i diém 4y, cling dit dé cdu thd phao nhe nhém, trong gidi nay c6 khong it ngudi ¥ thé hiép ngudi nhu
giam dbc Tran, nhung ngusi nhw Hodc Canh Than, cho du khéng hop, ciing sé khong ép budc, tha rang hop
thi t6i khong hgp thi thoi.

B&i vi tinh than tha 1éng, Tham Trimg tham chi con c6 hiing néi dila, “Hoéc tién sinh, véi than phéan ciia
anh ma néi, thudng khong tu minh dua ra yéu cau nay ma? Hinh nhu ludn béo trg Iy hay ai d6 chuyén 15i
ho, dong thoi dua ra ban hop dong hay chi phiéu gi gi dé ma?”
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Hodc Canh Than khéng vi cdu diia gidn ma mat long, nguge lai cudi cudi, phdi hop tiép tuc cadu chuyén:
“That khong khéo, trg 1y clia t6i vita xin nghi phép, t6i danh phai tu luc canh sinh thoi.”

Tham Tritng nhin sic mit binh than tu tai ciia d6i phuong, béng dung ciing cdm thiy yén binh, bao nhiéu
cAdm xtic cudn cudn trong long déu tan bién sach sé. Cau nhin Hoac Canh Thuan, sy hoang mang ciu van
luén dé nén vao phit nay lai tréi 1én, cdu hau nhu khong hé suy nghi gi, cdu hdéi kia cit thé tu nhién vuot
khoi miéng, “Hofic tién sinh, toi rat to mo . . . . Sao lai 1a t6i?”

Hoéc Canh Than hinh nhu khéng nghi dén cau sé héi vé van dé nay, cé hoi ngiy nguoi.

b2

Tham Tring tiép tuc néi: “Toi va anh khéng than 1am, anh ciing khong r6 t6i 14 ngudi thé nao . . . .
Hofic Canh Than thing thimg ngit 16i cau, “Cau rat hop véi tap dé.”

BAt ngd nhan duge mot 16i khen, Tham Tritng hoi xau ho, trén mit néng ran, trong thoing chdc ciing khong
biét nén néi gi, ngac nhién va khé tin chat day céi long. Lai 1a tap dé? Hodc Canh Than vy ma xem chuong
trinh ndu an ctia cdu! Tham Trimg cdm thay hoang loan, lai cé chit budn cudi, cudi cting hop lai thanh
mot biéu tinh quai dan dimg chét tran tai ch.

“Con cb, toi nhan ra, ciu ciing khong ghét t6i.” Hoic Canh Than diém nhién nhu khéng néi tiép.

Loi nay, d6i v6i Tham Trimg ma néi et nhu troi long dat 18, cAu ca ngudi cimg ngic, qua that 1a khong biét
lam sao, bén tai néng 1én, mién cudng khéng ché tAm tri hodng loan, 1ap bap néi: “Anh, Hoac tién sinh, toi
khong ¢6 ¥ gi v6i anh, ¢6 phai anh hiéu lam . . . ”

Hoéc Canh Than van guong mit binh tinh Ay, 1y cip danh thiép, rit mét t& dua cho Tham Trimg. Xuét
phét tir 1& phép Tham Tring ciing khong tit chdi, nhin thodng qua danh thiép, c6 chit ngac nhién. Pay ro
rang la danh thiép c4 nhén, in trén diy khong phai may thit nhu chiic vu cong ty, ma la mot chudi sb, hién
nhién 14 s6 dién thoai riéng ctia Hoic Canh Than.

“Payla. .. "

“Khi nao ddi ¥, cit goi cho t6i” Hodc Canh Than ctt nhu hoan toan khéng phat hién cau dang bbi réi, néi
bang chat giong tram Am.

Tham Trimg siét chit to danh thiép, cam gidc long ban tay ltc nay chiy day md hoi lanh, chi 14 khi biéu
hién ra ngoai lai van cudi mot cdch gugng gao.

Hodc Canh Than cé 1& dang ban chuyén quan trong, roi di rdt nhanh. Tham Trimg sau khi thé phio trong
long, lai cadm thiy mét moi, tudng chimg nhu cé stic Iuc dé néi chuyén xa giao véi ngudi khac ciing khong
c6. Theo cau thiy thi Diéu Tt Ham dang tro chuyén rat vui vé véi moi ngudi, cau di tim Tiéu Dong, 1ay 1y
do khong khée, voi vang bao Tiéu Dong lai xe dua ciu ve.

Vé dén nha, thay do xong cdu nga vat ra giudng, khong muén dong day du chi la mot ngén tay.

T& danh thiép phong tay kia con dang ndm im trong tii 40, Tham Trimg liy né ra, lic nay do tién tay nén
cAt vao tii, bat gidc cudi kho. T khi budce chan vao gidi giai tri chuyén kiéu nay da xdy ra khong chi mot
lan, nhung Tham Trimg chua ting dé tam, dit sao may cai ludt ngam hay giao dich nay ciing khéng phai
t6i phién cdu méi c6, chi khong ngd t6i, héa ra c6 mét ngay, ciu sé vi chuyén nay ma cadm thay roi boi.

Néu nhu ddng ¥, chic c6 thé & bén canh Hofic Canh Than mot thoi gian, doi dén lic dbi phuong chén roi
thi chia tay trong hoa binh. Tuy quen biét chua lau, nhung Tham Trimg rat r6, Hodc Canh Than 1a loai
ngudi trong si dién, sé khong quiy ray ép cau phai dong ¥, nhung chinh vi vy, cdu lai bat dau thay do du.

Tham Tritng nam trén giudng, tha hon theo may, bat chot hdi tudng dén miui huong trén ngusi Hoac Canh
Than, v ca ban tay dua danh thiép cho cdu, nhiing céi dung cham khé khang, mit chgt néng nhu béc hoa,
tu dung thiy x6n xao trong long, lai khéng biét lam cach nao xoa diu né, chi c¢6 thé chén dau vao gdi, phién
mudn tré minh.

Cau da biét ban than thich dan 6ng tir 1au, nhung vi tich cich chim hiéu, lai chua timg gip dude dbi tuong
khién minh rung dong, nén dén nay van chua timg yéu duong . . . N6i ra chic sé tré thanh truyén cé tich,
nhung qué that cdu khong heé c¢é kinh nghiém, cling chua ting cé déi tuong nao.
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Néu dung thuit ngit trong béng chay, thi véi cau, Hodc Canh Than giéng nhu mét ci home run.

D06 tudi thich hgp, tudng té can dbi, mat mii ung ¥, dén cd phong thai ung dung diém tinh nhuw khong ciing
hoan toan phi hgp véi kidu mau ctia cau. Vi Tham Trimg ma néi, ddy ma mot chuyén rat ddng xau ho,
tuy rang cau thay rung dong truéc Hodc Canh Than, nhung ddi phuong chi don gidn mudn bao dudng cau,
ciing khong ¢6 ¥ mudn phat trién bat ct tinh cAm vugt gisi han nao.

C4i goi 1 tu minh da tinh, chic c6 thé 4p dung trong truong hop nay. Cau rau ri suy nghi. Néu nhu Hodc
Canh Than cling cdm thay hoi hoi rung déng da hoi hoi thi  s& khong thang thang dua ra dé nghi nay,
nhung it nhat hién tai c6 mot diém rat ré rang, Hoic Canh Than c6 hiing thid v6i cAu, nhung chit himg thi
it i 4y chua da dé anh ta s&n 1ong boi dip tinh cAm véi ciu, cling chi dén thé 1 cling.
Tham Tring cam td danh thiép, mudn quing vao thiung ric, lai do du, ma xui quy khién thé nao lai mé
ngin kéo, cat né vao, xong déng sip vao.

. C xem nhu git lam ky niém. Cau tu nhi.
Xuét phat tit 1y do cong ty mudn toan luc nang d6 ngudi méi, Tham Trimg cling bi goi 1én néi chuyén.
Lich tuyén truyén phim mdéi dang tam thoi bi gidn doan, Diéu Tt Ham 13 dién vién méi, cling déng mot vai
nhé khong quan trong trong boé phim nay, con Tham Trimg vita 1 ban dién vita 13 tién bdi cling cong ty,
kh4 han hanh dudc chon lam dbi tugng trong scandal ctia Diéu T Ham.
Béi vi chi vo map md ngoai mit, dung it chi dé diing béo, ¢6 thé ting tan suit xuit hién ctia Tham Tring,
nén chi Chuong rat thoai mai déng ¥, Tham Tring thi khong c¢6 cdm nghi gi v6i chuyén nay, chi xem nhu
cong viéc, dua theo chi thi ctia chi Chuong, budi t6i di téi diém hen.
Quan 1y coéng ty da lién lac trude véi phéng vién clia may tudn san quen biét, hai ngudi ho chi can gap miit
ngoai duong, té ra hoi than méat 13 xong, Tham Tring dimg doi t6i nham chéan, tiy tién dom ngd may ti
kinh trung bay trang siic, ngdm nghia trang sitc va dé quy toéa sang lap lanh.
“Anh dang nhin gi vAy?” moét giong néi trong tréo vang 1én bén canh.
Tham Trimg quay dau nhin, Diéu T Ham cii dau, deo mét kiéng trong to, nét mit mang chit hiéu ky.
Anh khéng suy nghi nhiéu chi thuan miéng tra 16i: “Khong cé gi, chi nhin choi thoi.”
“Pimg nhiic nhich.” ¢6 thiy anh dinh xoay ngudi, voi goi anh lai, “Pang c6 ngudi chup hinh, & lai day thém
chit nita han di.”
Tham Trimg nghe véy, thi hiéu ngay, ciing biét chic phéng vién dang nip & dau diy chup hinh, rat tw nhién
diéu chinh vi tri, khong dén ndi dua lung vé phia sau, chi it ciing cé thé chup dude suon mit cia cau.
Diéu Tt Ham diit hoan toan su chd ¥ vao ti kinh, nhd giong néi: “Lan nay that sy lam phién anh rdi, anh
Tham.”

“Khong c6 gi, cong viéc théi ma.” hai ngusi khong than, Tham Trimg chi tra 16i mot cach lich su.

Diéu Tt Ham chic mubn tim mot dé tai dé tro chuyén, nén chi vao mét day chuyén da quy trong ti kinh:
“Nhin c6 vé dep, néu t6i ciing mua dugc thi hay qua.” C6 khong hé che gidu su thém thudng trong giong néi
ciia minh.

2

Tham Trimg nhin qua nhan hiéu, hoi ngd ngo néi: “To6i nhé hiéu nay ting tai trg cong ty ching ta . . . .

“Tai trg thi tai trg, cai t6i mudn néi 13 mudn ty minh mua kia.” Diéu Tt Ham béc bd, “Chi khi nao & trong
tay minh rdi thi méi chan thét, con lai chi 1a phit phiém. Ci cho la dude deo trén ngudi trong mot lic, thi
dén cubi cling cling phai cdi ra tra lai, viy thi c6 nghia 1y gi ch@t”

Tham Trimg c¢6 vé suy tu héi lai, “Néu néi vy, dit c6 co hdi dude tai trg, co cling sé khéng nhan a?”
“Khong, t6i s€ nhan.” Diéu Tt Ham tréd 16i cuc nhanh.

“Mau thuan qui.”
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“Khong mau thuin, day la hai vin dé hoan toan khac nhau” Diéu T& Hang tiép tuc nhin ngdm soi day
chuyén, 4nh nhin say dm, “Néu cé mét soi day chuyén rat quy gid, ma hién tai anh khong tai nao du kha
ning mua né, nhung lai ¢ co hoi duge deo né, thi dit sau khi cdi né ra tra lai cho nha tai trg sé rat bit rit,
nhung cam gidc vui suéng théa man vao lic anh dang deo né hoan toan la su ton tai chan that, khong phai
sao?”

Tham Trimg gitt im ldng, thuin theo tim m&t ctia Diéu T Ham nhin soi day chuyén, lat sau méi béng néi:
“Co6 mua dudc sgi day chuyén nay chua?” vira néi xong cau dé cdu lap tiic cAm thay hdéi han, hinh nhu da
vuot qué gidi han déi v6i mot ngudi la.

Diéu T Ham khong tra 15i, chi 1ic dau, trén guong mit xinh dep lai 1an nita hién 1én nu cudi duyén dang,
uyén chuyén thay d6i dé tai cAu chuyén, “Xong, t6i nghi chic cling du rdi d6, hay ta déi dia diém, kiém chd
nao an khuya, sao ha?”

»”

Tham Trimg hoi bat ngd, “An khuya? Tbi clt tudng céc sao nit déu can &n kiéng . . . .

“Téi khong can.” Diéu Tt Ham cudi néi, “Mbi ngay t6i déu danh thdi gian dé chay bo, du thinh thoang in
khuya mot 1an, ciing khéng c6 gl ghé gém.”

Hai ngudi tiép tuc cudi néi, di dén moét hang dimsum néi tiéng, an khuya xong, Tham Trimg l4i xe dua Diéu
T& Ham vé nha, rdi méi quanh vé. Cau vira lai xe vita nghi dén nhiing 16i ctia Diéu Tt Ham, nhung mot
ltc lai khé cudi kho.

Muén danh duge thit khong thuoc vé minh, nhung khong phai ai cling trd ndi cai gid ctia né, cang mién ban,
soi day chuyen kia rat c6 thé da cé chi.

Tham Trimg nhé lai 1an dau tién gip Hofic Canh Than, lac hai ngusi bit tay, diéu dau tién cau dé ¥ t6i 1a
tay ciia Hofic Canh Than rat to, khép xuong ré rang, thit hai chinh 14, ngén ap 1t ctia dbi phuong deo mot
chiéc nhan kiéu dang don gian, cé thé 1a nhan cudi, ciing c6 thé khong phai, véi tudi ciia Hoic Canh Than,
hai kha nang déu cé thé, nhung Hoic Canh Than khong gidng dang ngusi sé deo nhitng thit trang siic vo
nghia.

Gianh giat thit thuoc vé ngusi khac khong phai téac phong ctia Tham Trimg.

Cho nén td danh thiép 4y, chi c6 thé mai mai nam trong ngan ti.

3. Chuong 3

Sau mdy lan nhu viy, scandal nay ai ai ciing biét, tuy Tham Trimg khéng phai ngdi sao 16n, nhung may
nim qua chua timg dinh phéi scandal tinh 4i, nay dot nhién 16 ra chuyén véi ngudi méi cling cong ty, ching
bao lau, gidi truyén théng dudng nhu déu bam chat chtt dé nay, con liét ké tat ci sao nit ting cé mdi quan
hé map md véi cau, ban luan tit khuoén mat, than thé dén véc ding ciia moi ngudi, xem ai néi bat nhat vé
mit nao, cudi ciing con vé chiéc vuong miéng nho nhé ngay trén tén ngudi thang.

. Théat chat cac d6i tuong mS 4m trén déu do cong ty sip xép. Tham Tring nghi bung, bén phia
truyen thoéng chic chin cling biét chuyén nay, chi 13 vi hAm néng scandal nay, phai ¢d hét stc viét tin cho
rung dong kich thich vao, lai din dit cdc méi tinh theo 16i map md, thing thing viét Tham Trimg thanh
mot ngudi dang 6ng chi thich choi tro mép md khéng mudn chiu trach nhiém, di sao may ndm qua ciu chua
ting mot 1an cong khai ban gai.

Vi dé dung scandal ho hen gip trong quan bar vao dém khuya, trong Diéu T Ham c6 vé thip thom, Tham
Trimg ciing khoéng ranh rdi quan tAm chuyén ngudsi khac. Cau khong udng rugu, du & diy cing chi udng
mot it soda, tuy 1a dién, nhung van sé 1én béo, 16 ddu udng say that thi nguy.

Lat sau, trén guong mat Diéu T Ham 16 ra vé la lung, nhin mot chd & sau lun Tham Trimg.

Tham Tritng nhip mét ngum soda chanh, vo vi hdi: “Xay ra chuyén gi?”
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Sau khi gip riéng may lan, ho cling dan than nhau hon, it nhat ciing t6t hon so véi tinh trang ngay cd mot
deé tai dé bit chuyén ciing khong cé nhu truée day. Tuy day la cip d6i déc than hop tudi, nhung Tham
Trimg hiéu hon ai hét, giita cAu va Diéu T Ham, hoan toan chua timg ¢ xet tia lita tit nhitng tiép xic khac
phéi, khong phai do Diéu T Ham ciing gidng cdu chi cdm thay hing thi v6i ngudi ciing phai, ma theo nhu
Tham Trimg suy dodn, c6 thé co da ¢ ngudi trong long rdi.

“Bén kia c6 ngudi ¢t nhin anh subt.” Diéu T@ Ham thay hoi hoang mang.
“Chéc 14 nhan ra t6i chtt gi?” Tham Trimg hd hiing, 4p sat vé phia Diéu Tt Ham.

Diéu T& Ham lic dau, ban than néi: “Nhung t6i thdy ngudi dé nhin tréng quen quen . . . . Ky ghé . . .
¢6 néi xong, bat ngd thap giong cudi, sau dé lai ludi biéng ndm oai ra ban.

Tham Trimg theo ban ning thiy khéng 6n, quo quo ban tay trudc mit Diéu T Ham, dnh méit c6 thip
thodng vé mé man, lic nay cAu méi phat hién, c6 thé 13 Diéu T Ham hoi say roi.

Du sao ciing la con gai, Tham Tring khong tién diu 6, lién méc dién thoai di déng ra, goi cho ngudi dai
dién ctia Diéu T Ham t6i d6n, khodng phit sau, ngudi dai dién vén dang & gan day lap tic di lai chd ho
ngoi, dau tién 1a xin 16 Tham Tring, sau thi dé Diéu Tt Ham da nga nga say dy, tra tién roi roi di.
Tham Tring lai ngdi thém lat nita, lic dang dinh dimg day vé, bdng c6 mot ban tay dat 1én bd vai cau.
“Hoéc tién sinh?” cau that thanh goi.

Hodc Canh Dung trén ngudi vuong mii rugu nhat, guong mat ciing hoi do, chi ¢6 than thai 1a van nhu xua,
kidu nhu rdt mat hing. DB6i may ram nhan lai, tréng c6 vé hoi hung ton, khong chut khach sdo néi: “Cau
hen ho & day?”

Tham Trig hon ngac nhién, 1ap tic trad 15i: “DAay 1a viéc riéng ciia toi, chic khéng nhat thiét phai tra 15i
cau.

Tuy néi that ra ciing chéng thanh van dé gi, du sao cling khong it ngudi day chi 14 scandal duge dan dung,
thé nhung thai do ctia Hoac Canh Dung lam cau khéng mudn hop tac.

“Hu, tly cau.” Hodc Canh Dung vita néi, vita kéo tay Tham Trimg, khé chiu ra lénh: “Mau di theo t6i.”
Trong anh dén mo 4o ctia quan bar, Tham Tring ngude mat, thudn theo dudng nhin cua Hoé&c Canh Dung,
tai mot goc cach dé khong xa, mot ngudi dan ong dang ngdi, tay cam ly ruou, thtt dang udng dodn chiing
la rugu manh nhw whisky hay tequila. Tham Triung vita liéc thdy suon mét lanh lung tudn nha, béng cam
thay tAm hoang ¥ loan, ma Hodc Canh Dung van nam chiit tay cdu, thic giuc: “Le lén, ditng c6 dung dan.”
Tham Trimg hoi do du, cudi cting méi néi: “Khéng, Hodc tién sinh, xin budng tay ra, ta con c6 viéc phai di
“T6i miic ké.” Hodc Canh Dung rat manh, siét dén ndi ciu cAm thay dau budt, cdu ta sét rudt néi: “Cau di
qua mdt chit di, khong t6i khong biét 1am sao trd 16i ho nita.”

Ho? Ho . . . . la chi ai?

Bi Hofc Canh Dung 16i thing t6i chd ngdi trong géc, Tham Tring mai phat hién, ngoai trit Hodc Canh
Dung, 6 diy c6 hai ngudi, mot ngudi 1a Hoac Canh Than, mot ngusi cdu khong nhan ra, mang kinh, trong
tuéng mao kha nha nhin. Khong dgi Tham Tring 1én tiéng, ngudi xa la kia da cudp 16i: “Téi 1a Hodc Canh
Nghi.”

Tham Trimg vita nghe thi hiéu ngay, Hoic Canh Than 1a con trai trudng, Hoic Canh Dung la con trai tt,
Hoac Canh Nghi chéc 1a ngudi kep gitta. Cau hoi xau hé, khong con cach nao khac danh thuin theo 15i chao
ctia dbi phuong, tu giéi thiéu ban than: “Téi 14 Tham Trimg . . . ”

“T6i biet.” Hoac Canh Nghi mim cudi, “T6i c6 nghe vé chuyén cia cau.”

Tham Trimg thiy hoang mang, khong biét chuyén ma d6i phuong dang néi, 1a chi chuyén bi Hofic Canh
Dung lién luy, hay chuyén Hodc Canh Than c¢é y dinh bao dudng cau . . . . Tuy rang cau rat hiéu ky, nhung
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van chua ngde téi ndi héi ra miéng van dé nay, chi 1&8 phép gt dau, rdi quay qua néi véi Hodc Canh Than
ngodi mot bén: “Lai gip mit, Hoac tién sinh.”

“0 day c6 t6i ba Hoac tién sinh, rét cudc 1a cAu mudn goi ai?” Hoac Canh Dung mét kién nhan vin lai.

Tham Tritng cam thay ling ting, ko tra 106i cAu héi trén, ma tu néi tiép: “Géap anh — cdc anh, that 1a khéo
. .. . Chang la t6i da & day cad dém, mai con c6 cong viéc, ciing nén di . . . . Hom khac gap lai” cdu via
néi xong cau héom khéc gip lai, dinh dinh xoay ngudi bé di, ¢d tay da bi giit lai.

Khéng phai Hodc Canh Dung, duong nhién sé khong phai 14 Hodc Canh Dung.
Khong doi nao Hoac Canh Dung lai biét khéng ché sttc manh liic giit ¢6 tay cdu nhu vay . . . .

Tham Trimg ding ciimg ngit, cdm thay bdi rdi. Nhiét do ban tay dang gitt 14y ¢6 tay cdu rat néng, stc tay
khong 16n, nhung trai lai lam cdu khong dam ving ra. Khong thé néi ro 1y do, cdu nghi c¢é 1é do cau s¢
Hoéc Canh Than, con Hodc Canh Than thi van giwt im ling, twa nhu khong cé viée gi xay ra tiép tuc nhip
mdt ngum rugu mau hé phach, cudi ciing dit ly xudng, ngude méit nhin cau.

Trén khuon mit khong 6 bat ky biéu cam du thita nio, thim chi con mang theo cam gidc nghiém tic, doi
con ngudi den sim nhin thang vao cau, khong gidng nhu ménh lénh, ma chi don thuan nhin cdu. Tham
Tring cdm gidc nguc nhu thodng siét lai, cAm xtc néi khong nén 18i, 16 rang cau chua udng mét giot rugu
nao, hoan toan tinh tdo, nhung dén mét c4i nam tay nhe nhang ciing khong rit ra dudc.

“Cau mudn ding d6 t6i chimg nao.” giong néi ctia Hodc Canh Dung cit ngang suy nghi ctia ciu, gan nhu
ngang ngudc rit 1én: “Ciing khong phai goi cau téi dé phat diing, con dgi ngusi khac cat tiéng moi ngdi ha?”
Tham Tring cam thiy khoé xt, cii dau nhin Hodc Canh Than, nhung Hodc Canh Than van khéng néi gi,
chi hai nhich lui vio trong s6 pha, chita ra mot vi tri. Tham Tring cudi khd trong long, quyét dinh ngdi
xubng, khoéng néi tiéng nao nhin ba ngudi triede mat.

Hoac Canh Than dua méit nhin Hoac Canh Dung, Hodc Canh Dung t6 vé khé hiéu, nhung trong mot khoang
khéc ngin ngii 1ap ttc hiéu ¥, vuon tay ldy mot cai ly khong gap dé bo vao, rét rugu, sau dé nang ly dua
dén truéc mat Tham Tritng, khong kién nhan néi: “Ubng.”

Tham Trimg vén khong dinh udng rugu, nhung ly rugu nay khong ubng thi sé dic t6i Hoic Canh Dung, cdu
lac dau, dang dinh tit chdi khéo, chot nghe Hodc Canh Dung bat man néi: “Cau t6i bar khong phai dé udng
ruou a? Hay, chi khong udng rugu t6i rét?”

“Khong phai” Tham Tring voi vang phii nhan, ¢ té ra 1& phép nhét cé thé: “Binh thudng téi khong uéng
may loai rugu manh thé nay, ttu lugng khong tét, that sy khong phai Iy do tai cau . . . .

“Cau . ... thai do ctia Hodc Canh Dung 16 rang dang titc gian khong thé kiém ché.

Hoac Canh Than 1ap titc ngit 16i cAu ta, “Canh Dung, da roi.”

Hoéc Canh Dung Am tc ngdm miéng, lai nhin Hodc Canh Than, sau thi nudt xudng nhiing 15i dang néi da,
titc t6i ditng ddy di vé phia quay bar. Hoic Canh Nghi khé cudi, xong ciing dting day di theo, chi 1a khéng
biét 1 do tai sao, trudc khi di, anh lai liéc nhin Tham Trimg day tham .

“Xin 161, tinh tinh n6 khong tét.” Hodc Canh Than binh tinh néi.

Tham Tring hoi that than, sitng so tra 16i: “Khong, khong sao ca.”

Hai ngudi lJam vao bau khong khi tram ldng khién ngusi béi réi, Tham Trimg cti thip dau, miy 1an mubn
dimg day néi tam biét, lai khong gom du ding khi mé miéng, cam thiy cuc ky cing thang, trong long thi
thap thém bat an. Khong biét qua bao lau, giong néi tram thap ctia Hodc Canh Than truyén dén tit bén
canh, “C4u that sy khéng ubng?”

Tham Trimg biét déi phuong dang néi vé ly rugu manh kia, nén thanh that tra 16i: “U, ttu luong cta t6i
that sy kém.”

Hodc Canh Than cti dau cudi, cam ly rugu Hoac Canh Dung rét 1én nhidp mét ngum, tua nhu dang tiée
nudi néi: “That 14 dang tiéc.”
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“Péng tiéc cai gi?” Tham Trimg ngo ngéc héi lai.

“Ngudi binh thudng khong ubng rugu, lic uéng say nhat dinh rat thi vi” nhin Hodc Canh Than nhu da say,
dén ca nét mit cling len 16i mot tia cAm xtc lac 16ng, “Liic cdu udng say sé thé nao, khéc ch? Hay sé 6m
ngudi khac khong chiu buéng . . . . Hodc ¢6 1&, sé lam mdt chit chuyén ma binh thuong sé khong lam?”

No6i dén deé tai nay, Tham Trimg hoi xdu hd, nhung vAn thanh that tra 1oi: “T6i khong biét, chi 1a timg nghe
ngudi khac néi, lic t6i uéng say rat khé tri . . . 7

Hodc Canh Than nhu dang suy tu, xong lai hoi lan nita: “That sy khong thit mot 1an?”

Tham Tring ngan ngd, nhin vé chd mong an hién trong méat déi phuong, xuit phét tit sy kich thich nao day
ma c& cau ciing khong thé 1y giai, cAu gan nhu khong do du, vion tay nhan ldy ly rucu trén tay Hodc Canh
Than, nhin dong rugu mau hé phach trong ly, cAp téc nbe mot hép 16n.

Ruou thuan theo dau ludi vao cudn hong, tréi xudng thuc quin, Tham Tring nhin mat, ¢ khong ho khan.
Du sao ciing 1a rugu manh, vita vao miéng da nhu bdc chéy, khién khoang miéng va ¢d hong ctia ciu béng
rat, cdm giac kich thich qué mtec khién cAu cam thay khong dé chiu. Tham Tring nubt rugu trong miéng
xubng, lai tién tay bung ly nudc loc ké bén lén ubéng, xem nhu sic miéng tam, cdm gidc kich thich noi yéu
hau méi diu di.
Cau thiy hoi héi han, lai cé chiit cam chiu, cudi cling thé ly rugu xudng, cii thap dau. Cau hiéu 16, ltc cau
cu tuyét Hodc Canh Dung khong hé ¢ bat ky do du nao, tham chi cd 4y ndy ciing khoéng, nhung khi déi
mat véi Hodc Canh Than, cau phéat hién ban than that khé hanh dong theo 1y tri.

.. Pugc 16i, cai ly nay ting cham qua moi ciia Hoic Canh Than, xem nhu hén gidn tiép nha. Tham
Trung tim niém vui trong dau kho.

“T6i phéat hién hinh nhw t6i doan sai 16i.” Hodc Canh Than dung 4nh mit day suy tu quan sit cau.
“C6 ¢ gi?” Tham Trimg ngudc mét, hoang mang nhin vé phia déi phuong.

Hoéc Canh Than 18c¢ ddu, khong c6 tra 16i thing vAn dé ciia cu, ding lai chiéu cii, nhe giong hoi: “That su
khéng dong 7 yéu cau kia sao?”

Tham Trimg hoi ngd ra, cusi khd néi: “Bo trong toi gidng dang cap thiét mudn tré thanh ngudi thit ba
sao?”

“Khong, nhin cdu c6 vé rat sg toi” Hodc Canh Than tra 16i troi chay, “So dén ndi khéng dam thit rit tay
lai, 16 rang c¢6 can dam tit ch6i Cadnh Dung, lai khong dam tit chdi t6i.”

Khong phai s, 1a sg bi ghét — chi 1a khéng nhat thiét phai néi that, Tham Trimg thodi mai chuyén dé tai:
“Gi6i showbiz rat loan, néu nhu t6i cAm thay himg thi v6i chuyén nay, trude diy da chap nhan 16i mdi cta
ngudi khic réi, viée gi phai chd dén gis. Hubng hd, dinh déng v6i ngudi da cé vg, lai cang phién hon.”

“T6i chuta két hon.” Hodc Canh Than binh than néi, “Thit trén tay . . . chi 1a ca vi hon thé”
“Viéc ndy . . 7 Tham Tring hoi ngac nhién, ching qua day ciing ndm trong du tinh cta ciu.

“N6i 1a vi hon thé, chdng qua ciing chi 13 d6i tugng hén wée do cha t6i an bai. C6 dy hién gio dang du hoc
4 My, & day ciing dang qua lai v6i ban trai khdc.” Hoac Canh Than giong diéu dimg dung, cit nhu dang dé
cap dén mot ngudi anh quen, co ban khong hé quan tAm dén viéc vi hén thé & bén ngoai tim ban trai.

Tham Trimg suy nghi trong mot thoing, cham chuét néi: “Cac ngusi . . . . Phan ai niy choi?”
“Trude day von chua timg choi chung.” Hodc Canh Than dép ngin gon, xong lai uéng nta ly ruou.

Ubng nhanh dén véy, chéc 1a say, hodc ciing nga nga say. Tham Tring méi gom da ding khi dinh ding day
tam biét, thi dau vai lai triu ning, mot vat ning dat 1én vai trai cau, cé thit gi day choc choc bén gay céu,
hoi ngtta. D6 6 rang 1a téc Hoac Canh Than, cuing lic y thitc dude chuyén nay, cAu cAm thay tai minh néng
bung.

“Hoac tién sinh?”
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“Xin 151, dé t6i dua mot 14t giong néi ctia déi phuong tram ling, mui rudu nhan nhat hoa lan trong timg
16i ndi cta anh.

Hoi thd néng ruc nhu con quanh quan bén tai, Tham Trimg cAm gidc tim cAu sip nhay ra tit ¢d hong roi,
d6i phuong bat ngs dua sat nhu vy, néu néi 1a ming rd, chi bang néi hoang hon thi ding hon — Hoac Céanh
Than lai nhu khong hé nhan ra cdu dang cang thang va hoang sg, tham chi con nhe nhang co t6i co lui trén
vai cau.

Ngudi nay chic chin 1a dang say.

R6 rang hiéu rat ré, nhung Tham Tritmg van khong kiém ché duge len 1én lia mit nhin qua, ¢b gin tit trén
guong mit khong c6 cam xic ctia anh tim ra dau vét dang gid say, chi khong biét 1a do siic quan st cla
cAu qud kém, hay ky thuat dién xuét ctia Hofc Canh Thuan qua giéi, bo dang dén cd anh mét ciing to ra
bat gidc md mit, hoan toan khong gidng dang gid vo.

Tham Trimg nhu § trong moéng, 1y tri khéng biét bi quing dén x6 xin nao, khéng may may suy nghi, vo
thitc vuon tay.

“Nay, cAu lam gi anh t6i ddy.” giong néi lanh ling ciia Hodc Canh Dung tit bén canh truyén dén.

Tham Trimg giat ban, hdi hon lap tic rut tay lai, dé nén xdu hd dé giai thich: “Hodc tién sinh . . . . hinh
nhu say.”

“Cau khong thay 16i minh rat vo nghia sao, ai cha thay anh iy dang say. Cau dinh lam gi ngusi say dé ha?
Néu muédn ttc hiép anh hay 1a muén lam gi anh 4y, it nhat ciing phai dgi anh &y tinh rugu cht” Hoac Canh
Dung khéng may hai long néi.

Uc hiép? Lam gi anh ta?

Sau hoi lau, Tham Trimg méi chadm chap hiéu 16 ¥ Hodc Canh Dung mudn biéu dat, cubi cling simg s miit
do t6i mang tai.

“Po6 mat céi gi chit” Hoac Canh Dung ham hyc cam ram.

“Em néi chuyén qué thing thing” Hofic Canh Nghi ding ké bén khong tan thanh 1¢ ddu, quay qua néi véi
Tham Trimg moét cach khach sdo: “Ching t6i con ban viée, di trude day, anh ci danh lam phién ciu, dua
anh Ay vé nha anh hay di dau day cé thé, déu tiuy vao cau.”

Tham Trimg sing sot, voi vang néi: “Khéng, téi khong than véi Hofic tién sinh -7

Hoéc Canh Nghi chi cudi dap lai, ciing khong quan tAm cau néi gi, 16i Hoic Canh Dung dang bat mén roi
kh01 quan bar. Tham Triing ngdi cling ngic tai chd, cam gidc ngusi dang dua vao minh khé dong day, hoi
Am co thé cing mui rugu khién ngudi khac khé long lang quén, cang khong néi dén, noi tiép xtc sat rat giita
c4 hai truyén dén hoi néng khoan khoai, khién ngudi ta phai ling ting.

Binh thuong cau luén ludn gitt vé 6n hoa, chia néi da cudi, lic ndy lai khong cach nao cudi ndi.

Hoéc Canh Than that dé tién. Tham Tring nghi trong bung nhu viy. Bai vi ciu phét hién ban than khéng
cach nao tir chéi anh duge, nén Hodc Canh Than méi dung loai thii doan gan giii hét mitc kiéu nay, chua ké
con c¢6 Hoac Canh Nghi hitu § v6 tinh gitp da, ban lai khong dam tré mat, hién tai méi lam vao tinh thé
quan béach thé nay.

“Khéng can quan tadm t6i, cdu di di” Hodc Canh Than thip giong néi, “Piing nghe ching néi bay . . . .
anh no6i dén day, thi lay tay tu chéng dd co thé, roi khoi b vai ctia Tham Trimg, nga ra dua vao ghé.
“Nhung . . . ” Tham Tring trong phit chéc khéng ré 14 dbi phuong dang ding ké 1t mot bude tién ba
budc, hay that su tit bé cdu, suy nghi cuc ky hén loan, khong khéi day 1én ban khodn.

Noi ltic nay bi dua vao mat di d6 néng, dan dan lanh di, Tham Tring dang dinh thuén theo ¥ Hodc Cénh
Than néi 16i tit biét, thi thiy déi phuong bd ly rucu xudng, ding diy di vé phia khic. Tuy rang dang say,
nhung budc di ctia anh khé viing vang, Tham Trimg ciing yén tam, lic dang dinh di thi thiy mot cau trai
an mic tuong dbi thai trang vin Hodc Canh Than lai, hai ngusi dting & quay bar bt chuyén v6i nhau.
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Tt cdch néi chuyén ma phén dodn, hai ngudi von khong quen nhau, Hofic Canh Than nét mit v6 vi, cdu
trai néi may cdu, anh méi thinh thodng dap lai mot cau, thai do ciing khéng than thién, nhung dbi phuong
lai c6 vé kha nhiét tinh, 1an nita kéo gan khoang céch gitta hai ngudi, Hoic Canh Than ciing khong cu tuyét,
thé 1a cAu trai cang tdo bao hon, nu cudi trén mat cuc ky xan lan, chi thiéu chit nita, 1 gan nhu dan hét
ngudi 1én nguoi Hodc Canh Than.

Tham Trimg dimg chét tran, chi cAm gidc cd ngudi té ciing, gidng nhu hon dé, mat di do néng vén cb.

Vita niy con dua vao ngudi cau, say dén khong nhan ra ai, nay da di dén noi khic. Pém nay Hodc Canh
Than sé 1én giudng véi cau trai kia sao, chac chan sé. Tham Trimg ciing 13 dan 6ng, duong nhién nhan ra
duge khao khit ciing duc vong hién 6 dudi thai d6 nhiét tinh ctia cAu trai, ma Hodc Canh Than tuy khong
t6 ra than thién, nhung tit dau chi cudi cling khong c6 bat ky hanh déng nao thé hién ¥ cu tuyét hay tir chbi
khéo.

Vita nghi t6i day, cdu lién cdm thiy khong ra sao ca.

Hodc Canh Than san sang tinh mét dém véi ngudi khic, lai doi bo tién bao dudng cau. Cau khong 16 su
khéc nhau gifta chiing, ciing khéng mudn nghi. Nhung, sau khi hdi phuc tinh than, 4nh mat cdu lai d6i dién
v6i 4nh méat v6 tinh 1udt qua ctia Hoac Canh Than, trong gidy phit ay cAu thodng ngo ngac.

Anh mét Hodc Canh Than nhin cdu nhu mang theo chit tiéc nudi, nhung ciing 1an miy phan thoai mai,
duong nhu khéng qua c¢b chip dbi voi Tham Tring, du cé hitg thi véi cau, nhung van nam trong pham vi
hop 1y ¢6 thé khéng ché, nén Hodc Canh Than nhat dinh sé khong gip gap ép budc cau dong ¥ yéu cau clia
anh, bi tir chéi hai 1an, hién nhién ciing sé cho qua, khéng tiép tuc ding dan véi cau, diu sao cling khong
phai doi tuong diic biét thich, nén dit tit bo ciing khong phai khé chiu cho lam.

Kiéu thai do qua loa ditt khoac thé nay khién Tham Trimg cdm thiy vo cling néng mau.

Cau khong hé nghi ngoi nhiéu da di thang t6i chd Hodc Canh Than va ciu trai kia.

“C6 chuyén gi” Hodc Canh Than ngit diéu binh dn, thai dé khéch séo chu ddo, “Say sao? T6i goi ngusi dia
cau ve.”

Céch néi chuyén ciia déi phuong lai tré nén khich sdo vugt mitc binh thudng, ct nhu dang déi mat véi mot
ngudi quén ma khong quen, giong nhu khodnh khodc tiua trén vai cidu nghi ngoi chua ting xay ra, Hodc
Canh Than van duy tri phong dd hoan my, thai do lich thiép khéng cho chi trich.

“To6i khong say.” cau 16 di ltta gidn dang nhen nhém trong long, thdm chi mién cudng trung ra nu cudi binh
than nhu thuong.

Hoéc Canh Than chua kip néi gi, cAu trai bén canh da nhéan ra sy khéc la giita ho, ¥ thiic duge mdi nguy
dén gan nén lap titc xen mom: “Anh tim anh dy cé gi khong? Chiting tdi c6 hen rdi.”

“Téi. .. ” Tham Trimg nhat thoi nghen hong.

Déi phuong néi ding, ro rang cau khong ¢ gi mudn néi, nhung lai néng dau chay qua day bit chuyén, rét
cuodc 1a vi gi? Cau lai muén néi gi véi ngudi nay . . . .

Cau trai quan sat Tham Trimg mot luot, khong chit che gidu su khinh thudng ctia ban than: “Khong c6
viéc gi thi anh di dugc chua? Ding & ddy quiy ray ching to6i”

Hoéc Canh Than bé ly rugu xubng, nhiu may néi véi cAu trai: “Dimg nhu vay.”

D1t nhin anh khéng c6 cdm xtic gi, ngit diéu déu déu, nhung khi ciu trai nghe thay lai c6 cdm gidc nhu via
bi rin de, dau tién la v cling ngac nhién, sau thi lap tiic té ra nhu chi ché nhé muén liy long chii nhén,
giong n6i nhé nhe ma khép nép néi: “Em biét rdi, sau nay sé khong viy nita . . . . Em di qua kia chd anh.”
B6i vi ngdn tit biét diéu va thai do héi 161 ciia cau trai, Hodc Canh Than vuon tay, xoa mai téc di mau di
séc clia cau trai xem nhu khen thuéng. Céu trai lap ttic mim cudi tuoi réi, bin rin di t6i mot gbc quay bar
ngdi xubng, ngoan ngoan doi Hodc Canh Than.

Tham Trimg dimg moét bén chimg kién toan bo qua trinh, trai tim nhu mat di hoi Am.
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Sau hoi lau, cau c¢b ap ché cam gidc hoi hop va xau hé trong long, nhd giong hoi: “Téi . . . . thi khong
duge sao?”

“Cau khoéng mubn, duong nhién t6i sé khong ép bude.” Hodc Canh Than dép lai rat 6n hoa.

“Khéng phai ¥ nay” Tham Trimg cAm gidc dau 6¢ quay cudng, ngon nii lita bi dé ép dusi ddy long cit nhu
bat thinh linh bung phét, nham thach néng héi khéng ngiing tran ra, dét sach chit 1y tri cliing suy tu con
sét lai trong dau cdu, khong hé lya 15i da thét 1én: “Toi dang néi, néu nhu chi don giadn 14 tinh mot dém,
t6i khong duge sao?”

Hofic Canh Thin khong chit do dw hdi dép: “Khong duge.”

Tham Trimg ngd ngang, vo thitc mé miéng: “Bé ngoai clia t6i dep hon cau ta . . . ” cdu dang 4m chi cdu
trai cht dong tiép cdn Hodc Canh Than.

Ho#c Céanh Than lai lic dau, “Khéng phai vin dé d6.” anh dimg lai trong gidy lat, cudi ciing méi thap giong
néi: “T6i khong phai mot ngusi ban tinh tét, diéu dy chic cau khong biét, ciing khong can thiét phai biét.
Téi ciing sé ¢6 lic cam thiy tréng vang, thinh thoidng ciing mubn c6 ngudi bau bén, kiéu théa thuan hop
dong 10i ich khéac thich hop véi t6i, cling khéng phai ¢6 ¥ mubn xiic pham ciu, cdu khéng mudn cling 13
chuyén hién nhién, t6i sé khong vi viy ma thtt hin gi ciu, cing sé khong mai nhé nhung chuyén nay, cdu
khéng can lo ling.”

Tham Trimg nghe vAy, c6 nén gian héi: “Vay vita roi anh va cau ta la sao.” ciu biét r6 giong diéu ctia minh
rat hung hing, gan nhu 13 ¢b tinh gay han, nhung gid phit nay cau khéng hoi stic dau dé tam dén né.

“Cau ta rat nhiét tinh, t6i ciing khong ghét ngudi nhu vay . . . . Hodc Canh Than tra 15i ngin gon khon
khéo, nhung ham ¥ trong ngdn tit, khong ai nghe khong hiéu.

Tham Tring hoi do du, cudi cting 1lay hét diing khi, nhé giong néi: “Vay . . . . xem t6i nhu dbi tugng tinh
mot dém, duge khong?”

Hoéc Canh Than khéng tra 151, nhung thai do clia anh hoan toan biéu 16 ¥ tit chéi. Tham Trimg bdng nhién
sang t6. Dai loai 1a Hodc Canh Than ngay tit dau da nhan ra, Tham Tring khong thanh thao trong tinh &i,
1a mot ngudi khong biét choi, ciing khéng chai ndi tro ndy, nén tha rang dua ra yéu cau thda thudn loi ich,
ciing khong mudn ciing cau trai qua tinh mot dém.

Tuy vé 1y c¢6 thé hiéu, cling khong thé néi thai do ctia anh sai & dau, nhung chi biét rang né khién Tham
Tring cam thay gian dit hoa 1an oan tc cung cam tic lan tran tit ddy long, cudi cling thiéu rui cd cénh rimg.
“Cau Tham, cau —”

Hoéc Canh Than hinh nhu dinh néi gi, nhung Tham Trimg da kich déng giat ca vat anh, cb sitc kéo xudng,
& trude mit moi ngudi, gan nhu khiéu khich 1ap kin b méi anh.

4. Chuong 4

. Git nhé lai, tuy ban than chi uéng mét ngum rugu manh, nhung chic chin 1a cau da say. Tham
Trlmg hoi tudng dén chuyén xay ra tdi qua, khéng khéi tham 6m dau khéc than trong long.
Chuong Trudng Bich tritng ciu, lanh ling néi: “Néu biét sai, sao trude day con lam?”

Tham Tring khong 161 nao dé néi, khéng cach nao bién ho, gibng nhu chit ché nhé bi chii nhan khién trach
ma déng thuong guc dau xudng, cb ging gianh lay su thong cdm va mém 1ong ctia dbi phuong. Tiéu Dong
dimg mét bén trong tinh hinh nhw thé, voi lén tiéng hoa giai: “Dit sao chuyén nay cing da dude ling xubng,
chi Chuong dung néng ma.”

Chuong Truong Bich hit mot tiéng, “Téi cho cau di quan bar, 13 dé tuyén truyén scandal ctia cdu va Diéu
T Ham, thudn tién gianh may mét bdo, tang chiit danh tiéng, chit khong béo cau di tir lam mat mit! Cang
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mién ban, con bi tui paparazzi ctia miy tuan san chup dude anh trong quan bar, néu khong phai c6 Hodc
tién sinh kip thdi ding ra dan xép vu nay, gid cdu con cd hoi ma ngdi & day ha?” co néi dén doan nay, dap
manh xudng ban.

C6 vita nhic dén Hodc Canh Than, sic mat Tham Trimg lic xanh lic d6, qua that xau hd chét duge.

Chuyén xay ra tdi qua nhu hién 16 trudc mét, dau tién 14 cdu cudng hén Hodc Canh Than, sau d6 161 ngudi
ta r0i khoi quan bar, chuyén tiép theo d6 nita, hau nhu ¢6 thé néi 1a theo 16 thudng tinh . . . .

Hodc Canh Than cho tai xé 14i xe, thuin tién kéo cidu ngdi vao ghé sau, cin din tai xé vé nha cau trude,
nhung Tham Tritmg lai quan lay Hoic Canh Than khéng chiu budng ra, ma Hodc Canh Than ciing khong
tinh tdo hon cau 1a bao, phat sinh mét s6 chuyén thuoc kiéu say rugu lam loan, thuc ra ciing cé thé hiéu.

Tham Trimg nhé lai t6i hém qua minh ngdi & ghé sau, khong dé v téi tai xé & dang truée, mot bén thi hon
t6i hon lui Hodc Canh Than, mét bén thi mo mang dua sit rdt vao Hodc Canh Than, dodn chimg khi dé
cam xtic xau hé ciia ban than déu biét mat tam.

Thanh ra, sau diy moi Hodc Canh Than vao nha, hai ngusi tham chi con khéng vao téi trong, ditng ngay
huyén quan thiét tha quan quit liy nhau . . . . Chang qua Hodc Canh Than con mét chit 1y tri, ngoai trit
hoén nhau, cling khong lam gi khéc, cudi ciing dua ciu vao t6i trong nha thi ra ve.

Nhung, sang nay khi Tham Tring tinh diy, nhin vio guong thiy trén ¢6 minh van con luu lai ddu hon, thi
lap tiic hiéu tat ci khong phai chi 1a mot gidc mong xuan, chuyén xay ra t6i qua déu 1a thue, r6 rang Hodc
Céanh Than khéng hé mudn, vay ma cau cit dinh lay . . . . Tham Tring xau hé dén ndi han khong thé lap
tttc mat tri, d5 phai bi dan viit bsi hoi tc néng béng nay.

Té hon chinh 1a, hém nay c6 cong viéc.

Tham Tring mit mii sa sam, nhé dén ké tiép phai tham duw hop béo, ciing Hoic Canh Dung tuyén truyén
cho bd phim méi, di thu hinh cho mét chuong trinh tro chuyén khé hip dan, nhung cdu lai cAm thiy ué oai
nhu cay cbi bi gié tap mua sa vui dép, dén ca stic luc dé udn thang lung cling bi cudn bay sach sé.

“Céu t6 thai do gi thé ha? Mau quéat ddy tinh than coil” Chuong Trudng Bich khong né tinh méng thing
mit cau, “Doi lat nita con phai di hop béo, dén lic dé sé cé phéng vién, cdu khéng quén ban than phai lam
gi day chi?”

“Em biét rdi.” Tham Tring rau i néi.

C&n ct theo théng tin Chuong Trudng Bich tiét 16 nay gi, Hodc Canh Than da bé tién mua lai s6 anh chup
canh ho hén nhau trong quan bar t6i qua, it nhat diéu ay ciing gitip Tham Trimg c6 thé thé phao nhe nhom
phan nao.

Pa phan truyén théng hém nay déu dang chii tdm viét voi vé scandal ctia cdu va Diéu Td Ham, tra 16
phéng van clia phéng vién ciing can mot it ky xdo, vi du nhu khi néi ¢b ¥ gidu dau hé dudi, hodc chuyén
huéng cau chuyén, di1 sao cang té ra nhu khong cé gi, ho cang cAm thay qud that cé van dé, bdo 14 cai thi
sé& phéng doan thuin theo chiéu huéng ma khan gid wa thich, nhu vy méi duge xem 1a mot bai hay.

Sau khi héa trang xong, Tham Trimg di t6i phong studio, ngdi xuéng mot géc s6 pha.

Hofc Canh Dung da dén truée cau, cam di dong khong biét dang xem gi, dai loai 1 chai tro choi. Tham
Triung khoéng nhin cau ta, ciing khéng cé himg thd bat chuyén, im ling ngdi mét chd. Phia dao dién hinh
nhu con dang thuong lugng gi ddy, tam thsi van chua yéu cau bat dau ghi hinh, Tham Trimg cAm thay mot
tran dau dau nho nhé, chan may cau lai.

“Say?” Hodc Canh Dung khong nhin cdu, ¢6 vé hoi ha hé ndi.

Tham Trimg liéc nhin ciu ta, ué oai néi: “Ttu luong cia tdi von khong tt.”

“Nhin khéng ra cau la ngudi viy day.” Hoé&c Canh Dung giong diéu quéi dan, c6 cam gidc v6 cung la ky.
“HA?” Tham Trimg khong hiéu gi hét.

“Pitng n6i cau khong nhé chuyén xay ra téi qua.” Hoac Canh Dung ngudc mat 1én, quan sat cau.
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Tham Trimg tuyét déi khong mudn théo ludn vé dé tai nay, nhung Hodc Canh Dung lai khing khing phdt
15 sic mat cdu, van tiép tuc tu néi: “Anh chup t6i cling c6 xem, cdu gan 16n ghé, that su 13 khién ngusi
khéc nhin v6i cap mat khac xua.”

N . X ~, ¥ N 2 N ~ PN < A A o2 X X. <
Khoéng nhin noi nita, cuoi cing Tham Trimg ciing mé miéng cat ngang cdu ta, “Cau hiéu nham roi, Hoac
tién sinh.”

“La sao.” Hodc Canh Dung giuong mit nhin cdu, hoi chit hoang mang.

“Théat ra t6i lam viéc nay, chi vi mong thu hit su chi ¥ ctia cAu” Tham Trimg thanh khan néi, “Céu va
Hodc Canh Than rat gibng nhau, to6i udng say, con tudng ngudi t6i hon 1a cdu  that ra toi ddi véi cau chinh
1a tiéng sét &i tinh khac cbt ghi tam!”

“Pi” Hodc Canh Dung mit hién ré chan ghét chin hong ciu, trén mit tran tré cAm xitc khé tin lai phan
cam, “Dimg néi may 16i kiéu dé, mic 6i qua di, mubn néi ca da ga. Chua ké dién xuat clia ciu té hai nhu
vay . . . . Gia cfing gia khong giéng.”

“Vay cau ciing dimg nhéc t6i chuyén d6 nita.” Tham Trimg liéc nhin sic mit tiic tbi ciia déi phuong, trong
long 14n 14n cam gidc vui suéng khi tra thu.

Hai ngudi dong thoi im ling, sau mot lic 1au, Hodc Canh Dung méi khé hit mét tiéng, odn trach néi: “Céu
lam gi ch®? Dam lam con sg ngudi ta néi.”

Tham Tritng nghi dén nhung chuyén xy ra tdi qua, con c6 cai 6m viing vang ciia Hodc Canh Than, khong
khéi mat doé bing tim dap nhanh, nhung van té vé binh tinh néi: “D6 chi 1 viéc ngoai ¥ mubn.”

“La  sao ” Hodc Canh Dung théi d6 nhu liy 1¢, hién nhién khong hé tin 16i clia ciu.
Tham Tritg ngdm miéng, ré rang 1a khong mudn noi.

Tuy rang c6 thé vién c6 tat ca do 161 clia rugu, chi 13 viée ngoai ¥ mudn, nhung ban than Tham Tring hiéu
16 hon ai hét, lic Hofic Canh Than dép lai nu hén ctia cdu, ban than cdu qué that rdt vui suéng, hon nita
con tham lam mudn nhiéu hon nita. Nhung Hodc Canh Than lai nhit muc khéng mudn thuén thé tiép tuc,
Tham Tritng ciing vo ké kha thi, t6i git, cling chi cé thé Iita minh dbi ngudi ma bién tat ca trd thanh viéc
ngoai y muon.

Cau hoan toan khoéng cich nao phii nhan, téi qua khi hai ngudi 6m nhau, trong gidy phit thodng qua &y,
cau hoan toan khong c6 sttc chdng ci, qua that mubn dong ¥ yéu cau bao dudng ctia Hodc Canh Than. Mot
dém tréi qua, tdc dung clia rugu hét, cdu hoéi phuc tinh tdo, tuy héi han, nhung lai cling mo hd cdm thay
may mén vi chwa dong ¥ chuyén dé.

Chéng qua, c6 déi khi cAu ciing sé tudng tuong, nhd dau cdu dong ¥, thi sé ra sao nhi?

Pai loai sé giébng nhu nhitng ngudi séng trong giéi nay, danh khoadng thoi gian tréng khong cé céng viéc cho
d6i téc, ngoai trit trén giudng, ciing phai theo doi tic di nghi hay du lich, dung hét moi céch lay long d6i
tac, dua vao diy ddi lay nhiéu co hdi cong viée, ¢6 18 thit lao thie t& nhu nha & xe ¢d céc loai, dgi doi tac
chan méi quan hé nay r6i, thi biét diéu khong quiy ray nita.

Néu véy, hinh nhu cling khong té 1dm. Néu ciu cé thé théa man v6i mitc thi lao ban than nhan duge, dong
thoi khong chit do du bé qua nguyén tac ban than, vy thi chuyén nay hoan toan khong cé bat ky van dé
gi, cau cé tu tin c6 thé hoan thanh xuét sic cong viéc nay.

Chéng qua, su that va tuéng tuéng vinh vién khong bao gid gidbng nhau, qua that ciu ¢é cam tinh v6i Hofc
Céanh Than, cling c6 thé vuot xa hon cai goi 1 cdm tinh . . . . Chinh vi diéu nay, cAu méi khoéng cach nio
vd nhu khong tit bé ton nghiém ban than, lya chon thuc hién thoa thuén 1gi ich hai bén.

Néu nhu that su dong ¥, trong tuong lai hai ngudi chia tay, & trong long Hodc Canh Thin, ban than ching
qua ciing chi 14 mot ngudi ting vi lgi ich ma ban than? Cau vén da khong phai mot ngudi xuat sic, béi vay,
dut chi mét chit ciing t6t, cAu khong mudn & truée mit Hodc Canh Than dé 16 bo dang tham hai hay khé
khan.
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Méy thang sau, Tham Trimg bit dau quay mot b phim dién anh, trong phim sim vai nam phu. Cau da tir
bd viéc ngdi dém xem day 1a 1an thit bao nhiéu dién vai phu, dit sao dém ciing khong xué, day 1a cong viéc
duge quyét dinh tir chimng nita nidm trude, chi do nam chinh va nit chinh mai chua quyét dinh, nén méi kéo
dai t6i tan bay gio.

Trong budi hop bdo bAm méy, Tham Tritng mai hay, nam chinh ctia bo phim da duge xéc dinh 14 Hodc Canh
Dung, nit chinh 14 Diéu T# Ham, déu 13 ngudi quen. Sé di manh tay st dung ngudi méi, phan 16n 13 vi me
ctia Diéu Tt Ham minh tinh mét thdi hai musi nadm trudc chiu ha gid dién mot vai khach mdoi trong phim.

Nghi t6i phai déng phim chung véi Hodc Canh Dung, Tham Tritng cdm thay 4p huc rat 16n.

Cong viéc nay khong cé kha ning bé dé, nhung Hodc Canh Dung lai khién cdu cam thay phién ndo, dimg
néi t6i Hode Canh Dung 14 ngusi khong dé hoa hop, ky that ngoai trit tinh tinh, Hodc Canh Dung ciing
khéng phai ngudi xau, giéng nhu con meéo khé chiéu, chi can t6 thai do kién nhan tiép tuc vudt 1ong néd
thi 6n rdi, chang qua, nhin thdy guong mit cia Hofic Canh Dung, Tham Trimg sé luén ludén nghi dén mot
ngudi, khong tét ti nao.

Thét chdt Tham Trimg va Hodc Canh Than khong than, tinh di tinh lai ciing chi méi cham mit may lan,
céu hoan toan khéng can thiét phai nhé anh, nhung sau dém & quén bar, thit cAm tinh méng manh vi tiép
xtic than mat ma thodng cii ting vot, Tham Tritng cAm thiy ciu qua ding 13 dan 6ng, dan 6ng déu la cam
thi, nhitng cdi cham néng béng tdi dy, chi can hoéi tudng cling di lam cAu cdm thay miéng ludi khé khoc.

Céam gidc vé Hodc Canh Than rat tuyét . . . . That ra thi Tham Trimg ciing khong c6 kinh nghiém nao
khéc, khéng néi duge 1y do tai sao, chi 1a theo truc gidc clia cdu thi nhu vay rat tuyét, mui huong pha lan
gifta mui thudc 14 thoang thodng va cdn, lic hén nhau lai thd bao mdt cach bat ngd, dém dé dudng nhu
Hoéc Canh Than c6 chit mat khéng ché, tuy rang lic sau phanh lai kip thoi, nhung vao truée diy, cai cam
xtic nhu mudn can nudt ciu qua that lam ngusi khac mat di kha ning tu duy, vita nghi téi thi mit lai néng.

“Cau biét khong, moi ngudi dang dén nhau rang, cdu thuong tham téi dé.” Hoac Canh Dung ngdi ké bén
liéc cau, lanh ling mé miéng.

Tham Trimg vita nghe xong, thiéu diéu phung hét tra trong miéng ra, “Cau néi bay ba gi dé!”

“Cau khong phét hién ha? CAu thudng hay nhin m#t t6i ma ngo ngac.” Hodc Canh Dung khéng vui néi tiép,
“Tb6i khong cé hiing thid véi chuyén cdu thich ai, nhung t6i khong mudn bi bién thanh vét thay thé.”

“Téi khong ¢6.” Tham Tring voi vang gidi thich, “D6 d6, chi 1a nhat thai . . . . khong kiém long duge . .
7 n6i ra 19i nay, cd cdu con cdm thay xau ho, cit nhu hoc sinh tiéu hoc pham 151, chi biét quan béch cii
gap dau, né tranh 4nh mat d6i phuong.

“Cau thich anh t6i téi viy co ddy.” Hoac Canh Dung hit mét tiéng, xong lai dit ra nghi van: “Nghi sao ciing
thay khong didng, t6i dep hon anh dy, tré hon anh Ay, tai sao cdu lai khong tam tia t6i?”

“A ... ” Tham Trimg nhin ciu ta, xong quyét dinh khong nén da kich long tu trong clia cu ta: “Téi thich
ngudi 16n tudi hon minh.”

“U, 1y do tam chdp nhan duge.” Hoic Canh Dung sic mit hoi diu di, giong diéu cling nhe nhang hon ti, “Cé
diéu phai néi that, khong cho phép cdu nhin t6i, chuwa ké mdi 1an nhin t6i cdu sé ngan ngo ma dé mat, 13
dang noén néng cung t6i tung scandal tinh ai a.”

“Khong phai! Tuyét déi khong phai!” Tham Tring qua quyét phi dinh that nhanh.

MAy thidng dén, vi céng viéc quay phim nén phai di dén viing nui cia mot huyén khéic, hai ngudi & chung
khic san, c6 khong it canh tay doi, can thudng xuyén luyén tap 10i thoai, lai khéng c6 ban bé cling tudi nao
khéc, thanh ra ho cling tit la thanh quen, ldc nghi ngoi thudng hay cting nhau giét thai gian.

Hién tai ma néi, quan hé ctia ciu va Hodc Canh Dung dai loai c6 thé goi 1a ban be . . . . Tham Tring nghi
vay. Tuy Hoic Canh Dung thudng hay néi miy ciu odn trach ciu, khau khi ciing khong t6t dep, nhung
lic nghi ngoi ludén luén chii dong tim ciu, ¢ nhu con meéo khé chidu, mdt bén dung vudt cao cdu, mot bén
chiém déng chd ngdi clia ngudi khac, con sai bdo ngudi khic nhu ding roi, nhung du lip lai bao nhiéu lan
van khong khién ngusi khac ghét. Séng ma séng duge dén nude d, xem nhut dinh cao ctia thanh cong roi.
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Déi Tham Tring ma néi, Hodec Canh Dung tinh tinh té 1au nhung hanh xi thing thing, tuyét déi khong
khé hoa hgp.

“Néu thich anh y, sao khong dong y v6i anh 4y’ Hodc Canh Dung hoi ngip ngimg: “Téi sé khong xem
thudng cau dau.”

Git day khi ban dén dé tai nay, Tham Tritmg da c6 thé git binh tinh ma néi: “Cam on cau, nhung to6i tu c6
suy tinh.”

“Tiy cAu thoi. C6 diéu néu cdu nudi y dinh yéu duong nghiém tic, thi tim anh dy 1a vé phuong day.” Hodc
Cénh Dung lau bau.

“Tai sao?” Tham Tring ngac nhién héi lai.

“Tit trude dén nay t6i chua ting thiy anh ay yéu duong.” Hofic Canh Dung givong méit, chic nhu dinh déng
cot: “Anh ay khong c6 hitg thi véi tinh yéu.”

)

“Ptang ha . . ..

Tham Tritng c6 chit tiu nghiu, lai nghi t6i dap 4n nay that ra rat hop ly. Dit sao Hodc Canh Than ciing da
c6 dbi tuong két hon, chic qua miy nim nita sé két hon, v6i gia thé ciia anh, day chéc 14 cai hay goi 1a hén
nhan thuong mai, trong tinh canh d6, Hodc Canh Than khéng c6 hting thi véi tinh yéu, ciing ¢6 thé hiéu
dugec.

May thang qua, cAu chia mot lan gip lai Hoic Canh Than, ciing khong lién lac v6i d6i phuong, nghi téi c6
thé hién tai chdc Hodc Canh Than da tim dbi tuong himg tht hon r6i khong chimg.

Té6i gi, Tham Trimg da cé thé tdAm binh khi hoa déi dién vé6i tinh cdm ciia ban than, dong thdi thit khong
nhé dén Hodc Canh Than nita. Ky that cau khong quen Hodc Canh Than, ciing khong o6 dbi phuong mubn
gl, chi 1a don phuong niy sinh tinh cdm véi Hoic Canh Than, lai hy vong duge dap lai, con Hodc Canh
Than khéng dap lai cau, cling 14 chuyén thudng tinh.

Tham Trimg von cho rang trai tim minh da binh ling nhu mit nuée hd, nhung vao mot dém clia miy ngiy
sau day, lic & ngoai cita khach san bat ngd nhin thiy Hoac Canh Than, cdu lai phat gidc ban than ngay ci
néi ciing khong biét phai néi gi.

“Anh . . . ciu ngo ngac.

“Pa lau khéng gip, cdu Tham.” Hodc Canh Than thai dé khach sdo lai khong thiéu 1& do, “T6i di cong téc
ngang qua day, san tién dén tham Canh Dung.

Héa ra 1a dén thim nuoi. Tham Trimg nghi viy, dong thoi tra 16i: “Céu 4y hién tai di vang rdi. Cong viée
hom nay vita két thiic, dao dién tim cdu dy c6 chiit viéc . . . . Chac phai chit nita méi ve.”

Hoéc Canh Than am tham nhiu may, hinh nhu c6 chit ric rbi.

“Mudn dén phong t6i dgi khong?” ma xui quy khién thé nao, Tham Tring ciing khong biét tir dau ma ban
than cé diing khi héi cau nay.

Hodc Canh Than hoi bat ngd, sau lai khé cudi, “VAy lam phién cau.”

Nu cudi ciia anh qué théat rat dep. Lic Tham Trimg din ngudi 1én 1au vé phong, ¢t nghi nggi vu vo.

Ta lanh trong phong chi ¢é ca phé va hong tra déng lon, sau khi héi y Hoic Canh Than, Tham Trimg dit
lon ca phé ngay truéc mit Hodc Canh Than. Hoac Canh Than vita nhin thiy lon ca phé thi cusi, “Cau rat
so ddng?” trén vo lon ¢6 ghi ham lugng sita hon 50%, hién nhién né rat rat ngot.

Tham Trimg hoi chit xdu hé, “Dung tam di, t6i chi ¢ cai nay.”

Hai nguoi khong ai néi chuyén, Tham Trimg cdm thiy xau hé. Lan gip gd trude, ho con 6m hén dudi anh
dén md 30, hién tai lai nhu hai ngudi xa la vita khéo biét tén ctia nhau, dén ca thao ludn thoi tiét cling cé
vé la Jam. Tham Trimg hoi do du, givong méit nhin vé phia Hodc Canh Than.

Hoac Canh Than ciing dang nhin cdu, mot lic sau, bdng anh mim cusi, “Khéng nén bay ra biéu tinh dé.”
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“Biéu tinh gi?” Tham Trimg hoang mang.

“T6i da quén chuyén ngay Ay roi, cdu ciing c6 thé lam thé” Hodc Canh Than binh tinh néi, “Con nita, ciu
d6 mat. Cau that sy khong biét cach che gidu ban than . . . . Dau gl cAu ciing 1a moét dién vién.”

Tham Trimg tram triéu lan khong ngd dén Hodc Canh Than sé néi vy, trén mit nhu néng bimg 1én, qua
that cuc ky xdu hd. Bat ké 13 ban than trong v6 thitc boc 16 tinh cdm, hay do k§ ning dién xuit da té hai
dén khéng ai c6 thé nhuong bude, ca hai thit d6 déu 13 ndi khd long ctia cdu, Hofc Canh Than néi thing
nhu vy, trai lai khién cAu khong thé tiép tuc trén tranh.

“Anh biét thi duge r6i can gi phai néi ra, cb y x6 xién t6i sao?” Tham Trimg cudi cudi, néi nhu tu gidu.

“Khéng phai” Hodc Canh Than udng mét ngum ca phé, lap ttic nhin may, bo lon ca phé xudng, “Néi 16
rang cling t6t, tdi d6 toi ciing hdi say, cAu cling . . . 7

“Xin 16i, con c6, cdm on.” Tham Tritng cii thip dau, nhé giong néi: “Tdi d6 that su lam phién anh rdi, xét
tt moi mét ma néi . . . 7 khong chi quin liy d6i phuong, lai con bi chup &dnh, cudi cing ciing 13 Hoac Canh
Than dtng ra gidi quyét rac réi lay anh vé, bat ké thé nao, Tham Trimg déu ng anh mét ciu xin 16i va cadm
on.

“Khong can khéch sdo” Hodc Canh Than khong dé tam.

“That sy khong can téi 1ay than bdo dép a?” ciu cb trdn an ban thin, néi mot cAu néi dua.

“Khong.” Hodc Canh Than tra 15i ngin gon, lai suy nghi thém mot chit, “Nhu viy khong hay.”

Péi phuong khong néi khong can thiét, ciing khong néi khéng mudn hay khong chiu, chi néi khong hay . . .
. R&t cuoc 1a khong hay chd nao . . . . La tinh cdm clia ciu, hay su ton tai ctia chinh ban than cdu, hay
kiéu quan hé nay sé mang dén phién phiic? Tham Trimg mudn hoi, nhung lai khong héi nén 15i, chi ¢6 thé
im ling nhin thing ngudi dan éng truée mit. Trén co ban cdu hoan toan khong hiéu ngudi nay, nhung bi
d6i phuong hdp dan manh mé, dén ca chinh ciu ciing 6 két qua clia tat cd nhitng déng hén loan nay la vi
cai gi.

Tham Trimg von cho rang ban than da cé thé tit bd, nhung Hodc Canh Than lai vAn ctt xuat hién trudc mat
cau, nd luc miy thing qua hoan toan that bai trong gang tac.

Théat su 1a dang chét. Cau rau 11 nghi.

“Tham Trimg, t6i ” Hodc Canh Than méi n6éi dude mot nita, thi dét nghot im bat.

Anh m&t hai ngudi rat &n ¥ cliing nhin vé phia cita s6, thiiy tinh phat ra &m hudng va cham rat nho, chi qua
vai gidy, Am huéng ndy 16n dan 1én, khién long ngudi lanh di. Dé 14 dong dat. Ho liéc mét nhin nhau, dong
thoi dting day, nhung khong kip, Hoac Canh Than sic mit thay d6i, viton tay diay manh, Tham Trimg bat
ngd khong dé phong, dot nhién bi day té ngad xudng dat, lai nghe bén tai vong lén tiéng nd, trong phong
phtit chdc tré nén t6i den, ctp dién.

“Anh sao 16i?” cdu lo ling hoi.

“To6i khong sao.” giong néi ddi phuong van binh tinh nhu trong qua khit, “Céu chui xudng ban, ditng nhiic
nhich.”

Tham Trimg nhay cam phét hién cé bat thudng, trong long 4nh 1én mot tia bat an, nhung van lam theo 15
d6i phuong, chui xuéng ban, cling khéng nhtic nhich. Péng dat van tiép tuc, so véi lan tai nan Tham Tring
ting trai qua trong tri nhé con déng sg hon, cdm gidc nhu ci khach san déu lung lay, té hon chinh 13, kién
tric ctia khach san nay kha cit ky, nhitng chuyén cé thé xay ra sau diy, Tham Tring ci nghi ciing khong
dam nghi.

“Hodc Canh Than, c¢6 phai anh bi thuong khéng?”

Trong phong hoan toan yén tinh.

Tham Trimg c6 chiit lo ling, & trong béng t6i vuon tay 1an mo, dau tién cham phai noi gidng nhu mit Hodc
Canh Than, tiép theo ngén tay truyén dén xic cdm néng ruc uét at, cAu tham la khong hay roi, rut tay
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lai, phat hién chat 1éng niy mang theo mui r6 rang, cang thdy hoang loan hon, lién thanh goi: “Hodc Canh
Than? Hodc Canh Than?”

Mic ké cAu gap gap noén néng bao nhiéu, Hoic Canh Than van khong hé tra 15i cau.

5. Chuong 5

Dong tac got v6 tdo ctia Tham Tring nhe nhang, con dic biét tia vo tdo thanh tai thé, sip ngay ngan vao
hop bado quan, mé miéng hdi ngusi dang ngdi bén canh: “Cau mudn &n khong?”

Hoac Canh Dung tritng mat liéc cau, “Khéng them.”
Tham Trimg nghe vay, ciing khong gian, chi yén ling don déng vé téo, tiép tuc got trai thit ba.

Dém xay ra dong dat, Hodc Canh Than bi dén roi tring dan dén bi thuong, may 1a vét thuong khéng nghiém
trong, chi 14 ndo bi chdn dong nhe, nghe néi chi can diéu dudng miy ngay 1a c6 thé xuit vién.

Tham Tritg b&t dau tit lic d6, nhu roi vao trang thai khiing hoang. Néu khéng phai Hoic Céanh Than kip
thoi ddy céu ra, chic ngudi ndm trong bénh vién lic nay 1a cau chit khong phai anh, con dong dat tao thanh
thién tai dbi v6i viing nii héo lanh, khu d6 thi vi § khé xa nén chiu 4&nh hudng tuong déi nhe, khéng cé xay
ra ton that gi dang néi.

Ciing ngay trong khach san, ngoai trit Hodc Canh Than, con cé may ngudi khéc ciing bi thuong, chi 1a khong
niing, dém d6 sau khi dong dat ngimg lai, nguon dién hoi phuc, ding lic Hodc Canh Dung quay veé, hai
ngudi voi vang goi xe cAp ctu dua Hodc Canh Than dén bénh vién, tuy rang béc si bao ddm Hofic Canh
Than chi bi hén mé tam thdi, sé mau chéng tinh lai, nhung Hoic Canh Dung van khéng yén tam, ltc thi
goi dién cho anh hai thuong luong, lic thi lo 1ling di qua di lai trong phong bénh.

Hodc Canh Than nam trén giudng bénh, trén tran quan day bing gac, gibng nhu dang ngii, hon nita con
ngl rat say, mic ké Hodc Canh Dung giy ra tiéng dong gi, anh ciing khong dong ddy. Tham Tritng khong
¢ viée gl dé lam, nén méi ngdi yén mot bén, got téo giét thoi gian.

Sau mét hoi lau, Hodc Canh Dung quay dau lai, giong diéu cuc ky khé chiu néi véi cau: “Nay, tay cau chiy
maéau kia!”

Tham Trimg d6 ra, nhin vé phia tay minh, khong biét bit dau tir lic ndo, dau ngén tay bi rach mot dudng,
dang chay mau. Cau bo dao got trai ciy xubng, cdm gidc tay minh dudng nhu dang run ray, ky thuat bép
nic ctia cdu rat gidi, miy nim gan day chua ting bi su cb trong bép, lai khéng ngd rang chi got trai cay
ciing bi dao cit tring tay, néi ra nhat dinh sé trd thanh chuyén cudi.

“Cau dimg vay.” Hodc Canh Dung nhin may, “Béc si ndi roi, anh ay sé tinh lai ngay ma.”
“Téi biét.” Tham Tring thap giong néi, “Nhung toi . . .

Cau chgt nhé dén trude lac xdy ra déong dat, hinh nhu Hodc Canh Than dinh néi gi v6i cau, tham chi con
mé miéng goi tén cau. Tham Trimg khong biét 16t cude lic dé Hodc Canh Than mudn néi gi, chi 13 16 md
nghi, sau khi bi con dong dat niy cit ngang, chii dé kia cé thé sé vinh vién khéng duge nhic dén nita. Ching
qua gi¢ nay ngdi ngam lai, lic d6 Hodc Canh Than mudn néi gi ciing khong quan trong, Tham Trimg sau
khi trai qua chuyén nay, da quyét dinh dua ra Iya chon cubi cung.

Sang s6m ngay héom sau, Hodc Canh Than qua nhién tinh lai.

Dém hom truéc Tham Trimg khong c6 gi dé lam, da ngdi got hét ca bich tdo, trong tii lanh chit day bao
quan dung tdo, cudi ciing do qué mét méi, tiy tién ngdi Gp sap 1én giudng ngl, trg 1y nghe duge tin chay
dén thi bi cau dudi vé khach san bdo cdo chuyén nay cho dai dién ciia cau la chi Chuong. Khéng biét qua
bao 14u, mai dén lic cé mot ban tay cham vao téc cdu, cdu méi mo mang cé cam gidc hoi tinh tdo, mS mit
mé mit ra.
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“ ... Anh tinh roi” cdu ngo ngic néi.
Hodc Canh Than dwa vao dau giuong, guong mit binh tinh, “Sao ciu lai & day.”

“Anh khong sao chtt? Pau con dau khéng?” Tham Trimg voi vang ding déy, vita hoang mang vita khin
truong, “Toi di goi bac st t6i!”

“Canh Dung dau?”
“Anh ding dong day, vét thuong con chua lanh”

Hai nguoi dbi thoai hoan toan khéng khép nhau, Tham Trimg ciing khong ngai, goi béc si téi kiém tra so
luge, sau khi biét Hofc Canh Than that si khong sao, trong long cubi cling ciing ¢6 thé thé phao nhe nhém.
Liic Hofic Canh Dung day cita di vao, thi thiy Hofc Canh Than di mé mét, sic mit nhin so qua ciing khéng
khé chiu 14m.

“Em di quanh day kiém quan &n mua bita sing.” cdu vita néi vira gic cai tii trong tay 1én néi.

Tham Trimng ludng cudng bay cai ban nhd trén giudng bénh ra, Hoic Canh Dung md tti plastic, lay tit bén
trong ra nao la banh bao banh tritng banh nuéng sandwich hamburg banh muffin dd thit, dd udng thi cé ba
loai sita bap, hong tra lanh va ca phé néng, Tham Trimg thiy ma tron tron mét, vo thic héi: “Cau mua
phan bita sing cho miy ngudi vay?”

Nhin chiing lugng va sb lugng moén, dai loai 13 di sdu ngudi &n.

Ho#c Canh Dung lau bau: “Ciing khong phai t6i mudn &n.” cAu cam 1én mot ly hong tra va sandwich cho
Tham Tring, “Pay 14 ctia cau.” lai kéo mot phan banh bao va ca phé néng vé phia minh, “Pay 14 clia t6i.”
toan bo dd an con lai duge day t6i truéc mat Hoac Canh Than, buc boi néi: “Toan clia anh dy.”

Tham Tring stng nguoi.

Sau mot lic lau, cdu méi hiéu tai sao Hoac Canh Dung phai mua nhiéu mén nhu vay. Hién nhién 1a do
Ho#c Canh Than cuc ky kén &n, sandwich chi cin mot miéng rdi théi, banh bao &n hai cai, banh trimg mién
cudng an dude mot nita, ca phé thi ubng hét khong chita mot giot. Hodc Canh Dung khong hé c6 phéan ting
gl diic biét, an hét xiing banh bao ctia minh, lai cam lay xtmg banh bao con du hon phan nita ciia Hodc
Céanh Than tiép tuc &n.

“Sao cau khong &n.” Hodc Canh Than hoi khé hiéu, “Khéng d6i bung?”
“Khong, t6i dn ngay” Tham Trimg thin thd cin nudt sandwich, ching hidu vi sao, tdm tinh khé phtic tap.

Dgi ba ngudi dung xong bita sang, Hoic Canh Dung thu don déng hop gidy bao bi bita sang bd vao tii
plastic, md& miéng néi: “T6i di quang rac.”

Hoac Canh Than hién nhién d6i véi thai d6 hiéu 1j 1é ctia em trai nha minh cdm thay rat ddng khen, gat
dau. Hodc Canh Dung vita di, trong phong bénh chi con lai Hodc Canh Than v Tham Trimg. Cau thiy
hoi v6 thd, nghi nghi, dtng ddy md t lanh, 14y ra hop bdo quan dung tdo hinh thd, chan chd néi: “An it
trai cay chua?”

Trong phong bénh yén tinh, hai ngudi cam cay tam, ling 1& &n téo.

Tuéng Hodc Canh Than &n tdo kha nha nhin, téc dé cdn nudt khong nhanh khéng cham, dong thsi ludn
gitta tai thd dén cudi cling mdéi &n, khong biét vi sao, dén ca hanh déng vo nghia nay ciing lam Tham Tring
cdm thay rat dé thuong. Cau nd luc khong dé ban than nhin chim chim anh, nhung doi nhw mong mudn,
thinh thodng Hoic Canh Than hoi dong diy co thé, &nh mét cau lai bay qua.

“Tham Tring . . . 7

Céu lay lai tinh than, voi vang hoi: “Chuyén gi? Chéng 18 c6 chd nio khé chiu? Toi lap tic di goi béc sil”
Cau qud quyét dtng bat day.

Hodc Canh Than bat dic di cit ngang cau, “Khéng phai, cdu ngdi xubng di” anh dimg lai mét lic, giong
néi én hoa: “Céau khéng can ciang thang nhu vdy, vét thuong nay ciing phai do cdu, khong can cam thay ay
nay.”
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“Téi khong phai dy ndy” Thim Trimg giai thich, “Chi la téi . . . 7

Chi 1a cam thiy dau long. Nhung nhiing 15i nay sao cAu c6 thé néi ra? Bat luan thé nao ciing khong thé
néi ra. Trong long cdu cdm thiy buon ba va mat mat vo cd.

Hoac Canh Than im ling nhin cdu, Tham Tring dang roi vao vong xody cam xtc diéu ky, niang lic suy nghi
hoan toan bién mét, doi lic cau binh tinh trd lai, méi phéat hién minh dang hoén Hodc Canh Than, déng téc
gAp gap nhanh nhen, tham chi khong ¢6 xu huéng dimg lai, béi vy Hodc Canh Than bi bat ngd khong kip
dé phong, vé mit kinh ngac.

“CAu . . . . Hoac Canh Than hoi gist minh, dudng nhu lai ¢6 chit budn cusi, nhung khéng hé c¢é § néi
gian.

“Xin 16i.” Tham Trimg voi va cit 16i anh, c¢b ging kiém nén xau hd, 14y hét ding khi ma 15i: “T6i mudn héi
anh mot viéc, 15i dé nghi may théang trudc . . . . bay gid con hiéu hyc khong?”

Hoéc Canh Than khong 1én tiéng tra 16i ma chi nhin ciu, qua mot lic lau, méi mang theo bat ngs néi: “T6i
tudng cau khong mudn.”

“Ciing khong phai 13 khéng muén.” Tham Tring nhd giong néi, cAm gidc mit minh sip néng dén bbc hoi:
“Chila. . .. nghi théng subt mét chuyén, néu nhu anh da tim duge déi tuong méi, viy xem nhu téi chua
néi gi hét, that ra téi. . . . t6i. . . . cdu khong biét phai néi thé ndo, béen quin bach cti mit xudng.

Lét sau, mot ban tay sd dau cdu, giong néi tram thap ctia ddi phuong vang 1én: “That su khong hoéi han.”
Tham Trimg khong tra 15i, chi ra stic gat dau.

Tuy rang truée dé da nghi dén moi trudng hop, dén ci phai néi gi ciing da chuan bi sdn, nhung chuyén t6i
truGe mét, cau khong biét phai lam sao dé giit cho ban théan tinh tdo. Vé chuyén nay, trudc day ciu timg
nghi t6i rdt nhiéu lan, chi 13 dot dong dit ngoai ¥ mudn lan nay da thay doi chii ¥ ctia cau.

Tuy ring khéng mudn déi phuong nhin thdy b6 ding tham hai cla ban than, nhung néu nhu chi c6 duy
nhat mot cach dé tiép can anh, Tham Trimg cling khong con lua chon nao khiac. Tu ton ciia cdu von khong
cho phép cau chap nhan chuyén nay, nhung ciu that su hét cich, viy nén chi cé thé tuan theo ham mudn
cta ban than ma lya chon.

Tinh cadm trong long cAdu nong chay nhu ngon lita nhung lai khong thé bat dude, két qua lai vi mét khéi dau
thé kia ma bung chay lan téa ca canh dong, cé 1&é dén cudi cling sé bi dap tét dén ca tro tan ciing khéng con
s6t lai, nhung ky that tit cd da khong con quan trong nita. VAn dé con lai, ching qua lua chon niu kéo hay
tit b ma théi, ban than tra gid, nhan duge dén dép, that ra rat cong bang. Cau nghi viy.

“Hai nguoi dang lam gi viy?” giong néi ciia Hoac Canh Dung hoi ngap ngiing.

Tham Trimg lay lai tinh than, méi phat gidc Hoac Canh Than con dang s dau cau, nhat thoi thiy xau hd,
mudn ngdi thing day, nhung tay ctia Hofc Canh Than van deé lén ddu cu, gidng nhu dang budn chdn nén
voc téc trén dau cau vy, néi vi Hodc Canh Dung: “Em goi dién cho Canh Nghi, chuyén trong cong ty tam
thai giao cho em 4y, anh mudn nghi ngoi may ngay.”

Khéng biét tai sao, lic anh néi ra cdu cudi cing, con mat nhin cham chim Tham Trimg. Tham Tring
mim moi, nhin thang dbi phuong, khong biét c6 phai do 4o gidc hay khéng, trong doi mat sdm mau cta doéi
phuong toat 1én ¥ cudi nhu cé nhu khong, khién cdu v6 duyén vo c¢d nhin dén mat hon.

Ho#c Canh Dung nhin ho, nhin mit, “Hai ngudi 1a . . . ” cau dimg lai mét lic, méi tic gidn néi tiép: “Bd

di, dit sao ciing khong phai chuyén ctia téi, mac ké hai ngudi” cdu néi xong, cam dién thoai di dong di ra
ngoai goi dién.

Vi dong dat, bbi cdnh quay phim xay ra it van dé, thanh ra qué trinh quay phim phai tam ding mot thoi
gian, Tham Trimg lién theo chi thi ctia chi Chuong, quay vé thanh phé dé nghi ngoi. Ngay ngay hém sau,
c6 ngudi dén tim, Tham Trimg md cita cho ngudi ta vao, trong 1ong ¢6 mot loai cam gidc “ding 1 viy ma”.

Ngudi thanh nién kia néi: “Chao cau Tham, t6i 1a thu ky ctia Hodc tién sinh, t6i ho Giang.” sau khi giéi
thiéu ngan gon ve ban than, déi phuong ldy ra mot phong thu, lai rit thém mot t6 danh thiép cung dua
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qua, 1& phép néi: “Pay 1a cach dé lién lac v6i tdi, tit nay vé sau néu cdu Tham c6 can gi, hay c6 chuyén gi
can lam, déu cé thé truc tiép néi véi toi”

Tham Trimg mé phong thu, phat hién bén trong ngoai trir thé tin dung theo thudng 1é, con c6 mot cai chia
khéa mdi tinh.

“Pay la . .. cdu mang vé mat hoang mang.

“Pay 1a ¥ ctia Hodc tién sinh.” tro Iy Giang ngit diéu uyén chuyén, thai d6 6n hoa. “Chd Ay ciu cing ting
ghé qua, 14 noi & hién tai ctia Hodc tién sinh. Néu nhu cAu Tham thay tién, ¢ thé dén bt cit lic ndo, mubn
lap ttc don qua ciing khong thanh van de.”

Tham Trimg im ling trong chc 14t, méi hdi: “Anh Ay dbi véi ai cling vAy sao?”

Trg ly Giang khong hé thay bat ngd véi cau héi ctia ciu, cudi trd 16i: “Ciling khong phai. Nhan dugc chia
khéa nay, cau Tham 13 ngusi dau tién.”

Néi véy, ban than cling xem nhu ddc biét? Chang qua chuyén nay cé gi dang dé vui, dit dai ngd c6 thé nao,
thi suy cho ciing van chi 13 quan hé bao dudng ma théi. Tham Tring mim cudi, 1& phép tién trg Iy Giang
ra vé, ngdm nghia chiéc chia khéa kia, khéa kim loai bi cAu nim chit trong tay mot lat thi dan dan tré nén
am 4p hon, khéng con lanh bang nhu trudce nita, cdu cam chia khéa ma thé dai néi: “Néu nhu ngudi ciing
c6 thé nhu vy thi tot r6i . . .

Budi chiéu cling nay, cu lién 1ai xe dén nha ho Hodc, méc du ¢ chia khéa, nhung cdu khong truc tiép mé
cita, nguge lai di bAm chuéng. Ra mé cita 1a ngudi ¢6 ngudi hau, Tham Trimg dude c6 dan vio phong khach,
thi thdy Hodc Canh Than dang ngdi trén s6 pha xem bdo, anh binh tinh nhin vé phia cdu, Tham Tritng nhé
giong noéi: “Téi t6i tham anh . . . 7

Hoéc Canh Than mim cudi, “Lai day.”

Tham Trimg cuc ky nghe 13i, 1ap titc di qua, ngdi xudng bén canh Hofic Canh Than.

Hodc Canh Than khéng néi gi v6i cau, chi 14 mot bén vai dua sat vao cau, chuyén tdm doc bdo, co ban
khong hé dé ¥ dén Tham Trimg. Tham Trimg ciing khong dé ¥, kiém nén cing thang trong long, cb gang
tha 16ng co thé dang cing ciing ctia minh. Néu da dong ¥, thi phai lam t6t bon phan ciia ban than.

Sau khi Hodc C4nh Than chiu budng td béo xudng, Tham Tring mG miéng hoi: “Anh thich an gi?”

Hodc Canh Than nhin cu, trong mét dudng nhu xuit hién cdm xtGc m& 4m khé hiéu, “Cau mudn xudng
bép?”

Tham Trimg ngé vét thuong bén tran ddi phuong, gidi thich: “Anh bi thuong, it nhiéu gi ciing can bdi bo,
t6i khong ranh ham canh 18m, nhung may mén don gian thi khong thanh van de.”

“VAy lam phién cdu, thanh dam chit 1a duge roi” hinh nhw Hoic Canh Than c¢é chit vui mimg, nhung vi
tinh céch tram ling, chi & bén khée méi hién lén ¥ cudi md nhat, lai bé sung thém mot cau: “Chuan bi
nhiéu mot chit, budi téi Canh Dung sé vé nha &n com, nhung khong can dé ¥ dén sé thich ctia nd, né dé
an.”

Doan d6i thoai nay nghe that gidéng nhu ciia hai vg chong gia, Tham Trimg nhat thoi thidy nguong nglng,
nhung nhin lai Hoac Canh Than van bo ddng ung dung binh than, cdu lai nghi dén né co ban khong cé gi
ghé gém, dit sao Hoac Canh Than ciing da néi dén thé, xem chiing khong c6 ¥ dinh gidu ngudi trong nha .
. . . Khoan da, ngudi trong nha?

“Hoac Canh Dung ciing & day?” cdu ngap ngimg do hoi.

“U” Hoéc Canh Than dép ngén gon, nhu ¢ chit bat ngd héi lai, “Sao vay?”

Tham Trimg lic dau ngoay ngody, trong long lic nay khong biét 14 mat méat ngac nhién hay 1a kho tin, di
thit tAm tinh tron lan vao nhau, ngii vi tap tran. Ngudi binh thudng sé dan ddi tuong bao dudng vé nha?
Du mang vé nha, ciing sé dé em trai minh séng chung dusi mot mai nha sao? R6t cude Hodc Canh Than
dang nghi gi . . . . Hay co ban chang nghi gi ca?
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“Tuy rang hién tai gitta ching ta 1 loai quan hé niy, nhung né khong lién quan hé tinh ban gita cu va
Canh Dung.” Hodc Canh Than ngit diéu xoa diu, nhu dang c¢b gang tran an cau, “Céau khong can phai khich
sdo v6i né, cit d6i dai nhu trude day 1a dude réi, yén tdm di, né sé khoéng nhiéu 161 dau.”

Tham Trimg c¢6 chit hoai nghi tinh xac thuc clia cdu néi nay, nhung ngoai mit van biéu hién tin tudng gat
dau.

Nhu 151 Hodc Canh Than néi, vao lic hoang hén, quéa nhién Hodc Canh Dung vé.

Ding lic Tham Trimg deo tap dé tit nha bép di ra, Hoic Canh Dung vita nhin thiy ciu thi ngd ngang, “Sao
cau ¢ day?”

“Anh méi cau Ay dén.” Hodc Canh Than tra 16i thay Tham Trimg.

Tham Trimg von con cdm thiy khé xit, nhung lai nhé dén 16i truée ddy Hodc Canh Dung tiing néi, thé nén
cam xtc cang thang trong long ciing voi bét, mim cudi néi: “Bita t6i nay do téi chuan bi, néu cau bang long,
ciing ¢6 thé &n chung.”

Hoac Canh Dung nhin Tham Trimg, lai quay qua ngé Hoic Canh Than, cudi ciing lanh Iting néi véi ho:
“Canh cdo hai ngudi, bét liéc mat dua tinh & nha di” néi xong, thi quay lung bo lén lau.

Tham Tritmg hoi do di, nhin vé phia Hoic Canh Than, “Cau &y . . . . c¢6 phai dang gian khong?”

“Khong ¢6.” Hoac Canh Than vé mit chic chin, “Ma néu gian that, ciing khéng can dé ¥ t6i nd, cit bd mic
n6, chit nita 14 hét.”

Nghe Hofic Canh Than néi viy, Tham Trimg cim thiy budn cudi, “That su ¢t mic cau dy 1a dugce?”

“U? Hodc Canh Than bo t tap chi trong tay xudng, thong dong néi: “Khéng dé ¢ t6i né, né sé tu vust qua,
néu nhu ciu can than lay long né, tréi lai né sé duge dang chan lén ding dau.”

Tham Tring khéng c6 anh chi em, viy nén nhin cdch ho chung séng véi nhau, luon luén cadm thay thd vi.
Cau chgt nghi dén mot viéc, “Hoac Canh Nghi . . . . khong & day sao?”

“Khéong.” Hodc Canh Than tra 16i nhanh gon, “Sao hoi viy?”

“Khéng c6 gi, chi 14 to mo théi” khong phai 1a Tham Tritmg nghi gi, chi don thuan cdm thiy ky quai, Hodc
Canh Dung nhin thé nao ciing khéng giéng mau dan 6ng séng duwa dam vao anh trai, nhung khong biét tai
sao, hai ngudi déu da trudng thanh van & chung, trong long Tham Trimg khong khoi sinh nghi, nhung khong
noi ra miéng.

Vao lic cdu dang mién man suy nghi, Hoic Canh Than da di t6i bén canh céu, hitu ¥ v6 tinh dung cham
¢6 cau, Tham Trimg ¥ thitc dude c¢6 1& ddi phuong mudn hon ciu, lay tay can lai trude, méi ling ting néi:
“Cho mot chut.”

“Vi sao?” Hodc Canh Than hoi ngac nhién.

“T6i . . . ” Tham Tritng thodng ngdp ngitng, nhung van quyét dinh néi that, “Trén ngudi toi toan mui dau
mé....Anh...”

“T6i khong ngai” Hoac Canh Than diing yén bat dong, tham chi con cti dau, hén lén mit Tham Trimg,
“Con ly do nao khéc khoéng?” anh khé cong mdi, 16 ra nét mit nhu dang cudi, chi c6 &nh mat van dang cham
chit nhin Tham Trimg, Tham Tritng khong chiu duge, chii dong hon déi phuong.

Vi kinh nghiém khong nhiéu, lic bit dau cAu con ca vao ring Hodc Canh Than, lam dbi phuong thap giong
cudi, cAu xAu hé dén ndi hai tai néng bing, chang qua vé sau thi tinh hinh cai thién hon, cdu hoc theo dong
téc ctia Hodc Canh Than, diing dau ludi khe khé liém ring va moi déi phuong, khong biét qua bao lau, lic
duge tha ra, Tham Trimg méi chi y dén tay cia Hodc Canh Than da ludn vao trong 4o cau tit thud nao,
vudt eo cau nhu dang du dé.

Tham Trimg thiéu chit nita nhu con thé bi hodng s¢ ma nhay dung lén, mit néng lén, tuy rang muén cb
ging lam bd nhu khong c6 chuyén gi, nhung moét manh tng hong di thuong trén gdo mé cidu da ban ding
chinh cau.
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“Cau that su rat d& do mit” Hodc Canh Than ghé sit bén tai cdu thip giong thi tham, “Ngoai trir 16 tai va
méit, nhitng chd khéc cling vAy chi?”

Anh dit cau hoéi mot cach dimg dén, trong ngit diéu ciing khéng mang theo ¥ choc gheo, nhung Tham Tring
nghe thé, m#t lai ciAng néng, ¢t nhu c¢6 thé béc chdy bat ky lic ndo, mot chit cling khong thé néi thanh
tiéng, chi cAm thaiy ngudi nhu nhiin ra, khong thé dong day. Mot lat sau, méi thi thao néi: “Téi . . . . Toi
khoéng biét . . . 7

Tham Trimg giit im ling, d6i m&t sim mau tinh ling nhu hd nuéc ctia Hodc Canh Than dang gan trong
gang tac, cau bat gidc cadm thiy miéng ludi kho khdc, ngay vao lic Hoic Canh Than cham rai vuon tay vé
phia cau, bau khong khi gitta hai ngudi trd nén hét stc cing thing, cdch d6 khong xa truyén dén mot tiéng
n6i lanh lung: “BE.

Mot tiéng goi to nay nhanh chéng phé tan bau khong khi von dang map mdS mé ly.

Tham Trimg phuc hdi tinh than, vita xau hé vita quan bach, cling khong quan tAm dén viéc trong sdc mit
ltc nay ctia Hodc Canh Than va Hoac Canh Dung, theo ban ning tim dai mot 1y do, “T6i di nha bép xem
sa0.” roi cit viy cti thap dau budc voi di, cai diéu bo gap gap nay, co ho 1a chay trdi chét.

Bita téi da chuén bi gan xong hét, nhung Tham Trimg khéng mudn 1ap titc quay lai d6i mat véi hai ngusi
kia, thé nén cb ¥ v6 tinh kéo dai thoi glan trong chéc 14t, mdéi cdi tap dé quay vé phong &n. Ngudi hau bung
hét cidc mén do cdu chuan bi 1én, Tham Trimg 1& phép néi cdm on, ng01 xudng vi trf bén canh Hofc Canh
Than, cdm gidc duge d4nh mit cia hai ngudi déu dong thdi huéng vé phia ciu, c6 chit ling ting cdi thap
dau.

“Gan 16n ghé do6.” Ho&c Canh Dung cam nia an, vé mat khong hai long choc choc salad Caesar, d&m nat
bét may miéng banh mi cit hat lyu bén trong, “Sau nay cé thé dimg dién may céi tro d6 & noi cong cong
khong?” cau khong ddm néi thang vé6i Hoac Canh Than, chi c6 thé néi nhing 16i nay véi Tham Trimg.
Tham Tring cuc ky xau hé, may ma Ho&c Canh Than kip thoi giai vay cho cdu, “Canh Dung, ding nhiéu
chuyén.” théai d6 than nhién tu dic lai khong chit xAu hd, ¢t nhu ngudi vita bi em trai bit qua tang dang
hon nhau véi ngudi khac khéng phai anh, néu néi 1a mit day, chi bang néi anh vén khéng hé dé tam.
Hoéc Canh Dung buc tt hit mot tiéng, rdi im.

Tham Trimg do du hoi 1au, cudi cling ciing néi ra nghi van trong 1ong minh, “Néu khong mudn thay, sao lai
G day?”

Hoéc Canh Dung nghe viy, méit sing ngdi, nhin vé phia Hodc Canh Than, hiém thiy cAu nho nhe goi mot
tiéng: “Anh 7

Hodc Canh Than ngay c& nhin cu ciing ludi, chi than nhién néi: “Khéng duge.”

Sau diy Hofc Canh Dung lap ttic thit vong doi tam mét, hung hing trimg Tham Trimg. Tham Trimg cam
thay kho6 hiéu, nhung van c6 phan hiéu ky, lien mé miéng hoéi: “Vi sao khong duge?”

“N6 con nhd.” Hoac Canh Than tra 15i ngin gon.

Hoéc Canh Dung nhat thdi khéng nhin duge, phan bac: “Em da truéng thanh réi! Em cting tudi v6i Tham
Trung!”

“Cau 4y cung con nhé.” Hoic Canh Than dit dao nia xudng, nhin vé phia Hodc Canh Dung, nét mit thé
hién ré khéng dude phép cii lai, “Chii dé nay ding lai tai ddy, em khéng can nhic lai chuyén don ra ngoai,
gid dé anh yén tinh ding com.”

Hoac Canh Dung gid phiit nay nhin mém ¢o nhut banh gato nuéng thiéu lita, hoan toan mat hét nhué khi,

chi thiéu @ ri ndm won ra ban &n. Tham Tring cam thiy budn cudi, quyét doin ddi chi dé, tro chuyén véi
Hodc Canh Dung: “Cé mudn uéng canh khéng? DPa ham mot lic roi, mui vi chac ciing duge.”

Hoéc Canh Dung dudc cau dbi xit tit té, cling khong tiép tuc t6 ra tu cao tu dai, udng miy mudng canh.
Tuy trong khong c6 vé gi 1a théa man, nhung ciing udng sach chén canh, v6i cdc mén con lai ciing &n hét,
diing nhut Hodc Canh Than néi, cAu qua that rat dé nudi. Hodc Canh Than thi ngugc lai, tuy Tham Trimg
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c6 st tu tin nhat dinh déi v6i trinh dé nau nuéng ctia ban than, nhung lic déi mat véi thuc khach kén &n,
khong khoi van bi da kich.

Salad véi canh chi &n mét nita, so diép st bo khong hé dung t6i, soup nadm truffle &in miy miéng, ga nuéng
thdo moc duge hai cuc, khoai tdy nghién dut 10 lai &n hét, sip 16 va ca r6ét dung dé trang tri khong hé dong
dén, caramel créme brulee chi an méi 16p caramel & trén, sau d6 thi théi.

Qua 1a mot ngudi kén dn. Tham Trimg nghi bung. Cau da chuan bi san tam 1y, ciing khoéng rat bat ngd,
chi 4m tham ghi nhé nhitng thit Hoic Canh Than hoan toan khong &n, ddng thsi nham tinh trong long.

6. Chuong 6
“Mién cudng chap nhin dudc” Hodc Canh Dung ding khin #n lau miéng, ban &n trudc mit thi lai sach
bach, thang thing néi: “Tinh ra cdu hop lam dau bép hon dién vién day.”

“Cau qua khen.” Tham Tring khiém tén tra 10i.

“Khong, tuyét déi khéng qué, t6i dang néi 16i that 1ong” Hodc Canh Dung han héc néi, “Dién xuét ciia ciu
hoan toan tuong phan véi tay nghé ciia cAu, rét cudce thi tai sao ciu lai gia nhap gidi ndy vay? R6 rang nhin
céu cha c6 ti hitng thi hay nhiét tinh nao déi véi dién xuét, dua theo tinh canh ciia cdu hién tai, téi thay
khong bang mau chéng bé nghé nay di mé nha hang con hon.”

“Sao cau biét t6i khong mé nha hang?” Tham Trimg hiém khi té ra khong phuc nhu vay, vo thitc cu lai.

Thuc té ban than ciu cling biét minh khéong thé tru léu trong nghé nay, may nam truée da bat dau dau
tu nhé, du hién tai thu’c st cat hop dong véi cong ty, vé mit cudc séng ciing khong thanh van dé. Chi la
cau da quen véi 16i sbng va lam viéc nhu vay, cung chua hét hop dong, nén cit viée séng qua ngay thé thoi,
dit sao cling khong ai ky vong cdu cé thé bung nd téa sang, dén ca cau cling khéng cAm thiy minh cé trién
vong gl trong cai nghé nay.

Chéng qua khong can Hodc Canh Dung phai thing thing vy, thé nén cdu néi ndm ngoéi ciu vira dau tu
mé mot nha hang, néi Hodc Canh Dung c¢é co hoi thi dén ting ho. Nhung, méi néi dude phan nita, thi Tham
Trimg cimg ngudi. Mot tay ciia Hodc Canh Than, khong biét bat dau tir lic nao, da ling 1& dit lén dii cau,
ciing khong c6 dong tac dic biét gi, chi don gian dit 1én ddy. Hodc Canh Than khéng nhin ciu, mot tay
cam mudng, gibng nhu dang giét thdi gian, choc nguidy mén trang miéng con du.

Hoéc Canh Dung khéng dé ¥ t6i di trang ctia ho, van tiép tuc néi: “Dién xuat té ldu nhu viy, sao khong
tham gia mot khéa hoc bdi dudng? Cau cé biét, & sau lung cAu ngudi ta toan goi cdu 1a binh hoa khéng.”

Tham Trimg nudt nudc miéng, cAm nhan dé6 4m do ban tay kia mang dén, miéng ludi kho khdc, nhu mat
hon néi: “Téi . . . . Lic dé von chi tham gia mét budi chup hinh quang cdo, xem nhu di lam thém, ciing
khong phai that su c6 hiing thd véi nghé nay, vé sau vao nghé hoan toan 13 ngoai ¥ mudn . . . 7

Hoéc Canh Dung sau khi nghe may 15i nay, 1ap titc 16 ra vé mit hoan toan cut himg, “Néu khong c6 hiing
thi, cdu con déng phim dién dnh lam quéi gi? Khong bang bé nghé sém di, dd lang phi thdi gian.” giong
diéu cau ta t6 ro ha khic, dudng nhu rat chuéng mat thai do sbng nuée chiy beéo trdi téi dau hay t6i dé cta
cau.

Duéi mit ban, Tham Trimg nhe tay dé lai ban tay dang dit trén dui minh, ¢ gdng giit giong néi binh tinh:
“Du sao ciling chi 14 cong viéc, t6i khong giéng cdu, bién hitng thi thanh su nghiép.”

Thai d6 Hoac Canh Than ung dung, ¢t nhu ban tay khéng cam chiu bi hat hiii duéi ban that chat khong
phéi ctia anh, ngoai mit van t6 ra binh thudng néi véi Hoac Canh Dung: “Em cé tu cich gi néi cau ay.
Khoéng nghi lai xem Canh Nghi da giup em lam bao nhiéu chuyén.”

Hoéc Canh Dung bi néi véy, ciing khong thét thanh 161, thé 1a then qué héa gidn néi véi ngusi hau ding
bén canh: “Di pha ca phé, cho thém da!” két thic chii dé mot céch cdc can.
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Sau khi két thic bita t6i, Hodc Canh Dung ding dung bo lén lau, vé phong riéng.

Tham Trimg di theo sau Hodc Canh Than, t6i mét gian phong rong rai, khong gibng phong sich, & gitia
phong c6 dit mot cay dan duong cam. Tham Trimg dang lic hoang mang, lai nghe Hodc Canh Than néi:
“Tang nay 13 cta t6i, phong déi dién 13 phong ngii, cdu ¢ thé di tdm trude, trong ngin ta c6 day du do
dung.”

Céu c6 hoi cidng thing, lién nghe theo 16i Hodc Canh Than, di t6i phong ddi dién, ciing khong ¢ hoi stic
quan tdm bay tri trong phong, nhanh chéng vot thing vio nudc néng tim tép, sau d6 14y méy siy siy kho
téc. Vi khong c6 quan do thay sau khi tam, nén cdu mé ti 1dy ludn cai 4o choang tdm mau xanh den, d6
12 céi size nhé nhat ctia Hoic Canh Than, cAu mic vao lai ¢6 hoi thiing thinh, chi danh cot chat day 4o, roi
rdi khoi phong, tré vé phong dan déi dién.

Hoéc Canh Than dang dan duong cam, khéng phai nhitng ban ndi tiéng thudng hay nghe, giai diéu khong
thé noi 1a dé nghe, tham chi nghe con c¢6 chit kho khan nhat nhéo, mot lat sau, anh két thic ban nhac,
Tham Trimg din do khong biét cau c6 nén vo tay khen ngoi khong, dén cudi cting danh dimg im ling & cita.

“Chi 13 mot ban luyén tap thoi” Hofc Canh Than khéng quay dau lai, ngit diéu binh 6n, “Luyén dan tit
nhd, da quen mdi ngay danh it thoi gian dé luyén tap.”

“Thyc sy la . . . . Nhin khong ra.” cdu cé hai ngac nhién.

Tham Trimg von tudng ngudsi nhuw Hodc Canh Than, du c6 1a tiéu khién, ciing sé 1a nhitng lua chon nhan
nha xa hoa hoiic khién ngudi bat ngd hon, ¢6 thé nhu pham rugu hay cudi ngua, hoic 14i xe thé thao 1én nii
héng gi6é, khéng ngd dén anh lai tén thoi gian vao viéc luyén dan duong cam, quéi & chd, trong Hodc Canh
Than ching c6 vé gi 1a dic biét hing thi v6i Am nhac.

“Tén mot khoang thoi gian ¢ dinh dé lam mot viéc ¢ dinh, c6 thé gitip dau éc binh tinh.” Hofc Canh Than
n6i nhu dang giadi thich.

Tham Trimg khéng sao thau hiéu duge, nhung lai khong biét phai tiép 16i thé nio, nén chi im ling gat dau.

“Pé rén luyén tinh tinh, ngudi nha yéu cau ching t6i bat dau hoc mét loai nhac cu tit thué nhé. Téi hoc
dugce céch gitt kién nhan trong qud trinh luyén tép, tinh tinh cling dudc mai gitia binh tinh hon, con Canh
Dung thi tiéu phi hét mé kién nhan vén da khong nhiéu nhin gi céia nd, cho nén hién gié méi tréd nén bop
chop vay day” Hoac Canh Than kha tiéc nubi néi, “Né khi bé rat ngoan.”

Hodc Canh Dung nhin khong giéng kiéu ngudi c6 thé ngdi hang gid lién trude dan duong cam. Diém Ay
Tham Tritng sau sdc dong cam. Nhung, cdu chot nghi dén mot chuyén, khong them suy nghi da ngdc nghéch
lén tiéng héi: “Hdi nay lic diing com, sao anh lai dé tay lén dui t6i?”

“Vi cau rat qua dang” ngén tay Hoac Canh Than trén phim dan chot dimg lai, guong mit dimg dan, nhu
mang theo chit trang nghiém, té ra nhu khong khép lai cudén cam phd cii, thap giong néi: “T6i & ngay bén
canh, nhung ciu chi lo tro chuyén v6i Canh Dung.”

“T6i khong phai . . . 7 Tham Trung chua ting trong dgi nghe duge cau tréa 161 nhu vay, trong long cdu cam
thay loan.

Hoac Canh Than diing diy, di téi bén canh Tham Tring, cAm mot dau day 4o choang tdm, hinh nhu nghi
t6i diéu gi, nén déi cht dé, “Khéng mic gi § trong?”

Tham Trimg c¢6 hoi boi rdi, nhung vAn gt dau, thanh thuc thita nhéan.

“Vay thi tot.”

Hodc Canh Than d6t nhién mim cudi, nhu dta tré day 1ong chd mong thio day géi qua Noel, bao nhiéu
mong dgi bao nhiéu hao hitg kéo day 4o tdm xudng, sau diy, cau phdi hop véi dong téc clia anh, dé do tim
bang bong truct xudng dat, co thé xich 16a ctia Tham Trimg xuit hién truéc mit Hoic Canh Than, nhin
khong sét thi gi.

Tham Trimg thdy xAu hd, nhung van c¢b liy hét can dam, ding thing lung, &nh mé&t Hodc Canh Than di
chuyén mot céch md 4m trén ngudi cdu, Tham Tring chi cAm thiy mit minh dang chay phimg phuc, dau
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ngén tay run nhe, t chi nhu nhiin ra, mat tu nhién dén cuc do6, ctt nhu phai dimg thing thé nio cing da
quén sach.

“T6i khong nhin lam.” giong Hodc Canh Than tram thdp, thim chi nghe nhu khan khan, khé thé dai néi:
“Cau qua nhién rat ddng yéu.”

béang yéu?
Déang yéu chd nao?

Tham Tritng co ban khéng ddm xdc nhan xem dbi phuong dang nhin b6 phin nio trén ngudi cAu, anh mat
néng ruc ctia Hodc Canh Than lam ngudi cau cting do nhu tugng da, khong ré 14 do sg hai hay do khong
khi lanh xung quanh, trén lung ndi mot tang da ga, dén mot chit cling khong thét nén 161, nhu hoan toan
danh mat kha niang ngén ngit.

“Cau dang run.” Hodc Canh Than binh tinh nhu thuong, ciing khéng dén gan hon, ciing khong c¢6 hanh dong
gl khéc, gitt mot khoang cach, &nh nhin nhu dang xem xét, “Lanh 1dm sao? Hay . . . . sg?”

Tham Trimg nudt nude bot, miéng ludi khé khéc, nhéd giong néi: “Ping néi nita.”

C4i nay khong ciing cAp do v6i may thtt nhu 6m hon, cdu khéng cé bat ky kinh nghiém gi nén co ban khong
biét phai lam sao. Mién néi dén vu Hofic Canh Than dang quan 4o chinh té, con cdu thi tran nhu nhong,
cdm gidc bi mot ngusi dan éng khong chit gidu giém ding d4nh méit thuéng thitc quan sat co thé xich 16a
qué that la 1dm, cAu nhan nai ham mudn xoay ngudi bé di, im ling nhin ngén chan tran trui cia minh.

“Tham Trimg.” Hodc Canh Than goi tén cau, “Lai day.”

Gibng nhu cudi cling cau ciing bing tinh tit trong ling ting v6 han, Tham Tring khung lai mét lic, roi
van nghe theo 16i déi phuong, di vé phia Hofc Canh Than. Anh mét Hodc Canh Than van dit trén ngudi
cau, Tham Tring da sdng dudi 4nh den nhiéu nam, vén da quen véi cai nhin 4i mo hodc nhiét liét ciia ngudi
ngoai, nhung énh mét ciia Hodc Canh Than lai khién cdu rat rit mét tu nhién.

Bué6e chan ciia ciu rat cham, tén rat nhiéu thoi gian méi dén canh Hofc Canh Than. Trén mét Hodc Canh
Than khong cé biéu hién gi r6 rang, chi c6 khée méi hoi cong tiét 16 tAm trang khoai trd nhu c6 nhu khong,
dudng nhu dang vo ciing huéng thu bd dang quan bach va xdu hé nay ctia ciu. DPing 14 mdt ngudi xau xa.
Tham Tritng nghi vAy, nhung dil ¢6 xau xa, cdu ciing khoéng cach nao cam thiy phan cam dugc.

Tham Tring im ling cti ddu, vi dodn trude chuyén sip xdy ra tiép theo ma cb ging kiém nén cing thing
duéi day long.

Hoéc Canh Than vuon tay ra, khong cham vao ngudi cau, ngugc lai vudt ve 15 tai v mé ciu, sau dé ap sét
lai, ghé vao bén tai cAu thap giong hoéi: “Cau thich ¢ day, hay vé phong nga?”

Tham Trimg hoi sting sét, mau chéng dua ra lua chon, “Phong ngi.”

Tuy rang da ha quyét tAm phdi hop véi Hodc Canh Than, nhung dbi v6i ngudi lan dau tién khong cé kinh
nghiém nhw cdu ma néi, Tham Trimg cho rang chon phong ngi tréng cé vé én hon. Puong nhién, néu Hoéc
Cénh Than khing khing mudn & diy, cdu ciing da chuin bi tdm 1y sin, viy nén ddéi v6i su quan tAm ciia
d6i phuong khién cau it nhiéu thaiy cam kich.

Hoéc Canh Than nhu cudi mét tiéng, cAm tay cau, “Di theo t61”

Tham Tritng ngo ngac bi anh dit di, hdi sau méi ¥ thiic duge ban than dang 16a thé, nhat thoi cdp bach ho
to: “Dgi mot lat 7

D6i phuong gan nhu nhit 4o tdm lén cing lac v6i Tham Trimg ndi, nghe viy c6 hoi ngac nhién quay dau
lai. M&i dén lic dbi phuong khodc 4o t&m mém mai lai cho cdu, Tham Tring méi phat hién hinh nhu cau
da c6 hiéu lam khéng dang, trong khodng thoi gian ngén, cé hd mudn don thd.

Hoéc Canh Than mim cudi néi véi cau: “Yén tam, t6i khong cé himg véi tro nay, ciing khong c6 ¥ dinh dé
ngudi khic thiy bo dang nay ciia cdu” anh thodng ding lai, nhung dang suy tu, “Nhung néu chi nghe duge
tiéng thi lai khac. Khong biét cdu sé phét ra thanh am thé nao?” anh héi rat nghiém tic, nhu dang tu hoi
khong biét thtt nhac cu xa la nay sé phéat ra am sic thé nao.
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Sé phét ra am sic thé ndo, duong nhién dugc quyét dinh béi ngusi dién tdu. Chi la Tham Trimg néi khong
nén 16i, cudi cling danh phai xdu hé lac dau, “To6i . . . . T6i khong biét.” cdu mudn néi lai théi, cudi ciing
¢b 14y hét diing khi dé néi: “Té6i khong c6 kinh nghiém, nén . . . 7

“Nén?” Ho#c Canh Than nhu rat hao htng nhin ciu.

Céu nhu bi néng dau, néi khong lwa 16i: “Téi  Toi sé cb ging.”

Ngay sau d6 Hodc Canh Than lai bat cudi, cing khong phai kiéu cudi nhe nhang kiém ché, ma 1a that su
cudi thanh tiéng. Poan chitg anh hoan toan khéng ngd Tham Trimg sé néi ra nhitng 151 nay, nén cam thay
bat ngd, lai cdm thiy thd vi, tuy rang cudi kha thoai mai, nhung khong phdi mang ¥ cudi nhao. Tham
Trimg khong duge tu nhién ding tran tai chd, roi lai cAm nhén xic cdm néng ruc xa la trén ma 13 Hodc
Canh Than gan nhu hting chi nhat thsi hon lén mé cau.

“T6i ¢t nghi ciu sé néi, vi 1a 1an dau tién, hay diu dang véi cAu” Hodc Canh Than nhin cudi, vé mit ung
dung, “Cau that sy lam t6i bat ngd.” hinh nhu anh con mudn néi gi, nhung khéng con bat ky Am thanh nao
ra khoi miéng, chi binh tinh nhin Tham Trimg.

Tham Trimg khong biét néi gi, sau mét lic 1au, méi do du néi: “Khong diu dang ciing khong sao.”

“Tai sao?” Hodc Canh Than dbi v6i 16i néi ciia cdu hién nhién hoi bat ngd, “Cau thich kiéu bao luc mot
chut?”

“Khéng phai” Tham Trimg lic dau, cdm xtc ndng chéy lai ngai nging dudi ddy long nhu bi tat nude lanh,
hoéa lanh trong gidy 14t, nhip tim thoi thic ciing dan dan lay lai nhip, cdu suy nghi mét lic, binh tinh va
khéo 1éo néi: “Tdi khong biét anh thich kiéu nao, nhung tdi sé cb hét stic, anh ciing khong can dé ¥ téi toi
qué . . . . Chinh la vy day.”

“Cau that su rat dang yéu.” Hodc Canh Than noi.

“Dit sao t6i ciing 13 mot ngudi dan éng . . . 2 Tham Trimg budn buc néi.

“Khong phai, cdu khong hiéu ¥ t6i” Hodc Canh Than bat cudi, “Cau cang ngoan ngoan nghe 15i, lai cang
lam ngudi khic mudn khi dé cdu  diéu d6 chic cau rd hon t6i”

Tham Trimg nghe hié¢u ¥ anh, nén cang thiy xau hé hon. Day 14 dang ve van 47 Nhung cdu co ban khong
biét nén tiép 16i thé ndo, cling khong biét tra 151 thé nao, chi danh cdi guc dau.

Sau mot khodng khéng im ling, Hofc Canh Than bdng néi: “Chéng thiy cau cudi bao gis.

Tham Tring ngac nhién ngang dau lén.

“Liic § trén TV, cau luén luén mim cusi” Hodc Canh Than nhu thiy dang tiéc, lai ¢6 chit khé hiéu, “0
trude mét toi thi rat cing thang . . . . So tdi vAy a?”

Khong phai sg, 14 thich. Cho nén mdéi cing thing maéi mat tu nhién, nhu day dan kéo cing c6 thé dit bat
ky lic nao, dén cd mim cudi néi chuyén tu nhién cling khong lam duge. Nhung 1di ndy néi sao ciing khong
thét ra miéng dude, Tham Trimg ciing khong tin Hodc Canh Than that su khong hé phat hién, cho nén ciu
hoi siing sO trong gidy lat, gidng nhu c¢b trén tranh dé tai nay, chii dong ngang dau hon déi phuong.

Ho#c Canh Than c6 thé da quen v6i chuyén nay, tua vao dau giudng, van diéu bo ung dung.

Tham Trimg ¢6 hoi do du, nhung van thuin theo c&i 4o tim, cham chap tréo 1én giudng. Hodc Canh Than
nam cb tay cau dimg sttc kéo, Tham Trimg nga vé phia trudc, cd mit vii ngay bung dudi ddi phuong, cau
ngd ngudsi, anh mat that thd, thit ngay yéu hau ciu, ciu biét 16 né 1a gi, nhung cau khong biét phai lam gi.
Hofic Canh Than cing khong néi gi, chi nhin thing cau.

Tham Tring ¢ lay diing khi, diing m#t co co vat clng giita hai chan dbi phuong, cdm gidc mat minh nhu
néng 1én, nhung ciing khéng dam chuyén tam nhin, mét bén nhin cham chim Hoac Canh Than, mét bén

thir ding tay vudt ve noi d6. Hodc Canh Than phéat ra mot A&m thanh nhu thé dai, hai tay dé bén canh, van
khong hé ¢6 § dinh nhiic nhich.
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Céu cén ring, dua tay cdi quan 16t ciia dbi phuong, chi 13 ngén tay run lay bay, 1an mo hoi lau, khé khin
lam méi tim duge. Tham Tring hoi chan chd, cdch quan 16t liém nhe 1én bo vi kia, khong phai do cau khong
muén liém tinh khi ctia anh, chi 13 cdng thang qué, nén hai linh quynh.

“Tham Trimg.” cudi ciing Hoac Canh Than ciing mé miéng, “Pugc rdi”

Tham Trimg lap ttc nghi rang ban than lam khéng tt, hofic khién dbi phuong cam thiy kho chiu, thé nén
1at dat ngudc dau 1én, hap tap néi: “Poi chit, t6i . . . 7

“Ping voi, tit tir sé duge” Hodc Canh Than nhe nhang vubt mit cu, trén guong mit hoi kiém nén hién lén
chiit diu dang, “Cau khong can cing thang vy dau.”

Bi anh néi vy, ky la 14 Tham Trimg lai cdm thay chot da, nhung cing thing trong long qua that thoing
c4i tiéu tan theo 16i anh. C4du ngoan ngoan ngdi thang diy, c6 trdn an ban than mim cudi, ngdp nglng néi:
“Xin 181, t6i khong hiéu biét 1im . . . . Anh day t6i di.”

“Khéng can cing thang, ciing khong can xin 16i” Hodc Canh Than néi dén day, thip giong cudi. “Cau nim
xubng trude di, dé day t6i lam.”

Bdng nghe dugc cau “Dé day toi lam”, Tham Trimg thé phao nhe nhém, dua theo chi dao ctia d6i phuong
nam xubng giuong, co thé tran trui chim trong chin ném mém min, cau khéng khoi ¥ thiic dude, day 1a noi
mdi dém Hodc Canh Than danh khoang thdi gian dai dé ngti, mot khi c6 suy nghi nay, trong dau sé bat dau
nghi dén trén ném giudng trén gbi dau dudng nhu déu thoang thoang mii huong gidng ddi phuong, titc tim
dap nhu tréng.

Hodc Canh Than ding xubng bén giudng, tir tén cdi hét dd trén ngudi, dau tién 1a 4o so mi, tiép theo la
quan, doi dén lic d6i phuong cdi sach, Tham Tran da hoan toan thit than, ngo ngac nhin co thé ctia Hodc
Canh Than, khong thu vé 4nh mat gan nhu gan rd vo 1&.

Anh 16n hon Thadm Trimg n&m sau tudi, co thé cling khong mét di d6 co dan ma léng léo nhu nhimg ngudi
dong trang lita, tuy khong thé tinh 1a cudng trang, nhung cﬁng ¢6 thé néi 1a rén chéc, chic phai ren luyén
thuong xuyén, da khong sam, do sang béng khi déng déu, Tham Trimg nhin cal bung bang phang clia d6i
phuong, phan 16ng khong day khong thia, khi quan gitta hai chan, khéng khéi xau hé cup méit xudng.

Hoéc Canh Than binh tinh va thin nhién di dén bén canh, bat dau hén cau. Mai dén lic nu hon dau tién
duge dit xubng moéi, Tham Tring mdéi hoan hdn, bd mo6i néng béng clia anh 14n quan bén gay nhu dang
mot nu hén sdu, Tham Trimg chan chd trong moét thodng, vuon tay ém lay ddi phuong, nhiing cai dung
cham xa la tit d6i tay clia cAu. Béi vi khong quen, khi ding stic ciing rat can than, dudng nhu s khién d6i
phuong thay khé chiu.

Mot chbc sau, Hodc Canh Than phét ra mot tiéng rén, Tham Trimg cam thiy khong ding ldm, voi va ngude
dau nhin, sau khi nghe dugc 4m thanh tram thap truyen ra tit yét hau ctia anh, méi v thtc duge hoéa ra déi
phuong dang nhin cudi.

“Xin 16i” Ho&c Canh Than suy nghi mot chéc, thing thing thita nhan: “Céu lam t6i . . . . hoi nhot.”

Tham Trimg ngd ra, cam thay tat ca diing khi khé khin 14m méi tap hop dugce da hoan toan bay bién, trong
long hoi chan chudng, 4y ndy néi: “Xin 16i.”

“Pimg xin 161" Hofic Canh Than ngudc lai khong hé c6 vé mat hing, chi mim cudi, néi: “T6i khong cho
rang cau té . . . . Nhu viy cting duge.”

»

Tham Trig kiém nén cdm gidc xau ho, guc dau néi: “Hoic tién sinh . . . 7 cAu vita cat tiéng, 1ap tiic

dung lai.

Mai dén ltc nay, cdu mdéi phat hién cach xung ho clia ban than hinh nhu hoi khéc thudng. Péu da xich 16a
nam trén giudng roi, con xung hd véi dbéi phuong mét cich 1& phép khich sdo nhu vdy, nghi sao ciing thay
khé budn cudi. CAu con dang dan do, thi chgt nghe Hoac Canh Than thap giong néi: “Goi tén t6i.”

“Cénh . . . . Canh Than” Tham Tritng ngoan ngoan goi, nhung van khéng gidu duge su xa céch khong
quen trong giong nai.
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“Um.” Hodc Canh Than nhu dang trdn an, dép lai bing giong néi tram am, xong tiép tuc: “Cau khéng cin
phéi can than nhu vy, t6i khong s¢ dau, manh tay hon ciing khong sao.”

Cau nghe theo git dau: “Toi biét roi.”

Ngay sau diy, Hoac Canh Than vuon tay cam ha than ciia cAu, Tham Tring cimg ngudi, cAm nhan ban tay
thanh thao ctia dbi phuong xoa nin ha than cau, tinh khi vén vi cing thing qué ma mém nhin gan nhu
cuong lén ngay trong gidy phit déi phuong cham tay, nhu bi mé ding chét khéng nén mad, cuong dén miic
dau nhitc, tinh khi truéng dé bao boc béi ban tay c¢6 khép xuong r6 rang ctia Hodc Canh Than, trén mit
Tham Trimg ting d6, hoi thé cling tré nén gap gap.

D6 1a doi tay mdi ban nay con dan duong cam, gid lai dang giam cam lay cau . . . .

“Cau rat hung phan.” Hodc Canh Than nhu dang ngdm nghi, ngt diéu binh én nhu thé hai ngudi dang dam
ludn vé thoi tiét, “RAt cing.”

Nguyén nhan hung phan nhu thé hoan toan 1a do dbi tugng, nhung cau nay cé chét ciing khong thé néi ra,
dong thoi Tham Tring ciing ngai md miéng, chi danh git dau dai, m&t mé 16n nhin tinh khi ban than dang
tiét ra it chat léng trong sudt, dinh w6t ngén tay déi phuong. Trén ngén tay Hodc Canh Than cé vét chai
tay kha mong, lic ma sat qua dau mut, hoi dau, ddng thdi ciing sinh ra cdm gidc kich thich khé hiéu, cau
that su khong nhin dude nita, phét ra tiéng rén ri ém 4i dén cd ban than ciing khong ngs dén.

“Lam dau cau a? Xin 16i” Hodc Canh Than té ra lo dénh, nhung thuc té da nhe tay hon, quan tAm néi:
“Mubn ban ciing khong sao, khong can nhin.”

Nghe tit miéng d6i phuong néi ra nhitng 16i nay, Tham Trimg mat dé bing, khéng chi cdm thiy mat tu
nhién, thAm chi cd ngudi con ciing cong. Cau va Hoac Canh Than khéong thé tinh 1a quen biét, gan day c6
trd chuyén véi nhau may lan, déi phuong van ludn té ra nho nha 1& do tién thodi chitng muec, t6i hién gid,
tir d6i mo6i méng ay néi ra nhiing 161 khong hé kiéng de kiéu nay, qua that lam ciu nghen hong tran troi.
Tham Tring tham chi khong kip kiém ché ban than, gan nhu cling lic nghe thiy 15i néi d6, cadu phét ra
tiéng thé gap nhu nic nd, chat nhay trang duc tic khac ban ra, dinh day ci tay Hoic Canh Than.

Cau vita s¢ vita then, nhung co thé van dang chim dam trong khodi cAm, tham chi con hoi run ray, dau mut
trudng d6 lai ban ra vai dong chat nhay gidn doan, mdi két thiic. Tham Trimg thap giong thd dbc, dau 6c
hén loan, gan nhut quén mat cidch ho hap, ngo ngac nhin Hodc Canh Than.

Hodc Canh Than bi cAu nhin ciing khéng cAm thiy ngai, rit mot t khin gidy, cAn than va thong tha lau
sach titng ngén tung ngén tay mot, cudi cling méi ¥ vi tham trudng néi: “Cau qua nhién con rat tré.”
Tham Tring d6 méit, biét that chat dbi phuong dang quanh co tréu gheo chuyén cau phét tiét trong thoi
gian qué ngin, trong gidy phit vita quan vita cuéng, khong lua 15i ma cu lai: “Vay anh cé thé giit duge bao
lau ch@?” néi ra 15i nay, chang khac nao dang khiéu khich, Tham Trimg vita néi xong 1ap tic cdm thiy hoi
hén, chi c¢6 thé simg so nhin d6i phuong.

Hodc Canh Than mim cudi, ciing khong gian, than nhién néi: “Chi it thi théa man cAu khong thanh van
da”

Tham Trimg nghe vy, qua nhién vo cliing xau hd, khong chi ¢é tai, ma dén ca nguc cling mot mang dé nhat,
bdi vi 4m chi thang thimg ctia d6i phuong ma mat do bing 1én, trong gi phit nay, thit dang trao trong
long khong phéi hoang sg, ma 1 chd mong, ciing lic nhan thitc duge diéu nay, cAu cang cam thiy xau hé hon.

7. Chuong 7

Hoéc Canh Than ldy gel béi tron tit ngin kéo dau giudng.
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Tham Trimg len 1én lia m&t nhin, dé ¥ thiy dé 1a dd méi chua dude khui, khong biét tai sao, ddy long mo
ho thd phao nhe nhom. Hodc Canh Than md gel bdi tron ra, dé mot it ra tay Tham Tritng, sau dé kéo tay
céu bao lay ha than clia anh, thap giong néi: “Dén phién ciu.”

Tham Trimg hoi cing thing, nhung vAn ngoan ngoan ding tay cam lay déi phuong, ¢b ging hdi tuéng kinh
nghiém thi *** trong qué khit ciia ban than, xoa nin khong thé néi 1a thanh thao nhung cing khéng dén
noi khap khiéng. B vi kia ctia Hoic Canh Than rat néng, ciing rat cimg . . . . Chéic dai khéi vi phai nhan
nai tir lic b&t ddu cuong t6i gid, dong tc ciia Tham Trimg ré rang ching ¢é ky xéo gl, nhung Hodc Canh
Than van 16 ra sic mat nhu kha thoai méai.

Vi mét phiit that than, cdu nhin dén do dan, dong téc tay cling cham lai.
“Tiép tuc.” Hodc Canh Than md miéng ndi, giong néi khan khan chiu dung, “Pimmg ngimg lai.”

Day 1a 1an dau tién trong dém nay, trong 13i néi ciia anh mang theo ham ¥ ra lénh, Tham Tring khong chiit
nghi ngoi, tiép tuc vd vé an 1i, lai s¢ thiéu kich thich, diing hai tai ddng thdi vubt ve. Hodc Canh Than hoi
cii dau, & bén tai cAu phat ra mot tiéng rén, hé hap voén binh én ciing dan dan tré nén khé khin. Cudi
cting Tham Trimg ciing c6 chit tu tin vao k¥ x&o clia ban than, nén tré nén gan hon, ding ngén tay cha
x4t 16 nhoé trén dinh, cb hét sic lay long d6i phuong.

Khong biét qua bao lau, Hodc Canh Than gitt tay cdu lai, nhich ngudi 4p ddo ciu trén giudng.

Tham Trimg da biét rd chuyén sap xay ra tiép theo, Hoic Canh Than d6 gel béi tron ra tay, mot bén cii
dau hon cau, mot bén tach dui ra cdu, vuon tay vudt ve noi truée nay van déng chit. Tham Trimg khong
hé c6 kinh nghiém, nhat thsi cdm thiy hoang mang v6 cling, nhung van ¢ ging phdi hop véi dbi phuong.
Trong nu hén diu dang ctia Hodc Canh Than thap thodng cAm xtc voi va, Tham Trimg bi hén dén hai tai
néng lén, Hoic Canh Than tham chi con khong cham vao cAdu ma ha than ctia cdu lai c¢6 phan tng.

Ngoén tay am w6t lan quan hoi lau & canh cita khép kin, rdi méi c¢b ging tién vao, Tham Trimg ¢ hét siic
tha 1éng than thé, gitta nu hon khién ké khic than trf mé loan, cdu cAm nhén dugc ngén tay ctia anh xam
nhap vao co thé minh. Khong dén ndi dau nhtic, nhung cam gidc khac la 1dm, noi vén khoéng nén bi xam
chiém citt thé bi tién vao, Tham Tring khéng khéi cam thay kho thich tmg, nhung dong tac ctia Hodc Canh
Than khong hé chan chd, gibng nhu cho rang cau da quen, lai ddy thém moét ngén tay nita vio.

“Cham mot chit . . . ” Tham Trimg nhin may, vao lic nu hon két thic da ngap ngimg cau khan.

Déng tac cta Hodc Canh Than hoi khung lai, trd nén nhe nhang hon, chi 1a déng tdc ctia ngén tay lan mod
trong co thé cAu van khong cham lai, Tham Trimg chd y dén tang md hoéi méng manh trén tran Hodc Canh
Than, cubi cing bing tinh dai ngd, cé6 phan méc ¢d, vuon tay v6i ¥ dinh an ti tinh khi ctia déi phuong,
nhung vita dung t6i dinh, da bi hat ra khéng chit lvu tinh.

Tham Trimg cAm thiy hoang mang, 14p tiic ngita dau nhin déi phuong.

Hodc Canh Than cusi khd, thip giong néi: “Cau dimg ¢ lita néng con d6 thém dau . . . 7

Tham Trimg khong hiéu ¥ anh, chi danh git dau dai. Mot lic sau, mdéi hau tri hau gidc ham ¥ trong 15i
néi ctia anh. Lic nay ngén tay ctia Hoic Canh Than trong co thé cAu da ting lén ba ngén, Tham Tring cbd
de xubng cam giac la 1dm, ¢6 gdng mé rong dui, dé tién cho hanh dong ctia dbi phuong. Bdng nhién ding
ltc dé, khong biét ngén tay ciia Hoac Canh Than an tring chd nao, Tham Trimg toan than chin dong, cam
gidc phan eo nhu nhiin ra, c6 thtt khoai cdm mo hd ma xa la nhu dong dién chay xet qua.

Con chua kip néi gi, Hodc Canh Than da rit ngén tay ra, do gel boi tron 1én tinh khi ctia anh, thia dip
Tham Trimg dang lic that than, dit ngay ctta vio da duge ndi 1éng, tién vio khong chit chan chs. Tham
Trimg sic mit cling ngic, tiéng rén dau bat thét ra.

Dong tac ciia Hofic Canh Than dot ngot khong kip dé phong, cdu con chua kip ¢ thic chuyén gi dang xay
ra, thi da dau dén vién mét ngdn nude, hai chan bin rin md réng, cim gidc dau dén séng dong tit noi bi
tién vao truyén dén, cd ngudi thodng run ray, that thanh kéu lén.

Hodc Canh Than hén lén nguc cu, héi: “Rat dau?”
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Vo6 nghia, duong nhién rat dau! Tham Tring hét to trong long, nhung dén mét chit ciing khong néi ra miéng,
chi c¢6 thé phét ra tiéng nghen ngao 4m & trong hong, thip giong thé dbc, mot bén hit sau, moét bén cim
nhan phan dudi dang co rit khong kiém soat dudc, siét chiit vit ciing néng ruc trong co thé, thé 1a lai phat
ra tiéng rén dau dén.

Sau khi tién vao chd sdu bén trong thi Hoic Canh Than ngimg lai hanh vi xAm chiém, cham chi nhin mit
céu, thap giong néi nhu dang tran thuat sy that: “Cau khéc.”

Vén Tham Trimg ciing khéng nhan ra chuyén nay, nhung Hoic Canh Than vita néi viy, cAu méi hoan hon,
nhan ra ban than that su dang khéc, voi va lay tay lau sach nudc mét, hoi 4y ndy vi hanh vi that thé cta
ban than, vdi vang md miéng giai bay: “Rat dau.” cdu vita néi xong thi vo thitc dong day, cAm gidc con dau
truyen tit dudi than dén, nhat thoi lai khong dam déng day.

Hoéc Céanh Than hén lén mit Tham Trimg, nhung van giit im ling, chi 1a ngén tay quen thudc cam lay tinh
khi ctia cdu, bat dau vo vé. Poan chimg 1a do ky xdo ciia anh rat gioi, dut ban than dang chiu dung dau
dén manh liét, dong thoi da phat tiét mot 1an, tinh khi ctia Tham Trimg van nhu bi thuan phuc du6i ban
tay anh, vi déng téc ciia ddi phuong ma mau chéng trd nén cuong ctng, ha than lai vo thic siét chat, khoai
cam va dau dén cung tré nén manh liét hon.

“Tham Tring” Hoic Canh Than tram giong goi, giéng nhu dang ¢b gang 4p ché cAm xic hay diéu gi diy
gibng vay, “Cau tha léng mot chit.”

b2

“Xin 16i . . . . trén tran Tham Tring ra mot tang md héi lanh, mo hod néi: “To6i. . . . xin1di . . . 7 cAu
ciing c¢6 thé lo mo doan dugc, cau siét chit co thé dai khaicling khién déi phuong cam thiy khé chiu, nhung
lai khong biét nén lam cach nao giai quyét quan canh nay.

“Pa néi nhicu 1an rdi, dimg xin 16i.” giong néi Hofc Canh Than nhu dang thé dai, ngit diéu lic néi ching
khéc bat dic di 1a bao, “Cau nhu viy, sé chi khién ngudi khic cang mudn bat nat hon ma théi”

Hoac Canh Than qué nhién néi duge lam duge, vao lic Tham Tritg hoi thich tng v6i cam gidc bi tién vao,
anh 6m lay eo ciu, bit dau dua ddy véi bién dé nhdé, Tham Trimg mit nhin may nhiu, tuy rang cb nubt
xu6éng thanh 4m trong hong, nhung toan than lai vi thit cAm gidc qua mtc la 1Am nay ma trd nén e de.
Nhung Hofic Canh Than duong nhu khong hé phét gidc diéu nay, ngude lai vuon tay vudt ve ha than Tham
Trimg, noi d6 von da bi lam cho dung thing, ngén tay Hodc Canh Than khong ngimg mang lai kich thich,
Tham Tring bi dau dén manh liét va khodi cdm dang trao thay phién nhau kich thich, gan nhu da quén
bén ban than dang lam gi.

“Tham Trimg . . . ” Hofc Canh Than thip giong goi tén cau, dit xuéng mot nu hon ém i ma néng boéng
hon bat ¢t tht gi 1én vanh tai cAu. Tham Trimg mé méat ra, trén ngudi da dam dia mo hdi tir lac nao, Hodc
Cénh Than van dang dua day, nhin thiy 4nh mat md mit cia Tham Tring, gan nhu ¢ chit budn cusi hon
lén mat ciu, hoi han: “X&y ra chuyén gi?”

Tham Trimg lic dau, hoi then thung n6i: “Anh . . . . khong can quan tam dén toi dau, da khong con dau
nhu Idc ndy . . . . that chat cdu dang néi dbi, lan dau tién lam chuyén nay, dau dén duong nhién khéng
thé tranh khoi, chi 13 Hoic Canh Than trudc sau van luén lo ling cho céu, chi diéu 4y thoi ciing d khién
cau cam thiy mat tu nhién.

“Thét sao?” Hodc Canh Than nhin ciu chim chi, trong déi mét den sam co hd won w6t khé c6 thé nhan ra,
gibng nhu *** nong dam, 4nh mit khong con sac bén nhu binh thudng.

Tham Trimg voi va gt dau, lai bio Hodc Canh Than buéng tay dang cAm ha than ctia cdu ra, hoi xau hd
néi: “Anh ¢t lam viéc ctia anh . . . . Téi khong sao.”

Trong Hodc Canh Than cé vé tin 15i cau, hoiic do anh da khong con di khi ning suy xét, thuan theo 15i
Tham Trimg tha 16ng hai tay, nguc hai ngudi dan sat vao nhau, Tham Tring gan nhu c6 thé cdm nhan dugc,
trai tim ctia Hodc Canh Than ciing giéng nhu cdu, dip rat nhanh, ***g nguc ddp manh liét. Thit cAm gidc
khong thé goi 1a &n ¥ nhung lai gan ké thé nay khién cAu thodng that than, chon mit vao ¢ Hodc Canh
Than, khong néi tiéng nio nita.
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Chi chéc sau, Hofic Canh Than bit dau hanh déng, khong phai kiéu nhe nhang chdm rai gibng nhu tham
do khai quat trudc day, anh tién vao that sau, roi lai lap ttc rit ra, c@ thé lip di lip lai.

Tham Tring that thanh hét lén, dui trong man cAm bi ban tay A&m &p ctia anh vudt ve, tiép theo lai khong
hé lvu tinh vin bung ra, don hét sitc gin két chit ché noi riéng tu ciia hai ngudi, tit goc nhin ctia Tham
Trimg, c¢6 thé thidy dau mut tinh khi ctia anh bién méat trong co thé cau, gbc tinh khi w6t nude do gel bdi
tron dé lai, theo dong téc tién vao, thit truéng dé kia tit tit bién mAt trong pham vi tam nhin cau, bi co thé
cau dung nap.

Mat cau lai néng 1én, trong long cé thit cdm xiic bdi r6i khong cach nao néi 16, cling cadm xic théa nguyén
mo ho, trong khoang khic ngan ngui, trong con dau dit doi lai mang dén vai phan théa méan khéng thé néi
thanh lai.

“Cau dimg md mét nhin chong choc . . . . giong néi ciia Hodc Canh Than vang lén bén tai.

Tham Trimg cho rang ban than cdu lai lam sai, voi vang doi tam mét, tam thoi khong biét phai lam sao.
Ng& dau Hoac Canh Than bdng dung kéo tay ciu xudng, bat ngén tay cdu vudt ve noi map hop ciia hai
nguoi, Tham Trimg xAu hd t6i cuc d6, nhung lai khong dam rit tay vé, thun theo ¥ ciia Hoic Canh Than,
guong gao ma can than vubt ve gbc 1é clia anh ciing véi cita vao bi ép budc md ra, sau day lai nghe dugc
tiéng thé dbc tram thap ctia Hoic Céanh Than, vat thé dang vii trong co thé cdu nhu lai banh truéng hon.

“Hodc Canh Than?” cdu nhin anh.

“Hit . . . ? dudng nhu Hoc Canh Than rat thich nhitng cii dung cham trong tinh hubéng nhu véy, trén
guong mit kiém ché nhu hién thém vé tram mé cling thu gian, thip giong néi: “Cau khong thich?”

Tham Tritg voi va lac dau, nhung nhin Hoic Canh Than c¢6 vé ciing khong quan tam, cti dau hon lén dau
nhil v& bd nguc clia cau, lai bit dau dong téc dua ddy. Tham Trimg nhin dau, c6 ging tha 16ng co thé dé
tiép nhan dbi phuong, khong biét qua bao lau, Hoac Canh Than dwa diy manh hon, gibng nhu mat khéng
ché, ma sat méanh liét khong theo quy téc ndo dén noi sdu nhat, Tham Trimg vo thic dé bat ra nhing tiéng
rén ri nhu nghen ngao, mit dé t6i mang tai, truée méit tré nén mo hd, Hodc Canh Than ding sitc dé 1én
cdu, than thé hoi rung dong, phit ra mot tiéng rén thap nhu phat tiét tat ca.

Sau khi két thiic, hai ngudi tit tit thudn hoi, tinh khi vén bi tréu choc viing ddy ciia cdu dd mén nhiin ti
lau, lai thém dau tich am w6t do lay dinh lan phat tiét trude, gio nhin nhi con thi nhé mét ra roi vita dang
thuong vita yéu 6t nam giita hai chan. Noi vita bi tién vao cang thé tham hon, sau khi Hodc Canh Than rit
ra, noi d6 van 4m am dau, dich thé rét vao bén trong 1ap tiic chiy ra, Tham Trimg khong biét xoay s thé
ndo, cudn ngudi nam yén tai cho.

Ho#c Canh Than cham diéu thudc 14, s& dau cau, nhe giong héi: “Con dau khéng?”

Tham Trimg lac dau. That chat khoang thoi gian sau, cdm gidc dau dén khong con manh liét nhu ban dau,
van trong pham vi chiu dung ctia ciu, chang qua khi bi tién vao lan nita, noi d6 giéng nhu té liét, hoan toan
méat di cam gidc, diéu dy khién cAu thiy khé chiu.

Hodc Canh Than im ling hat hét diéu thube, xong kéo cau day di tdm rita. Tham Tring khéng mudn dé
Hoac Canh Than gitip, dé xudng xau hd trong long, mau chéng tim sach ngudi minh ngay trudc mit anh.
Hai ngudi déu tur tam qua nuée néng. Pém da khuya, Hodc Canh Than tién tay thdo ra giuong xudng, ném
vao gié dod do trong phong tam, rdi kéo Tham Trimg lén giudng ngi.

Tham Trimg da mét maéi ra roi, ndm trén chin ném xa la, gan nhu ngt thiép di trong chép mét.

Lic tinh lai, trong phong ngii 13 mét mau den, Tham Tritng hip mit trong ra khe hd rém cita s3, bén ngoai
thap thodng 4nh dén dudng md 4o, hinh nhu 14 gitta dém.

Cau dong day ngudi, cdm thiy cd ngudi cing d9, eo dau chan nhiin, nghi dén nguyén nhan tao thanh nhing
hau qua nay, cau khong dé mat, nhung ha than lai rat thanh that ma phan tmg. Cau thodng xau hd, binh
tinh doi duc vong lang xuéng, sau diy mdéi thd dai mot hoi.

Tuy cadm thiy khé dau nhittc, nhung hanh vi nay lai khéng khién cau thiy ghét, huéng hd hém nay do dong
déat nén tam thoi dimg ghi hinh, du cdu hanh déng bét tién ciing khéng anh huéng dén cong viéc. Tham
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Triung nghi dén day, lai quay qua nhin guong mat dang say ngt ciia ngudi dan éng bén canh, khéng khoi
bit dau ngo ra.

Hinh nhu Hodc Canh Than bi déng tinh ctia cidu danh thic, ngai ngii mé mat ra nhin, chi § dén tam mat
ctia Tham Trimg, vuon tay 6m lay cAu, Tham Tring c6 chit bat ngd, ciing ¢é chit gidt minh, cd ngudi nép
vao long Hodc Canh Than, khuon mit dan st ***g nguc tran trui ctia déi phuong, bdng dung cam thay su
Am ap gan giii khé néi thanh 161, co hd quén sach mét méi va khé chiu clia than thé, khong lau sau lai chim
vao gidc ngi.

“B, cAu mudn ngh t6i chimg nao ha” giong néi lanh ling quen thudc vang lén.

Tham Trimg bi tiéng néi nay lam cho gidt minh tinh diy, mé mét ra nhin, truéc mit chinh 13 Hofic Canh
Dung, con vi trf bén canh da ving béng tit lic nao khong hay. Cau bdng nhé t6i tdi qua lic di ngi cau
khong miic gi ca, luéng cudng cti dau nhin xudng ngudi minh, khéng biét vao lic nao, trén ngudi minh moc
thém bd dd ngit sdm mau, size hai 16n, ¢6 thé doin dude chit nhan clia né 14 ai. Trude khi di Hoic Canh
Than da mic dd ngh cho cdu 4? Tham Trimg hoai nghi suy doan.

N 2. , A N < N N s
“Chao buodi sang.” cdu nhin Hoac Canh Dung, 6n hoa néi.

Hoéc Canh Dung tit trén cao nhin xudng cau, giong diéu khéng dé nghe gi cho may: “Le lén, t6i gid &n trua
roi. Dimg hiéu 1am, 14 anh t6i nho t6i goi cau day.”

“Anh . . . ? Tham Tring chi néi duge mot chit, rdi lai khong biét nén néi gi tiép.

“Anh &y di lam rdi” Hodc Canh Dung c6 vé khong hiéu ldm, nhung van néi tiép, “Céu ct & lai day nghi
ngoi di, néu nhu can gi, c6 thé bao ngudi hau dén nha cau lay.”

Tham Trimg dang dinh bién bach ban than vin chua quyét dinh c6 nén don t6i day khong, chot nghe Hodc
Canh Dung héi: “Khong phai ldc trude cdu van khong chiu sao? Sao gio lai dong y. Anh 4y . . . . khong
ép budc cau dé chit . . . ” Hoac Canh Dung bay ra than sic ¢6 quai, gibng nhu rat nghi ngd méi quan hé
gitta hai ngudi ho.

Cau 4 khau khong tra 16i duge, chi danh im ling lic dau, sau mot lac lau, méi néi: “Céu rat dé y chuyén
nay sao?”

“T6i khong them.”Hodc Canh Dung tra 15i khong that long, ving 16ng may nhén tit lai.

Tham Trimg 1én dom cau, bdng dung cam thiy rat budn cudi, vo thitc néi diia: “Cau quan tdm chuyén ctia
ching t6i vdy, r6t cudc 1a ghen véi anh cdu hay ghen véi t6i?”

Hoéc Canh Than trimg ciu, guong mit cuc ky tic gian, “Bét dua di, ai them ghen véi may ngudi” ciu tam
titc xoay ngudi bé di, ddng thai gidn dit héi thic Tham Trimg, “Rita mat cho le xudng lau &n trua, do &n
muén lanh luén roi”

Tham Trimg yén ling trong mot thoang, méi nhe giong néi: “Cam on cau, Canh Dung.”

Hodc Canh Dung thidy méat tu nhién, quay lung vé phia cdu, cling khong cho cdu mot cau dap tra, voi va
roi khéi phong ngii. Nhung Tham Tritg ¢ thé khiang dinh, Hoic Canh Dung xem nhu da nhan 15i cdm on
clia ciu. Cau nhd lai chuyén xay ra dém qua, khong hé cdm thdy hdi han, ching qua cé cam gidc nhu dang
& trong mo, tua nhu tat cd nhitng chuyén xdy ra dém qua chi 14 cadnh trong mo, dit than thé ra roi 1a minh
chtng t6t nhat cho dém qua, nhung cidu van cam thiy théat khé tin.

Khong ngd ban than lai 1am chuyén d6 . . . . Hon nita Hoic Canh Than chi lam mot 1an, rdi vi quan tAm
cau ma ngung.

Cho di da chuan bi tam 1y sin sang, nhung hinh nhu moi thit khong giéng véi du liéu ciia cau ldm, thai do
ctia Hodc Canh Than dbi xit véi cau, co ban khong giéng nhu trong tudng tuong ciia cdu. Hodc Canh Than
d6i xtt khé diu dang véi cau, cling khoéng ép budc cau, nhung hinh nhu dai da s6 dai gia cling khong quan
tam dén vay, Tham Tring da lin 16n trong gidi ndy, gip qua khong it ngdi sao dude bao dudng, cd ngusi
tham chi mang than thé day thuong tich dén ghi hinh, binh thuong con phai ding git héi tham, cung kinh
ninh not dai gia, ma Hodc Canh Than thi hinh nhu chiwa timg c6 ¥ yéu cau cau lam vay.
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Ma dit Hofic Canh Than c6 suy nghi gi di nita, thi dai khai d6i phuong cting khéng c6 s thich bao luc, diéu
d6 khién Tham Trimg khé thé phao moét hoi. Cau ngdi day xudng givwdng, rita mat, vi khong cé dem theo
quan 4o dé thay, cdu mic luén dd ngi xudng lau.

Hoéc Canh Dung dang #n canh, lic thiy cau, khong néi gi ca.

Tham Trimg cing dan dan hiéu dugce cdu, nén khéng chit déng bit chuyén, chi ngdi xudng, ubng mét miéng
nude chanh trude, rdi an salad trén trén ban. Do chuyén téi hom qua nén céu cho rang ban than cé 1& nén
an thitc &n nhe thi tot cho co thé hon.

Mot 14t sau, Hoac Canh Than mé miéng néi: “Di dong clia cdu mdi reo.”

Tham Trimg lay lai tinh than, méi chi ¥ t6i di dong ciia cAdu dé trén ban, nhin thodng qua ngudi goi dén,
phat hién 1a dién thoai ctia chi Chuong dai dién, dai loai 14 c6 chuyén lién quan dén cong viéc can lién hé,
cau ciing khong dé bung, dinh #n xong roi goi lai, nén tra 16i Hodc Canh Dung: “Cam on cdu nhac nhd.”

Hoéc Canh Dung luom ciu, hit mot tiéng, mé miéng néi: “T6i ting néi sé khong vi chuyén d6 ma khinh
thuong cau, néi duge lam duge. C6 diéu, ban than cdu ciing . . . 7 tréong cau ta cit nhu khong biét mé 16
thé nao, sau mot hdi lau méi tiép tuc: “Ping dit tinh cAm vao diy, bang khong dén lic d6 ngudi chiu tén
thuong chinh 1a cau.”

“T6i hiéu ma” Tham Trimg thanh that tra 16i.

Cau ciing khong that sy dan dén vay, duong nhién c6 thé hiéu, tuy rang Hoac Canh Dung luén giit vé kho
chiu, nhung dich thue 13 dang lo lang cho cdu. Chang qua, cd ban cé nhiéu lic cdu khong cach nao khéng
ché duge tinh cadm ctia ban than, du Hodc Canh Dung c6 long t6t nhac nhd cau, cdu cling chi c6 thé tran
trong cat gii trong long.

Hoéc Canh Dung khéng hai long néi: “Chd cé thé dit tinh cadm thi khong dit, ¢t khing khing dit ¢ day .

b

Tham Trimg ngd ngudi, khéng hiéu y déi phuong.
“Liic déng phim ciing nén danh nhiéu tinh cdm hon, binh béng” Hoic Canh Dung lanh ling néi.

Nghe dén d6, Tham Trimg lai khong nhin duge bat cusi, Hoic Canh Dung thuong hay oén trach dién xau
té lau cta cau, day cung khéng phai lan dau tlen nhung khi nghe den ngdn tit trao phung tap mai thanh
quen nay, lai ngoai ¥ muén gitp cho tdm trang vén c6 phan ning né ciia cdu trd nén khoan khoai hon.

“Goi ngudi khac binh béng da miéng thé, vy con cAu chiing ndo méi dat dude danh hiéu dnh dé day?” cau
¢6 ¥ choc gheo.

Hodc Canh Dung vita nghe dén lai gidn, ngay trudc mat cau ké 1é vé tén d6i thi cé tiéng ma khong c¢6 miéng
canh tranh dnh dé dot truée, Tham Trimg mot bén phdi hop véi cau ta, mdt bén thi budn cusi. Tuy 1a mot
ngudi dan éng bang tudi minh, nhung cé rat nhiéu lic Hodc Canh Dung that su qui mtc don thudn thing
thing, kha dé dic t6i véi ngudi khéc, cing khé trach Hodc Canh Than day bao ciu ta nhu tré nho, con ép
cau ta phéi 6 day.

Tam nham v6i Hoac Canh Dung mot lae, Tham Tritng muon ¢ chudn di, 14y di dong lién lac v6i chi Chuong
dai dién.

“Chi Chuong, em 1a Tham Tritng, xin 16i goi lai cho chi muén véy, ban nay chi tim em c6 chuyén gi vay?”

Giong ctia Chuong Trudng Binh & dau bén kia dién thoai cé thé néi 1a vui téi troi, b6t di su nghiém khéc
hiang ngay, tang thém vé hao hiing, “Bd phim dién &nh hién tai khéng phai dang tam thoi dimg ghi hinh
sao? Vua hay ¢6 mot dai dién phat ngdén mdéi tim t6i noi ne!” ¢6 ndéi ra tén mot nhan hiéu ma moi ngusi
da nghe t6i nhin tai, “Gan day céng ty ho dinh dua ra thi trudng mau di déng mdéi, du dinh maoi cdu lam
ngudi dai dién phét ngdn, hop dong chi tiét con chua ban xong, ¢6 diéu trén co ban da xac dinh chic chin
roi, may ngay nita sé di gip ngudi clia céng ty dbi phuong, cAu nhé dimg thitc khuya, bang khong t6i lac dé
mit mii xdu xi . . .7

Tham Trimg nghe vay, ¥ cudi trén mit ciing dan dan do lai.
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Doi dén lac chi Chuong ctip may, Tham Trimg 1én mang tim hiéu thit, méi biét hoa ra suy doan clia cau
khong hé sai. Tham Trimg ciing khong biét gi nhiéu vé hang di dong kia, nhung cau biét, cong ty ctia Hodc
gia nim hon mot nita ¢d phan ciia cong ty d6, bsi viy cong viéc phat ngén nay dén mot cach dot ngot,
khong can nghi ciing biét 14 chuyén gi roi.

Tuy da chuan bi tAm 1y trude, nhung ngay sau hom lén giuong lai ¢é tin tc nhu viy truyén dén, Tham
Trimg qua that khong biét nén phan @ng thé nao. Pa khé xit, nay lai con c¢é chit xau hd . . . . Nhé dén
ngit diéu nhéy nhét trong dién thoai ctia chi Chuong, vui suéng khi cAu c¢6 hgp ddong méi, Tham Trimg cb
thit cAm gidc gan nhu muén don thé, nhung day 1a con duong do ban than khing khing lua chon, ciu co
ban khong c6 tu cach dé héi han.

Cho t6i gi®, cam gidc bay béng nhu trong mo vi trai qua mot dém véi Hodic Canh Than, bdng chde tan bién,
con s6t lai chi c6 phién long va génh ning néi khéng thanh 15i, cAu cudi cung ciling rd, t6i hém qua dich
thuc chi 13 mot gidc mo, ma vi canh trong mo clia ban than qué miic hoan m¥, nén co hd da quén, cam xic
khé xit va nhuc nha gic phut nay méi la hién thuc.

Bat luan thé nao, déu da qud mudn.

Day 1a con dudng do chinh cdu chon, bat chdp ding trudc c¢é gi, cAu van phai di tiép.

8. Chuong 8

Sau khi goi dién thoai, trén co ban cdu da quyét dinh duge bude tiép theo ctia hanh trinh.

Tham Trimg trd lai phong khach, Hodc Canh Dung quan sét cAu, anh méit khong hai 1ong pha 1an chit soi
méi khién cdu hoi hoang mang. Nhung Tham Tritng ciing khong héi ra miéng, chi ngdi vao vi tri ban nay,
uéng mot ngum hong tra da lanh.

“E. giong diéu ctia Hoac Canh Dung khong dé nghe. Cau ta xua nay von da véy.

Tham Trimg cing khong bat ngd, nguée mit nhin dbi phuong, Hoic Canh Dung dimg diy di qua, kéo tay
ép cau phai diing day theo, Tham Tring con chua kip hoi gi, da bi Hoac Canh Dung kéo 1én lau ba, di t6i
mot cin phong dodn chimg 1 phong ngt clia Hodc Canh Dung. Déi phuong mé cdnh clta nam & gbc phong,
s soang bat dén bén trong, Tham Tring nhan ra dé 14 phong thay dd, vo thiic di theo Hoac Canh Dung
Vao.

Hoé&c Canh Dung chon dai mot bo dd quang cho céu, khong nhin dugce hdi thic: “Mau thay di, cit méic dod
ngu nhin ky cuc qua.”

Tuy giong diéu va thai do déu kha cdc can, nhung day 1 xuit phat tir long tét ctia ciu ta, nén Tham Trimg
ciing khéng gian, sau khi n6i cdm on, thi thiy Hoac Canh Dung di ra ngoai con tién tay déng cita lai, hién
nhién 14 dinh dé Tham Trimg thay do & trong ddy luén. Tham Trimg cdi ra 4o ngt rong thing thinh, thay
40 somi va quan do Hoac Canh Dung dua, nhung khi nhin xuéng déng do, ciu chgt ngd ngang.

Ao ngl va quan trong nhin ciing khéng méi . . . . Néu la dd cii, vAy hién nhién 14 dd Hodc Canh Than
thuong xai . . . . Tham Tring tuéng tuong dén canh Hoic Canh Than trude khi di gitip cdu mic do, chép
chép mét, mit qud that mudn bbc chdy roi.

Ngudi ding ngoai khong kién nhan dap cita, “Nay, cAu xong chua.”

Bi tiéng dong d6 kéo tinh, Tham Trung voi vang tra 16i: “Sép xong r6i.” néi xong, voi va thay dd ciia Hoéc
Canh Dung dua, gap gon bo dd ngu vita cdi ra, budc nhanh ra phong thay do.

“Mit cAu dé qua.” Hofc Canh Dung dimg doi bén ngoai nhin luét qua cdu, nghi hofic héi: “Xay ra chuyén
gi?”
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“Khong ¢6 gi” Tham Trimg xau hd tra 16i, nhung than sic trén méit lai khong che gidu duge, qua that rat
c6 cam gidc gidu dau hé dudi.

May ma Hodc Canh Dung khéng tiép tuc truy citu, chi ngd ngo liéc cAu roi thoi, thay déi chii dé cAu chuyén.
B6i vi lich trinh quay phim tam thdi dinh chi, nén hién tai Hoic Canh Dung dang ranh réi, Tham Tring bi
céu kéo dén phong sach, hai ngudi ddnh may van cd vua.

Tham Trimg 13 tay cd méi, noi nhé déng quy téc ray ra kia cing da lam cdu chodng vang, ma Hodc Canh
Dung con khéng théem né mit, Tham Trimg thua may van, nhung khéng hé cam thay nhuc, vi Hodc Canh
Dung luén t6 vé dic y dao dat, qua that nhin nhu dia tré gianh duge thing loi, khién nguoi khac co ban
khoéng thay phan cim.

Vao lic tran ¢& liap di lip lai khong biét dén van thit bao nhiéu, v Tham Trimg sdu sic phéat gidc ban than
khoéng c6 bat cit tai ning hay thién phud gi vé phuong dién cd vua, clta phong sich bi mé ra.

Hoéc Canh Than di vio, mot bén néi 1éng ca vat, mot bén tiy ¥ néi: “Hai ngudi dang choi cd?”
Hodc Canh Dung dua mat nhin anh cdu, mang theo hanh dién néi: “Céu ta da thua ci budi chiéu.”

Hoéc Canh Than chi cudi, luét qua ban ¢, roi di dén mé méy tinh, cﬁng biét dang ban rén gi, trong phong
sach vang lén tleng g6 ban phim; Tham Tring khong yén long, chang méy chéc lai thua thém van nita, dit
khoét giuong cd trdng dau hang, nhung thai do khong hé nubi tiéc nay ngugce lai khién Hofic Canh Dung
khong vui 1én tiéng chi trich: “Sao cAu khong c¢b ging thém chit nita? Chi can di con tugng t6i day, con
vua thi. ..

Nhitng 15 tiép theo ciia cdu, Tham Trimg hoan toan khéng nghe lot tai.

Hofic Canh Than c6 1& van dang lam viéc, nhung 4nh mét thinh thoang liéc nhin cdu khing dinh khong phai
gid, Tham Trimg caAm gidc miéng ludi kho khdc, cam ly nudce d4 trén ban 1én nbc may hép 16n. Hodc Canh
Dung van dang tiép tuc dién thuyét cho ban thua khong c¢é kha ning nghich chuyén, Tham Trimg cb tap
trung dau 6c 18ng nghe budi toa dam cd vua khé khan vo6 vi, quing su ton tai clia ngud ngodi cach dé khong
xa ra sau dau.

Khong biét qua bao lau, Hodc Canh Than lén tiéng: “Choi cd budi chiéu, ciing nén ding roi.”

Ho#c Canh Dung nhin anh, lai nhin Tham Trimg, giéng nhu mo hd nhan thay dic¢u gi tit Tham Trimg, nhanh
choéng buéng quan co trén tay xubng, tiép theo lap ttc dimg day ra khoi phong. Khi canh cita déng lai phat
ra mot tiéng vang nho, Tham Tritng khéng nhin Hodec Canh Than, nhung déi phuong dimg déy, tiéng bude
chan cang ngdy cang gan ciu ciing khéng phai 4o gidc, Iic phat hién béng ngudi kia di dén sau lung cau,
Tham Trimg chi cAm thay 16ng to toan than nhu lap titc dung ngudc.

Khong phai vi sg, ma 13 vi hung phan, con c¢6 ndi niém chd mong map mg.
“Tham Trimg.” Hodc Canh Than ghé st tai cAu néi.

Tham Trimg quay dau lai, diém tinh néi: “Um, cé chuyén gi?” chinh cdu cing cim thiy ky la, ro rang
trong long dang khan truong hoang hét, nhung cau lai khong dé6 mit. Trai qua chuyén tbi qua, that chéit
cau khong can thiét phai mang theo cdm gidc khan truong xau hd, dit sao nén lam khéng nén lam thi ciing
lam hét roi.

Hodc Canh Than hon lén tai cau, “Céu that su thua ca budi chiéu?” trong giong néi clia anh mang theo ¥
cudi, nhung khong phai cudi nhao, ma la tréu gheo thién y.

“T6i méi choi . . . ” Tham Trimg khéng phuc 1m, 1ap bap giai thich.

“VAy hoa ra 1a Canh Dung tc hiép ngudi méi?” Hodc Canh Than tiép tuc néi.

Tuy day 14 su that, ching qua truée mit anh cta déi phuong, Tham Trimg ciing khong vo ¥ t6i ndi noéi
thang thimg thé, thé 1a chuyén huéng cau chuyén, quyét dinh chon mét chii dé khac, “Anh thudng tan tam
vao gio nay?”

43



“Khong chic” Hodc Canh Than dimg diy, ngdi xudng chd ciia Hofic Canh Dung lic niy, 4nh ning chiéu
xuyén qua cita s6, tia ning dam mau hic 1én sudn mat, nhu ma thém mot 16p hao quang anh vang, “Phai
xem tinh hinh, thinh thodng phai tang ca, chang qua hém nay la ngoai 1€, du sao c6 khach & nha.”

Tham Tring thodng loan nhip, ngo ngdc tra 10i: “A .. .

R6 rang 1a dbi tuong duge bao dudng, quing qua mot bén mic ké ciing ché sao, nhung Hodc Canh Than lai
vi chuyén nay ma tan tam dung gid, khéo léo trong cach néi khi goi cdu 1a khéach, chinh thai d6 quan tam
diu dang nay khién ngudi khac khong thé tat hét hy vong . . . . Tham Tring that than nghi.

“Em dang nghi gi?” Hoac Canh Than dot nhién cat tiéng hoi.
“Khong, khong cé gi.” cdu khé giat minh, dinh than roi hap tap tra 1oi.

Hodc Canh Than ciing khong truy ctu, chi dua mét quan sat cau, khong biét tai sao lai nhin may, bat ngd
néi nhu dang tran thuit mot sy that: “Em mac do ctia Canh Dung.”

Tham Tring ciing khong biét vi sao dbi phuong lai dé cap dén chuyén nay, khong suy nghi nhiéu, v6 thic
mim cudi, trd 16i anh: “Ao ngl clia anh khong vira ngudi, cdu ay t6t bung cho t6i muon moét bo.”

“Em 4y tot hon t6i?” Hofc Canh Than thap giong hoi.

Tham Tring stng s6t, hau nhw khéng thé tin dude Hodc Canh Than lai néi ra nhimg 15i nhu vay. Trong
nhat thoi khong biét nén tra 15i thé nao, ds ngudi, diing 4nh mat khé long tin duge nhin anh, 4nh mat kinh
ngac dén cuc diém nhu sau khi tro chuyén vui vé v6i mot ngudi di dudng cé budi, dot ngdt phat hién ra dbi
phuong that chat khong phai nhan loai.

Nét miit Hoic Canh Than thodng ddi, nhung ngay sau diy lai mim cusi, “Dua thoi”

Tham Tritng khéng c6 cusi theo anh, trong giong néi mang theo deé dit: “Xin 16i, téi khong biét . . . 7
Hoac Canh Than diu di, “Khong can xin 161, khong phai do em . . . . Téi von tudng rang sau khi vé sé thay
em dang mac 4o ngi clia t6i” anh binh tinh néi, trén mit phang phat ndi niem tiéc nudi va cd mat mat,
giéng nhu da 16 mat thdi co quan trong nao doé.

Tham Tritng nghe 16 hét, ddy long tran ngap xau hé, gan nhu dy ndy néi: “Vay gid t6i di thay?”
“Khong can.” Hofic Canh Than de tay cau lai, ¥ vi tham trudng néi: “Sau nay van con cd hoi”

Sau dAy, hai ngudi ho xudng lau, cing dung véi Hodc Canh Dung. Hodc Canh Dung hién tai van nhu tbi
qua, &n xong lap tic roi ban, con Hodc Canh Than vAn kén &n nhu cit, Tham Trimg nhin anh ding com,
ngap tran long hiéu ky, cudi ciing khong dian long duge nhin dia ga nau rugu hoan toan chua dong dia, héi:
“T6i nhé anh thich an thit gd ma?”

Hoac Canh Than tra 16i v6i dang diéu rat hién nhién, “T6i khong thich phuong phap ché bién nay.”

Qua 13 kén #n. Nhung khong biét tai sao, tinh céch tré con kiéu nay khi & trén ngudi anh, lai khéng c6 vé
d6i nghich, ngugc lai khién anh tré nén dic biét hon, va lai con khéng giéng ngusi thusng. Tham Tring
mang theo tAm trang phiic tap suy nghi, im ling dn hét thitc &n trong chén cau.

Sau bita com, Hofc Canh Than dan cdu t6i phong sach  that ra cing khong thé goi 1a phong séch, ching
qua bén trong bay diy dia phim sich 4&nh  Tham Trimg ngdi xudng s6 pha, Hoic Canh Than dimg trudc
tt1, dudng nhu dang chon DVD, dong thdi héi cdu: “Em mudn xem gi khong?”

TruGe dé Tham Trimg da dude Hodc Canh Dung din di tham quan noi nay, gio méi biét héa ra day 1a lanh
dia ctia Hodc Canh Than. Péng dia phim nay d thé loai, ¢c6 phim hanh déng Hollywood, c6 phim nghé
thuat v6 danh, c& phim truyén hinh va céc tdp anh nudc ngoai; thé loai sach lai cang nhiéu, tit tiéu thuyét
huyén bi dén céc 4ng vin sdch am thuc ciia cac tdc gid ndi tiéng, tham chi sach triét hoc hiém thiy, doan
chimg phong séch nay da dat dude ding cAp can gi c6 d6, gio nhin lai, & day hon phan nta 1a noi Hodc
Cénh Dung thudng dimng dé tiéu khién thu giai.

“Anh thich 1& dugdc rdi” cdu thuin miéng tra 15i.
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Hodc Canh Than suy ngdm mot lic, 14y ra mét dia DVD bé vao dau dia, sau d6 tré lai ngdi xudng canh
Tham Tritng.

Anh dén TV bat md, Tham Trimg nghe thiy tiéng nhac dao quen thude, trong long ¢é du cdm khong lanh,
moi thit tiép theo qua that nhu hinh phat ling tri v6i cdu; guong mat cudi clia cdu xuat hién trén man hinh
TV, mic 40 somi sém mau kiéu dang don gian, trén ngudi deo tap dé, tay cam dao, dang can thén gidng
gidi ky thudt chung cé cho khan gia truéc TV.

“Ditng xem cai nay!” Tham Trimng mat d6 bitng hét lén.

Chuong trinh &m thuc ctia cAu trude nay rat duge hoan nghénh, ngoai trit sach day nau &n, budi ghi hinh
chuong trinh ciing duge san xuat thanh DVD, dong thsi con ting kém mot it anh chup hau trudng, ngusi
ham mo ciia cAu khong c6 stic cudng lai nhitng san pham nhu vay, nghe néi luong tiéu thu ciing khong té,
nhung cAu khong bao gid ngd dén né lai ¢6 mit trong nha Hodc Canh Than.

“Tai sao?” Hodc Canh Than hién nhién hoi bat ngd, “Lé niao em khong thich xem lai tdc pham ctia ban
than?”

“Khéng! Puong nhién khéng!” Tham Tring vita xau hé vita bdi réi, qué that mubn xudt huyét; chinh cau
trén TV dang gon gang xat nho hanh gung, trén mat mang theo nu cusi nhe nhang, &nh mat én hoa, hoan
toan khéng hay biét tinh cdnh x4y ra truéc man hinh TV trong tuong lai khong xa.

Hoéc Canh Than bim remote, cho ditng chuwong trinh &m thuc lai. Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu cadm thay
4y ndy, “Xin 16i, t6i khong biét em khong muén xem. Téi tudng em giéong Canh Dung . . . 7

Tham Trimg ngd ngudi, biéu hién sy hoang mang trén mat.

“Canh Dung thuong lam viy, tu xem thanh pham cong viéc ciia em Ay, c6 lic thi cudi, Iic thi nghién ring
nghién 10i, bat ké thé nio, em Ay van thudng xuyén xem lai tdc pham ctia minh, téi con tudéng moi ngudi
trong gidi showbiz déu cé théi quen d6.” Hodc Canh Than tra 16i rat diém tinh.

“Khong.” Tham Trimg hoi khung lai, xong méi thing thing néi 16i that long, “T6i khong tu ky nhu vay.”
Hoéc Canh Than nghe vy lién cudi.

Tham Tritng cAm thay hoi mét tu nhién, nhung sau khi theo déi Hofc Canh Than lay dia DVD khién ngudi
khéc ding ngoi khong yén kia ra khoi dau dia, cudi cling cdu ciing thé phao, tang d4 nhu nghen nai ¢b ciing
dugce tha xudng.

“Chéng qua t6i cho rang ciing em xem lai chuong trinh nay rat thi vi” Hofic Canh Than vAn cudi.
“Xin anh tha t6i di” Tham Trimg xau hd dén hai tai dé bing, chan tay luéng cudng.

“Tai sao t6i phai tha cho em?” Hodc Canh Than cAm dia DVD trén tay, nhu dang suy tu, “Hém nay em va
Hoac Canh Dung cit dinh 14y nhau, chai ¢ ca budi chiéu, con thay 4o ngi clia toi . . . 7 ngit diéu ciia anh
binh binh, lai phang phat tiéc nudi, nhung dudng nhu con mang theo chii ¥ khong chic nao dé.

Tham Trimg khong con cach nao khic, budc long phai dimg diy, dit khoat ngin chin d6i moi cia dbi
phuong, nu hén mang theo ham ¥ lay long. May ma Hofc Canh Than kha huéng thu chiéu nay ciia cau,
qua vai gidy, ciing nhiét tinh dap tra, Tham Tritng thodng nhin qua khée mét thiy dia DVD trugt khoi tay
déi phuong roi xudng dat, trong 1ong thodng thd phao nhe nhém. Khong biét hon bao 1au, Hoic Canh Than
méi budng ciu ra, cudi néi: “Lan nao ciing ding chiéu nay, that khong mdi mé.”

MBbi lan gip chuyén gi khong thé néi, hoic khong muén néi, c6 ¥ dd chuyén huéng cau chuyén cau ludn luén
hon anh, doi di stic chii ¥ ctia d6i phuong mot cich vung ve, ciing khé trach Hoac Canh Than néi nhu vay.
Tham Tring ngucc lai khéng hé thiy xdu hé vé diéu nay, diém nhién néi: “Nhung anh lai khong ghét toi
lam thé.”

“Phai, em néi khong sai” Hoic Canh Than cudi, khom lung nhit DVD lén, di t6i trude ti tiép tuc suy tu,
déi mot dia khac bé vao dau dia, nhac dao 1an nay 1a mot giai diéu xa la, Tham Trimg sau mot hdi suy nghi
méi nhé ra, day 1a bo phim dién anh Hodc Canh Dung déng vai chinh ltic méi ra nghé, tAm trang binh én
lai, chuyén tdm nhin vao man anh.
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Trén man anh, dién vién mic déng phuc hoc sinh, séc mat t6i tdm, cAm di trong con mua do at, ding chd
trude cong trudng. Dong ngudi nhu nude chdy do vé phia cau, rdi lai tir tan ra nhu thiy triéu veé dém, cau
dgi that lau, cing khong dgi duge ngudi kia, mua cang lic cang 1én, cau tiic gidn ném cdy du, trén mat
mang gheo ngang buéng riéng biét ctia ngudi tudi tré, cat budce khong quay dau lai. Ping lic nay, mot cd
gido tré duyén dang ti trong xe nhin thay ciu bi 16 mua, ma xui quy khién thé nao lai bam coi, bdo ciu
hoc sinh xa la lén xe, lai xe dua cau ve.

Tinh yéu c6 tro, tinh yéu ngoai gia thi, cd gido tré phan van do du gifta ngudi chong chu toan nhung lanh
dam va cdu hoc sinh nhiét huyét, mai ngan ngit, trdi xui quy khién thé ndo vao ngay lic nay lai biét tin
mang thai, ¢c6 tham chi khong biét dé 1a con ai . . . . Moi tinh tiét rap khudn c6 thé du doan dudc trai
dai khip b6 phim, nhung vi két thic bat ngd, bo phim nay ré rang thé hién khéng dung tuc dén vay, cong
thém dién xuat khong hé non nét clia ciu gitp cau dat duge gidi thudng cho ngudsi méi nam do.

Vao ltc b phim két thic, Hoac Canh Than cudi binh luan: “Téi vAn cAm thdy em Ay rat xa la trén man
anh.”

“P6 1 vi cau Ay dién rat hay” Tham Trimg tra 16i theo géc do chuyén nghiép.

“Em cting mubn déng chinh?” Hodc Canh Than giéng nhu v6 ¥ nhin cau.

Tham Trung nhip tim roi 16p bop, voi vang néi: “Khong mudn. Dién xudt cla toi khong gioi, déng chinh
cting chi tré thanh thudéc déc phong vé thoi.”

“U” Hoéc Canh Than giéng nhu dang suy tu.

Tham Trimg khéng mudn tiép tuc dé tai nay, voi vang noéi vé biéu hién ciia Hofc Canh Dung trong phim,
Hodc Canh Than ling nghe ciu néi, nhung dudng nhu dang lac hon dau diy, Tham Trimg tu dung sinh ra
dy cAm khong lanh.

Tham Tring hoi do du mét lac, méi néi: “That ra t6i khong ¢é himg thi v6i dién xuat . . . . cdu nglng
lai, nhu ¢6 lay diing khi dé noi tiép: “Céc cong viéc khic ciing vdy, khong can phai phi siic thu xép cho t6i
dau, t6i rat biét on long tot clia anh, nhung that sy khéng can . . . 7

Hofc Canh Than im ling nhin cdu, khong biéu hién tiic gidn, chi sd dau cau, dudng nhu khd hoang mang,
“Da vay, em mudn g1?”

Tham Tring cudi khd trong long, bidu hién ra ngoai lai nhu khong c6 gi, cusi néi: “Céi gl cing dugce ca.
Poéng ho hiéu, hay xe thé thao, con cin ho nita, anh cho t6i cdi nao cting dugc, chuyén céng viéc xem nhu
cham dit tai day dugc khong, t6i that su khong cé khiéu dién xuat . . . 7 cdu ngidp nglng trong mot gidy,
sau d6 gan nhu xau hd @ 11 néi: “Dit anh c6 tim cho t6i dao dién gidi nhat, kich ban hap din nhét, ciing
khong bu dap dugce thiéu s6t trong dién xuét kém céi ctia t6i dau.”

Hoac Canh Than lic dau, dudng nhu khong hiéu dude suy nghi ctia cau, “T6i khong cam thay em thiéu sét.”
Tham Tring sitng so.

“Noi th?emg ra, ban than em qua that khong lam gi dé thé hién trong phim, vi em khong cé dam mé véi dién
xuat, nén t6i nay chi déng vai phu, chinh ciu ciing hiéu r6 diéu nay” Hodc Canh Than néi dén day, trén
guong mit von khéng cé bidu cadm béng thodng qua nét cudi dé danh: “Nhung chinh vi em khong dam mé,
nén du mic trang phuc tao hinh, doc 15i thoai ctia ngudi khac, ding dién xuat gugng gao c¢b bat chude cot
cdch nhan vat nén cd, thi em van chinh 13 em.”

Tham Trung khong ndéi mot 16i.

“Tuy kém, nhung c6 thé nhéan ra su cb géng clia em, nén tuy néi 1a khéng biét dién, nhung véi tay ngang
da da rdi” Hodc Canh Than néi nang nhe nhang nhu khong, “Chinh em khong phéat hién sao? Néu khéng
phai vi vy, em dua vao dau lin 1on trong nghé nay dén gid . . . . Trudc nay, em chi dang sam vai ban than
khi cb gang mo phong nhan vat trong kich ban ma thoi.”

Tham Trimg khong biét nén tra 15i thé nao, quyét dinh ling ling nhin dbi phuong.

Hoac Canh Than sd téc cau, “Doi v6i t6i ma néi, nhu viy rat ddng yéu.”

46



“T6i khong hiéu ¥ anh.” Tham Tring cudi khd.

“Canh Dung trén man anh khién to6i cAm thiy xa la, nhung em thi khong. D6i v6i ngudi hAm mo cidu ma néi,
di em xudt hién trong cdu chuyén thé nio, wu khuyét khéng quan trong, ké ci thit xau xa, em van 1 em,
em luon luén 1a em.” giong néi Hodc Canh Than rat 6n hoa, nhung lai bat ngd chuyén huéng cau chuyén,
“C6 diéu, trong méit toi, em khong phai khong cé khuyét diém . . . 7

Tham Trimg hoi cing thing, gan nhu 1ap ttc bat héi: “Khuyét diém gi?”

“Em luén khong cudi” trén mit Hodc Canh Than hién ra vé tiéc nudi, lai mang theo nghi ngd, “Trong
chuong trinh &m thic, em luén cudi rat thoai mai, & trude mat toi thi khong cudi”

Tham Tring hoi mat tu nhién, nhung van cb giai thich: “Khong phai vy dau . . . . That ra thoi gian
ching ta quen nhau khong dai, t6i con cé chit cing thang, dgi thém mét khodng thdi gian nita, doi dén lic
chiing ta than thudc hon, c6 thé sé cai thién duge it . . . . Khong phai do anh, 1a do téi . . .

“Sg ngudi 1a?” Hoac Canh Than van guong mit an 6n nhu trong tri nhé, cé vé da chdp nhén 16i giai thich
cia cu, thu thai cudi néi: “Da vdy, toi cling khéng mién cudng em. Chang qua t6i mudn cho em biét, toi
rat chd mong em giéng nhu trén chuong trinh, mac tap dé, dimg cudi trong nha bép nha t6i.”

“Mién ban dén chuong trinh kia.” Tham Tritng cdm thay rit ling ting, ding lic ay duge 6m vao long.

Vao liic nu hén ctia Hodc Canh Than cham 1én ¢6 cdu, dong thoi tay ciing ludn vao 4o somi, cach d6 khong
xa tiéng chuéng xa la vang lén, hai ngudi ding lai, &nh mit cting nhin vé phia dién thoai di déng ctia Hoéc
Céanh Than. Hofc Canh Than hén nhe lén moi Tham Trimg, thap giong néi: “La Canh Nghi . . . . dgi toi”

Tham Trimg xui lo trén s6 pha, toan than bing bing, mot bén xau hé lau di vét nude bot viong bén méi,
mot bén cb 1ay lai nhip thd.

Hoéc Canh Than bat dién thoai, ddng thoi kéo cau vao long, mang theo yéu chiéu vén téc bén tai cdu, nhung
dang vubt ve thi cung.

Tham Trimg ludi biéng nép vao long déi phuong, duong nhu Hodc Canh Than dang ban luén chuyén trong
dai v6i dau bén kia, nhung cau hoan toan khong nghe hiéu, khong cé ti hitng thi nao véi chiing, xem chitng
cudc dién thoai nay tam thoi khong thé gac sém dude, cau vo thitc dua tay voc nit 4o so mi ciia Hodc Canh
Than, ngoai trit viéc d6 ra ciing khong lam gi, nghe 15i dgi d6i phuong.

“Khéng. Anh khéng doéng ¥ . . . . hinh nhu Hodc Canh Than va Hoic Canh Nghi dang tranh chip, giong
tré nén nghiém ttc, “Em rd hon ai hét, anh sé& khong dong y.”

Tiép theo 1a mot khodng ling dai, Hofic Canh Nghi & dau bén kia hinh nhu dang thao thao bat tuyét, dai
khai 1a mubn thuyét phuc Hodc Canh Than, con Hodc Canh Than van giit im ling, dong tdc vubt ve nhe
nhang ban nay cling ding lai, biéu hién ludi biéng cling thoang cai tré nén nghiém khic, khong biét qua bao
lau, anh cudi cling ciing mé miéng, ngin gon ma kién quyét tra 16i: “Anh khong dong v’ ngay sau dé ngit
dién thoai, két thic cudc dam thoai nay.

“XA&y ra chuyén gi?” Tham Trimg khong gidu duge long hiéu ky, do héi, “Xay ra chuyén gi a.”

“Khoéng c6 gi” Hoac Canh Than t6 ra diém nhién buéng dién thoai xudng, lai hén cau diu dang nhu trude,
“Canh Nghi va tdi c6 cach nhin khic nhau vé mot s6 chuyén, nhung khoéng phai viéc to tat gi.”

“Hai ngusi cai nhau?” Tham Tritng ngs ngd hoi lai.

Hodc Canh Than hoi ngac nhién, “Khéng, khong phai cai nhau” anh dimg lai mot thodng, nét mit nhu
thuong 1& néi: “Tuy hién tai y kién bat dong, nhung cudi ciing em Ay ciing phai nghe t6i, dimg lo ling.”
Sau khtic nhac dao xen ngang, Hodc Canh Than tiép tuc diu dang hén Tham Trimg, gibng nhu ngusi vita
nghiém giong khit khe v6i anh em nha minh khong phai 13 anh. Pay 13 bé mit anh khéng thé hién trudc
mit cau sao? Tham Trimg nghi ngoi hoang mang, nhung chang miy chdc da bi 16i kéo vao nhitng nu hoén
chiém hitu ctia ngudi trén than, thét ra tiéng thd déc gan nhu nghén nghen.
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9. Chuong 9

Duéi yéu cau ciia Hodc Canh Than, Tham Trimg vé nha thu don hanh 1y don gian, tam thdi don dén Hodc
gia. Hai tuan sau, cidu phai quay vé vung nii tiép tuc qué trinh quay phim dé dang lac trude, dén lic dé
hai nguoi chua chic c6 thai gian danh cho nhau, nén yéu cau ctia Hodc Canh Than thuc té rat hop 1y, con
Tham Trimg duong nhién khéng ngai danh ra nhiéu thoi gian hon cho déi phuong.

Thai gian ban ngay, Hoic Canh Than di 1am, Tham Tring thi ghi hinh, tién thé quay quang cdo phat ngoén
cho sdn pham méi kia. Chuong Trudng Bich d6i véi ngudn gbc cong viéc méi nay chiang hay biét gi, nhung
vao ngdy qué trinh quay quang cdo két thic, ding lic Hoic Canh Than & gan diy, nén thuan tién dén dén
cau ve. Vao khoang khic Hoic Canh Than xuat hién & cita phong nghi, Tham Trimg chot da ngd guong
mat ngd ngang ctia Chuong Truong Bich va Tiéu Pong, cAm ling khong néi nén 1oi.

Chuong Trudng Bich va Tiéu DPdng di theo ciu tit khi méi ra mét, nhat 1 Chuong Truong Bich, ¢b iy 1a
ngudi dai dién xing ddng, luén c¢b ging tranh thi nhidu céng viéc cho Tham Trimg, dé gitip cdu ndi tiéng
hon, ¢6 lic tham chi cho rang quy tac khong lén giudng véi ngudi khic ctia Tham Trimg 13 tu cho thanh
cao, nhung chua ting ép uéng cau bao gid; nhung hién tai thiy Hoic Canh Than xuit hién trong phong
nghi cia Tham Trimg, Tham Tring khong di can ddm ngang dau dé x4c nhan, nhung cdu cé thé chin chin,
Chuong Trudng Bich nhat dinh cdm thay rat that vong vé cau.

Chuong Truong Bich kiém ché cAm xtic ban than lic niy, nhe giong néi véi cau, “Tham Trimg, chin gio
sang mai dén céng ty mot chuyén, chiing ta can néi chuyén.”

“Em biét rd1.” cach cau tra 16i thé hién ro su chot da.

Hoéc Canh Than van dting canh ciia, hoan toan khong tham gia vio cudc tro chuyén ctia ho, tham chi khéng
xen vao mot cau, sau khi 1én xe, hai ngudi cing ngdi hang ghé sau, néi cho tai biét dich dén rdi anh méi
nhu vo ¥ do héi: “To6i dén dén em, khién em gip phién phitc?”

N 2 N < X K ~ N ’ N . 7, A N « A ~ <X A
“Khong . . . ” Tham Trung lac dau, ngoai vé 0 rii con ¢d cd mu mit, “Sém mudn gi chi ay ciing biet thoi,
t6i von khoéng dinh giau chi ay.”

“Em rat s¢ c6 ta” trong giong néi ciia Hodc Canh Than khong phai ngd vic, ma 1a khing dinh.
“Khong phai sg, 1a . . . . kinh trong” Tham Tring cAm thiy kha phap phong lo au.

Chuong Truong Bich sé néi gi, cAu khéng tai ndo tudng tuong dude; c¢6 thé ¢b 4y sé bao cau phai cb géng
gift chat dai gia nay, nhd d6 kiém cang nhiéu cong viéc cang tot, gidng nhu nhitmg ngudi khéc, vao trude lic
méat di ngudn loi phai tim céch bon rat duge 1gi ich ti da, hay, cé kha ning co dy sé kich liét 1én 4n céu,
trach cau khong giit danh tiét cudi ddi, r6 rang kién tri ldu vy roi, cudi cling lai di 1én con dudng nay.

Tham Trimg duong nhién c¢é thé néi tat ci la vi cau thich Hoac Canh Than, ma day 1a phuong phap duy
nhat dé cau tiép can Hodc Canh Than, nhung ¢6 moét thuc té khong thé thay ddi 1a cAu da ban than, cho du
c6 6m bao nhiéu thién cdm va tinh yéu ddi v6i Hodc Canh Than, thi hinh thtc ban than cing khong thay
d6i, Hodc Canh Than dem lai cho cdu loi ich hitu hinh hosc v6 hinh, con cdu ding thé xic dé tra lai tat ci,
cho dul cu c6 tim thém duge hanh phic trong diy, nhung khong thé thay déi ban chat vén c6 clia né.

Trén xe c6 bat diéu hoa, r6 rang d6 &m kha dé chiu, nhung tu dung Tham Tring lai ra diy mod héi lanh,
gan nhu cadm thay btc boi.

“Tham Trimg . . . . Tham Trimg!” tiéng goi ciia Hofic CaAnh Than bdng vang 1én bén tai.
Tham Tritng hdi tinh, voi vang néi: “Xin 161, toi phan tdm . . . . Anh vita néi gi?”

< X 2 A ’ A N ’ PN 2 , £ . ’ ~ PN
Hoac Canh Than can than quan sit cdu, “Nhin em c6 vé khong 6n, ¢6 muon di bac si khéng?”

“Khong, khong can” cau voi vang t chéi, tim dai mét 1y do ldy 1& véi dbi phuong, “T6i chi thdy hoi mét
thoi”
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Hoéc Canh Than khong hiia theo 1y do cho ¢é clia ciu, chi dua tay qua, cam chit tay ciu, gibng nhu khéng
phét gidc d6 lanh bat thudng trén tay cdu, than nhién néi: “Néu em cam thiy bdi r6i, t6i c6 thé cho trg 1y
Giang dén néi chuyén riéng véi dai dién ctia em.”

Tham Tring c6 cam gidc that hoang dudng, song van dung thai dé khong ddm tin dé héi lai: “Anh mudn
a8 ho ban cai gi?”

“Tuong lai va cach gidi quyét két qua clia mdi quan hé nay, con ca dién bién clia qua trinh. Néu to6i da dua
ra 18i moi, duong nhién ciing phai ganh trach nhiém, néu nhu dai dién clia em lo lang mdi quan hé nay sé
lam anh hudng dén em, thi duong nhién c6 mot sb6 viéc phai thuong luong dang hoang trude da.” am diéu
Hodc Canh Than tram 6n, gidéng nhu chi dang ban vé mét giao dich chua ké khai ré gid, nét mit nghiém
can, nhung trong mat lai 1ap 16 su diu dang hiém théy, song song nam tay Tham Trimg dé tran an, hinh
nhu tam thai chua ¢6 y dinh bo.

Tham Trimg ngd ngudi, cti dau, ling ta ling ting néi: “T6i khéng cam thiy ban than bi thiét hai gi.”
“Chéc nguoi dai dién ciia em khong nghi viy” Hodc Canh Than bat cudi, “Dit em khong mudn t6i gitp d6
em trong coéng viéc, nhung dai dién ctia em chua chic da chiu. Du sao c¢d dy ludn rat sdt sang déi véi viec
em kiém thém dugc nhiéu hgp dong.”

Tham Tritng khong tu hoéi sao anh biét chuyén nay, chi ling di, 1t sau méi md miéng néi: “Cam on anh,
nhung khéng can lam phién trg 1y Giang, t6i tu néi véi chi Chuong 1a duge r6i” cdu mim méi, hoan toan
khong ¥ thitc ban than dang thé hién nét méit ra sao.

“Trong em ct nhu kiéu thdy chét khong son” Hofic Canh Than binh ludn mot cau.

Tham Tring 1ap titc nhut chi, “Béi vi chi Chuong rat dang sg!”

Sau day, ho bé qua dé tai nay, déi qua ndi vé bita t6i.

Téi nay Hoac Canh Dung ving nha, chi ¢é hai ngudi ho, trude gid tan tam Hodc Canh Than da dit sdn chd
6 mot nha hang nao dé, du dinh dung com bén ngoai.

. ... Qua that ctt nhu hen ho. Tham Trimg nghi tham trong bung, nhung khéng néi ra miéng. Hoac Canh
Than dudng hoang dit tay cdu xudng xe, lan dau tién tay trong tay véi mdt ngudi dan o6ng trudc mat cong
chiing, khién Tham Tring cAm thay ling ting, nhung Hodc Canh Than lai khong hé ¢6 ¥ tha tay ciu ra.
Tuy Tham Tritmg 14 ngudi clia cong ching, nhung Hodc Canh Than da dam lam vay, thi chic chin du ¢
bi paparazzi chup dugc ciing sé khong bi ddng bdo, nén Tham Tring ciing khong cam thay lo ling cho ldm,
ngugc lai d6i véi cau ap luc tit viee duge dat tay di con 16n hon.

“Sao vay.” Hoac Canh Than kéo tay ciu, hai ngudi dang di trong mot con hém t6i tam.

“Khéng c6 gi.” gi6 lanh 4p vao mat, Tham Trimg ding tay con ranh kéo kin khin quang c6, che hon nita
khuon mat, hoi guong gao néi: “Chi 1a thiy khong quen lam, lan dau tién trai qua chuyén kiéu nay.”

Ho#c Canh Than khong néi gi, chi nim tay cau chit hon, “Téi biét em khong cé kinh nghiém trén phuong
dién ndy . . . . Nhung, dén ci hen ho ciling chua ting?”

“Chua” Tham Tring tra 16i rat tu nhién, dén lic cAm thay duong nhu d6i phuong im ling mot céch la
thudng, cAu méi ngd ngo héi: “Cé phai rat la khong . . . 7

“Khong la.” Hofic Canh Than liéc nhin cdu, 4nh mét la ling, gibng nhu dang nhin giu tric sau song sit &
s¢ thd, “Nhung rat . . . . dic biét”

“Khéng phai t6i ¢6 ¥ dd dau.” tu dung Tham Tring cadm thiy xau hd, vi 4nh nhin ctia anh ma guong gao
giai thich: “Anh dimg hiéu lam, chi do t6i chua gip duge ngudi hop ¥, cong thém tinh chit cong viéc khong
gibng ngudi khac, nén méi . . .

“Nén méi dén tudi hai bay ma con 1a xt nam?” Hodc Canh Than cudi tiép 151, gan nhu 13 bén cot.

“Dit ¢6 biét anh ciing dimg néi ra chi!” Tham Tring thip giong néi, cé chit gi d6 nhu then qué héa gidn.
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“Pugc 1o, ditg néng gidn.” ngén tay ctia Hodc Canh Than khay nhe long ban tay ciia ciu, cudi ciing tha
l6ng, dung budc.

Tham Trimg con dinh tiép tuc tranh ludn, ctta nha hang da duge mé ra, phuc vu 1& phép dan ho di vao mot
chd sau trong nha hang, cdu chi danh phai ttc t6i ngdm miéng. Phuc vu ding lai tai mot vi tri trong géc,
mdi ho ngdi vao ghé. Tham Tring nhin cdnh dém ngoai clta s6, ghi nhan day 14 chd ngdi dep nhét trong
nha hang.

Hoéc Canh Than mé thuce don, néi véi cdu: “Mudn an gi thi goi”

“Tbi sao ciing duge, anh goi luén di, goi mén anh thich 1a duge roi”

Ho#c Canh Than rat kén dn, ct dit khodt giao quyén goi mén cho anh, dd &n clia cau ciing c6 thé chia cho
anh, mic cong anh an khong no. Tham Tring nghi tham trong dau. Khoang mudi phiit sau, cAu phét hién,
céu da danh gid thip Hodc Canh Than. Hoac Canh Than udng rudu trudc bita &n, nhin anh luén cé vé
khong hai long 18m, tuy d4n mén khai vi, nhung khéng hé déng vao salad va soup.

“T6i khong thich mau soup.” Hodc Canh Than liéc nhin soup bi d6 va salad trén ban, khé nhiin may, “Ching
hiéu ndi tai sao phai bd nhiéu ca chua va bip cai tim vao salad, phdi mau chdi nhau, vi cling rat quai.”
DPay 14 vi mubén muon mau sic ruc 18 kich thich vi gidc ctia ngudi binh thudng, nhung sich luge nay lai hoan
toan phan tic dung v6i Hoic Canh Than. Tham Trimg chiu thua cam nia lén gitip anh hra ca chua va bap
cai tim ra, c¢6 vy quy ngai kén An nay méi c6 thé ¢d dn miy miéng, bdng nghe cau binh luan ha khic cta
ai kia: “Nudc sbt man qud, toi thich vi nhe.”

“Chéng 1& chua timg c¢6 dau bép ndo tir trong phong bép xong ra cai tay déi véi anh sao? Vi du nhu chii
béi 16n tiéng hay tay dam chan d4 v6i anh?”

“Khéng c6. Tai sao lai héi vay?” Hodc Canh Than hoi hoang mang.

Tham Trimg tin chic chuyén nay sé xay ra vao mot ngay khong xa, trong dau 4m tham mudng tuong canh
tuong lac dé, cdm thay hoi titc cudi, voi vang nin cudi.

“Cuoi gi day?”

Nét mit Hodc Canh Than rat binh tinh, bat ngs dit ly rugu xubng, dua tay de 1én ban tay dang dit trén
ban ctia cdu. Ban tay anh rdt néng. Tham Tring hoi gidt minh, nhiét d6 ctia déi phuong phéng phat nhu
tit dau ngén tay truyeén dén, hét dong dién luu, Tham Trimg béng néi khéng thanh 161, gan nhu mat hon
nhin cham cham noi ngén tay hai ngudi dung cham.

Déi phuong dé lai tay cau, gibng nhu ngudi tho sin khéng can phi sitc van danh dudc toan thing trong
chuyén di sin, duong duong tu dac tém lay chién loi pham ctia minh, man mé méng tay roi men theo dau
ngén tay ciia cdu nhu mot cach xdc nhan xdc cdm, rd rang chi 13 dung cham don thuan, nhung béi vi nhip
diéu cham rai ma toat ra ham y ve van.

“Hofc . .. ”

A(Um?”

Tham Tritng dau hang chiu thua, “dimg lam vay. Téi . . . . Chiu khéng ndi”

Péi phuong khéng cé ¥ dinh tha cho cau, tram giong hoi: “Ghét?”

“Ping biét con ¢b hoi” Tham Trimg titc toi ludm hodc Canh Than. Sao lai ghét? Du cdu sé vi né ma cing
thang, sg sét 4nh mat ctia ngudi ngoai, tham chi vi vdy ma mit d6 tim dap tay chan luéng cudéng, nhung
bat ké thé nao ciing khong c6 kha ning 1a ghét.

Sau diy Hoic Canh Than mim cudi, diu dang nhu trong tri nhg, “Chi 14 tha vui nho nhé trong lic ding
bita, ditng tit chdi t6i” cdch néi nhé nhe xudng nude cia anh, nghe nhu dang thanh that xin x6; Tham
Trimg guong mat, khong con 16i nao dé néi. Cau duong nhién khong thé tit chdi anh, dii trén phuong dién

nao di nita, vé tinh vé Iy déu khong ditng vé phia cau.

Chuyén xay ra tiép theo, Tham Tring khong thé nhé néi.
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Péi phuong van khong tha tay cau ra, hodc gifta chimg da may lan tha tay, nhung ngay sau day lai v6 nhu
khoéng c6 gi dung chan dung cham cdu dudi gam ban, cé lic lai vuon tay vudt mit cau, ct nhu day 13 mot
tro choi. RO rang mdi mot anh mét ctia d6i phuong déu mang theo ham y den t6i khon xiét, mdi mot cit
chi déu nhu tréu gheo cau, rét cudéc Tham Trimg khong biét 14 Hodc Canh Than dén day dé dung bita, hay
chi diing nhitng mén ngon trén ban dé lam nén mén chinh.

Hodc Canh Than nhin d4nh mét cia ciu, dudng nhu dang quyét dinh sau bita t6i phai thuéng thic cau thé
nao, mang theo chiit ngdp ngiing, nhung song song chita dung hitng thi khoai trd khi dua ra quyét dinh cudi
cling tit vo s6 lua chon  phdi véi rugu nong cé thé khong té, nhung véi mén chinh khéng can gia vi t6 vé
van c6 thé khién anh cadm thiy théa man, anh sé khong ric thém tiéu hay mudi hay céc thit trg hitg khéc,
duong nhién ciing khong can phdi hgp thém mén &n hay dd ngot gi khdc Hofc Canh Than dai loai thién
vé huéng an soéng cau ludn.

Tham Tring tu dung thdy miéng lugi kho khéc, ¢6 cam gidc ban than trong mét déi phuong, nhu thé mén
ngon da ché bién dugec mot nita, con Hodc Canh Than thi da chuan bi sdn dao nia, nhin cham cham nhu hd
d6i, dang doi mén chinh dua 1én ban dé xoi.

Tt sau khi cdm nhan duge cich dbi phuong nhin cdu, Tham Trimg dan dan cdm thay khé long kiém ché vo
thitc hoi gap ngudi xudng, nita ngudi dudi ciia cidu da tinh diy, may ma hom nay mic kiéu quan kha rong
rai, bang khéng cau khang dinh ban than sé khong di ra khoi nha hang.

Vi cdu phan tAm va tho than, nén khi Hodc Canh Than quan tAm gim thiic &n dat cau, Tham Trimg cit thé
nhdm nhdp thic &n trong miéng ma ching cdm nhan duge mui vi, thAm chi khéng nhan ra diu bép ding
huong liéu gi, vao lic Hodc Canh Than dua tay quét di nude sét dinh bén khée miéng ciu, cdu vo thiic liém
ngén tay ciia déi phuong, déi khat dén tot dinh, da day von tréng rong tit ti bi thitc &n nhdi ddy, mot tha
duc vong khét lai 1an lita khéng dugc théa man.

Dgi dén lic bita &n két thic, hai ngudi tré lai xe, Hofc Canh Than cin din tai xé 1ai thing vé nha chinh
ho Hoéc, Tham Trimg vita dinh thita thé dua vao anh, lai chot nghe giong anh tram xudng néi: “Ngdi yén,
dirng nhic nhich.”

R6 rang 1a ngdi song song & ghé sau, khoang céch giita hai ngudi lai rong dén ndi c6 thé nhét thém mot
ngudi nita vao. Biéu hién ctia Hoac Canh Than hoan toan khéac xa véi lic & trong nha hang, chi c6 thé dimng
tir nghiém khéac lanh dam dé hinh dung, Tham Trimg khong hiéu ¥, khong khéi t6 ra bbi réi, nhung vao lic
cAu ngudc mét nhin vio mit Hodc Canh Than, cAu méi hay ban than cé thé nghi sai roi.

Khong phai Hodc Canh Than tit chdi cau; ma trai lai, anh cling nhu cdu dang néng long chd mong chuyén
sap xay dén, bang khong do6i con nguoi toi mau dy khong thé nao téa ra dnh sang néng béng, sét sing va
kiém nén dén thé.

Nhung déi phuong lai khing khing khong cho cAu dén gan . . . . Tham Tring suy nghi mot lic, nhanh
chéng théng subt, kiéu giit khodng cach nay, that chit ciing 13 mot thi doan dao dau, tha khong hiéu con
hon, cang hiéu r6 cAu cang cdm thdy phan khéi hon, néu nhu khong phai ngai c6 tai xé ngdi ding trude,
Tham Tring suyt nita khong dan dude cuén ngudi lai, bat ra tiéng thé dbc.

Tit géc nhin nghiéng guong mit Hoic Canh Than rat lanh dam ct nhu anh ching c6 himg thi gi v6i cau,
hoan toan v6 dong vo trung, nhung sy kiém nén ciing sitc néng trong dnh mat anh khong phéai 1a gia, anh
qua that rdt mudn cdu. Chi méi diéu nay ciing di khién Tham Trimg cdm thiy ¥ loan tinh mé, tha rang
ngudi tai xé hét 1ong vi cong viéc dang ngdi dang trude kia khong ton tai, vAy thi cu c6 thé hoan toan
khong kiéng dé hoan canh, nhao thing qua hén Hofic Canh Than.

Nhung, 16 trinh vé nha con dai dang ding hon trong tudng tudng ciia cau, dgi dén lic xe dimg lai, Tham
Trimg cadm gidc nhu da qua mot thé ky, ma trong mot thé ky nay, duc hoéa clia cdu chua tit lui mot gidy
phtit ndo, trai lai van chay hitng huc nhu trude, déng thai thiéu sach 1y tri con sét lai ctia cau.

“Xubng xe.” Hoac Canh Than md miéng ra lénh.

Tham Trimg nudt nuée bot, dit dang di vi nguyén do té nhi ma khong duge tu nhién, cau van khoéng hé din
do cap béch theo sat nhip chan én dinh ctia Hoac Canh Than.
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Hai ngudi mot trude mot sau di vao nha, trong lic gip gép tham chi khong them bat dén, ding ngay huyen
quan hon nhau say dam.

Hoéc Canh Than con sét lai chit 1y tri, qua loa két thiic nu hén nong nhiét, ban tay néng nhu lita kiém git
6 tay cau, thap giong néi: “Khéng thé & day, lai day.”

Tham Tritng da méit kha ning suy nghi tit 1au, chi biét mi quang nghe theo; Hoic Canh Than néi sao, cAu
lam vay, khong danh mot gidy dé suy nghi.

Hai ngudi voi va lén 1au, di t6i trong phong Hodc Canh Than, khong bat den, chi dua vao chit 4nh sang
le 16i ctia dén dudng ngoai ctta s6, Tham Trimg bi ép & trén tudng hén méi, khong biét qua bao lau, Hodc
Céanh Than tha cau ra, mot tay kéo tay cau xubng dudi, dit ngay diing quan. Tham Tritng nudt nude bot,
hiém khi nhay cdm doc hiéu ém chi ciia déi phuong, mot ban ding ngén tay vung vé kéo quan 16t anh ra,
mot bé gap gbi quy xudng.

Tinh khi ctia d6i phuong da néng cting san san, trong béng t6i chi c6 thé thiy duong nét dai khai, Tham
Trimg miéng kho ludi khbc, tham do liém dau mit, sau dé thit dung dau ludi co xat. CAu von thich dan
ong, chuyén kiéu nay khong khién cdu cdm thiy ghét, huéng hd mui huong trén ngudi Hodc Canh Than
khé trong tréo, tham chi con lodng thodng hoi thé khoan khoai dé& chiu sau khi t&m rtta, Tham Tring doin
chitmg anh c6 tinh ua sach sé, c6 kha ning anh da tadm trudc khi dén gdp céu, hién nhién da tinh trude
chuyén xay ra sau bita an.

Khéng biét c6 sao, phan doan nay khién Tham Tring cdm thiy phin khéi khac thuong, tuy rang khong
thuan thuc, ky xdo ciing kha tric tric, nhung van c¢b hét stic dung tay va miéng lay long déi phuong, lic
khong can than ngdm qué sdu du cé chit cdm gidc budn noén, nhung van nhin dude, Hodc Canh Than lai
ding lac bat ra tiéng thd doc, khién cAu cang thay gay go hon.

Tinh khi cuong ciing bi cau liém dén uéc dam, dudi tinh hubng tam nhin bi han ché, chi c6 thé nhin thiy né
16 md phan chiéu 4nh nudc; Théim Trung nhé dén nhfrng tri thitc cau biét dlIOC qué khtt, ¢b gdng nudt tinh
khi cua Hoéc Canh Than xudng yet hau, tay ctia Hoic Canh Than lap titc ndm ldy téc cau, khong biét 1a
do muén cau nudt sau hon hay mudn ngin cdu tiép tuc, ngén tay vo thitc trugt sau dau cau, Tham Tring
cadm gidc ban than bdi vi nhitng cai dung cham nhe nhang nay ma lap titc phan tmg, trong long thiy khan
cap, lai loang thodng xau ho.

“Tham Trimg . . . ” Giong néi ctia Hoic Canh Than khan khan.

Tham Trimg khong tra 16i déi phuong, chi c6 gdng nubt xudng, dé vat ciing kia dudc bao boc chit ché, tiép
theo can than dung khoang miét co x4t, Hodc Canh Than rén lén, khéng con stic kéo cau ra, Tham Trimg
van cb chap khong nha ra, mot lic lau sau day, trong miéng tran ngap chat 16ng néng héi, ciu thoing giat
minh, nhung vin ngdm liy phan dinh dang rung dong, ding dau lusi kich thich chd nao diy, ngén tay Hodc
Céanh Than 14p titc bau chiit téc cau, cidu cam thay da dau té ran, tinh khi trong miéng thi phan khich tran
ra nhiéu chat 1éng hon.

. Héa ra 1a mui nay. Trong lic nubt thtt kia xuéng, Tham Trimg chodng vang ngam nghi, hoi thé cé
chut kho khan.
“Em nubt?” Chi lit sau, Hodc Canh Than diing chit giong nhu lic thuong hoi.
Tham Trimg lau di nuée bot dinh bén khée moi, ciii dau, hoi ban khoin git dau.
Hoéc Canh Than im ling hoi lau, ngay vao lic Tham Tring bat dau cAm thiy xdu hé, ddng thai bit dau tu
héi ban than lam sai chd nao, déi phuong vuon tay kéo cdu day, Tham Trimg thuin theo dting thang ngusi
lén, vita dinh md& miéng néi chuyén, da bi Hoac Canh Than an xubng, nga ra chiéc giudng mém mai.
Trong béng t6i, &nh m&t Hodc Canh Than séng quéc khién ngusi khéc khéng thé ngé 16, tua nhw da tha
an nap trong rig ram vé dém, dudng nhin thang thang than nhién dén gan nhu tran trui Ay khién Tham
Tring run nhu cay sdy. Hodc Canh Than thang ngudi diy, khéa ngdi trén ngudi cau, thio ca vat, dong thoi
van gitt mat nhin cham chim Tham Trimg. Déng tac ciia anh tit tén, nét mat nghiém tic, nhung 4nh mat
ctia anh lai néng dén ndi khién long ngudi thap thém bat an.

“Ho&c . . . . Canh Than . . . ” Tham Trimg hoi ngdp ngimg md miéng.
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“U?” dbi phuong nhe giong tra 15i.

Cho di1 timg nay sinh ¥ dinh cau xin ddi phuong nuong tinh, nhung vao gid phiit nay, Tham Tring khong
néi duge mot 16i. Tinh khi ctia ciu da cuong dén dau tir 1au, 4anh mit quen v6i béng dém, c6 thé nhin thay
16 rang Hodc Canh Than dang thong dong céi quan 4o, nét mat chuyén tam nghiém tic, quan 16t cdi ra, bo
vi khéng cdm thay then vita duge chdm séc ti mi 16 ra ngoai, trén tinh khi tham chi con sét lai mot it chét
16ng tréng duc chua duge liém sach.

Tham Tritng chi nhin thodng qua, da cAm thay toan than néng bimg lén.

”

“T6i. ... cau miéng ludi kho khéc, gan nhut yéu 6t néi: “Ngay mai con phai dén cong ty . . . .

“Pimg lo.” Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu nhin thiu lo ling tiém an trong ciu, nhu khong c¢é viée gi néi 1oi
cam doan: “T6i sé tiét ché.”

10. Chuong 10

Ho#c Canh Than cdi xong quan 4o, thi quay qua cdi quan 4o ctia Tham Trimg.

Tham Trimg thuin theo dong tac ctia ddi phuong, mai t6i lic mot tiéng “tach” nho nhé vang 1én, trude mat
sang ngdi, ciu mdi thodng ngo ngudi. Hodc Canh Than mdé dén ngt dau giudng, 4nh dén md, roi sing than
thé ca hai. Tham Trimg dé ¥y thiy nét mit gan nhu chuyén tAm nghiém tic ciia Hodc Canh Than, v6 thitc
nu6t khan.

“Tham Trimg.” Hoic Canh Than bdng lén tiéng, giong néi khan khan.

Tham Trimg khong hiéu tai sao, nhung van nhin lai, dong thdi ndm tay Hodc Canh Than. Hoic Canh Than
trd tay gitt ¢o tay cau, kéo lén trén, Tham Trimg trude gid luén cham chap vé phuong dién nay, doi dén lic
céu phat hién déi phuong rét cuéc dang lam gi, thi tay cadu da bi ca vat cdt lai.

Cau tran tr6i nhin anh, “Anh . . . . Anh lam gi viy?”

“T6i cot khong chit 1dm, sé khong 1am em bi thuong” Hodc Canh Than tra 15i rat than nhién, cti mit nhin
vé phia ciu, “C6 van deé gi a?”

R6t cudc anh mubn lam gi? Tham Trimg cAm thay da dau té ran, trén co ban khong cich nao du doin
budc ké tiép ctia ddi phuong, co thé vo thitc trd nén cing cimg, trong khi ntta ngudi dusi van hién ngang
ngang dau, tham chi con dung ngay dui Hoic Canh Than. C6 vé nhu Hodc Canh Than ciing nhan ra diéu
nay, ngén tay cadch mot 16p vai luon 10 ngay nita ngudi dudi cia cau, bay ra vé mat can than nhu khi xem
xét ho so quan trong, tram giong néi: “Hinh nhu cdu dang rat hung phan.”

Tham Trimg khéng cich nao bién minh, xadu hé dén ndi khéng dam ngéc dau day, chi cé thé ngai nging né
mat.

Hai tay bi tréi trén dau, lai bi ngudi dan éng nay ap ché, cdu cé cam tudng ban than giéng nhu nd 1é dang
doi chti nhan nghiém phat, sy lién tudng quai dan nay khién nita ngudi dudi ctia cdu cang “hung phan” hon,
gan nhu khong thé kiém soat. Hoic Canh Than cii dau, mang theo giong diéu choc gheo, ghé sit tai cau
nhé giong thi tham: “Téi nén doan ra sém hon, em thich kiéu nay.”

“Khong, khong phai dau . . . . Tham Trimg phan bac mét cdch 16n xon, guong mat da ting do tir lau lai
khién cho tat ci céc 15i bién ho clia cdu tré nén vo nghia, chi mang dén hiéu qua gidu dau hé dudi.

“Vay sao em khong ving vay?” Hodc Canh Than van cudi.

Tham Tring sting sot, gan nhu mudn dén thé. Tl dau t6i cudi, cAu chua ting nghi t6i viéc phai ving vay,
nguyén nhan an bén trong co ban khong hé lién quan dén giao dich gitta ho. Hodc Canh Than nam trén
ngudi cau, chang may chéc lai tiép tuc nu hén clia anh, ddm réng va ludi déu bi anh ti mi liém sach, moi
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ludi quan quit, Tham Trimg gan nhu khong do du vitt vu tu van ban than ra sau dau, ddng thoi quing sach
déng suy nghi 16n x6n nhidu nhuong xudng giudng.

Hai ngudi trén giuong déu 16a thé, tai thoi diém thé niy, ngoai trit ban than hai ngudi ho, cd ban khéng can
thém thi gi ca.
Hoéc Canh Than mot bén hon méi cAdu, médt bén ndi vao tai cAu: “Em rat mudn?”

Hai bén déu 16a thé, tinh hudéng gi x4y ra nhin vao la thiy ngay, Tham Trig bi tréi hai tay, khong cach
nao che chin, bén tai bi hoi thd 4m néng ciia anh lam ngitta ngay, cau khong kém duge thap giong thé dbc,
cadm thay dau 6c bay bong, tay dbi phuong con dang du di trén ngusi cau, cAu quyét tAm nhim tit hai mat,
dau hang néi: “T6i rat muén . . . . anh nhanh lén . . . 7

Vi cAu néi ndy clia cidu, ngudi bén trén thoang ding lai trong chdc 14t, theo sau day 1a nhitng nu hén tram
ling 1én khip co thé cau, dong tic vudt ve nita ngudi dudi ctia cdu cé phan thé 16, Tham Tring ngay tiic
khic that thanh la 1én, hai chan bi vin bung, vb6 vé khu vuc vita man cam via kin ddo, béi vi khat khao
qué d6, cau tham chi khong cam 1ong ndi dung co thé chinh cdu dung cham déi phuong.

Git phit nay, dong tac ctia Hoic Canh Than hoan toankhéng nhe nhang giéng nhu nhimg lan trude, ngén
tay mang theo it gel, chi boi tron qua loa, rdi tién thang vao co thé cu, khong chi khong nhe nhang, tham
chi con c¢é vé kha gip gap, Tham Trimg nhin dau, trong khoanh khic bi tién vao, tiéng nitc nd bi dé nén
vut thodt khoi moéi cdu, khong chi vi dau dén, nhiéu hon hét 1 vi cudi cuing duc vong ciing duge théa man.

”

“Cham, cham mdt chiit . . . 7 ciu bi bat ngd chua kip chuan bi, chi ¢é thé nhé giong cau xin anh.

Nét mit Hodc Canh Than lic nay c6 thé ding tit nghiém trang dé hinh dung, cit di ¥ cudi trude diy, thing
thing tit chdi cau, “Khong.”

Tham Trung con chua kip hiéu ra tit nay dai biéu cho diéu gi, da ganh chiu mét tran xAm luge nhu mua rén
gi6 giat. Hodc Canh Than giéng nhu lay lai toan bo su diu dang anh danh cho cau trude day, du biét ro sé
khién cAu dau dén, nhung anh van tiép tuc lip di lap lai hanh déng xam nhép, chi tam dimg lai trong mot
thodng dé cAu lam quen, tiép sau lai bt dau qué trinh tin céng khong né tinh.

Nho sut gitip d6 ciia gel boi tron, cong thém co thé da dan quen véi hanh vi nay, dau dén nhanh chéng tré vé
mitc d6 cé thé chiu duge, tinh khi ciia Hodc Canh Than dang ma sit trong co thé ciu, mang dén khodi cam
ky diéu kh6 thé tuéng, Tham Trimg cb hét stic nubt xudng 4m thanh ctia ban than, nhung thinh thodng
van sé bat ra tiéng rén.

Dudng nhu Hodc Canh Than rat thich nghe giong ctia cdu, thiy cau cb ging kiém ché, lién tdn tAm ma sét
noi dic biét nhay cAm trén co thé cau, ngén tay giy dau mit man cdm, tham chi ngdm dau nhii clia cau
vita liém vita cin, cAm xtic dau dén nhe nhang nay khién Tham Tring thdy hung phan hon, dinh tinh khi
tran ra it dich, Hoic Canh Than lai tha tay ngay khoanh khic nay, tap trung ding tinh khi xAm chiém co
thé cau.

Cau nudt xudng tiéng rén ri da vot dén yét hau, giong néi ham ho: “Pimg! Dgichat . . .. A ... 7

Du Tham Tring ¢6 md miéng cau xin, nhung Hofic Canh Than van hoan toan khong c¢é ¥ dinh tha cho cau,
khong chi phét 16 khan cau ciia ciu, tién vao hét 1an nay dén 1an khéc, 1an sau sdu hon lan truée, khong hé
diu dang khéng ché do manh yéu, Tham Tring toan than run lén, khé thé kidm ché cau xin vo s lan, d6i
phuong lai chua titng mot 1an nuong tay.

Hai chan cdu da biin riin tit hoi lau, gio chi c6 thé gic 1én cdnh tay d6i phuong, noi bi déi phuong diing
manh tién vao da danh mat ¥ chi bai xich, ngoan ngoan tiép nhan cu vit xAm lan. Nita ngudi dudi ciia cau
da cuong dén dinh diém, Hodc Canh Than bat thinh linh dam sdu may cai, Tham Trimg cudi ciing chiu hét
ndi, cdm gidc co thé nhu hoan toan mét khéng ché, hai tay lai bi tréi, cau tham chi khong kip ngin can ban
than minh, da thét ra mot tiéng nic nghen ngio, gan nhu mét kiém soat bén ra dich thé.

Chi mét phit sau diy, trén bung luwu lai ddu tich trang duc, Tham Trimg hé to miéng thé déc, cam gidc
ban than dang thiéu dudng khi tram trong, dau éc xdy xam, trén mit dé ting néng sbt, ci ngudi nhé nhai
md hoi, du am vui suéng dong lai trén toan than, khién cdu vita ué odi vira thoa man.
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Cubi cliing Hofc Canh Than ngimg lai hoat déng, diu dang lau di md hoéi hoa vio nuéc mit trén mit cau,
khe khé thi tham: “Xin 16i, hau t6i thém lat nita, s& nhanh chéng xong thoi . . . . néi xong, tinh khi cuong
ciing & trong cd thé ciu ma sat nhe nhe, tiép sau diy bat dau dua day, ho hap ctia Tham Tring nhu ngiing
lai, dii toan than bun rin, nhung cAu van nhu cAm nhan duge khoai cam khong thé khang cu, ciu ngd ngac
gat dau, roi bi déi phuong 6m lén, khéa ngdi trén ngudi anh.

“Pgi da . . . . cau dinh than lai, trong hodng loan mang theo ban khoan néi, “Téi khong biét . . .

Ca vat trén tay nhanh chéng dude thdo ra, Hodc Canh Than nam trén giudng, kiéu nhu ngusi via cong
thanh doat dit trén ngudi Tham Tritng khong phai 14 anh, tham chi khéng may may xdu hd néi: “T6i vita
roi da théa man cho cdu, gi t6i phién cdu théa man cho téi, khong can né tinh.”

Ngébn tit 16 liéu trong cdu néi ciia Hoic Canh Than bién thanh giot nuéc tran ly. Tham Tring khong con
lua chon nao khéac, chéng tay 1én bung déi phuong, cb ging thit iy long Hodc Canh Than.

Cau tit trude dén nay von ngde, thit miy lan ciing khong nidm bit dude phuong phap, cudi ciing chi danh
dé Hodc Canh Than chi dao tat cd. Qua dém nay, Tham Trimg phat hién, Hoic Canh Than khong phai
ngudi dan ong diu dang nhu trong tudng tugng cia cdu, duong nhién cting khong phai ngudi gitt 16i nhu cdu
du doén, nhung dgi dén lic cdu phat hién ra, thuc té da quad mudn mang.

D6 lita dao!
Anh co ban khéng nghi t6i viéc tiét ché ban than!

Sau khi xong xudi Tham Trimg fu xiu nim trén givong, khéc khong ra nuée mit. Tuy rang khong cam thy
héi han véi tat ca moi viée da xay ra, nhung lai khong thé tha thit ban than dé dang tin tuéng ddi phuong,
tir dau chi cudi luén ludén ngoan ngoan phdi hop chua ting nghi t6i viec phai phan khang. Hofic Canh Than
chi 1am mot 1an, qua thét 13 cé kiém ché, nhung thoi gian kéo dai ctia mét 1an nay thi lai khién ngudi khac
khé long tudng tugng, sau khi moi viéc két thic, Tham Trimg co ho khong nhéic ndi tay.

Trong tinh trang mét méi ra roi ndy, cdu ching méy chbc da thiép di.

Sang ngay hom sau tinh d4y, phan eo van x6t lai con cdm thiy méi IlhlI' nita, nhung thiy da tré gio, Tham
Trung voi va di t&m, stta sang ngoai hinh ban than, cdu cam thiy chi can nghi t6i viéc ngdi xudng ciing da
khé chiu rdi. Hofc Canh Than da ra ngoai trude khi cau déy, ltc gan di c¢6 nhét vat gi d6 vao tay Tham
Trimg con dang ngéi ngi, hon 1én mit cdu rdi méi di, Tham Tring tinh ddy méi phéat hién, d6 13 mot cai
chia khoa.

Ho#c Canh Than qué that ghi nhé nhitng 16i cdu néi lic trude, nhanh nhiu ting dd nhu vay. Tham Tring
c6 phan bui ngli, nhung khéng vi thé ma xau hd, dit sao da trai qua tinh huéng tuong tu mét 1lan, hién thoi
cau da cé thé tu thuyét phuc ban than khéng nén suy nghi nhiéu. Di t6i ga ra, cau thiy mot chiée xe xa la,
gid phit nay ngudc lai thdy hoi bat ngd.

Pai da s6 phai nam déu thich xe thé thao, Tham Trimng ciing khong ngoai 1&, nhung ciu that su khong biét,
Hodc Canh Than da chon chiéc xe nay thé nao, bat ké 13 kiéu dang hay mau sac déu kha hgp ¥ cau. Tu
hanh vi ctia anh ¢6 thé thiy, anh hién nhién khéng phai kiéu ngusi chi tay ndm ngén mua dai mot mén qua,
nén Tham Trimg méi thay hiéu ky, rdt cude d6i phuong bang céch nao biét duge sé thich ciia cau.

C6 diéu, hién gio khong phai lic thich hop dé suy xét van dé nay. Nghi t6i chuyén néu con khong di cau sé
bi tré, Tham Trimg mau chéng leo 1én xe, khéi dong xe xudt phat.

Sau khi dén cong ty, Chuong Trudng Bich da ngdi dgi sin. Sic mit ctia c6 khéng hé than thién, Tham
Trudng thay kha hoi hop, sau khi vao phong lam viéc clia ¢ thi thudn tién déng cita lai, ¢6 gang giit binh
tinh néi: “Chao budi sang, chi Chuong.”

“Chao.” Chuong Trudng Bich dam mac chao lai, “Ngdi di.”

Tham Trimg nom ndp lo s¢ ngdi xudng, cdm gidc thip thom bat an dang xadm chiém co thé cau.

Chuong Trudng Bich nhin cdu, cudi ciing néi: “Néi di, chuyén Hodc tién sinh 1 sao? Tai sao anh ta lai xuat
hién & phong nghi cia ciu.”
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Tham Tring khong dam gidu giém, ké tat tan tat moi viéc x4y ra trong khoang thdi gian qua, khong dam
lugt b6t bat cit dicu gi. Lic trude & trong quan bar hén Hodc Canh Than, giy ra scandal, dudng nhu
Chuong Truong Bich khong dé & trong long, nhung nay thiy Hoic Canh Than xuit hién bén canh Tham
Trimg, c6 khong thé tiép tuc bang quan dimg nhin chuyén xay ra gitta Hodc Canh Than va Tham Tring.
Doi Tham Trimg néi hét, sic mit Chuong Truong Bich da lanh xudng thiy r6, 4nh mét séc bén choc thing
khién ngudi khéc dtng ngdi khong yén.

“Cau quén néi mot chuyén.” Chuong Truong Bich lanh nhat néi, trong giong ndéi tan mat sy tic gian, “Cau
thich anh ta, ding khéng?”

Tham Trimg cimg ngudi, nhin d6i phuong, cudi cling ngadm thita nhan cdi thip dau.

“Cau c6 biét ban than dang lam gi khéng? Cau dang dua véi lita day!” Chuong Trudng Bich cat cao giong,
16n tiéng trach ctt: “Néu chi 1a giao dich don thuan thi théi di, ai séng trong gidi nay ma khong vdy, khong
thiéu mot ngudi nhu cAu. Nhung cau lai thich anh ta . . . . Cau biét anh ta da cé hon the, sau ndy sé két
hon, tai sao con dong y? Da lin 1on trong gidi nay bao lau rdi, sao cdu con hd d6 thé hal”

Tham Trimg im ling khong dap.

“Truéc nay cau khong mudn gidng nhut moi ngusi, khéng chiu lén giudng véi ngudi ta, khong mudn bi khinh
thuong, t6i khong bt budce cau, dau sao cau ciing ¢ chi huéng ciia ciu, cé suy nghi clia cdu, nhung ciu
xem gid cAu dang lam gi d6 ha? Cau co ban khong chai noi tro choi nay dau!” Chuong Trudng Bich bay ra
biéu hién danh chiu, ding 4nh méit that vong dé trach ci tra hinh.

Tham Tritng do du trong chéc 1at, cudi ciing mé miéng néi: “Chi Chuong, em biét em dang lam gi.”
Chuong Truong Bich titc gian tring cau.

“Em biét chi mubn néi gi. Néu em da ddng y . . . . thi khong can ngusi khac phai ton trong minh.” Tham
Trimg cudi khé, “Du sao sau nay anh dy phai két hon, hién tai anh iy c6 htng thi, day 14 co hdi duy nhét
clia em, em mudn & gan anh 4y, duong nhién chi c¢6 thé thoa hiép. Trong mét anh iy, cé thé em chi 1a mot
ngudi c6 thé ban ding thé xac, nhung khéng quan trong, danh gid nay hoan toan khong sai  Khong phai
chuyén gi ciing c6 thé nhan danh tinh yéu, dé sau nay tré nén quang minh chinh dai theo 1& thuong Em
hiéu diéu dé ma.”

“Cau . .. ” Chuong Trudng Bich bay ra vé mit nghiém khéc, tréong qua nhu 6m day mot bung tiic gidn va
o4n trach mudn trat ra, nhung t6i cudi cling, bao nhiéu ngdn tir déu héa thanh nét mit uit gisdn ciing dnh
mét bat dic di. Hai bén quen biét nhiéu nim, c¢6 duong nhién hiéu cdu, dbi v6i hanh dong, viéc lam cia
cau khong phai hoan toan khong thau hiéu, vy nén cang tiic gidn hon, ciing dong thdi vi cdu ma cam thay
cay dang.

Im lang mét lac 1au, cudi ciing Chuong Truong Bich 1én tiéng héi: “Cau cé nghi t6i sau nay phai thé nao
khong?”

“Khong nghi” Tham Trimg binh tinh tra 15i. “Dgi dén ltic anh Ay chan, thi két thiic, chi thé ma thoi. Em
sé khong hy vong vién véng Duong nhién em ciing ching ¢ tu cdch dé hy vong” cu néi dén day, lay ra
chia khoa xe, quo qua qug lai truéc mat Chuong Truong Bich, trén mat bay ra mot nu cuoi, “Chi xem, hién
gid em nhan may thi nay rat tu nhién . . . . P4y chi 13 mot cude giao dich, anh dy khéng ng em.”

Chuong Trudng Bich nhin chdm chim chia khéa xe, khong né mit qua quyét néi: “Cau ding 13 ngu qud.”
“Em ciing thdy thé.” Tham Tring cudi.

Sau déy, bau khong khi trong phong lam viéc chuyén bién theo xu huéng hoa binh hon, guong mit Chuong
Truong Bich ciing khong lanh ling nhu lac b&t dau, trai lai tré vé ddng vé ngoai manh trong yéu, ngd viuc
néi: “Pai dién phét ngdén quang cdo lan trudc 1a nhd anh ta 4? Pung 13 hao phéng, chiu chi, quang cdo dé
ctia cau dem vé cho cong ty khong it tién.”

“Em chinh 1a mudn néi vé chuyén nay” Tham Tring suy nghi trong gidy lat, sau khi chAm chuéc chon tit
cho thich hop, thi ¢b 14y hét can ddm dé mé 16i: “Tuy Hoéc tién sinh dong v dau tu, ciing san 1ong sip xép
thém céng viéc cho em, cé diéu em da tit chbi”
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Chuong Truong Bich dau tién 1a ngac nhién, sau day thi gidn tim mat, “Cau néi gi? Du sao cling da ban
than, tai sao con tit chdi anh ta diu diat! Rét cudc cau dang nghi cdi quéi gi thé!”

Tham Trimg tha chdm cau néi, ¢b ging 6n dinh dbi phuong, “Khéng phai vy, chi hiéu 1am rdi, chi Chuong.
Hop dong gitta em va cong ty chi con mot nim, trong tuong lai em khong cé du dinh ky tiép, co ban khong
can thiét nhan thém nhiéu cong viéc  Chi hiéu hon ai hét, em khong phai ngudi c¢6 khiéu dién xuat, khoang
cach dén tudi gia xubng sic khong con xa, tuong lai khong c6 kha ning tiép tuc lin 16n trong giéi nay.”

Chuong Trudng Bich than ngudi, cudi ciing dep di guong mét titc gidn, thay vao dé gian nan néi: “Céu dua
ra quyét dinh nay vao lic nao?”

“ba lau r01 Em vén khong thich hgp v6i nghé nay, hai nam qua glup em chting thuc diéu d6 hon . . . . Chi
khong can lo cho em, em ciing dau phai hai ban tay tring” Tham Trimg tra 15i rdt nhe nhang, tham chi
con cudi, “Em biét lam vy 13 phu 1ong chi, dit sao chi Chuong da theo em nhiéu nim, ching qua em . . .

“Pimg néi nita.” Chuong Trudng Bich ngit 15i cdu, thé dai néi. “Tiy cAu thoi. Ching qua dii 13 nam cudi
cung, ciu clng phéi lam viéc cho dang hoang7 b6t gy thém chuyén cho t6i, chuyén véi Hodc tién sinh ciing
” ¢b ngung lal trong mot gidy, roi tlep tuc. “Du thé nao di ching nita, ciing dimg dé bi chup hinh,

»

khong phai cAu muén boé nghé sao, dimg dé sau nay thém vat va . . . .

“Bm biét.” Tham Tritg cti dau, kiém lai con cay xé chgt dén tit vien mét, giong khan khan: “Cam on chi
thong cam cho em, chi Chuong.”

“Tém lai, thoi gian con lai khéng dai, tu ciu gidi quyét cho tét.” Chuong Trudng Bich khong dude tu nhién
cting giong néi, guong mit von nghiém khac ciing tré nén mém méng hon.

Két thic cude tro chuyén v6i Chuong Truong Bich, Tham Trimg tham thd phao nhe nhom.

Hop dong v6i cong ty quan 1y con mot nim, cau vén khong dinh néi ra chuyen nady sém nhu vay, c6 diéu da
16 néi roi, ciing ching sao. Qua that cdu da tinh todn chuyén nay lau roi, chi 1a dén gid méi ha quyét tAm.
Cau lén xe, nhat thdi cAm thay tiu nghiu.

Ngdi trén xe ban than, khéng biét qua bao lau, t6i khi cam thiy bung d6i meo, Tham Trimg méi 1ai xe
vé Hoéc trach. Hoac Canh Than khong cé nha, Hodc Canh Dung ciing khong, trong cidn nha réng 16n chi
c6 mdi minh cAu, Tham Tring &n xong phan com trua do dau bép chuan bi, thi dén phong séch ctia Hodc
Cénh Than tim dai mot dia phim dién anh nao dé dé xem, c6 1& 1a do ngt khéng dii gidc, cau xem dudc
mot nita thi lan dung ra ngu.

Lic tinh day, sic troi bén ngoai da toi.
Cau cam thay gidc ngl trua hom nay kha dai, chgt nhan ra trén ngudi dang didp moét tAm chin, méi hay 1a

Hodc Canh Than da vé. Cau ding day tat dau dia, ra khoi phong sach, vita ngap vita 1é bude xudng dudi
lau, ngay sau dé nghe thay tiéng néi chuyén tit phong khéch truyéen dén.

Di xubng lau mot, bude chan cia ciu dot ngdt khung lai, bau khong khi gitta Hoic Canh Than va Hodc
Céanh Dung tuyét d6i khong thé dung tit binh tinh dé hinh dung, giong diéu ddi choi gay git, gibng nhu
dang khic khau, Tham Tring dang phan vAn ban than c6 nén tranh mit khong. Ngay lic cau do du diing
buée, Hodc Canh Dung da tiic gian hét todng lén: “Anh ding 1a tén cudng khéng ché.”

Tham Trimg sting s6t, chot nghe thiy giong diéu lanh nhat ctia Hodc Canh Than vang lén: “Néu em nghi
véy, anh ciing khong con gi dé néi”

Hai ngudi d6i co hoi lau, cudi ciing két thic bang viéc Hodc Canh Dung phai thoéa hiép va xin 16i. Hodc
Céanh Dung 1 rii, nhu mot con khdng tuée xinh dep bi nhé dudi, khong con miéng stic sdng, tit khi 16n vén.
Trén mat ciu ta khong t6 ra tic gian, nhiéu hon hét 13 bat dic di va thda hiép.

Rét cude ho dang tranh luadn chuyén gi? Tham Tring bong cam thiy hiéu ky.

“Tham Trimg?” Hofc Canh Than 14 ngusi dau tién phat hién ra cdu, vo ciing ngac nhién néi: “Em ding d6
lam gi”

b2

Tham Trimg hoi xdu hé, nhd giong néi: “Téi chi 14 ding lic xudng lau, khong phai ¢b ¥ nghe 1én . . . .
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Hodc Canh Than hoi bat ngs, “Nghe 1én?” anh mim cudi, “Chung toi khong phéai dang ban chuyén quan
trong, em ciing khong bi tinh nghi nghe 1én. Lai diy ngdi, com sip xong roi, em mudn #n gi? Toi néi véi
dau bép.”

Tham Trimg vi dude anh quan tAm ma bat ngd, “An gi ciing duge. Nau nhiéu chit 1a duge roi, t6i dang rat
doi”

Hodc Canh Than git dau, binh tinh dimg day di vé phia phong bép, nét mit nhu thudng 1&, dudng nhu
cudc khiic khau vira nay khong 1 gi v6i anh. Tham Tring tita twa thau hiéu, that chit déi phuong mubn
dé Hofic Canh Dung dang ttic gian binh tinh lai, nén méi kiém c6, r&i khoi hién trudng, thanh ra cAu khong
dam nhiéu 1i, chi im ling quan sat Hoic Canh Dung.

< 2 4 2 X 4 N N N
Hoac Canh Dung cdu ban liec xéo cau, “Dom gi?”

“Khoéng c6 gi” Tham Trimg binh tinh tra 15i, hoan toan khong c¢6 ¥ dinh xen vio cudc tranh chip ctia hai
anh em nha nay.

Nhung Hofic Canh Dung khong hiéu cho ndi khé tAm ciia cau, gidy sau, da cidm titc md miéng: “Sap tdi tét,
cha me ching t6i khéng dinh vé nuée, anh hai néi nim nay cé thé déi chd, di tdm sudi nudc néng . . . .
T6i ghét nhat bi ngdm trong sudi nude néng, ai them di chit! Hon nita nim nao ciing nhu nam nay, bat ké
13 1am gi, di dau, déu do anh 4y dinh doat . . . . T6i that su chiu da lam réi!”

“Nhung néu la mia déng, di ngdm subi nuéc néng ciing dau té lam . . . ” Tham Trimg khong cich nao vo
nhu khong nghe thay, chi danh tra 16i cho cé.

“T6i chinh 14 ghét tic phong chuyén ché ctia anh dy!” Hodc Canh Dung tic gidn dop lai.

“Khoan ban t6i quyét dinh cia anh Ay 14 ding hay sai . . . . Chiing 18, cAu ghét di chung véi anh Ay?”
Tham Tritng hoang mang hoi.

Hoac Canh Dung do mit, nhat thdi nghen hong, 1t sau mdéi néi: “Khong phai . . . . Nhung lan niao anh ay
ciing tu tién quyét dinh tat cd moi thit, véi lai con bat moi ngudi phai tuan theo . . . .” Hodc Canh Dung
né6i dén day, sic mat c6 vé khong vui, “Quén di, cit mic anh Ay . . . . Néu cdu khéng ban gi thi di chung
di”

“H3?” Tham Tring sting so, nhat thoi quén mat ban than dang dinh néi gi.

Hofc Canh Dung phong bi nhin cau, “Lai gl nita day? Lé nao cdu dinh vé qué an tét?”

“Khong phai” Tham Trimg dinh than lai, cAm thay khé xt, “T6i cho rang tét nhat 13 chuyén ciia ngusi
trong nha, ma toi thi la nguoi ngoai . . .

“Chi la di tam subi nuéc néng thoéi ma, cé phai di gip cha me dau” Hoac Canh Dung thé hién cam xtic
khoéng tai nao 1y giai ndi, nhan may néi tiép: “Hudng ho, anh ba t6i ciing sé dan theo ban, khong phai chi
mdi moéi cAu, cAu cing thang ndi gi?”

Tham Trimg phét gidc ban than nghi lung tung, voi vang néi: “Néu nhu Hoic anh dy dong ¥, téi duong
nhién dong ¥ . . . 7 céu néi dén day, khé cudi, tiéc nudi néi: “Hang ndm toéi déu dn tét mot minh, gan nhu
khong ¢ co héi trai qua ndm méi cing ai, néu nhu ¢6 thé cing di ngdm sudi nuéec néng, duong nhién san
long.”

“Vay thi di chung di.” giong néi quen thudc vong lén tir dang sau.

Tham Tring quay dau lai, vita khéo d6i dién tam méat ciia Hoic Canh Than, diu dang yén a.

Cau ngo ngic, vo thitc héi lai: “Néu . . . . tdi n6i khong thé di?”

“Vay thi théi, khong ép em, khong phai ai ciing thich ngdm sudi nuéc néng.” giong Hofic Canh Than binh
on, ngdi xudng canh cau, thai do nha nhin, “Di sao cling 1a tét, c6 thé cau da sap xép san ké hoach riéng,
khong can vi t6i ma thay do6i.”

Ciing lic nghe duge cau tra 16i nay, Tham Trimg ttc khic hiéu ra su chénh léch trong thai do ciia anh ma cau
cadm nhéan duge tir trude dén nay 1a thé nao, trong khoanh khic ngin ngti ay, sic mit ciu trd nén cting nhic.
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11. Chuong 11

Héba ra Hodc Canh Than chi dang dién.

Déi v6i anh em ciia anh, Hofic Canh Than khong cho phép cé bét cit su phan khang nio, nén méi bi néi
thanh ké ua kiém soat, nhung déi v6i Tham Trimg, anh lai luén mém moéng binh tinh. N6i tring ra, mém
méng khéch séo ctia anh 13 danh cho ngudi ngoai, Hodc Canh Than luén déi dai v6i cdu nhu khéch, nén méi
1& do 1y 1& nhu vay.

... . Khong hé 1a anh em ctia Hodc Canh Dung, dién xuit wu td y nhw nhau. Tham Trimg nghi téi day,
trong long thay cay ding.

Céu bdng nhé dén mét viée, ban than da ting 1én con héi Hoic Canh Than mot cAu: “Anh dbi véi ai ciing
diu dang vay ha?” khi Ay Hodc Canh Than chi cudi, than nhién tra 16i, “Puong nhién khong phai”

Tham Trimg von tudng rang anh nhidu it gi ciing ¢6 cdm tinh véi ciu, may dau c6 miy phan himg thi khac
biét, dit chi 1a thién cdm, nhung mai dén gid phit niy, cdu méi tinh ngod, cam tinh Hodc Canh Than danh
cho cau héa ra chi dén thé ma thoi, dén ndi déi phuong dbi xt diu dang sin séc, khach sdo v6i cdu tua nhu
ngudi ngoai khong dinh dang dén nhau.

“Cau sao vay?” Hodc Canh Dung cau may, giong diéu khong lanh, nhung quan tAm trong day thi khong hé
gid tao, “Néu khong khée thi di nghi, khong muén di suéi nude néng thi khéng can mién cudng.” ciu khung
lai, c6 chiit mat tu nhién néi: “T6i ciing khong c6 ¥ ép cau.”

Tham Trimg nghe viy nguéc mét nhin, déi dién ngay tam mét ctia Hodc Canh Than. Diu dang, yén &,
tham chi mang theo lo ldng  giéng nhu that suw cdm thiy lo 1ing nhung khong xen 1an thém bat ky cam
xtic ndo khac. Qua nhién ban than khong hiéu gi vé ky thuat dién xuit, dén ci diéu nay ciing phai tén bay
nhiéu thoi gian dé ngd ra, ding 1a ngu dén t6t dinh. Cau thoing cudi khé, cadm gidc ***g nguc lanh budt.

“E!” Hoac Canh Dung lai goi céu.

“T6i khong sao” Tham Trimg hoi tinh, ¢b gdng té ra minh rat on, chan thanh néi véi Hodc Canh Dung:
“Puong nhién khoéng mién cudng, t6i that sy rat mudn di.”

Hoéc Canh Dung khéng néi gi thém, chi nhin Hodc Canh Than, réi lai trong vé phia cdu, tuy rang trong
mét dnh 1én sit hoai nghi va hoang mang 1o rét, nhung van thitc thsi khong héi ra miéng. Hoac Canh Than
liéc nhin céu, ciing khong biét 16t cudc c6 phat hién ra diém khic thudng ciia cdu khong, binh tinh chuyén
huéng cau chuyén, “Hém nay cau dén céng ty, ban bac véi c6 Chuong sao roi?”

Tham Trimg thd phao trong long, “To6i da giai thich v6i chi Chuong roi, anh yén tAm.” cdu thoing chan
chd, cudi cling van ha quyét tAm, mé miéng néi: “Chuyén 1 vay, khodng ndm sau, cong ty sap xép cho toi
di New York tu nghiép dién xuét, thoi gian c6 thé kéo dai hon du dinh, nén t6i nghi . . .

Céu néi dén day thoi, Hosc Canh Than da hiéu, anh cudi, giong néi binh én, gan nhu khing khai do lugng
néi: “Céu cé ké hoach ré rang cho tuong lai ctia ban than, vAy con gi tét bang. Néu can gitp da, du 1
chuyén thi thuc hay chuyén bén phia truéng hoc, cit néi cho t6i biét, khong can khich sdo.”

Tham Tritng ma xui quy khién sao gat dau, tit tan ddy long lai thiy khd sd.
Ctt vay di, xem nhu s6m ngay xac dinh thdi han chia tay. Ra nuéc ngoai tu nghiép chi 1a 1y do cdu bat chgt

nghi ra khi khong tim dude 1y do nao khéc, ¢ diéu biéu hién ctia Hodc Canh Than lai y nhu trong tuéng
tuong ciia cau, khong chi khong cé bat ci cau tit nfu kéo nao, tham chi con theo 1& thudng mimg cho ciu.

Néu nhu Hodc Canh Than t6 ¥ phan d6i du chi trong thodng qua, thi dit that su phai ra nuéce ngoai, Tham
Tring ciing sé diit khoét tit chdi co hoi ndy nhung, Hoic Canh Than khong danh cho ciu bat cit co hoi
ndo. Tham Trimg thdy mat mét trong long, nhung lai vi vy ma nhe nhém. Chi it Hoic Canh Than khong
té dén ndi dua gion véi tinh cAm clia cau, tham chi biéu hién thanh that binh tinh nhu thé, Tham Tring
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ciing ldc vi biéu hién lanh ling cia anh ma khé chiu, nhung roi trén phuong dién khéc lai vi thé ma yén
tam.

Cau giuong mat nhin Hoic Canh Than, ré rang vita ban xong thdi han chia tay, viy ma trén mat déi phuong
van bay ra nu cudi 1& d6 phai phép, Tham Trimg bdng nghi dén, néu ngudi nay khong theo thuong nghiép
tit s6m, ma di cling con dudng v6i Hodc Canh Dung, nhit dinh c6 thé séng rat kha trong giéi ndy bang
khong, dién xudt tu nhién ¢d nay lai chi diing trong cudc sdng thi qua lang phi, ¢6 thé néi 14 phung phi cta
troi.

“Cau mudn di tu nghiép dién xuat?” Hoic Canh Dung hoan toan khong hay biét gi vé su giao luwu giita hai
ngudi ho, nhung vira nghe dén dé tai nay thi 1ap ttc hing thd, “Pi trudng nao?”

“Chua xac dinh.” Tham Trimg tra 16i cho qua, “Ngudi dai dién ctia t6i con dang lén ké hoach . . .

Mot cau xot ngang ctia Hodc Canh Dung, da day dé tai cau chuyén ré huéng, mai dén lic com don lén ban,
dé tai nay vAn chua dit, ciing may Hodc Canh Dung khong ghét dé tai nay chit nao, lai bit dau huyén
thuyén vé kinh nghiém di du hoc & My clia ciu ta, tdn dén khi két thic bita com, Tham Trimg khong tai
nao phan tam suy nghi dén chuyén lic nay.

Sau khi bita com két thiic, Hodc Canh Dung hinh nhut ¢6 hen, lai ra ngoai.

Hoéc Canh Than ciing cdu di téi phong sich, hai ngudi ngdi xubng s6 pha, Tham Trimg nhidp mét ngum tra
néng, t6 ra binh tinh dom trom Hodc Canh Than dang chon dia, sudn mit ngdy cang quen thudc vao gio
phtit nay khong cé bat cit ddng cudi ndo, déng tac lua dia khd chim chd, tip trung xem gidi thiéu in trén
bia dia, thAm chi c6 vé nghiém khic. T lan ciing xem phim dién dnh do Hodc Canh Dung déng vai chinh,
cting nhau xem phim giét thoi gian da tré thanh thi tiéu khién ctia hai ngusi ho.

Déi phuong khong quay dau lai, héi tham cdu moét cdch nhan nha nhu thé tro chuyén: “Em quyét dinh di
New York tu nghiép? Khong phai em khong thich dién xudt sao?”

“U” Tham Trimg thiy ling ting, cb gidu chot da gidi thich véi anh: “Nhung khong thé cit tiép tuc nhu vay,
suy cho cung t6i nén dy tinh cho ban than . . . ”

“Phai” Hoac Canh Than thd ¢ dép, danh hon nita chi ¥ vao gi6i thiéu trén dia.

Tham Trimg chim chi nhin anh, khéng biét qua bao lau, méi nghe Hodc Canh Than tiép tuc néi chuyén:
“A, chuyén nam méi di subi nuéc néng . . .

“Sao?”
“Cau ndi trude gid cau an tet mot minh.”

Tuy rang khong biét tai sao Hodc Canh Than lai dot nhién thay hting thi véi cAu, nhung cé 1& tir lic bat
dau cau da khong thé lam ro diéu dy, Tham Tring khoéng dé bung, than nhién néi: “Lic trung hoc thi ba
me ly hon, tir Iic phé thong toi da thué nha & ngoai, vé sau thi ai ndy két hon, c¢6 gia dinh méi, t6i dau thé
khong biét xdu hé di quiy ray ho.”

“Thi ra 14 thé” Hodc Canh Than biéu hién nhu dang suy ngam.

Du Tham Tring cho rang ban than khéng cé gi déng dé dong tinh, khong thé tham dén nuée can duge
thuong hai, nhung t6i hom nay, Hodc Canh Than qué déi diu dang khién cu liy lam hodng so.

Vita nghi t6i Hodc Canh Than lam vy c6 1& chi vi t6i nghiép cau, 13 cAu mudn cudi. Thanh that thi khong
phai cdu cé ¥ kién véi céch 1am ctia Hodc Canh Than, chdng qua, khéng ngd t6i moét Hodc Canh Than chua
ting ban long vi tinh cdm ciia cdu, lai vi chuyén nhé nhit nay ma t6i nghiép cho cdu. Tuy rang sé cam thay
héi tiéc mat mat, khao khat nhén duge tinh cAm ctia dbi phuong, nhung du thé nao di ching nita Tham
Triung ciing sé khong vi viy ma han anh.

Ngay ngay hom sau, Chuong Truong Bich bdo cho cau biét, bé phim quay dang dd lic trude chuan bi bat
dau lai, tuy Tham Tring khong biéu hién ra ngoai, nhung trong long lai thé phao nhe nhém. Tuy biét rang
d6i phuong khong sai, nhung ciu that suw van thiy khoé chiu, chua ké cau khéng phai ngudi ¢é thé che gidu
cAm xic clia ban than, ¢6 thé Hodc Canh Than da sém nhan thiy su bat on trong cau khong chimg.
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Subt nita thang sau ddy, Tham Trimg va Hodc Canh Dung cing di dén ving nii & tinh khéc dé quay ndt
phan ngoai canh con lai, ké d6 13 trudng quay & viing ngoai thanh, tiép tuc qua trinh ghi hinh. Hai ngudi &
chung trong mot khach san & gan trudng quay, khong t6i ndi budn chén.

DPoi bo phim hoan thanh phan ghi hinh, chinh thtc bubc sang qué trinh hau ky, thi tét Am lich da can ke.

Tham Tritg vén dang phan van c6 nén vé tham nha moét chuyén truée khong, thi Hodc Canh Dung da bt
chap day cau vao xe, Tham Trimg chi con cich thuin theo ¥ d6i phuong, trai qua miy ngay ranh rdi con
lai trong nam & Hodc trach, dén trudc giao thita, ciing doan ngudi Hodc Canh Than di tam sudi nudc néng.

Hinh nhu Hodc Canh Than rat ban rén, Tham Trimg dén Hodc trach, mai dén khuya méi gip duge anh.

Lic dé Tham Trimg dang § trong phong khich xem phim, cam mudng, &n mot t6 kem, day 1a moén kem do
dich than dau bép riéng ctia Hofc trach 1lam, mui vi ddm da ngot ngao, Tham Trimg khé thich, sau mdi bia
com déu &n mot it xem nhu trang miéng, sau lai cang them, cam long khong ding dén phong bép xin mot
t6 16n xem nhu dd dn vit, lic Hodc Canh Than budc vao, Tham Trimg dang say mé liém kem huong thio
chéy trén thia, gan nhu khong dé ¥ thiy tiéng maé cia.

“Tham Trimg?” Hodc Canh Than kha bat ngd, nhung rdi nhu chot nhd, “Piing rdi, hom nay 13 ngay em vé.”
“U... 7 cAu ngdm mudng, hoi ling ting, nhung van cudi, “Pa lau khong gip.”

Thue té chi méi nita thang khoéng gip mit, nhung Tham Trimg lai hao hao cAm thiy ngudi truc mit co
ho tré nén xa la. C6 1é vi, trong nita thaing nay, ho gan nhu khéng lién lac véi nhau, thinh thodng néi may
cau, ciing 14 Hodc Canh Than goi dién cho Hodc Canh Dung, tring hop sao cAu dang & ddy, thanh ra xuét
phéat tir 1& phép han huyén may cau véi cau.

Céu chua ting chii dong lién lac véi Hodc Canh Than, ma Hodc Céanh Than ciing vdy, diy c6 16 1a su &n ¥
khéng can néi thanh 15i gitta hai bén. Tham Tritng khong chic 1im.

“Em gay.” Hofc Canh Than ngoi xubng bén canh, diu dang vudt mit cau, “Péng phim rat mét sao? Dén ca
bong mat cing tham.”

Tham Tritng ngd ra, voi vang cudi lai: “Ciing khong cé gi, miy ngay nay ngii khong ngon.”

Ly do ngii khong ngon, trong long cau tu hiéu, chi 14 thét khong nén 16i. May ma Hodc Canh Than khong
¢6 ¥ truy héi, chi xoa dau céu, dgi cdu an kem xong, diing 4nh m&t khéc la nhin cdu, dua ra cdu binh luin:
“Déang vé an kem ctia em that la . . . .7

That 14?7 Tham Tring cé chit hoang mang, khoéng hiéu déi phuong mubn néi gi.

Hoéc Canh Than bat cudi, néi mot nita lai khong néi hét, chi cAm 1y do trén tay Tham Trimg, sau day
nhén dau cidu xubng, mit Tham Tring dot nhién bi nhin lén dui di phuong, dit da chuén bi tAm 1y sén,
nhung van cam thay xau hd, ban khoin néi: “Um, dgi mot chit . . . . T6i di danh rang.”

“Em nghi nhiéu” 1an nay t6i phién Hodc Canh Than cti dau cudi thanh tiéng, “Chi 14 mubn em nghi ngoi
mot lic thoi. Em tudng rang téi mudn lam gi?”

Tham Tring cam thay mit néng lén, ngd ra ban than hiéu lam ¥ ctia déi phuong, lai ¢é chit khéng dam
tin, ling tting hoi lai: “Cho, cho t6i gbi 1én chan anh?”

“Khong mudn sao?”giong né6i Hodc Canh Than ém diu.
“Mubn!” Tham Trimg tra 16i ngay titc khic.

Cau tha léng ngudi, gbi 1én dui déi phuong, cudi cling cdm gidc chung séng lic dau ciing quay trd lai, cAm
gidc xa la vo ¢6 kia dudng nhu tan bién trong tich tdc, Hoic Canh Than van 13 Hodc Canh Than ma ciu
biét, c6 thé anh khéng phai mot ngudi hiéu ¥ ngudi, nhung mot sé cit chi hay théi quen clia anh qué that
khién cdu cdm thay than quen.

Trén ngudi Hofic Canh Than rat Am ap, thoang thoing mui huong nhu vita tim rita xong, lai thém quan do
mang dén hoi thé ngay ning trong tréo, Tham Trimg khong nhin duge khit khit mii ngii, vii cA mit vao
bung déi phuong.
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Sau khoang thdi gian & chung lic truée, Tham Tru’ng da phét hién, Hofic Canh Than chéc chin méic bénh
sach sé&, ngoai chimg wa kiém soat theo nhu 1651 Hodc Canh Dung, c6 thé con c¢6 chit khuynh huéng cia
chitng ép budc, chitng ct chinh 14 moi thit trong phong sach nay déu dude sap xép theo mot trinh tu nhét
dinh, ¢6 lc cdu tién tay cat dia phim vio dai mot ngan ti ndo d6, khong bao lau sau, Hoac Canh Than sé
t6 ra nhu khong c6 gi cat dia phim dé vé ding vi tri ctia n6. Cau lang 1& thit nghiém may lan, 1an nao ciing
thé.

“Dimg ngo ngudy” Hodc Canh Than mot bén bam remote TV, mot bén lo dénh néi: “Em ct tiép tuc nhu
vay, t0i sé khong nhin duge.”

Lic bay gid Tham Tritmg mdi phat hién, cam cau dang dit trén bo phan gifta hai chan Hodc Canh Than,
ma hién tai thi né6 dang c6 phan tmg, voi va nhich ra, ngoan ngoan gbi lén duii dbi phuong. Hoac Canh Than
mot bén xem TV, mot bén vudt téc cdu nhu cé nhu khong, do héi: “Khéng ngai t6i xem chuong trinh ctia
em cha?”

Tham Trimg da dau hang tir lau, “Xem di” ciu mét bén rau i tra 16i, mot bén xoay lung vé phia TV, bay
t6 théai d6 khong nhin thay thi khong ban tam.

“Néi dén chuyén nay, dén tan bay gio t6i van chua cé co hoi nhin thay lic em & trong bép.” Hofic Canh Than
dudng nhu cdm thay héi tiée, “Khéng biét chiing nao méi c6 co hoi.”

Duong nhién Tham Tritng khéng thé nao khéng hiéu ¥ anh, xau hd thoing qua, “Nhung, trong bép nha anh
luén ludn c¢é mit ngudi hau va dau bép . . D6 1a chd lam viéc ctia ho, t6i . . . . T6i. . . . cAu néi dén
day thi im bat, tai ing do, guong mat vi mat tu nhién ma ctng nhic.

“Chi 1 thdy tiéc” giong Hodc Canh Than binh 6n, tham chi mang theo diu dang vubt mé va tai Tham
Triung, “Hinh 4nh mang tap dé clia ciu, sé khién ngudi khic san sinh ¥ mudn huéng dén mot thi khong
hién thue, ky vong trong nha minh ciing c6 mdt su ton tai nhu vay.”

Thoat dau Tham Tring ciing do, nhung sau d6 nhanh chéng tha 16ng, tham chi ¢b tinh té ra nhu dang dua:
“Néu nhu mubn vg cé tay nghé nhu dau bép wu td, thi nén bat dau huin luyén vi hon thé tit by gid, bang
khéng e rang khong kip . . . . Khéng phai vi hén thé anh chua ting vao bép sao?”

“T6i khong biét” Hofc Canh Than tra 16i ngdn gon thing thing.

Tham Trimg khong hé cam thiy bat ngd, chi cusi. Pieu Hoac Canh Than huéng dén c6 hinh dang ra sao,
cudi ciing cau da cé thé hinh dung 16 rang. Gidng nhu di dao trong bach héa, nhin thiy moét mén trang
stic dep, sé can nhiic mua né vé dit trong cin phong trang stic trong nha, nhung néu thiéu tién khéng mua
duge, cling ching sao, trong cita hang khong phai chi ¢6 moét mén trang sitc d6, khach hang cé rat nhiéu lua
chon khéc. Véi Hoac Canh Than, cau cling chi dén thé ma thoi.

“Khong & trong bép ciing duge.” Hodc Canh Than nhu dang suy tu, “0 day di, c6 diéu phai mic tap dé.”

Hoéc Canh Than hanh dong rat gon le, ngay ngay hom sau, anh mang tap dé vé cho cdu, Tham Tring via
nhin luét qua, thi lap tic trgn mat hd mom do mit ludn.

b2

C4u gian nam cam miéng vai méng te kia lén, giong néi kho khoc: “Pay la . . . .
“T6i bao trg Iy Giang tranh thti di mua trong gid nghi tria.” Hoac Canh Than tra 16i nhu ding roi.

Tham Tring ngd ngang trong cai tap dé vita nhin da biét ngay cong dung that su, 16p vai cuc mong, chat
liéu tron min nhe ténh, con diém xuyét 14 sen no buém hong phén, toan than cing d. Rét cudc Hodc Canh
Than da néi gl vé6i trg Iy Giang? “Téi can mot cai tap dé, 1a vat dung tinh thid, ding giéng may loai thong
dung . . . . Can dung trong ngay hom nay, phién cau lap tiic di mua, cdm on.”? Chi can nghi dén thoi,
ciing d lam mit ciu néng bimg, cdm thiy xdu hd dén do khong ddm nhin thing déi phuong.

“Anh, sao anh . . . ” cdu muon ndi lai thoéi, gan nhu boi roi.

“A, day 1 kidu nit, cAu cut hing?” Hodc Canh Than nhin cdu chim chi, gidng nhu bimg tinh dai ngd, “Céau
chd chit, t6i goi dién cho trg ly Giang 7
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“Pimg!” trong long Tham Trimg dang day cam xic hoang loan xau hd, gan nhu sup dé thap giong hét todng
lén: “Céai nay dugc roi! That! Khéng can lam phién trg 1y Giang nita dau!”

Ngay sau ddy Hofic Canh Than mim cudi, nu cudi nhu khi thue hién thanh cong tro dua dai, lic nay Tham
Tritng méi hiéu ra, tat cd moi chuyén vita xay ra that chat chi 1a do Hofic Canh Than gheo cidu ma thai,
trén co ban khong 1y nao déi phuong bao trg Iy Giang di mua thtt nay. CAu tham thd phao, sau day lai cim
thay hoang mang hon, “Khéng phai do trg 1y Giang mua, viy . . . .

“T6i qua diit mua trén mang, khong ngd hém sau da géi dén” Hodc Canh Than khong hé keo kiét thoa man
long t0 mo cta cau.

Cubi cting Tham Trimg ciing yén tam.

Chuyén x3y ra t6i nay duong nhién khéng can phai nhiéu 161, Tham Tring dudi su thic giuc ciia d6i phuong,
xau ho cdi d6 ra, mac cai tap dé nhin tit goc d6 nao ciing thay chi nén xuat hién trong AV, ngugng nging
nita quy trén sé pha, tap dai qué ngfin co ban ching che duge gi, nhung Tham Trimg vAn vo6 thitc kéo né
xubng, ¢ gang che nita ngudi dudi clia cu.

Hoéc Canh Than chi ra 1énh cu thay tap dé, rdi quy xudng doi, con anh sau diy lai ra khoi phong sach.
Doi trong chéc 1at, tan lic Tham Trimg doi dén ndi long da rdi boi, cita cudi ciing ciing duge md ra, Hodc
Canh Than cam hop kem di vao, roi trd tay khoa ctra lai.

“Kem?” Tham Tring cam thiy vo cling ngac nhién.

Ho#c Canh Than ngdi xudng s6 pha, hoi chia tay ra hiéu. Phai 14t sau Tham Tring mdi cham chap hiéu ¥,
voi va di dén gitta hai chan déi phuong, nhung van duy tri tu thé nita quy. Tuy rang trong phong cé bat hé
théng 10 suéi, nhung dii sao cing la mia dong, dang sau khong cé bat ¢t thit gi che chin, chi c6 mbi céi no
buém duge thit dai, Tham Trimg cdm thiy thip thém dimg ngdi khong yén, tham chi hit xi nhe.

“Réat lanh?”
Cau thanh that gat dau.
Hodc Canh Than git nét mat binh tinh, giong diéu binh than, “Dgi 1at nita sé khong thiy thé.”

Tham Trimg vo thitc nudt nuée bot, tro mat nhin Hoic Canh Than mé hop kem, truc tiép dung tay quét
mot it, tiép theo dua tay dén ngay trude mit cau . . . . Cudi cing Tham Trimg ciing hiéu luat choi, thé 1a
can than ngudc mit 1én, ngdm ngén tay ciia déi phuong, ngoan ngoan liém kem, dén ca chat 16ng tan chay
ciing liém sach s& khong chita mot giot.

Cau hiéu r6 hon ai hét, Hoic Canh Than méc bénh sach sé, nén trén tay anh that chat khoéng c6 mui vi gi
diic biét, chi ¢6 miii huong nhe nhang khoan khodi, ¢ thé lic di liy kem anh da sin tién rita sach tay . . . .
Tham Trimg nghi thé, dung dau lusi liém sach giot kem cudi cling.

“Ngoan 1dm.” trong giong néi ctia Hodc Canh Than lodng thodng ¥ tan duong, c6 vé nhu anh cdm thay rat
théa man.

Tham Tring thi vui vé, ciii dau khéng néi chuyén, cAm gidc ban than nhu chi ché nhé vi duge chii nhan
khen ma hiing hai, cdu gan nhu chic chin, néu ban than c¢6 dudi, c6 1& hién gio da phan kich quiy qua quay
lai. Nghi vdy, bén tai lai truyén dén cidm gidc néng bing.

Tuy biét mudn danh duge tinh cdm clia d6i phuong chi ¢6 thé 1a hy vong xa voi, ¢ diéu duge dbi phuong
khen nggi, tham chi chi 14 nhiing c4i cham diu dang, nhitng viéc cén con vun vat ciing di lam ciu cdm thay
vui suéng, cd ban khoéng biét phai che gidu su khao khat ciing dgi chd nay thé nao. N6i khong chimg cau
chinh 134 mot tén cudng ngude. Trong long cau tham chi tu gidu chinh ban than minh.

Ké tiép, Hodc Canh Than khéng béo cdu tiép tuc liém ngén tay, ma trai lai ding 4nh mit néng béng quan
sat cAu tir trén xubng dudi, roi néi: “Da em tring, trai lai rat thich hop véi sic diéu lot mau kiéu nay.
Tham Trimg phang phit nhu nhé dén, hinh nhu cling ting c6 ngudi néi vy véi cau, cé thé la stylist, nén
ltc cau ghi hinh chuong trinh, thudng hay mic 4o s mi mau hong phan hay mau lam nhat duéi tap dé.
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Chéng qua, khi Hofc Canh Than ndi 16i nay, lai ding 4nh m&t dénh gid nhin cdu, Tham Tring cAm thiy
nhu c¢6 ludng dién chay toan loan khip ngudi, ¢6 sg sét am ¥, lai ¢6 chd mong tham kin, trong lic nhat thoi
cam thay miéng ludi kho khéc, néi khong nén 1di.

Xa nhau ntta thang, Tham Tring ban roén céng viée, duong nhién khong ranh rdéi quan tAm phét tiét, nhung
Hofc Canh Than . . . . Tham Tritng von c6 chit khong chéc, nhung khi nhin thiy 4nh méit dé nén *** ciia
d6i phuong, cdu nhu thong sudt.

... . Hodc Canh Than khong di tim ngudi khéc.

Tuy biét 16 ban than khong c6 lap trudng vi chuyén nay ma vui ming, nhung Tham Triing vin cAm thiy
niém sung suéng khé td dang trao trong long.

12. Chuong 12

Hoéc Canh Than dua tay qua, man mé moi ludi cau, dong thdi moé phéng dong tic map hop dua gion khoang
miéng cdu. Tham Tring cdm thay khong thich @mg, nhung vAn ngoan ngoan thuén theo ngdm lay ngén tay
d6i phuong, liém hai ngén tay anh dén uét sling, nudc bot tran khoéi khoang miéng thdm ust khée moi, 1o
vé chat vit. Hodc Canh Than nhin cdu, 14t sau méi hoi: “Khéng ghét?”

Tham Tritng cadm thiy quan bach, nhung van kién quyét 1ic dau.

Cau tra 10i nay dai khai dé lay long Hoac Canh Than, mot lic lau sau, Hodc Canh Than rit ngén tay ra,
vd vd dui chinh minh, Tham Trimg lap ttc hiéu ¥, thuin theo ¥ di phuong ngdi xudng cip dui mang theo
xtic cAm ran chic. Céi tap dé trén ngudi khéng cé che duge gi cd, Hodc Canh Than nhéo nguc cdu, Tham
Tring khong kip phong bi, that thanh la 1én, hai dui tran trui theo vo thitc khép lai, vat thé nam giita hai
chan c¢6 dau hiéu ngéc dau.

Cau cam gidc bén tai néng ran, dang dinh mé miéng, lai cim thay trén nguc lanh 1éo, ¢6 thit lanh ngat duge
quét 1én. Mot tay Hodc Canh Than gitt eo cau, sau diy ding ludi liém kem trén nguc ciu, bsi do nhiét do
co thé, kem tan rat nhanh, ting giot ting giot nhiéu xudng tap dé, thoat nhin c¢é vé rat giéng vét tich luu
lai sau khi thuc hién hanh vi nao dé.

Méi 1udi Hodc Canh Than néng bong la thuong, kem lai lanh 180 v6 ciing, hai thit cdm gidc hoan toan trai
ngugc song song kich thich cau, Tham Tritmg toan than cuong cimg, hé hip trd nén gip gap. Hodc Canh
Than mét bén liém kem, mot bén nhu ¢d ¥ v6 tinh mut dau nguc cling bd nguc clia ciu, cai tay ranh rdi con
lai thi vudt ve dung cham bd eo cling cdi mong tran trui ctia cau, Tham Trimg cadm gidc co thé nhu nhiin
ra, néu khong phai anh dang 6m eo ciu, chic cAu dén ca ngdi cing khong viing.

“Nhanh . . . . nhanh lén . . . ” cdu nhd giong cau xin, phét gidc nita ngudi dudi cia minh da cuong hoan
toan.

Hodc Canh Than rat biét 1ing nghe, diing ngén tay via duge Tham Trimg liém u6t vo vé cita khau khép
chiit, dit Tham Tritmg c6 thé cdm nhan dude tinh khi da cuong, ciing ran hic vio minh, nhung dong tac clia
Hoéc Canh Than lai vAn can than ti mi, dudng nhu khéng muén lam ciu bi thuong, dong tic clia ngén tay
tit tén vitng vang, nhu thé khéng hé gip gap. Tham Trimg cb phdi hop tha 16ng ngusi, thip giong thé dbc,
nhung déng tac khuéch truong ctia dbi phuong khéng may thuan 1gi, di1 sao chi dung mét it nudc bot.

Tham Tring voi vang nhin khip xung quanh, khéng tim dude bt ct thit gi cé thé thay thé gel boi tron,
nhung cdu khong trong cdy vao viéc Hoac Canh Than diing diy di tim gel boi tron vao lic nay, thé nén dit
khodt cdi quan dbi phuong ra, vudt ve bd phan da c6 phan ting ciia anh.

“Sao vay?” giong noéi clia Hoac Canh Than binh on, “Ding néng voi.”

“Téi gitip anh liém . . . ” Tham Tring nhé giong thi tham, trén mat néng ran, ¢d nhin xuéng khao khat
va cap bach trong ngudi.
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Hodc Canh Than hoi ngac nhién, réi nhanh gon néi: “Puge.”

Anh vita néi xong, lién ndi léng tay dang 6m Tham Trimg, hai tay dé hai bén, biéu hién ban than dang chd
Tham Trimg cha dong. Tham Trimg xadu hé vo ciing, dimg day dbi tu thé, nita quy bén canh Hodc Canh
Than, cti dau ngdm lay tinh khi ctia déi phuong réi ¢d gang liém. Mot tay Hoac Canh Than dé trén ngudi
cau bit dau vudt ve, Tham Tring cAm nhan toan than cdu dang néng lén, dau ¢ mo mang, mai dén lac cé
thit gi d6 wét at dugc rét vao phia sau cdu, méi cdm thay khong ding.

“Anh . . . ” Tham Tring sitng sot.
“T6i chita n6i 14 khong chuan bi” d6i phuong thap giong cudi.

Thtt trén tay Hodc Canh Than 1 gel boi tron, chit khong phai kem nhu trong phén doan, diéu dé khién
Tham Trimg thé phao nhe nhém. Gia st Hoic Canh Than mudén lam nhu véy, cAu duong nhién khong tai
nao tit chéi, c6 diéu dudi tinh hudng cé thé lya chon, Tham Trimg ciing khéng mong dimg thitc an thay gel
béi tron.

Tham Tring cb ging mit vat ciing, vo sb lan nudt vao miéng, dung khoang miéng ¢b gang ninh not lay long
anh, ma tay Hoic Canh Than ciing khong tha cho cdu, ngugc lai, vi ¢6 day du gel tron, dong téc clia tay
cang khéng né tinh hon, trong khoang thoi gian ngfin da day ba ngén tay vao, mé phéng tiét tau ra vao dua
day ctia tinh khi, ddm choc bén trong chit khit ciia cau.

Trong dau cau mot manh hdn loan, cdch xa nhau thoi gian dai nhu viy, ngén tay ctia Hoac Canh Than van
nhé 16 dia diém cting d6 manh yéu ma céu thich, dung cham qua lai méy lan, di khién Tham Tring quén
hét dau dén, chi nhé dén khodi cdm ky diéu, tinh khi gidu duéi tap dé truéng cang dau dén khé chiu, dau
mut tham chi khong thé khéng ché tran ra chit it dich thé.

“Tham Trimg . . . .

Cau nghe anh goi thi ngdng dau, cim thay ngén tay dang ra vao phia sau nhanh chéng rit ra, chua gi Hodc
Céanh Than da chidn méi cau lai, mit mat mot cdch gan nhu thé 16, Tham Trimg sa vio trong nu hén ciia
anh, ¥ thitc mo mang tity theo bay bd ciia dbi phuong, Hodc Canh Than kéo dui ciu qua hai bén, tinh khi
cuong cimg dé ngay cita khau da hoi néi 16ng ctia cau, hau nhu khong hé khung lai, ngay lap titc day vao.

Tham Tring cadm thiy toan than ciing dd, khé nhin rén lén, vita théng khd lai vita théa méan, nita ngudi
duéi truéng cin dau nhtic, nhu dang kéu gao doi duge théa man, nhung Hodc Canh Than hoan toan khong
¢6 ¥ an i cAu, Tham Tring da mat di ning luc suy nghi, chi do du trong mot thodng rdi dua tay tu vudt
ve ban than, nhung mdi xoa nin duge miy cai, da bi Hoic Canh Than gitt tay, khong hé né tinh ngin lai.

“Hofc ... "
“Khoéng dugce.”

Trong 1ong Tham Tring nén néng lai khé long nhan nhin, nita ngudi dudi cing dau, phia sau lai bi tho bao
kéo gian, cu vat cuong cing lan nita dAm xuyén, anh luén ludn cé théi quen nhan nhin, lic nay da khéng
thé nhin duge, quyét doan day manh eo, vi Hodc Canh Than dung tu thé cii sat ngudi tién vao cdu, nén
tinh khi ctia cAu dang ma sat véi ving bung ran réi cia déi phuong, Hoidc Canh Than khéng cAm can ciu,
tiép tuc ddy manh, Tham Trimg lai bat ra tiéng rén ri, ddu mut tinh khi rung dong, khién cho dich thé mau
tring stta dinh kh&p bung hai ngudi.

Céau cadm thay truéc mat minh 1a mot khodng tring x6a, qua that quén ca hit tho.

Nhung, dong tac ctia Hodc Canh Than khong vi viy ma dimg lai, Tham Tritg con dang thd déc chim trong
du Am khodi cAm dé lai, déi phuong lai duy tri hanh dong ra vao cAu, Tham Tring cudi ciing khong chiu
dung ndi kich thich qua do, cd ngudi run ray mim chit moi, gan nhu bat khéc lén.

Khi tréng thiy 4nh mét néng ruc nhu thé sip bbc chdy ctia Hodc Canh Théan, cdu méi ¥ thitc dudc tai sao
d6i phuong lai phéan khich la thudng. Céu van dang mic cai tap dé tinh sic, nhung lai khong che dudce gi,
tham chi con dinh dich thé ctia chinh minh, xong lai bi vo manh tao thanh nhiéu nép nhén, thoat nhin giéng
y nhu cau vira bi ai d6 cha dap tho bao.
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Di1 biét cau xin chi vo dung, nhung Tham Trimg van thit cau xin may lan, “dimg” hay “khéng duge” do
cau kho6 khan 18m méi bat thanh tiéng, déu bi Hodc Canh Than phét 16 nhu khong nghe thiy, duy tri lién
tuc dong téc ra vao noi vi khodi cdm khic thudng ma co gidt, Tham Trimg nic né co cling ngudi, vao lic
Hoéac Canh Than bén vao bén trong cau, dau mit mém nhiin nhu khong thé khéng ché ma rf ra chit dich
thé loang.

Sau diy, ky tc ctia Tham Trimg tré nén kha mo hd, nhé mang mang hinh nhu Hodc Canh Than ém ciu veé
phong, sau diy hai ngudi ¢ trén givong lam mét 1an, lic tAm rita trong phong tadm lai lam mot 1an, t6i cudi
ciing, Tham Trig khéng thé bin ra gi nita hét, ra roi t6i mitc ¢ cAm gidc t chi bin riin, hau nhu khong
nhé ndéi ban than da léch vé giudng bang cach nao.

Sang ngay hém sau, Tham Trimg tinh ddy, ndm trén giudng khéc khong ra nudc mét, cam gidc toan than
dau nhiic, khong thé dong day.

Cubi cting cAu dem toan bo su kién ra suy xét mot lugt. Duc vong ctia Hodc Canh Than tich liy subt nia
thang, duong nhién khéong thé citu van, ciu chi lo vui vé vi déi phuong khong di tim ngudi khic, nhung hoan
toan quén mat chuyén nay, con ngu ngbc tudng rang Hodc Canh Than quén chuan bi gel boi tron, xung
phong diing ra nhan viéc liém tinh khi cho d6i phuong, cong thém céi tap dé duge Hoic Canh Than chd
mong tit lau, tinh thé dién bién thanh thé nay hoan toan cé thé tudng tuong dudc.

Nhung, vita nghi t6i guong mit théa méan ctia anh vao phit cudi, ci guong mit ngi say yén binh, Tham
Trimg lai thiy tat ci déu xting dang, chi can d6i phuong hai long 1a dii rdi. C6 18 cau thudc loai cudng nguge
that. Cau nhin Hofc Canh Than dang say giic, tram mdi ngén ngang.

MAy ngay sau, budc vao ky nghi tét.

Hém ngay giao thita, Hoic Canh Nghi dan theo miy ngudi ban trd vé, lic d6 Tham Trimg dang theo Hodc
Céanh Dung hoc choi mat chuge, Hodc Canh Than dang xem sich, Hoic Canh Nghi gi6i thiéu Tham Trimng
v6i ban minh, ding tit ngit map md uyén chuyén, chi n6i Tham Trimg la ban ciia Hodc Canh Than, con lai
khéng nhiéu 181, may ma ban ciia Hodc Canh Nghi déu kha lanh tinh, méi ddu Tham Trimg con thiy thap
thom bat an, dén sau ciing dan dan yén tam.

Budi t6i, sau khi &n com tat nién, Tham Trimg von dinh di nghi ngoi, nhung bi Hoic Canh Dung giit lai
choi mat chuge. Chic do ngudi méi c6 van khi t6t, chang may chéc di thing hét tién ctia nhitng ngudi con
lai, dén c& Hoic Canh Dung ciing thua khong it. Nhin ban mit khong phuc ctia Hodc Canh Dung, Tham
Tring khéng khoéi budn cudi, nhanh chéng tim cé rdi ban, dinh dén ban céng hitng gié lanh, lai phat hién
cb ngudsi & day.

“Caula. ... Tham Triung?” dudng nhu dbi phuong hoi say, dua tay ciao cao mai téc xodn nhe.

Tham Trimg thiy ngai dinh xoay ngudi di, nhung bi goi lai chi danh git dau chao, khach sdo néi: “Triing
hop ghé, anh Ha”

“Khong can khich sdo nhu vay, goi tén 1a duge rdi” ddi phuong cusi, guong mit baby hoi ting dé.

Tham Trimg chi cudi cudi, khong tiép 16i. Cau c6 chit 4n tugng v6i ngudi nay, hinh nhu 14 nhiép anh gia,
quanh ndm chup &nh cho mot s6 tap chi dién anh, thinh thoang ciing nhin vai quang cdo mit bang thuong
mai, xem nhu khé ndi tiéng trong nghé. Tham Tring chi biét chimg d6 vé Ha Tri Manh, chua timg gip
ngudi that ngoai doi, khong ngo lai 1a mot ngudi ¢ guong mat trong nhu bip bé.

Bat chot c6 ngudsi 6 bén trong goi vong ra: “Manh Manh di dau r6i? Goi cdu ta quay lail”
Séc mat ctia Ha Tri Manh cimg d6 trong phit chbc.
Tham Trimg nhin cudi, an Gi moét cdu: “Nicknam rat déng yéu.”

“May ngudi dé luén thich tc hiép t6i” Ha Tri Manh ttc gidn néi, chau may, vé mat khong hai long, “Néi
dén phai trach cha téi, tu cho ban than chon dugc cii tén rat hay, két qua hai t6i tit nho da bi ldy ra lam
tro cudi, con khéng cho phép t6i déi tén.”

“Kién vi di tri manh, kién doan di tri mat. Ong cu qué thét rat c6 &n hoc” Tham Trimg tiép 16i mot cach
nhe ténh.
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“Cau biét xuat x?” Ha Tri Manh cé chit ngac nhién, xong lai phan bac ngay 1ap ttc: “Ong ay lam gi ¢
&n hoc? Chi lat dai sdch gido khoa ngit vin lic dé, thdy cii nao thi ding cai dé.”

“Sach gido khoa ngtt van?”

“Diing, 6ng 4y 1a ngudi Anh, khi dé6 dang hoc tiéng Trung, t6i 1a con lai” Ha Tri Manh kéo téc, “Ching qua
t6i nhin giéng me hon, chi c6 mau mét va téc 13 di truyen tit 6ng.”

Tham Tritng quan sat ti mi, méi phat hién mau con ngudi ciia d6i phuong qua that nhgt hon ngudi thuong,
ltc & trong phong khéch, Hodc Canh Nghi gi6i thiéu ho lam quen, Tham Trig lo nhé tén ho, cd ban khéong
du thoi gian quan sit ky. Cau vita dinh mé miéng tiép tuc dé tai nay, lai bi mot giong néi khac hit nhay
dung.

“Hai ngudi don doc § day lam gi” Hodc Canh Dung tic gidn néi, &nh mit day nghi ngd, “Hen ho?”
“Sao cau lai ra day?” Tham Tring voi lang sang chuyén khéc.

“Anh ba bao téi ra day, néi hai nguoi diing & ngoai lau khong tot, sé bi cam.” tdc do6 tra 10i ctia Hodc Canh
Dung cuc nhanh, lai liéc mit nhin Ha Tri Manh, nét mét té nhi, &nh méat do du, “T6i quiy ray hai nguoi?”

Tham Trimg sing sbt, hdp tap tra 16i: “Khong phién, ching qua tring hop gip mit, tro chuyén déi cau
thoi”

Hofic Canh Dung bay ra vé mit khong tin, nhung khéng nhiéu 16i thém nita, thang thimg 16i Tham Tring
vao trong. Tham Trimg thiy c6 16i, bay ra tu thé xin 16i v6i Ha Tri Manh, nhin thiy d6i phuong khéng dé
bung xua tay, mit con mim cudi, méi quay dau di.

“Tén ho Ha dé khong phai thit t6t lanh, cAu nén it tiép xic v6i anh ta” Hoic Canh Dung t6 ra hoi khinh
thuong.

“La sao?”
“Y trén mat chit”

Thay dbéi phuong hoan toan khong tinh nguyén giai thich tudng tdn, Tham Trimg chi danh tam thoi quing
hiém nghi nay ra sau dau, trai lai héi: “Céu kéo téi di dau?”

Hodc Canh Dung luom ciu, “Ban niy anh ba kéu t6i di goi hai ngudi vao, anh hai dang tim cau.”

Tham Trimg thodng gidt minh, con chua kip néi gi, c6 tay da dude thé ra. Hodc Canh Than dang ngdi bén
cita 6, ngudc mat nhin ciu, Hodc Canh Dung rat tu gidc hoan thanh nhiém vu, nhanh nhen xoay lung bo
di, Tham Trimg liéc nhin ra ctta s6, béng nhién hiéu ra, tit chd Hoac Canh Than dimg, vita vin nhin thay
dong tinh bén ngoai ban cong.

“T6i khong phai . . . 7 cdu vo thitc mudn thanh minh cho ban than.

Hoéc Canh Than rét cho cdu tach tra néng, ngat ngang 15i cau, “Ding néi.”

Tham Triing ngo ngac.

“Cau cho rang tbi gian?” giong néi ciia Hodc Canh Than rat binh than, thim chi té ra budn cudi lac dau,
“T6i chi lo cho cau, dao gan day luong khi lanh t6i gan, cdu & bén ngoai lau c6 kha nang bi nhiém lanh. Du
cau néi chuyén v6i Ha Tri Manh ciing khong c6 gi, t6i khong aé ¥ méy chuyén nho6 nhat dé.”

Tham Tritmg mim moéi, von dang hoang s¢ néng long mudn giai thich lai trong nhdy mat bi dap tit, sic mat
tai nhot, gan nhu may méc dap lai: “T6i biét roi, cAm on anh quan tAm, t6i sé ghi nhé.”

Hodc Canh Than khéng néi tiéng nao, hoi 1au sau, méi bat dic di néi: “Cau dang déi?”

Tham Tritmg khong tra 191, chi yén ling nhin mit dit Hofic Canh Than khéng c6 tinh cdm véi ciu, trong
mong dbi phuong vi chuyén kiéu nay ma ghen ti, ngay tit dau da 1a tréo ciy tim cd. Cau biét r6 nhu vay,
nhung van theo 1& thudng v6 thitc sinh ra nhitng mong dgi ngu ngdc, lic ndy Hoac Canh Than cin ciu giai
thich, c6 1& ciing do khéng mudn cdu vi thé ma sinh ra hiéu 1am.
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. . . . Day chinh 14 Hofic Canh Than ma ciu biét, diu dang sin séc, nhung dong thdi cing lanh lung 1y
tinh.
Tham Tring im ling trong gidy 14t, hit mot hoi that sdu, roi méi ngude mit lén cudi néi: “Anh & day lam
gi, khong chai v6i ho sao?”

“Hoi mét.” Hofic Canh Than c6 vé hoan toan khong phét hién uu tw ciia cu, ngit diéu viing vang: “Ching
qua dém nay phai dén giao thita, néu cu c6 gi mudn néi, ching ta cé thé tim chit chuyén giét thoi gian.”

“Puge” Tham Trimg hén hé tra 16i, tham chi trén mit con t6 vé khan cAp. Céu biét dién xuat clia ban
than té lau, di c6 c¢b gang trung ra nu cudi tuoi, guong mat chic chan cling guong gao, c¢6 diéu chang sao
cd, dit ban than tir trén xubéng dudi toan so hd, Hoac Canh Than ciing sé khong dé tam.

Sang ngay hom sau, Tham Tring ngodi trén xe Hodc Canh Than, c6 thé do Hodc Canh Than ngt khéng du,
nén ngdi dang truée nhdm mét nghi ngoi, dé tai xé 1ai xe, con Tham Tring va Hofic Canh Dung thi ngdi ghé
sau. Hodc Canh Dung bdo cho Tham Trimg hay, chd ho sip dén 1a moét khach san gia dinh, lai thém Hodc
Céanh Dung va Tham Tring déu 1a nhan vat cong chiing, khong tién tiép xtic nhidu véi ngudi bén ngoai, nén
Hoac Canh Than ditt khodc bao tron khich san.

Tham Tring ngap dai, mo ngi, tra 16i cho ¢6 1é véi Hodc Canh Dung.
Mot lic lau sau, Hoic Canh Dung bdng nhin may néi: “Céu that su khong phat hién?”

Tham Trimg hoan toan khong biét dbi phuong dang néi gi, nhin theo huéng chi ngén tay ciia déi phuong,
méi phat hién Hodc Canh Dung dang chi vé phia gdy minh, khé hiéu héi: “Cau dang néi gi vay?”

Hoéc Canh Dung tim mét céi guong, Tham Tring vita xem, lap tic ngé ngusi. Khong biét tir lic nao bén
gdy cAu xut hién mot ddu hon ro rét, trude ngay hom qua van chua cé, tdi hom qua cdu va Hoic Canh
Than khéong c6 1én giuong, chi xem phim sudt dém, mai dén himg dong méi di vao gidc ngl, ngudi tao ra
d4u vét nay 14 ai khong can phai héi, chdng qua véi quan hé ctia hai ngudi hién tai, thtt ndy ching ddng dé
giat minh.

V4 lai, gid Hodc Canh Dung méi néi cho cau biét khong con kip nita, séng nay lic moi ngudi &n sang, hét
tAm phan 13 thay roi, gio lai che di nhin nhu gidu dau hd dudi, chi khién ngusi khac dé ¥ hon ma théi.

“Cam on cdu nhic nhé, nay gid t6i khong dé y thay” Tham Tring cudi.

Sau t6i hom qua, cdu nghi vé tat cd moi viéc, cudi cling dua ra mot két ludn: tuy sé rat khé khin, nhung
céu phai tit bé tinh cam danh cho Hoac Canh Than.

Trén thuc té, ban than Tham Trimg ciing khong ro tai sao cau lai thich Hoic Canh Than, qui that Hodc
Cénh Than cé ngoai hinh dep, diang ngudi hoan hio, lai con c¢6 tién, nhung Tham Trimg da timg gip vo
s6 ngudi nhu viy, tai sao khong thich mot ai, trai lai thich Hoic Canh Than, chinh cau ciing khong hiéu ro
lam, c6 1& tinh yéu vén 1a thit khong thé néi 1y, nén Hodc Canh Than khong thich cau ciing kha hop 1y.
Gitta hai ngudi ho chi 1a mot cudce giao dich, Hodc Canh Than khéong bac dai cau.

Hoéc Canh Dung khong néi chuyén, chi nhin cdu, bdng thé phi mot tiéng, ngd vie néi: “Céu van dang thich
anh toi?”

“Tinh cdm khong thé khéng ché, vé mit Ay thi t6i b6 tay. Ching qua, trong thdi gian niy, t6i da hiéu ro
mot chuyén . . . . T gid t6i sé khong khién cau khé xi nita dau” Tham Trimg tha thiét noi.

“T6i khong c¢é khé xit. Chia ké trén co ban né khong dinh gi téi t6i, cau dimg cé vo diia cad ndm.” Hodc
Céanh Than buc ttic triing mat nhin cau, “N6i da néi rdi, tién thé néi cho cdu biét ludn, anh hai t6i d6i xit
v6i vi hon thé, ciing diu dang san séc nhu véi cau vay dé6.”

Trong 1ong Tham Trimg caAm thay ngi vi tap tran, nhung khong cé cadm gidc bat ngs. Trude day Hofic Canh
Dung ciing ting néi, Hoac Canh Than khong néi chuyén yéu duong, 16i a4y khong phai gid . . . . Khong
biét khi Hoac Canh Than yéu mot ai dé sé nhut thé nao? Nhung ¥ nghi nay chi vut qua trong dau ciu, roi
nhanh chéng bién maét.
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O khach san may ngay, Tham Tring quen than v6i ban be ciia Hodc Canh Nghi hon, trong sé d6 ngusi
nhiét tinh véi cdu nhat, duong nhién 1a Ha Tri Manh. Ha Tri Manh khong chi trao ddi céch lién lac véi cau,
tham chi con luén chit dong néi chuyén véi cau, Tham Trimg thay hoi ngd ngang, nhung khéng phan cam.

Tinh tinh Ha Tri Manh hién lanh, lai giéi néi chuyén, Tham Trimg & truéc mit anh ta, khong cam thay
khan truong nhu § trude mit Hodc Canh Than, trai lai thiy con tu tai hon thudng khi, tuy Hodc Céanh
Dung titng béo cdu dimg qua lai nhiéu v6i Ha Tri Manh, ching qua Tham Trimg nhanh chéng nhéan ra, c6
1é Hodc Canh Dung néi véy 1a do tuéng Ha Tri Manh c6 ¥ v6i cau, nhat thoi lai cAm thiy budn cudi.

“N6i chung, cau ditng qua lai nhiéu v6i anh ta.” Hoic Canh Dung khong vui néi.
“Cau tuéng anh ta khong thay thit trén co t6i?” Tham Trimg nhin cudi.
Céau dang 4m chi ddu hén Hodc Canh Than dé lai trén gdy minh.

Bét dau tir ngay lén dudng dau tién, dau tich 4y chua timg bién mat trén ngudi cau, Tham Trimg thinh
thoang ciing cdm thay 4nh m&t vo cling ngac nhién ctia ngudi bén ngoai, nhung téi nay da khong vi chuyén
nho nhit d6 ma dao déng. C6 18 chi do Hodic Canh Than d6t nhién néi hitng, hodc ciing do nhat thsi khong
thé khéng ché, nén tat nhién Tham Tring sé khong vi vAy ma hiéu lam.

“C6 mot sd ngudi chi thiy htng tha véi do choi clia ngudi khac, doi dén ldc cudp dude thi lai mat himg thi.
Chuyén nay khong phai cAu khéng biét.” Hodc Canh Dung liéc cAu xem thudng.

“T6i khong phai do choi . . . ” thdy Hoac Canh Dung lai dinh phan bac, ciu voi néi: “Céau yén tam, chi
no6i chuyén choi ma thoi, that sy khong phai nhu cdu nghi dau.”

Tham Trimg lam yén long déi phuong, trong long lai thay tiu nghiu.

Hoéc Canh Dung d6i xit v6i cau rat tot, cé thé thiy cau Ay that sy xem cdu 1a ban, dil ¢6 lic néi chuyén
khong xu6i tai, nhung Tham Trimg hiéu, cau dy chi dang lo cho cidu. Tinh ra, may ngay nay, di cdu dan
dan két than véi Ha Tri Manh, thinh thodng con cling nhau giét thoi gian, thi Hoic Canh Than van hoan
toan mic ké cau, kiéu mic ké nay khong phai vi khéng mubn can thiép vao quyén tu do ctia cdu, ma chi
don gian la hoan toan khéng quan tam.

Cau nghi t6i day, vo thitc 16 ra biéu hién budn rau, 14t sau ngang dau lén thi nhin thiy guong mit nhin nhé
cua Hoac Canh Dung, bén cudi cudi, “X&y ra chuyén gi?”

“Pimg cudi” Hodc Canh Dung khéng chit né mit, “Khé coi chét duge.”

Tham Tring thiy xau hd, im ling trong chéc lat, cudi ciing cudi khé néi: “Téi biét . . . . C6 diéu, cau
ciing biét ngudi that tinh thi thé nao réi, téi vain dang trong giai doan diéu chinh tdm trang, hay thong cam
di ma.”

Hoac Canh Dung nhin Tham Trimg, 1it sau, giong diéu nhu mudn gay su: “T6i khong can biét, cau muén
giét thoi gian cling khong dude tim tén ho Ha kia, anh ta 13 hang ngudi cau khong thé d6i pho, 15 cau thich
anh ta that, két qua tuyét doi té hon bi anh hai t6i tit chéi. N6i di phai néi lai, néu cdu mudn giét thoi gian,
ching 1& khong thé tim t6i?”

“T6i biét, sau nay tim cau la dude chit gi . . . . Cam on 15i khuyén ctia cAu” Tham Tritng cudi cudi.

Nhitng chuyén Hodc Canh Dung néi, sao ciu c¢6 thé khong biét, trong gidi niy tit trude dén nay déu rat
loan, khong phéi cdu chua ting nghe mot s6 it 16i ddn vé Ha Tri Manh, nhung cdu khong hé dé ¥, hudng
chi dén gié Ha Tri Manh ciing khong c¢6 bat ct biéu hién gi véi cdu, lic hai ngudi & chung ching khac nio
ban be, nén Tham Trimg ciing khong lo nghi cho lam.
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13. Chuong 13

Két thic ky nghi tét, Tham Trimg bat dau cong viéc méi, 1a dai dién quang cdo cho moét hang trang stic.
MAy nim tré lai day, trong gi6i giai trf khéng con ranh gi6i ro rang giita nam va nit, xu huéng nghiéng dan
vé phia uni*** khong it nhan hang vén chi do phéi nit dai dién dang bat dau tim t6i ngdi sao nam cé dudng
nét trung tinh, ching han nhu trang sttc hay my pham, ma Tham Trimg chinh 14 mot trong sé dé.

Cau vén cho rang day chi 1a mot dai dién quang cdo binh thuong, nhung khi dén studio gip Ha Tri Manh,
cidu méi ngd ngang tu hoéi chuyén gi day. Ha Tri Manh ngugc lai khé thang thang, “Ho héi y kién ctia toi,
t61 chon céu. D sao thi cAu ciing nam trong danh sich tmg tuyén ma.”

Tham Tring nghi thiy ciing ding, Ha Tri Manh chi 1a nhiép anh gia, du bén dau tu c¢6 tham khéo ¥ kién
ciia anh ta, ciing khong 1y nao dua vao ¥ kién ctia anh ta dé chon ngudi. Tuy long nhiét tinh ctia Ha Tri
Manh khién cdu ling ting, dong thoi thiy hoang mang, nhung néu déi tuong hop tac 1& Ha Tri Manh thi
khong con gi dé phan nan, du sao van t6t hon gip phai nhiép 4nh gia ghét minh.

Céu lin 16n trong gidi nay da mAy niam, khong phai chua gidp ngudi ghét cau, néi thang ra thi, cdu chi dugc
c6 mdi cai mit, dién xuat té lau, chup hinh ciing chd dic biét &n anh, qua that tuéng mao ctia cdu khién
ngudi khac khong thé soi méi, nhung thé hién ban than trong anh lai 13 chuyén khéc, cadu giébng nhu mét
db6a hoa nhan tao xinh dep v6 hdn, di & bat cit géc dd ndo, ciing kém déa hoa thit dang dan héo tan cé thé
toa ra sitc song manh liét.

Ha Tri Manh hién nhién khéng thiy ngai, anh ta tham chi khong yéu cau Tham Trimg phéi tao dang quai
di, ma chi can Tham Trimg ngdi yén mot chd, dua theo chi dao thay déi tu thé géc do ciia ban than & miic
thap nhat, con anh ta c6 thé chdp liy nhitng khoanh khac ngin ngai tit hiéu tmg nhip nhédy ciia 4nh sing
dé bam may lién tuc, thanh pham cubi cting tuy chua trai qua chinh sita, nhung nhin ciing khéng té, dén
¢ ngudi cha cé té bao nghé thuit nhu Tham Tring lic nhin thiy ciing c6 cam gidc xa la, cd ho hoai nghi
ngudi trong anh rét cudc c6 phai 14 minh khéng.

Sau khi két thiic budi chup anh, Ha Tri Manh cho Tham Tritng mot xap anh, d6 13 &nh chup thit xem xét
hiéu ting 4nh sdng truéc khi chinh thitic bit dau, du sao ciing khong ding trong quang cdo chinh thic, nén
Ha Tri Manh hao phéng ting cho Tham Trimg, sau dé cio cio téc, mang theo chit xdu hd néi: “Tham
Trimg, t6i ¢c6 mot viéc mudn thuong lugng véi can.”

“Viée gi?” Tham Trimg hoang mang.

“Ta lén ké hoach chup mét b anh ca nhin vao miy thang nita, cé diéu hién gid con dang trong giai doan
chuan bi, néu cau dong ¥, c6 thé lam ngudi mau cho t6i?” Ha Tri Mang cang cudi cang nguong, “Nhung, &
tm, t6i khéng ¢ nhiéu tién, chic khéng thé tra catse cao cho cAu dudc, gid ci c6 thé sé thap mot chit . . .

”

Tham Trimg suy nghi trong chbc lat, khong tim ra 1y do chinh ddng gi dé tir chdi, gan day ciing khong ban
rén 1dm, thanh ra cdu thang thang git dau cai rup, “Khoéng thanh van dé, nhung anh phai lién hé véi ngusi
dai dién clia t6i, thuong lugng sip xép lich trinh.”

“Vay phai cAm on cau nhiéu roi!” hién nhién Ha Tri Manh rat vui mimg, chic do 1a con lai, nén anh é6m
Tham Tring mot cadch nhiét tinh qua trén, hai ngusi trao déi cach thic lién lac, sau ddy Ha Tri Manh chi
huy trg 1y thu don dd dac, chuan bi di.

Tham Tring nhin 4nh chup trong tay, nhat thdi cAm xic dang trao, khong ngd dén lic cau khong cudi lai
¢6 vé mit trong thé nay, trong may tAm hinh chup lic dau, sic mit ciu cing thing 4nh mét 14n tranh, toan
than 16 ra vé hdi hop ma dé phong, cé phai trude mat Hodc Canh Than, ciu trong ciing vy khong? Thio
ndo Hodc Canh Than cit luén miéng béo cau hay thu gian. CAu nhin hinh cudi cudi, bdo Tiéu Pdng thu
don d6 dac, dimg day rai khéi studio.

“Toi da vé.

Tham Tritng di vao phong khéach, nhin thiay Hodc Canh Than, trai lai cAm thiy ngoai § mudn. Moi khi gio
tan ca clia anh rat c6 dinh, hém nay lai vé sém, Hoiac Canh Than nhu nhén ra su kinh ngac trong cau, 1én
tiéng gidi thich: “Hoém nay cong viéc hoan thanh sém, nén vé nha luén.”
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Cau gat dau, cing khong néi gi, ngdi xubng bén canh Hodc Canh Than, dua vao ngudi déi phuong. Tuy
dang 13 miia xuén, nhung van con lanh, hudng chi cdu biét Hodc Canh Than thich thé nay. Qua nhién, Hoéc
Cénh Than dua tay 6m vai cdu kéo st vao, xem tin ttic khong chép mét, Tham Trimg vita dinh héi t6i nay
d6i phuong mudn &n moén gi, thi bat chot nghe d6i phuong hoéi: “Day 14 cai gi?”

Tham Trimg ngd ra, cii diu nhin, ching biét tit lic ndo trén tay déi phuong c6 thém mot xap anh, ciu chot
nhé ra lic ndy da tién tay nhét déng anh vao tdi 4o khodc, quén lay ra.

“La &nh chup thit ctia budi chup hinh quing cdo hém nay” Tham Tring tra 15i ranh rot, “Nhiép &nh gia
anh ciing biét day, chinh 13 anh Ha — Ha Tri Manh.”

Hoac Canh Than cti dau W, doi sy cht y khoi tin tiic, 1t xem xap anh ciia cAu. Tham Tritng cim thay
ngai, thang thig ding day di pha tra, dgi dén lic cdu bung Am hong tra quay lai, thi phéat hién Hodc Canh
Than van dang xem anh, di1 tu biét ban thin khong duge tiép tuc mo tudng, nhung trong long van ndy sinh
cam xuc khac thuong.

“Sao vay?” Tham Trimg can than do héi, “MAay tAm &anh nay c6 van dé gi 4.

“Khong ¢6.” Hodc Canh Than 13i it § nhiéu, im ling trong chdc l4t, rdi méi héi: “Céau khong mic do?”
“Chi ntta ngudi trén thoi” Tham Trimg thanh that trd 10i, khong 1o tai sao ddi phuong lai hoi van dé dé.
DPay 1a mot bé quang cdo trang sitc, trong &nh Tham Tring & tran nita ngudi trén, trén mit thoing qua
vé thap thém ngam soi day chuyén bach kim, trén sgi day chuyén cé xé mét chiéc nhan dugc gia cong ti
mi, trong anh chi chup ntra ngudi trén cia ciu, anh sdng tao thanh méang bong den tu nhién trén mat cau,
khién cho guong mit lo lang ciia cAu hién thém may phan cadm xtc khé thé nam bat. Pay 1a thanh pham
thit nghiém, Tham Tritg tham chi con chwa kip binh 6n tAm trang, bdi viy c6 vé hoi lo ling.

Cau vén cam thiy ban than trong anh khong may chan 4th1_rc, hién gio xem lai, dang dap cdu ngam day
chuyén cha khac ndo ché con ngadm xuong, déi mét nhin thang vao éng kinh, nhu dang khét cau, roi lai tram
ling khong 1oi dé ta.

“Chup rat dep.” Hoic Canh Than rat mot tAm anh chup guong mit bat an clia cAdu, mang theo ham ¥ siu
xa néi: “Rat gidng cau.”

Tham Trimg cam thiy ling ting, dua tay dinh giat lai tAm hinh, nhung Hoic Canh Than lai lui tay, khong
cho cAu cam tdm hinh. Trong xap hinh, khi thi Tham Trimg nhin vao éng kinh mim cudi, khi thi nhin
nghiéng dau nhin vé dang xa, khi thi bay ra nu cudi sang lan vé wu v6 lo dic trung ctia thanh nién, chang
qua Hodc Canh Than lai ngang nhién gii iy tAm hinh chup guong mit cing thang hdi hop ciia cau.

“C6 thé cho t6i khéng?” Giong néi ciia Hodc Canh Than binh én.

Tham Tring ngd ngudi, trong giong néi toat ra vé xau hé: “Khong phai khong duge . . . . Nhung tAm hinh
nay khong phai tAm chup dep nhét, trit tAm d6 ra céc tAm khéc déu chup rat duge, sao anh lai chon tam
do.”

“Khéng sao.” Hodc Canh Than than nhién tra 15i, “Xem nhu gitt lai lam ky niém.”

Anh vira néi vay, trong 1ong Tham Trimg 1ap titc triung xudng, lai khong biét phai tiép 15i thé nao, chi danh
ctii dau nhin mit dat, nhu ngudi mit hon nghién citu hoa vin phitc tap trén tAm tham. Hodc Canh Than
dudng nhu hoan toan khéng phéat hién cdu phan tam, lai tiép tuc xem &nh, rdi té ra nhu khéng ma hoi tham:
“Cau vira noéi, nguoi chup anh 1a Ha Tri Manh?”

“Phai” Tham Tring liy lam ngac nhién, vin héi lai: “Cé van dé gi sao?”
“Khong.”

Hoéc Canh Than ling 1& xem hinh, giéng nhu dang suy ngdm. Tham Trimg ciing khong quiy ray anh, yén
lang ngdi bén canh, thuéng thic hong tra néng.

Ho dang dan dan quen thudc nhau, tinh hinh lic & bén nhau ciing thudng sé thanh nhu vay, Hoic Canh
Than gidng nhu dang suy ngdm ma bd quén cau, nhung cau khéng dé tam, ct thé im dng & bén canh anh,
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thinh thoang dua ly tra néng hay ca phé néng. Tit lic Hodc Canh Dung thich giy chuyén do ban cong viée
phai tam thdi roi nha, nép séng nhu thé nay da duy tri sip dugc nita thing, hai ngudi déu quen.

Nita thang trudc, bé phim méi ctia Hodc Canh Dung biAm mdy, nghe dau 14 mot bo phim dién dnh vé cude
d6i cia mot nhac si violin, cam trich 13 dao dién Trinh dang gianh dugc v6 s6 giai thudng tit céc lién hoan
phim quéc té trong miy nim tré lai day, c6 diéu lan nay Hodc Canh Dung khong phai dién vién chinh, ma 1a
dién vién phu, dién vién chinh 14 Chung Hoanh, ngusi da dénh bai Hodc Canh Dung danh dudc giai thuéng
anh dé ky trudc, ciing 13 mot trong s6 déi tuong ma Hodc Canh Dung cdm thi xem nhu déi thi.

Hoéc Canh Dung ddn hét tam tri cho bd phim nay, du phai ding vi trf dién vién phu, nhung Hoic Canh
Dung van cin rang dong v, tham chi du 16i kich khéng nhiéu, cdu ta vAn y nhu cit thudc 1ong kich ban, sau
khi bam may thi theo doan phim dén Chau Au, hinh nhw phai ¢ lai d6 mot thai gian, nhung binh thuong
hay goi dién thoai dudng xa vé, quan tdm dén cudc séng ciia Tham Trimg cting Hodc Canh Than.

Tham Trimg that 1ong mong cau ta sé thanh coéng, di sao Hoic Canh Dung ciing khéc ciu, ciu ta cé niém
dam mé vé6i dién anh, dong thdi ciing c6 thién phii, di theo dao dién Trinh vang danh xa gan quay phim,
chiic rang tén tudi ciia Hodc Canh Dung lai ting thém mot béc.

Con cudc soéng clia cdu van nhu trong di vang, cb dinh di ghi hinh, thinh thodng quay chup mot s6 quang
céo hay tap chi, khong tinh 13 ban, nhung ciing khong dén ndi khéng c6 cong viéc, Hodc Canh Than thi ban
ron hon cau, thuong phéi di xa cong tac, didu niy gitp cau c6 thém khong gian dé diéu chinh tinh cidm ctia
ban than, dong thoi dé moi thit ling dong dén noi sdu nhat trong tri 6c, khong tiép tuc nghién ngam.

Hién gio lic d6i mat véi Hodc Canh Than, cdu khong con ling ta ling ting giéng nhu thud ban dau nita,
tuy rang thinh thodng van sé dé mit, tim dip nhanh, song cdu da dan dan hoc dugc cich gitt long binh
than dé & bén canh d6i phuong, déng thai biéu hién phan tng thich hop nhit v6i ting 4nh mat cit chi cta
Hoéc Cénh Than.

Con ngudi qua nhién can ap luc méi c¢6 thé tién bo thanh tai. Tham Trimg cdm than trong long.

Néu nhu 1 trong qud khtt, cAu co ban khong thé nao ép ban than lam duge chuyén diy, Chuong Truong
Bich ciing timg néi, cAu 14 ngudi thing nhu rudt ngua, nghi céi gi déu viét hét 1én mit, trén co ban khong
can phai phéng doan, cudi ciing gis day cau da hoc dude cich che gidu ban than, di khong thé doan tuyét
tinh cdm nay, nhung it nhit ciing gitip ca hai ¢6 thé & bén nhau tut nhién thoai mai hon.

Hoac Canh Than ddi v6i chuyén nay khong c6 phan tmg gi ddc biét, chi gibng nhu trong qué khit, d6i xit
diu dang v6i cau, thinh thodng ting cho cAu mot s6 vat pham xa xi dit tién, ¢6 lic cling dan cdu ra ngoai,
nhung phan 16n, 13 & trong phong séch, xem phim tiéu khién giét thoi gian.

C6 khi bd phim qué ning né, Tham Trimg khong chiu ndi lan ra ngl, Hodc Canh Than ciing khong ¥ kién,
tham chi con dé cau gdi dau lén vai hodc duii anh, khién Tham Tritng cam thay hai hiing, va ci dy ndy. Cau
dan dan phat hién, thit Hoac Canh Than can khéng chi 1a d6i tugng lén giuong, ma dong thai con 1a ngusi
ban giét thoi gian véi anh.

Thuong ngay Hoic Canh Than luén bon bé cong viée, dudng nhu khong c6 ban be dé ciing nhau di ca hét
tam su gi ca, Tham Tring ciing ting héi vé van dé nay, chi nhan duge cau tra 16i nhu vay: “Téi khong ¢
dang d6i tuong d6.” Tham Trimg da xem qua di dong ctia anh, duong nhién duéi su dong ¥ ngdm ctia anh,
trong dién thoai chi ¢ 3 nhém, céng viéc, gia dinh cliing cai khic, dén cad Tham Trimg ciing bi chia vio
nhém céi khéc, ma trong nhém cai khac chi c6 may ngudi, ngudi trong d6 cling khong phai ban bé ctia Hoac
Canh Than.

“Anh khong c¢6 ban bé thoi phé thong hay dai hoc a?” Tham Trung btic boi.

“Khong c6. Ban hoc phé thong da mét lién lac lau roi, dai hoc va cao hoc thi hoc & nude ngoai, khong hay
lién lac.” Hodc Canh Than tra 15i thang thang, dudng nhu khong miy dé tam dén van dé nay.

“Tai sao khong lién lac v6i ho?” Tham Tritng thay rit ngac nhién.

“Tai sao phai?” sac mat ciia Hoac Canh Than con ngac nhién hon ca cau, “Lién lac v6i ho lam gi?”
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Bé&i vi d6i phuong tra 16i qué mtc hién nhién, Tham Tring nhu c¢6 phan ngip ngimg, “Clng ho giét thoi
gian, di ubng rugu hay danh bai . . . . Khéng thi cung nhau di du lich? Khéng phai ban be déu vy ci
sao?”

Hodc Canh Than lac dau, t6 vé hoang mang, “Néu nhu mubn giét thoi gian, khong nhat thiét phai tdn cong
di tim ban hoc cii. DPéi tugng gibng nhu cdu vy, cling c6 thé ciing nhau giét thoi gian ma?”

Tham Trimg cudi cling ciing bit dugc chit tin tic it 6i tit cAu tra 16i ciia anh, ludng lu héi: “Vay nén, trude
ltc t6i xuat hién, anh ciing giét thoi gian kiéu nay véi tinh nhan bao dudng ha?”

Hodc Canh Than thanh that gat dau.
“Vay ltic khong cé tinh nhan, anh phai lam sao?” Tham Trimng mang theo ngd vic nhin anh.

“T6i c6 cong viée, hon nita dai da sb thoi gian déu ban ron nhiéu viéc, khong thiét yéu phai lo 1ing van dé
nay” Hoac Canh Than tra 15i gdy gon.

Cubc séng clia nguoi nay sao lai nhat nhéo nhu thé. Tham Trimg ngo ngac nghi.

Git nhé lai, Hodc Canh Than dbi xit v6i ngudi ngoai sin sé¢ hoa nha qua that khong phai diéu xAu, nhung
gitta nhitng ngudi cling giéi véi nhau chic chin sé khéng dudc hoan nghénh, thai dé nay tham chi sé bi coi
1a mot loai ngan cach, quéa tbt trai lai mang dén cadm gidc khong chan that, gid d6i Duong nhién d6 ciing
1 su that, Hoic Canh Than chic rang chua ting dé 16 bo mit that ciia ban than trude mit ngudi ngoad.

DPén ci Tham Trimg, ciing chi thinh thoing bit gip Hoac Canh Than cai va v6i ngudi nha, méi tir d6 rit
ra dugce tinh cach cia anh khong hé 6n hoa nhut anh thé hién ra bén ngoai, nhung Hodc Canh Than lic &
trude mit cau luon ludn diu dang, gibng nhu da thanh mot théi quen, cich séng nay, su diu dang gan nhu
1& phép nay, da khéc sau vao trong phuong thitc hanh xi ctia anh.

C6 d6i khi Tham Trimg hay nghi, c6 phai Hodc Canh Than khong biét cich lam thé nio dé giao tiép binh
thudng v6i ngudi khac khong, ciing khong biét cach lam thé nao dé gia ting tinh cdm véi ngusi khac, nén
mdéi quyét dinh ditt khoat dung tién bao dudng mot ddi tugng, tham chi giét thoi gian véi déi tugng bao
dudng, nhung cai ¥ nghi nay thit su qua hoang dudng, lai con budn cudi nita chit, nén ciu chi suy nghi
trong gidy 14t, rdi nhanh chéng quing cai nhan xét hoang dudng vo 1y nay ra sau dau.

Chéng may chdc, ngay hen chup hinh giita Ha Tri Manh va cau da dén.

Tham Trimg xudng xe, nhin thiy bén bd séng c6 mot béng ngudi cao gay, dén gan méi phat hién d6 1a Ha
Tri Manh, thé 13 lai gan bit chuyén. Cau bit chuyén xong rdi méi thoing simg so, “Chi ¢6 mét minh anh?”
cau von tudng rang sé gibng nhu lic chup 4nh & studio, Ha Tri Manh dan theo trg 1y cting nhau lam viéc,
khong ngd dén nhin trai nhin phai nhin hoi 1au cudi cing & day ciing chi ¢6 mdi minh Ha Tri Manh.

“U, hién tai khong cdn trg 1y, 1t nita mai bit dau chup hinh chinh thitc,  day ching ta chi chup thit trude
thoi” Ha Tri Manh khong nhin cdu, giéng nhu dang xuyén qua may anh xéc nhén vi tri lay canh, ciing
khoéng quay dau lai tra 16i.

“Biét 16i.” Tham Trimg ciing khéng dé ¥, dting mot bén dgi Ha Tri Manh.

Anh néing chidu c¢6 chit git, song trong thoi tiét se lanh ddu xuén, lai mang dén do Am vita phai, cong vién
bén mép bd song cach d6 khong xa c6 tré con dang choi diia, Tham Tring nhin gidy l4t, roi thu lai tAm m&t.
Cau khong thudng c6 co héi lam viéc ngoai trdi, du 14 chup quang cdo hay quay phim, chii yéu la & studio
hay phim trudng, hon nita than 1a nhan vit clia céng ching, tuy rang khéng may ndi tiéng, nhung canh bi
ngudi hAm mo dudi theo doi ky tén khong phai chua ting xay ra.

Hién tai dang trong thoi gian céng s, bén bd song khong cé miy méng ngudi, nhd viy ma gitp cau cé thé
thé phao mot hoi, mét thdy Ha Tri Manh con dang diéu chinh éng kinh camera, cu cii dau ngim nghia
trang phuc trén ngudi minh, cé diéu hoang mang. Truéc dé Ha Tri Manh chi yéu cau cidu mic 4o so mi
quan dai, dén Iic nay Tham Tritng méi ¥ thitc duge, &nh Ha Tri Manh muén chup khong giéng véi nhiing
tdm anh 4p phich quing céo hay tap chi néi trg ma céu hay chup.

“Ok.” Ha Tri Manh quay dau lai, cusi véi cau. “Lai day.”
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Tham Tring du chua hiéu gi hét, nhung van di qua, ding & dia diém Ha Tri Manh chi dinh, dua theo yéu
cau ctia d6i phuong, cd hét sitc tha léng ngudi, dong thsi khong dude nhin vao 6ng kinh. Cau nhin nuéc
song & xa xa, mot lic 1au sau, chgt nghe Ha Tri Manh néi: “Hoac tién sinh biét chuyén cAu hgp téc véi toi
khéng?”

Cau ng&‘in ngudi, “Sao anh lai héi vay?”

“Pot nghi tét, trén cd cAu mdi ngay déu c6 dau hon. Chua ké, lic & subi nude néng gia dinh, du troi da
khuya, lai c¢6 tudng tric cdch ly, nhung tiéng ctia hai ngudi van rat r6.” Ha Tri Manh néi nhu thé khong
quan tdm, bay ra thai d6 ranh réi nén tdn nham, “Khéng ngd anh ta lai 13 loai hinh c¢6 ham muén chiém
hitu, ddng 1a khién ngudi khic phai ngac nhién.”

Tham Trimg néng mit, c¢b to ra binh tinh néi: “Vay a? Téi lai khong thiy thé.”

“Dau hén d6 16 1a ¢b tinh dé cho t6i xem ma” Ha Tri Manh nghiéng dau diéu chinh éng kinh, cudi véi cau,
“Ai cling biét, tai sao chi méi cdu khoéng dé y nhi”

“Chuyén d6 khong quan trong.” Tham Tring hoi bat ngd, nhung van tra 16i nhu thuong.
“Pting 1a lanh dam.” hoan toan trai ngudc véi anh, trén mit Ha Tri Manh day ¥ cudi.

Tham Trimg khong biét tai sao Ha Tri Manh lai nhic dén dé tai nhay cdm nhu thé trong thoi diém nay,
trong giong néi ciia d6i phuong thé hién thai do 16 dénh khién ngusi khic cAm thay khong thoai mai, hudng
ho Tham Tring ciing khong phai that su khéng nghe hiéu § do ctia Ha Tri Manh khi néi dén né. Nghi dén
thai do cb tinh gdy han ctia d6i phuong, cAu hoi tram xudng, héi: “Pay ciing 13 mdt phan trong lan chup
anh nay ctia anh?”

“Néu nhu t6i néi phai?” Ha Tri Manh cudi dén khodi tré.
“T6i khong tai nao hiéu duge” Tham Tring lanh miit.

“Ngoai hinh ciia cdu rat hop s& thich clia t6i, lai con nghi gi déu viét hét 1én mat, 13 moét tu liéu chup anh
séng tuyét voi” Ha Tri Manh dimg lai trong gidy lat, roi lai dua mét nhin cau, “T6i khéng biét rét cudc hai
ngudi c¢6 quan hé gi, déng thoi ciing khéng quan tdm, cé diéu t6i muén chup anh ciu, néu cau té ra phoi
hop, ching ta c¢6 thé két thic sém chuyén nay.”

Con chuta bat dau ma Tham Trimg da hdi han vi nhan 16i mdi nay, nhung duong nhu Ha Tri Manh ngay tit
dau da nhan dinh ciu rat dé bat nat, thanh ra khong chit do du tiép tuc khiéu khich gi6i han ctia cau.

Céau nhan nhin tiéng on a0 ctia dbi phuong, dai loai nhu “Thét ra toi ciing thdy rat htng tha véi Hodc tién
sinh, ltic ndo dé moi ngudi lai di choi di?, “La cAu yéu don phuong Hodc tién sinh ding khong, cé diéu to6i
thay anh ta ciing khé dé ¥ cdu d6” con cé “Sic mat ciia cau dang s¢ ghé, bd mudn giét téi ha” . . . . Dén
cubi ciing, cau hoan toan roi vao trang thai mat diéc tai ngo déi véi 16i néi 4o ao khong dit cta Ha Tri
Manh, mat sa sam ding bén b soéng.

Cho du 4p dung thai d6 xit Iy lanh lung voi tat ci trudng hop, nhung Ha Tri Manh trai lai vi vy ma tré
nén hang hii hon, doc thoai lién mdém, tham chi con ké ra chuyén dém d6 nghe duge ho & sudi nude néng,
can than ti mi tu thudt chi tiét, con c6 mot s6 chuyén vun vit ma dén chinh cau ciing khong chu ¥.

Tham Trimg nghe dén hai tai néng bimg, than sic cing dd, nhin chim chim vao bai c6 bén bd song, cubi
cling bat dau thay héi han.

Khong biét qua bao lau, Ha Tri Manh nhin thodng qua dong hd deo tay, lai nhin sic troi, hét stic phan khai
néi: “Ciing dén gid rdi, cdu mau t6i day, lam nhu ldc chup thit ay, tuy tién lam ra mot sd dong tac 1a dugc,
cb gang t6 ra tu nhién, khong nén dung stic.”

Tham Trimg khong ngbe, cling nhan ra déi phuong mudn ding anh ta duong lam nén, nhat thoi khong biét
nén bay ra tu thé gi, bén tién tay khay dam cé lau mét bén, nghiéng ngudi ddi dién éng kinh, Ha Tri Manh
cudbi cling ciing im ling, trong qua trinh tiéng chup anh téch tach chwa ting gidn doan, Tham Tring thd
dai. Lat sau, Ha Tri Manh lén tiéng néi: “Hién gid cAu dang nghi gi?”

“Khong nghi gi cd.” cau té ra canh giac.
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“Nghi dén chuyén khac di, t6t nhat 1a chuyén c6 thé khién tdm trang cdu trd nén xao dong, chuyén vui,
chuyén budn, hay Hodc Canh Than.” Ha Tri Manh thing thing chi thi.

Tham Trimg ngan ngudi, khong kip ngin can ludng suy nghi cia ban than, da thuan theo 16i d6i phuong
nhé dén ngudi kia, trong khoanh khic ngan ngii tré nén than tho. Hoi lau sau, cdu dinh than lai, khé cudi
khé, Ha Tri Manh néi véi cau, “Tiép tuc, néu khéng mubn nhé dén Hodc tién sinh, thi nhé dén chuyén khac
cting duge.”

Cau lic nay lai ngoan ngodan lam theo 16i d6i phuong, nhung hiéu quéa khéng nhiéu.

Trong hai muci bay nim qua, bé qua Hofic Canh Than khong nhic dén, d6i v6i ciu ma néi, that su khong
c6 chuyén gi déng dé vui, ciing khong ¢ chuyén gi ddng phai budn, cha me bat hoa, xay dung t6 4m riéng,
d6i v6i cAu né gidbng nhu mot gidc mo rat xa xdm vé trude, cdu tham chi khéng hiéu cha me minh, vi chua
timg c6, nén khong thé goi 1a mat, tir d6 cAu séng mot minh t6i 16n, van séng ngdy ngo nhu thé, dit § trong
cai nghé nay dat duge mot sé thit, nhung khong cé thit gi chan chinh nim trong tay ma chi chiu su khéng
ché ctia mot minh ciu.

Céau md mit nhin dong séng éng 4nh trong veo, béng nghe Ha Tri Manh ngac nhién néi: “Hoéc tién sinh?”

Tham Trimg nghe vy thodng rung dong, hip tip quay dau lai, &nh méit chan chit noi xa, mai dén lic xac
nhan khong con mét ai khac & b song, méi phat hién héa ra ha Tri Manh dang lita cu, sic mit cau tdi di,
bdng chéc quay qua ludm 6ng kinh, ma Ha Tri Manh lai nhin chim chim vao éng kinh mim cudi, ra vé lam
b6 lam tich cdm than: “Anh m&t di ghé, néu dé Hodc tién sinh thiy cAu clia hién tai, chic chin sé tuong
d6i giat minh day.”

Thém mot lic nita, 4nh td duong cudi cling bién mat noi dudng chan trdi, mot ngay chup anh xem nhu két
thic.

Tham Trimg thd phao nhe nhom, dang dinh di, chot nghe Ha Tri Manh néi: “Poi da, khoan di.” déi phuong
cudi cudi, “Ciing tré r6i, dé t6i mai cdu bita com.” Tham Tritng mudén tit chdi khéo, lai bi déi phuong chin
hong, “T6i that su khong thé chi nhiéu tién catse, it nhét ciing dé t6i mdi cAu mot 1an.”

Cau khong mudén trd mit véi ddi phuong, lai nhé dén day mdi chi 1a budi chup anh dau tién, Ha Tri Manh
da ban bac véi Chuong Trudng Bich 14 ba 1an, huéng hd Ha Tri Manh giéng nhu keo mach nha, da dinh thi
khé gd, cudi ciing cau budc long phai nhan 16i mai.

14. Chuong 14

Ha Tri Manh din cdu dén mot quén #n nhé khéng tén khong tudi, Tham Trimg von ching 6m hi vong gi,
nhung khi thitc 4n vao miéng, cAu mdi biét héa ra ban than da xem thudng quin an nay. R6 rang chi 13
mén gd nudng don gidn, nhung gia vi vita t6i, chat thit vita mém vira mong nude, mui thom khién ngusi
khéc thém nhé dai, &n hét moét dia van chua da them.

Tham Trimg khong c¢6 ki ning s6 truong, chi & mit niu nuéng xem nhu c¢é chit tam dic, hién tai himg tha
ap dén, ciing khong dé y dén Ha Tri Manh, hao hitmg goi hét cic mén mot lugt, cudi cling, thiy trén thuc
don ¢6 rugu trai cdy do chi quan tu 10, cing goi mot chai.

D sao do con ghi trén chai khéng cao, dit cdu ¢6 udng chic ciing khéng dén ndi say bi ti. Tham Tring nghi
mot ciach ngady tho.

Khong biét qua bao lau, mot hdi chuéng quen thudc vang lén, Tham Trimg md mo mang mang nhan dién
thoai, “Alo?”

“La t6i” phia dau bén kia truyén dén mot giong nam, “Em dang & dau”

Cau am ¢ doc dia diém, roi néi: “To6i dang an.”
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“Chin gid rdi” giong néi ctia Hodc Canh Than van binh tinh, chi 1a thip thodng mét tia nghi van.

Tham Trimg nhin thoang qua dién thoai, ding 14 chin gio roi. Pau é¢ mi md, suy nghi tri tré, mai mot lic
sau, cAu mdi ngd ngac tra 15i: “Phai, chin gis.” vita néi xong, mot ban tay vuon téi, doat iy dién thoai,
Tham Trimg ngudc mat, cdm thay ngudi nay trong quen quen, nhung khong nhé ra duge 13 ai.

Db6i phuong ding mot thai do tu nhién dbi thoai véi ngudi trong dién thoai, Tham Tring nghe duge, nhung
khong tai nao hiéu duge anh ta dang néi gi, chi nhé phai cudp dién thoai lai, ngudi no dodn chitng bi cau
quay ray chiu hét néi, dit khoat day nguyén chai rugu trai ciy qua cho cdu, Tham Tring da danh bay 1y
tri, hién nhién uéng sach sanh sanh.

Trén mit néng qué, toan than déu néng, chic do téc dung ctia cdn, nhung dé néng nhu viy & trong troi
lanh lai rat hop. Bén tai nghe thidy mét trang cudi khodi chi, Tham Trimg md mit nhin quanh, lat sau méi
phat hién héa ra tiéng cusi dé 1a ctia chinh cu.

“Cau dang dién rugu diy 4. mot giong néi vo cuing lanh dam tit bén canh truyén dén.

Tham Trimg ngude mit, theo ban ning nhao qua, lai bi ddi phuong manh mé kéo tay dung dimg thing, déi
phuong néi véi ngudi trong quen quen bén canh: “Thét su lam phién cau roi, tit nay vé sau ngoai trit cong
viéc, lam on ditng dinh ddng dén em ay.”

Ngudi kia cudi vui, “T6i khong c6 dinh cAu Ay & nha. Hudng ho, anh dua vao dau néi cau d6? Hai ngusi
ciing dau phai ngusi yéu. A, t6i biét rdi . . . . DO ctia minh bi ngudi khic dong vao, nén cam thay khé
chiu? Qué ding nhu téac phong ctia anh.”

Hinh nhu hai ngudi ho xy ra tranh chdp, tuy rang thai do 1& phép, nhung ngén tit gitta hai bén lai khéng
chiit né nang. Tham Tritng nghe khong hiéu ho dang néi gi, chi cdm gidc ban than bi con buén ngt dit doi
tap kich, cd ngudi dua vao 1ong ngudi dan éng méi dén, 14t sau, nhAm nghién hai méit, thinh thoang lai dui
dui vao noi dang vitng vang d6 lay cu, sau day, r6t cudc xdy ra chuyén gi, trong dau cdu chi con 13 mot
khoéng ky tic gian doan.

Sang sém ngay hom sau, Tham Trimg tinh lai, chi cdm thiy dau dau nhuy mubn nit ra.
“Em tinh rdi 8.” Hodc Canh Than ding ngit khi than nhién.
Tham Tritng chét da nhin dbi phuong, vé mit xau hd.

Céu say rugu, chit khong bi mat tri nhd, tuy rang ky tc qua that md nhat, nhung dai bé phan van cé thé
nhé duge. Lic dung bita khong can than udng nhiéu rucu, ké d6 Hodc Canh Than dén dén ciu vé, hinh
nhu con néi chuyén véi Ha Tri Manh mot 1at, sau dy, hai ngudi vé nha, tai va chan chinh gio méi bit dau.
Dau tién 14 cdu say mém dinh 14y Hoic Canh Than khong chiu thé ra, Hoic Canh Than ciing rat kién nhan
bau ban véi ciu, ké dé cau lai on ao doi di WC, nhung dén ca ding ciing ditng khéng viing, dén cudi cling
Hoéc Canh Than phai ra tay vién trg, khong chi diu cau vao phong tdm, tham chi con gitip cAu lam hét

thay moi viéc, nghi dén tay Hoic Canh Than dé cdu . . . . Con ciu & ngay trudc mit anh thich ¥ lam céi
kia . . . . Tham Trimg thiy vo ciing xdu ho, qua that muén trd lai tdi hém qua giét chét cii con ma men
vo si kia.

DPuong nhién, sau viéc d6, cach lic két thiic man tham kich con xa, Tham Tring sau khi bi Hoac Canh Than
16t sach, dugc dbi dai gidng nhu dta tré khong cé kha ning tu lo, bi d6i phuong cé bénh ua sach sé rita rdy
toan than nong nic mui rugu 13 chuyén khong can nhic dén, ciu lic ubng say qui that hung phan nhu thé
dung thudc kich thich, tdn dén ntta dém van con dinh ldy Hofic Canh Than, ma Hodc Canh Than trude sau
van dung thai d6 mubn gi dudce ndy, déi xit diu dang véi cAu nhu thuong 16.

La hon chinh 13, Hodc Canh Than khong ném thing ciu cho nguoi hau chim séc, trai lai tu than van dong
.. .. Anh déi v6i tinh nhan bao dudng nao ciing vay sao? Nghi van nay chgt 16e 1én trong dau céu, Tham
Triing ngudc méit, bian kho#n nhin Hodc Canh Than, ngai ngling néi cau xin 16i, “Xin 151, t6i qua t6i udng
say . . . . Gay phién phtic cho anh . . . ”

“Khong sao.” giong Hoac Canh Than néi than nhién, chi 1a ¢6 mot do6i mat &m mau dang nhin cham cham
vao cau.
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“T6i that su khong ¢y . . . 7 cdu mudn bién minh cho ban than.

“Thét su khong sao.” Hodc Canh Than lai tra 16i, té ra nhu khong c6 viéc gi, néi: “Sau nay b6t gip mit Ha
Tri Manh.”

Than Trimg ngan ngudi, t6 vé khé xt, “E rang khong duge, cong viée ban bac truée diy con chua két thic,
it nhét phai gip lai anh ta hai 1an nita, méi c6 thé hoan thanh ké hoach chup anh theo du dinh . . . . tuy
khong phai cdu mudn gip lai Ha Tri Manh cho 18m, nhung dong thdi cdu ciing khong mubn nudt 15i, dit sao
chinh miéng cau da dong y v6i Ha Tri Manh, chuyén t6i nudc nay khong tién doi .

Cau vita dinh néi v6i Hodc Canh Than 1an sau nhat dinh sé dan theo trg 1j, dit ¢6 udng say ciing sé khong
gdy thém phién phtic cho dbi phuong, chot nghe Hoac Canh Than nhu dang tram tu héi: “Lan sau 1a lic
nao?”

“Cudi tuan, chic 1a noi trong budi sang” Tham Tring khong chic chin song van thanh that tra 15i, sau
cling, c6 vé ngip ngimg néi, “Cé van dé gi sao?”

“Khong c6 gi.” Hofc Canh Than ung dung binh tinh, hinh nhu chi thudn miéng hoéi, nhung mét cau hoi hot
sau cting lai khién Tham Tring hoan toan roi vao trang théi thing thién  “T6i dinh di tham quan.”

Tham Trimg von tudng rang Hodc Canh Than chi thuin miéng néi dua, khéng ngd ring, miy ngay sau,
Hodc Canh Than lai that su lai xe dwa cdu dén dia diém chup anh vao lic tri méi tang sang, dong thoi
khong c6 ¥ dinh ra vé truée. Tham Trimg cdm thiy xau hé, di sao cling chua timg dé d6i phuong nhin thay
ban than lic lam viée, bén do du néi: “Um . . . . Thét ra anh khong can ¢ day doi t6i, méc cong lim, toi
goi Tiéu Pong téi 1a dwge roi . . . 7

“Khong phién.” Hoic Canh Than van tinh bo ngiing xe, lai hitng hd liéc qua cu, “Hay, t6i & ddy, em cam
thay khong tién?”

“Puong nhién khong phai!” Tham Trimg s6t sing phit nhan.
“Vay thi duge r6i” Hofic Canh Than hoi nhéch moi.
Tham Trimg khong sao khuyén duge dbi phuong, danh phai G ra xuéng xe. Vi 1a sing sém, nhiét do khong

khi kha thip, Tham Trimg van mic 4o s6 mi nhat mau cing quan dung trong budi chup hinh trudc, tuy &
ngoai c6 mic 4o khodc vest kiéu hai hang nit, nhung ca ngusi van lanh run.

Ciing mot dia diém, 1a bén bs séng, Ha Tri Manh dwa lung vé phia ho, ngdi x6m trén dat, hinh nhu dang
rat hao hiing chup sinh vat bén bo séng. Tham Tritg ludi chd mudn néi chuyén véi ddi phuong, quyét dung
ditng cho canh xe, dgi Ha Tri Manh chii dong lai tim céu.

Mot 14t sau, khong biét Hodc Canh Than lay tit ddu ra mot cai khin quang c¢d, quan tdm thit cho cau. Tuy
biét déi phuong khéng c6 ¥ gi khic, nhung Tham Trimg vAn cdm thiy Am &p tir tan ddy long, nhé giong
né6i: “Cam on anh.”

“Khong can cadm on.” Hodc Canh Than van giit guong mit binh tinh, “Trong xe c6 bita sang, &n trude di.”
Tham Trimg hoi ngac nhién, song nghi lai thi thiy thoai mai. Hoac Canh Than tit trudc dén gis luén lam
viéc chu ddo, vi hom nay lam viéc vao sang sém nén dic biét bdo ngudi chuan bi bita sang cling khong c6
gi ky la. Anh xoay ngudi, iy ra mot hop salad Caesar cing mot hop sandwich thit ga pho mét, thém mot
binh ca phé néng, cdu lap titc cdm thiy bung sbéi tng uc.

Hoéc Canh Than nhin cdu #n sang, con anh chi &n miy miéng salad thi dimg. Tham Trimg biét chiing kén
an ctia d6i phuong lai phét téc, ciing méc ké, chi thuin tay day ca phé néng qua, con minh thi tiép tuc &n
sandwich, ké dé quét sach hop salad.

“Hai nguoi dung la c6 nha hing, ddy c¢6 phai an picnic khong?”

Tt cach d6 khong xa cé mot giong néi truyeén dén, Tham Trimg ngang dau, Ha Tri Manh dang di vé phia
ho, trén mit mang theo nu cudi lo dénh.

“Chi 1a &n sang thoi” Hoac Canh Than binh tinh tra 1oi.
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“Néu c6 co hdi, t6i cling mubn thit” Ha Tri Manh tiép tuc cudi.

“Xin 161, khéng c¢6 chuan bi phan cho cau.” Hodc Canh Than hoi nhiu may, than sic cu tuyét ro rang.
“T6i khong biét héa ra Hodc tién sinh 14 ngudi keo kiét dé nha.”

“Puong nhién cau khéng biét veé t6i.”

“Néu nhu danh thém nhiéu thoi gian dé & chung, cé thé t6i sé hiéu anh hon.” Ha Tri Manh di dén trudc mat
Hoac Canh Than, 16 ra nu cudi nhe c6 thé goi 1 hu tinh gid y. Ngay cd Tham Trimg ciing nhan ra, dudi
day mat clia anh ta khéng c6 bat luan ¥ cudi gi.

“T6i sg rang khong c¢6 cach nao rit ra thoi gian dé xic tién hiéu biét véi cau” Hodc Canh Than t6 ra lanh
dam.

“Nhung anh van cé thoi gian ctiing Tham Tritng dén diy, xem chiing trén thuc té anh ranh r6i hon trong
tuéng tugng ctia minh nta.” Ha Tri Manh cé vé nhu dang khiéu khich.

Trén thue té, vi Hoic Canh Than kén &n, nén sandwich con lai nita hop, nhung hién nhién Hoic Canh Than
khéng c6 ¥ chia cho d6i phuong, huéng ho dé tai ho dang néi . . . . Hinh nhu khong phai bita sing?

Tham Tring khong r6 cho 1&m, bén khéng nhiéu 151, nhat thdoi lai nhé dén chuyén sau khi minh say rugu
may hém trude, trong long khong khdi hoang mang. Quan hé gitta hai ngudi ho 16t cude 1a thé nao? Theo
quan sat ctia Tham Tritng, Hoic Canh Than va Ha Tri Manh c6 1& khong than, nhung lic hai ngudi néi
chuyén v6i nhau lai mang dén cdm gidc &n y khong thé phét 16, diéu Ay khién cho céu ¢6 tht cdm xic ky la.

Sau mot hdi 1au, ho két thic cude tro chuyén, Tham Trimg cdi 4o khoac ciing khin quang cd, run lay bay,
dén gié lanh dau ngay, di theo Ha Tri Manh dén bén b song, Hodc Canh Than dimg cdch mot khoang xa
nhin theo ho, dudng nhu khéng c¢é ¥ dinh can thiép vao budi chup, ma cu ly d6 cting khién Tham Tring ¢
thé thé phao.

“Lan nay cau that su khién t6i bat ngd dé6.” Ha Tri Manh mot bén diéu chinh chan méy chup, mot bén cudi
v6i cdu, “Sao dén cd ngudi nha ciing dan theo?”

“Khéng phai ngusi nha” Tham Trimg phan béc, 1ap tic thiy chot da khé hiéu, “Anh Ay mudn dén tham
quan, t6i khong c¢é 1y do dé tir chi”

“Cau dé anh ta dén day, ching phai 14 quiy nhiéu thoi gian bén nhau vui vé clia ching ta sao?” Ha Tri
Manh trung ra vé mit tiéc nudi, “T6i lai rat mong chd duge & riéng véi ciu, gidng nhu lan trude . . . . Con
6, cau lic say khoéng hé dé phong, sau ndy phai can than, ngusi khac chua chac da c6 long tét nhu toi dau,
thay cdu nghe dugc thoai ctia Hoac tién sinh.”

Tham Tritng ngd ngudi, chot nhé dén mot chuyén, chan chit néi: “Rét cudc hom dé hai ngusi néi gi?”

Ha Tri Manh tra 16i gay gon, “Khong néi gi ca.”

“Néu nhu khong néi gi hét, sao c6 chuyén anh ay diic biét theo t6i dén day.” Tham Tritng nghi ngd néi, hoan
toan khong tin 161 Ha Tri Manh.

“Cau dang nghi ngd toi v6i anh ta thong dong sau lung cdu hd?” Ha Tri Manh vAn néi chuyén nhu thudng.
Néu nhu hién gis dang uéng nude, Tham Trimg xin thé cau chic chén sé bi siic. Cau trude 1a ngac nhién,
sau 1a hodng hon nhin déi phuong tran trdi, qua that néi khéng nén 1di. N6i viy ciing rat c6 kha ning, Ha
Tri Manh c6 ¥ v6i Hoac Canh Than, nhung do ngai hai ngudi khéng than, nén quyét dinh ra tay tit minh .
... C4u cang nghi cang thay ding, than sac khong khéi ctimg do.

“Ditng dién, t6i khong thich mau ngudi d6.” Ha Tri Manh binh tinh nhin lai ciu, béng cudi sdng lan, “Bo
trong toi gidng ngudi c6 dnh mat té viy a? A, ding roi, ngudi c6 4nh mat té . . . . Khong phai ¢ day cé

mot sao.”

Tham Trimg bi anh ta néi dén hai tai néng bimg, vo cling xau hd, chi cé thé vung vé chuyén sang chuyén
khéc, “Rét cudc anh c6 dinh tiép tuc lam viéc khong!”
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“Puge duge duge, dimg néng, lam day” Ha Tri Manh cudi phdy tay, diéu chinh 6ng kinh, néi v6i Tham
Trimg: “Gidng nhu lan trude, cit tit nhién bay dai tu thé, cd gang tha 16ng ngudi, ding nhin vao 6ng kinh.”

Thay dbi phuong cubi cling ciing tha cho cdu, Tham Tring théd phao nhe nhém tit tan ddy long, dua theo
chi thi ctia d6i phuong ma lam viéc. Chi 1a, 14t sau, cdu lai chii ¥ t6i Hodc Canh Than dting cich dé khong
xa, trong long khong khoi gidt ban. D6i phuong dudng nhu dén gan hon, dang quan sat ho, Tham Tring
nghi dén dang vé lic lam viéc ctia ban than déu bi thdy dugc, thi ¢ phan mat tu nhién, ma tAm trang nay
tac dong truc tiép dén hanh dong thé hién ra ngoai clia cau.

“Thu gian.” Ha Tri Manh lip lai 1an nita, may gidy sau, nhiu may néi: “Cau dimg cing thang vy chit, Hodc
tién sinh chi ding dé nhin cu thoi, cdu ci coi nhu anh ta khong ton tai di” anh ta ngling lai mot lic, nhu
cam thay khé hiéu, “Anh ta dén ci cdu nude ciing nhin rdi, chuyén t6i nuée ndy ma con cing thang cai quai
gi?”

“Pé 1a hai chuyén khac nhau” Tham Trimg cimg ca ngudi, cii dau nhin mit dat, gan nhu bat dic di néi:
“Tb6i khong tai nao khéng ché ban than.”

Hoac Canh Than doan chitng phéat hién sy bat thudng trong bau khong khi giita hai nguoi, di dén, Tham
Tring cam thiy quan bach, quyét dinh tranh mat, nhin cé lau bén canh, Hodc Canh Than héi: “Xay ra
chuyén gi?”

“Anh & day, cau 4y cing thing” Ha Tri Manh tra 15i rit nhanh gon.

Tham Tring trong dau tréng rdng, khong c¢é 1ong da nao nghe hai ngudi ho néi chuyén, chi 13 co thé cimg
cong, ding tai ché khong nhtic nhich. Sau mot lic lau, tiéng néi chuyén bién mat, mot ngudi di vé phia
cau, Tham Trimg cho 13 Ha Tri Manh, vita dinh mé miéng xin 15i, thi chot nghe tiéng Hodc Céanh Than néi:
“Xin 18i, 1 toi thiéu suy nghi.”

“Tai sao anh phai xin 16i?” Tham Trimg lap ttic ngan ngudi.

A A . 2 s £ A A oA . s . < 2 X N 2 A
“T6i khong phai ¢o ¥ muon dnh hudng den cong viéc ctia em.” giong néi ciia Hoac Canh Than binh on, trén
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mat nhu c¢6 vé a4y ndy, &nh mat sdu tham, “La do t6i suy nghi khong can than, xin 16i.”

Tham Tritng cdm thay kho s6 trong long, nhung biéu hién ra ngoai lai chi c6 thé cusi, “Khéng phai 16i ctia
anh, khong can xin 16i.”

Duong nhién khéng phai 16i ciia Hodc Canh Than, dit ¢6 sai, ciing 14 16i ctia ngusi bi anh huéng. That chat
chi can xem Hodc Canh Than thanh ngudi khéc 1a duge, nhung cau lai chng cdch nao lam dude, vita nghi
dén Hodc Canh Than ding ngay bén canh, 13 lai cdm thiy mAt tu nhién, sic mit guong gao, khong phai vi
xau hé, & trude mit Hodc Canh Than cau da dan dan khong con dé xau hé nhu trude day, chi 1a dbi phuong
nhin cdu lam viéc, dit sao ciing 1 lan dau tién, cdu cdm thay khong quen.

Tham Trimg guc dau xuéng, dang dinh kiém chuyén gi d6 n6i dé Hodc Canh Than yén tam, lai cAm gidc cd
tay bi ndm liy. Ban tay dang cam tay ciu rat néng, ma Hodc Canh Than vAn mai nhin cdu, Tham Trimg
ngan ngudi, lang mang c6 du cAm khong 16, dil ¢6 hoi hoang sg, nhung nhiéu hon hét c6 1é 1a phéng ting
ddi phuong, Hodc Canh Than hén 1én mdi cAu mot céi, c6 18 ciing khong biét nén néi gi, im ling trong gidy
14t, rdi thap giong néi: “T6i vao xe chd em.”

“U” Tham Trimg ngo ngac git dau, nhin theo béng lung cuong tric ciia déi phuong, dong thoi gic tay so
mit, gan nhu mang theo xau hd.

Hoéc Canh Than rat it khi than thiét v6i cAu nhu vAy, ma cdch hén moéi ngay ci hoc sinh tiéu hoc ciing
xem thuong, lai lan dau tién khién cau khong biét phai d6i phé thé nao, dudng nhu nu hén nay khéng mang
theo bat ludn ham ¥ *** nao, ciing chi 14 tinh cdm don thuan, nhung dién ra ngay trudc mat Ha Tri Manh,
v6i Hodc Canh Than ma néi, viéc thé hién khong chit kiéng dé nhu thé nay gan nhw 1a hiém thay.

Bat qué . . . . Tai sao Hodc Canh Than lai mudén hén cdu? Chéng 1é cAm thiy ciu lam viéc khong thuan
loi rit dang thuong nén dimng cach nay dé an @i cAu? Hay trong cAu cé vé rat mudn duge hon? Tham Trimg
khong ddm nghi sau, chi nuét nude bot, cdm gidc mit minh néng rang.

79



Két thtic budi chup anh trong vo thitc, Ha Tri Manh sau khi hen thdi gian cudc gip mat dot t6i xong thi
sang khoai chao tit biét. Tham Trimg cudi cling cing tinh tdo lai, tré vé xe, tro chuyén may cau véi Hodc
Céanh Than, roi nhic dén thai gian chup anh lan sau, Hoic Canh Than nhin cAu, dudng nhu kha ngip ngimg,
nhung van néi nhu trude: “Tuy cé thé sé anh huéng dén cong viéc clia em, nhung t6i van sé dén.”

Tham Trimg tinh té thudng thitc cau néi nay, cudi ciing c¢b lay hét can dam dé héi: “Anh . . . . Cé phai
anh rat ghét Ha Tri Manh?”

“Thét long ma néi, khoéng c6 cam gidc dic biét gi” Hoic Canh Than trd 15i rat binh tinh, “Em thich cau
ta?”

“Puong nhién khong phai!” Tham Trimg vdi vang pht nhan, quin bach nhin ra cita s6, “T6i chi . . . . T6i
choréng . ..

Chinh ciu ciing khéng biét nén néi gi, do du trong gidy lat, cudi cting nudt trdi tat ci nhitng 16i dinh néi,
gitt im ling. BAt luin Hodc Canh Than vi diéu gi ma dén day, roi lai vi diéu gi ma hon ciu, cau chi biét
mot diéu rang, ban than khong thé gidm lén vét xe d8. Chuyén ti minh da tinh kiéu nay, xay ra mot lan 1a
d 1dm rdi.

“Ha Tri Manh 13 ban thsi phd thong clia em trai t6i” Hofic Canh Than chot néi, “Téi timg gip cau ta rat
lau vé trude, nhung khong than, ciing khéng c¢6 hdo cAm gi véi ciu ta.”

“Tai sao?” Tham Trimg thiy hoi ngac nhién, hoan toan khong ngd dén ddi phuong lai néi mot cich bang
quo nhu vay.

“Cau ta la mot ngusi khong thé doan trude, rat khé dbi phd.” Hofic Canh Than dua méit nhin cdu, “La loai
hinh hoan toan tuwong phan véi cau.”

Vi khong thé doan trude, nén rat khé nim trong tay? Tham Trimg Am tham phéng doin suy nghi trong
dau Hoac Canh Than, chgt nghi dén s6 di Hoic Canh Than néi nhu vdy, dai loai 1a thanh 1ap trén quan
diém “Tham Trimg rat dé dodn nén rat dé ndm trong tay”, khé tranh khoi xdu hé, nhung lai khéng cé gi
dé néi, danh phai 4m 6: “Chuyén nay t6i ciing biét, anh khong can phai nhéc di nhic lai”

“T6i n6i vay, khong phai dang ha thip em.” Hofc Canh Than dua tay qua, xoa dau cdu nhu tir truée dén
nay, than thai én hoa.

Tam trang ctia Tham Tring c¢6 phan tut déc, nhung ngoai mit van c¢b mim cudi, “Téi biét anh khong ¢ éc

Ea )

”

Nhung chi may gidy sau, hai ngudi lai cing dong thdi mé miéng néi: “Em/Anh
Tham Tring siing sot, vo thiic néi: “Anh néi trude di”

“T6i mong em c6 thé han ché gip mat Ha Tri Manh. Yéu cau nay khéng c6 1y do chinh ding nao ci, day
chi 14 mong mubn ¢4 nhan cta téi, em khong dong ¥ ciing khong sao.” Hodc Canh Than khéng nhin ciu,
dudng nhu dang can than lua chon tit ngit, “Néu nhut em cdm thiy t6i can thiép qua nhiéu vao cudc sdng
clia em, toi xin 16i, nhung . . .

“T6i c6 thé dong ¥ Tham Tring tra 10i qua quyét, déi chii dé, lai héi: “Cé diéu, tai sao anh lai dua ra yéu
cau nhu vay?”

Hoéc Canh Than nhu dang suy ngdm, chbc lat sau, béng kéo tay Tham Trimg, gibng nhu thi cung dang
lam niing véi chit nhan, ding m#t co nhe vao long ban tay Tham Tring, dong thsi nhé giong néi: “Xem
nhu thanh toan cho sy tuy hiing cta to6i di?”

C6 thit gi d6 d6 ram trong dau cAu, Tham Tritng thoat dau 1a nhin tran trdi, ké d6 lai tu nhién cam thay
miéng 1udi khé khbc, giong néi khoé rép: “Téi ddng ¥ . . . 7 cdu c¢b khéng ché nhip tim vang déi khéng nghe
15i clia ban than, mién cudng té ra binh tinh tréu gheo déi phuong, “Anh véi ai cling lam vy a? Dung 1a
khong tu tha doan.”

“Khong phai véi ai cling lam vay” Hoac Canh Than nhe nhang hon lén ¢d tay cdu, nhoén miéng cudi, “Con
phai xem dbi tuong 13 ai”
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Su cédm db nay ddi v6i Tham Tring ma néi, hién nhién khé dang hudng thu, ma that chit trong long hai
ngudi ho déu hiéu ro.

15. Chuong 15

Tuy rang khong & trén xe lam dén cudi cting, nhung t6i lic Tham Trimg c6 thé bude vao phong tdm dé tim
rita, da 1a chuyén ciia may gio sau, trong phong mét méanh bita bon, khong khé dé nhin ra chuyén gi da xay
ra, Tham Trimg c¢b ging khong nghi dén biéu hién ctia ngudi chit nita sé vao quét don phong, c¢6 nhin xudng
cadm gidc dau nhitc thit lung nhiin chan ngdi xudng bon tim 16m.

Hinh nhu trude dé Hodc Canh Than da xin nghi, dit chuyén xdy ra sau budi chup anh dai loai 1a chuyén
ngoai ¥ muén, nhung Tham Tring van hoi ngac nhién. Cau vén tudng rang dbi phuong chi dén xem so qua,
khong ngs Hoac Canh Than lai bau ban véi ciu ca nita budi sang, hon nita con khong di lam.

Nghi dén chuyén vita xay ra, Tham Trimg lai lan nita hoang mang.

Khong biét tai vi sao, tuy binh thuong Hoic Canh Than khong thiéu nhiét tinh trén phuong dién nay, nhung
hom nay lai diic biét nong nhiét, dén ca luc do lic hon nhau ciing khong khéng ché, Tham Trimg khong can
nhin ciing biét trén ngudi minh khéng dinh luu lai khéng it vét tich, may ma dao gan day khéng cé cong
viéc gl can 16 than thé, cho nén ciing khéng may dé ¥, diéu lam cau hiéu ky, chi 1a su di thudng trong Hodc
Céanh Than.

D khéng néi thdng 14 ghét, nhung Hodc Canh Than chic hin khé bai xich Ha Tri Manh, nén méi ding
céch nay yéu cau cau khong gip Ha Tri Manh, tham chi ngay sau khi Ha Tri Manh di khong lau lién khan
cap lam chuyén nay véi cdu . . . . DU trén mat 1y tri cAu rd Hoac Canh Than khéng phai loai ngudi lam
viéc theo tinh cdm, nhung Hofc Canh Than ngay hom nay qua that rat khac biét  tuy cdu khong thé néi
16 1 khiac ¢ ddu  nhung so véi lic trude, chinh 1a vy day.

“Tham Tring?”

Céau mé mét ra, c6 hoi budn ngi.

Hoéc Canh Than di vao phong tadm, budc vao bon tdm, ngdi xubng dbi dién cau.

Tham Tring hién tai dang mét ra roi, khong tra 151 d6i phuong, miy gidy sau, cAm gidc c6 mot ban tay
dang diu dang vudt ve ngudi cdu, xoa bép tay chan, cau gidt ban, phit chéc md to mit, méi nhan ra day 1a
tay ctia Hodc Canh Than, trén tay dinh day bot sita tim, dang dao choi khong hé kiéng ky trén co thé cau.
Céu ngdi thang ngudi day, c6 vé xau hd, “Téi tu lam duge”

“Khong sao, néu mét thi nghi ngoi mot lic di”

Hoéc Canh Than khéng dé tdm, kéo chan trai ciu dit trén dau gbi, sita tAm cha x4t tao ra khong it bot.
Tham Trimg s¢ nhot, khé tranh khéi co quip ngén chan, co thé ciang ciing, hoang loan néi: “Khoan da, toi
tuw tim 7 nhung Hoac Canh Than vAn khong chiu tit bo, ky ti mi ci long ban chan dén ngén chan, Tham
Tring nhot dén khong chiu néi, thé gip, khong kim ndi mé 16i xin tha, “Tha, xin anh tha cho téi . . . . Toi
chiu khéng néi . . .

“Sg nhot?”

Hoéc Canh Than im ling tha chan trai ra, ké dé khong cho cau c6 co hoi tit chdi da gitt 14y chan phai, Tham
Tring toan than héa d4, gan nhuw mubn sup dé. May ma Hodc Canh Than khong c6 ¥ dinh hanh ha cu,
nhanh chéng tha cho hai chan, d6i qua rita chd khac, Tham Tritng vita méi thé phao mot hoi, lai lap titc
cang thang, ban tay mang theo bot ctia dbi phuong di dén gitta hai dui cu, béi 1& ving man cdm, Tham
Tring that khé 1ong ma phét 19 cam gidc bi dong cham & day.
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Ban tay kia chdm rai truon lén dii, dau tién 13 vudt nhe nhe, ké d6 1a t6i thdng dui trong, Tham Trimg doi
chd trong lo lang, ngén tay ctia dbi phuong gy nhe khi quan mém nhiin, giéng nhu thay khé hao htmg, dnh
mat néng béng nhin chidm chim mot cho.

“Pii rdi” Tham Trimg ha thip giong gan nhu cau xin, “T6i tu tdm 1a duge roi . . . .
“Sé khong lam gi cAu nita dau, dimg lo” Hodc Canh Than 1én tiéng béo dam.

Con tiép tuc thé nay, c6 kha ning rat cao toi sé lam gi v6i anh d6. Tham Trimg bat dic di ho hét trong
long.

Chiting wa sach ciia Hodc Canh Than phét huy v6 ciing nhuan nhuyén vao lic nay, Tham Trimg cé cam gidc
ban than tua nhu con meéo hoang duge chii nhan lum vé nha, toan than bi tdm ria ti mi dén sach bong, mui
huong ciia sita t&m toéa ra nong nic, sau khi cha sach cdu, Hoic Canh Than mé day mot bon nuée néng dé
cau ngdm minh, con ban than thi dén voi sen bén canh dé tim.

Tham Tritng ludi bién ngdm minh trong nuée néng, khoan khoai dén rén nhe thanh tiéng, dong thoi ngim
nhin ngusi dan 6ng cach d6 khong xa.

Hoéc Canh Than giéng nhu hoan toan phét 16 duong nhin cia cdu, nhu thé khéng cé viée gi tiép tuc tim
rita, lai nhu khong hé hay biét co thé tran trui cia ban than cé sitc anh hudng to tat thé nao dén Tham
Tring, c6 1é that ra anh biét diéu diy, chi 14 da sém thanh théi quen v6i 4nh mit d6, nén khong dé tam.
Bét ludn 1a ¥ trudce hay ¥ sau, thi ca hai déu khién cho ngudi khéc thiy phién mudn, chang qua Tham Tring
sé khong danh nhiéu thoi gian nghi dén né, thé 14 nhitng suy nghi nay chi kip vut 1én trong dau cdu, roi lap
tte hi sinh.

Mot lic sau, bén ngoai mo ho truyeén dén tiéng chudéng dién thoai.

Tham Trimg nhan ra d6 1a dién thoai ctia Hodc Canh Than, con dbi phuong chi thodng gidt minh, nhiu may,
lau sach bot nuée, di ra ngoai bat dién thoai. Thadm Tring lai tiép tuc ngdm minh trong bon tam thém lat
nita, mai dén khi cAm thidy mo mang, méi ding day bude ra khéi bon, thudn tay cam lay cai 4o tim khodc
lén ngudi, vé phong ngi.

Hoac Canh Than nhiu chit 16ng may, sac mit nghiém trong, Tham Tritmg theo ban ning cAm thiy khong
on, thitc thoi im miéng, lat sau Hodc Canh Than ciip may, tram giong néi: “Canh Dung xay ra chuyén.”

X4y ra chuyén?
Tham Tritng ngac nhién, mot chit ciing khong thét ra dugec.

Lan cudi cting nghe tin titc cia Hoic Canh Dung la qua dién thoai, nghe dau ciu dy di theo doan phim dén
Vién quay ngoai canh, lic dé hai ngudi con han huyén véi nhau, Hodc Canh Dung duong nhu rat thich bo
phim nay, thoi gian quay phim hét stic hao himg, Tham Tring khong bao gid ngd dén, lai nghe mét cau nhu
thé tit Hoac Canh Than.

Céu ha hdc miéng, di dén bén canh Hodc Canh Than, ha thip giong néi: “Rét cudc 1 xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Tai nan xe ¢d.” giong Hofic Canh Than déu déu, sic mit tai nhot, “Pang cip ctiu trong bénh vién, nhung .

“Nhung céi gi?” Tham Tring nghe véy, trong long nhip nhém khéng yén lai khéng dam tin, mudn biét dap
4n, lai sg khong tai nao tiép nhan thuc té.

“Nhung c4 chiéc xe gan nhu bi téng nat . . . ” Hofic Canh Than liéc nhin ciu, giong néi mang theo si lanh
dam: “Xin 161, cau di nghi di, to6i phai di gidi quyét chuyén nay.”

Cé chiéc xe gan nhu bi téng nat . . . . Tinh hudng nay chi ¢ thé lanh it dit nhiéu, c6 1é tinh mang ciia
Hoéc Canh Dung dang giap nguy hiém. Tham Tring mit trang béch, kiém ché su hodng loang trong long,
can moi, hoi thang: “Anh phai lap tic bay qua d6 ha?”

Db6i phuong gat dau.

Tham Trimg ngang dau 1én, ¢b chdp néi: “T6i di véi anh.”
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Hodc Canh Than khéng néi gi, 4nh mit day phtic tap, khong cich nao hinh dung cdm xtc trong long lic
nay.

ki

“Canh Dung ciing 1 ban t6i” Tham Trimg khong phéat hién giong néi cdu dang run ray, ciing khong hay
biét sic mit ban than lic nay do dan ra sao, khé khdc boi thém mot cau, “Dé t6i di”

Hai ngudi déu giit im ling, Tham Trimg thit ndm tay dbi phuong, lic nay méi hay tay ctia Hodc Canh Than
lanh 1o mét céch qué déng, khéng nhin duge ndm chit hon. Ma Hofc Canh Than nhu bi dong téc clia cdu
lam gidt minh bing tinh, may gidy sau nim lai tay cau, dong thdi goi dién thoai cho trg ly Giang, béo dbi
phuong dit vé may bay, ké d6 lién lac véi Hodc Canh Nghi, dau tién 1a néi vé chuyén Hoic Canh Dung &
nudc ngoai gip tai nan, sau dé bdo cho biét anh sé 1ap ttc bay qua d6, dong thdi tam giao cong ty lai cho
d6i phuong quan 1.

Chuyén bay dén Ao khong nhiéu 18m, chuyén sém nhét ciing phai dén séng sém mai, Tham Trimg & bén
canh nhin Hoac Canh Than ban giao tat ci cong viéc, chim chii nhin guong mit bo phd sau muoén ay, lai
khong thé phét ra bat ludn Am thanh nao, ma cau ciing khong biét nén néi gi.

D muén néi véi ddi phuong, Hodc Canh Dung nhéat dinh khéng sao dau, nhung nhd dau . . . . Nha dau
Hodc Canh Dung that su xay ra chuyén gi, thi phai lam sao day? Cau khéng thé néi ra nhitng ciu an ti vo
trach nhiém nhu vy, ciing khong biét ban than phai lam gi cho ding, chi c¢6 thé ngdy ngdc ndm chit tay
ddi phuong, ¢b ging sudi am cho ban tay lanh gid Ay.

Mot 14t sau, Hodc Canh Than ciip dién thoai, van khong néi lay mot cau, ciing khong bo tay Tham Trimg
ra, giébng nhu khong chi ¥ dén su ton tai cia Tham Trimg trong phong ngii, 4&nh mét nhu bay vé phuong
xa, guong mit ban than.

Tham Tring t6i gid méi phat hién trén ngusi Hodc Canh Than toan bot nudc, bén hong chi quin hd mot
cai khin tdm, lo d6i phuong bi cAm, hip tap di 1ay khin lai lau khé ngudi cho déi phuong, ma trong toan
b6 qué trinh nay, Hoac Canh Than khéng hé c6 phan tng, im ling mic cAu thao ting, Tham Trimg voi
vang mic 4o tdm roi cot day lai cho dbi phuong, ké d6 cam méy sdy dé siy téc cho dbi phuong, lam xong
moi thit, Hodc Canh Than van duy tri sy im ling.

Vita nghi t6i Hoic Canh Dung & nudc ngoai xa xoi, Tham Trimg cdm thay nhu lita d6t trong long, nhung
so véi tinh hudng chua biét r6 ctia Hoic Canh Dung, tinh trang ciia Hoac Canh Than cé vé khéng 6n hon.
Anh khong néi 16i ndo, ciing khéng cit déng, sic mit md mit ngodi bén mép giudng, khong biét dang nghi gi,
toan than anh toat ra hoi thé nén néng cling sau lo, nhung lai ¢b géng &p ché cdm xic nay, khién anh tréng
that toi tam.

Tham Trimg nhin thodng qua dong ho dé ban, dang 14 budi chiéu, ho da 16 gid com trua, Tham Tritng nhin
Hoéc Canh Than, dtng day roi di, xudng lau di dén phong bép chuan bi mot vai mén, bung trd lai phong
ngu.

“Hodc Canh Than.” cdu ngip ngimg lén tiéng, “T6i chuan bi miy mén, anh mudn &n khong?”

Hoéc Canh Than givong mat nhin cdu, 4nh mét t6i sam, dudng nhu phai tén vai phit dé nhan ra cau 1a ai,
cham chap lac dau, “Khong can, t6i khong muén an.”

“An di” Tham Tring hiém khi t6 thai do kién quyét nhu viy, “Toi biét anh thich &n mén nay, dimg vién
Iy do kén an.” cAdu ham mot noi nude 1o thit bo, lai trung thém it mi, nhe dé tiéu héa, Hodc Canh Than
khong bao gid &n thit bo, nhung néu ndu kiéu nay thi an.

“T6i that su khong mudn &n.” Hodc Canh Than thing thimg tit chdi, “Toi hién tai khéng mudn &n gi hét,

em dé toi yén tinh mot minh di.”

Tham Trimg hit sdu mét hoi, b ging &p ché cAm xtc ban than, tha nhe giong, uyén chuyén néi: “Tdi biét

anh rat lo ling, nhung hém nay anh gan nhu chua &n gi, nhidu it gi ciing nén &n mot chit . . . . Hay anh
mudn an gi thi cit néi véi toi, téi di chuan bi. Canh Dung da xay ra chuyén roi, anh c¢6 nhu thé nay ciing
khoéng gitip ich dude gi . . . . Anh &n xong r6i tdi s& di, khong tiép tuc quiy ray anh nita.”

Hofic Canh Than khong néi gi, chi 1dng ling nhin cau.
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Tham Trimg nging lai, ldy diia gdp mot miéng thit bo, thdi ngudi, ké dé dua t6i bén miéng Hofc Canh
Than.

C6 vé nhu Hodc Canh Than vi hanh déng dot ngét ciia cdu ma liy lam bat ngd, nhung khong nghe theo
cdu md miéng &n miéng thit, trai lai tranh mit cau, dung thai do dé bay t6 su cu tuyét.

Nhung Tham Trimg khong c¢é ¥ dinh It bude, ngoan ¢b duy tri tu thé dé, khong biét qua bao lau, 16t cude
Hoéc Canh Than nhin cdu mot cai, réi ha miéng cin thit, tit tén nhai, cudi ciing nudt xuéng. Tham Trimg
nam chéc co hoi, lai dat déi phuong &n mi, hip nita t6 nuée léo, xong nhanh nhen thu don do rdi di. Vi cdu
biét hién gid Hodc Canh Than chi muén mét minh, nén dén tan trude gid com cau khong quay lai quiy ray
d6i phuong.

Céu ngdi trong phong sach ctia Hoic Canh Than, su kinh hoang ciing khong ddm tin lic méi dau khi nghe
dugc tin dit da voi bét, hién tai chi con lai thap thém lo 4u. Vi trén trdnh cdm xtc bon bé trong long, cau
khéng nhd trg 1y lam thay, ma tu chay vé nha mot chuyén, thu don hanh trang don gidn cung gidy td can
dé xuét ngoai rdi tré vé Hodc trach.

Hoéc Canh Than nhét dinh dang rat lo ling, nhung anh khong hé c¢6 ¥ dinh tAm su v6i Tham Trimg, ciing
khong can Tham Trimg an Gi. Tham Tring khong gitp ich duge gi, chi c¢6 thé ép anh an hét bita com, roi
thu don chén bat rdi di, gibng nhu ltic chiéu, sin séc dé lai khong gian riéng tu cho anh.

Tuy Hodc Canh Than khong mdé miéng néi thang ra, nhung Tham Trimg cho rang dém nay minh nén tim
chd khéc ngt thi t6t hon, nén chay di kiém ngudi hau mugn cai chan, du dinh qua dém trén s6 pha trong
phong sach ctia Hofic Canh Than. S6 pha rong rai lai ém, khong thua gi giuong, ching qua Tham Trimg
nam hoi lau, vin khong cam thiy budn ngu.

Gifta dém khuya im &ng, cita bdng dung bi mé ra.
Tham Tritng ngay ra, dén khi thdy ngudi budc vao thi khong khéi gidt minh, “Xay ra chuyén gi sao?”

Séc mit Hodc Canh Than khéng tot 1dm, day 1a diéu hiém thay trén mit Hodc Canh Than, giong néi anh
c6 vé cing nhac: “Em & day lam gi.”

“T6i cho rang anh mubn ngd mdt minh.” Tham Trimg khong hiéu 1dm, nhung van kién tri giai thich ro: “0
day c6 hé théng sudi, s6 pha ciing ém, to6i ngt ¢ day 1a duge rdi.”

“Em chua néi véi téi” Hodc Canh Than nhiu may.

Tham Trimg ngo ngac, khong hiéu ban than da choc gian d6i phuong lic nao, dé dit néi: “MAy chuyén nhd
nhit ¢ nay khéng can lam phién dén anh . . . . O, c6 phai x4y ra chuyén gi khong?”

“Khong xay ra chuyén gi ca.” ddi phuong tra 15i ngin gon.

N6i thi néi thé, nhung Hodc Canh Than lai di dén nim ¢ tay Tham Trimg, Tham Trimg bat ngd khong
kip dé phong, bi d6i phuong kéo day, Hoic Canh Than budc di cuc nhanh, cidu gan nhu bi 16i theo, chi cé
thé ting téc méi mién cudng dudi kip dbi phuong, khong hé bat ngd, ho quay trd lai phong ngt ctia Hodc
Canh Than, Tham Trimg bi ddy lén giuong, tham chi chua kip m& miéng, toan than da bi vii trong 16p
chin bong day dan mém mai.

Bén dudi 16p chin bong, tay clia Hodc Canh Than van dang ndm chiit ¢d tay cdu, anh hoi manh tay, khién
cdu cam gidc dau nhéi, nhung Tham Trimg ciing khong 1én tiéng nhic nhd dbi phuong boé tay ra.

R

“Tb6i tudng anh muén mot minh . . . .7 ciu hoang mang néi.

“Hién tai thi khong” cach néi ciia Hodc Canh Than lic nay hoan toan khéng c6 ti 1& dd nao, dudng nhu con
thap thodng su nén néng dau day.

Trai qua thoi gian dai bén nhau, cdm xic ctia Hode Canh Than ching nhitng khéng ¢é chuyén bién tét dep,
ma trai lai cang lic cang khé long ndm bat. Chung quy ct cdm thiy khong 6n, nhung rét cudc 1a chuyén
gl dang dién ra? Tham Trimg mé mudi nghi, nhung khong hé biéu hién ra ngoai, dua sat vio ddi phuong,
ngoan ngoan khong nhiéu 15i.
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Cau tu trudc dén gio khong phai hang ngusi nhanh moém nhanh miéng, gip tinh huéng thé nay ciing khong
biét nén néi gi dé an i Hoic Canh Than, chi c6 thé dung nhiét d6 co thé minh suéi A&m cho ddi phuong.
May ma dbi phuong khéng cu tuyét cAu nhu lic ban dau, sau mot phit do du, anh lai vuon tay 6m cau.
Tham Tritg suy nghi mét chéc, dung tay an i vudt ve bd lung d6i phuong, tuy Hofic Canh Than van im
lang nhu cfi, nhung hoi thd mang theo su nén néng ciia anh da diu xuéng dan.

Hai ngudi 6m lay nhau, bat tri bat gidc chim vio gidc ngt. Tinh lai 1an nita, 1a do bi mot hdi chuéng dién
thoai quen thuoc danh thie, Thadm Trimg ngai ngt dui m&t, & trong béng t6i thadm thim, cAu nhin theo
Hoéc Canh Than dwa lung vé phia cau dimg day tiép dién thoai, giong néi ciia Hodc Canh Than binh &n,
sau khi trao déi miy cau véi dau kia ctia dién thoai, bén ctip may.

“Xay ra chuyén gi?” Tham Tring hoang mang héi thim.
“Canh Dung tinh lai 16i” Hodc Canh Than trd lai giuong, binh tinh néi.

“Piing 1a t6t qua!” Tham Tring cadm thay thu thai hon, ting d4 bi treo lo liing cudi cling cé thé tha xubng.
Hodc Canh Dung con séng, viy 1a di 1am rdi, Tham Trimg nhét thoi khong nhin duge, kich déng 6m cham
lay dbi phuong, sau dé nhut chot nhé ra diéu gi, can than do hoéi: “VAy . . . . Vét thuong clia ciu ay sao
16i?”

“C6 mot s6 chd bi gy xuong, con lai thi khong ro, cé diéu khong nguy hiém dén tinh mang” Hodc Canh
Than nhin cdu mot cdi, “Ngay mai qua dé roi sé biét, mau ngt di.”

Tham Trimg nghe 16i anh ndm xudng, nhung ching con t{ cdm gide budn ngi ndo. Pdi véi cdu ma néi, ngdy
hém nay qué théat 1a mot ngdy gian nan, dau tién 13 biét tin Hoic Canh Dung gip chuyén khong may, ké
dé 1a su bat thuong ctia Hodc Canh Than, Tham Trimg mot bén thi lo 1ing cho vét thuong ctia Hodc Canh
Dung, mét bén thi ban long vi Hodc Canh Than, may ma Hofic Canh Dung con séng. Cau nghi vay, lai
khong nhin duge dom tréom Hodc Canh Than.

Hoac Canh Than ciing chua ngt, nhin tran nha, gidng nhu dang suy tu. Nhung day ciing cé thé 1a 4o gidc
ctia Tham Trimg ma thoi, du sao ciing 13 trong béng tbi, chi dura vao chiit 4nh sang lay 14t tit bén ngoai cita
s6, khong nhin 16 duge biéu hién ciia Hodc Canh Than, tham chi dén duong nét guong mat anh con chang
thay nita la.

“Sao vay.” Tham Trimg do du trong gidy lat, cudi ciing van quyét dinh nhé giong héi: “Anh con dang lo
lang cho Canh Dung a?”

Hofic Canh Than khéng tra 18i, chi ldng ling nhin cdu, khéng néi vao vin dé, “Ngi di.”

Tham Tring nghe theo 16i anh nham mét lai, nhung khéong tai nao ngii dude, lat qua lat lai, cudi cling van

ctt tinh rui. Cau bat dic di ngdi day, Hodc Canh Than nam bén canh lap ttic bat 14y ¢d tay ciu, nhe giong
hoi: “Tham Trimg?”

DAy chiic chdn 1a ¥ lai, con ngudi khi g&p phai dau thuong hay bat an dai dé déu hy vong ¢6 ngudi bau ban
bén canh, di 1a Hodc Canh Than ciing khéng ngoai 1¢, nén hanh déng kéo tay cAu hién tai ctia d6i phuong
c6 thé xem 1a kha hop 1y. Du biét 13 vy, nhung cdm gidc dude dbi phuong can va ¥ lai khién Tham Trimg
cam thay thoa man d6i chut.

Tham Trimg vd v tay dbi phuong dé tran an, tha nhe giong néi: “T6i thiy khéng budn ngti . . . . Anh
ngu trude di.”

Ho&c Canh Than binh tinh nhin cau, sau cung, dap lai: “T6i cing khong ngt duge.”

Tham Tring ngiy ra, khong biét phai tra 16i thé nao, danh phai thit tham do: “T6i dinh di lam thtc dn
khuya, anh muén an khong?”

Hodc Canh Than khéng néi chuyén, miy gidy sau thi gat dau.

Vi dém da khuya, &n nhe méi thich hgp, Tham Trimg lay nudc leo thit bo con du, bat lita, lai tim thém
nguyén liéu niu an, chuan bi ndu mo6t nodi chdo. Lic cau ban biu trong phong bép, Hodc Canh Than ciing
khéng & yén trong phong ngti dgi cdu, ma trai lai di theo dén phong bép. Tuy bi ngudi khéc nhin chim

85



chém that su hoi xdu hé, nhung Tham Trimg da nhanh chéng thich tng, dong tac xat hanh gon ghé, dong
thoi bé gao ciing nhitng nguyén liéu da xat xong vao noéi nau.

Dai chdo niu xong, da 1a chuyén mot lic sau. Tham Trimg mic mot chén chdo dua cho Hodc Canh Than,
tuy cau da chuan bi tadm 1y sin sang rang Hodc Canh Than sé kén an nhu trong qué khit, nao ngd dau Hodc
Canh Than ding mudng mic chio &n, lai khéng hé bsi méc lua ca rét va hanh ra.

Tham Trig thodng ngac nhién nhin d6i phuong, lai iy dua mubi tit trong ti lanh ra, gip mot it dit lén
ban, 16i cling tu mic chdo an.

Khong biét qua bao lau, Hodc Canh Than béng md miéng néi: “Chuyén ban chiéu, xin 16i em.”
Tham Trimg trai lai khéng dé bung, “Khéng can xin 15i, t6i biét anh dang lo ling cho Canh Dung.’

Hudng ho Hodc Canh Than co ban ching can phai xin 16i cdu, anh chdng qua mudn mot minh dé binh tAm
lai, khong né nang tir chdi cdu théi, gip phai tinh hudng dé, thi thai do thing thing nhu viy 1a chuyén
thuong tinh, nén Tham Trimg ching may may téc gidn, du cAu khéng con ém hy vong hio huyén véi Hodce
Cénh Than tit lJau ldm rdi, nhung khi thiy duge mot mit chan that ctia dbi phuong, cau khong cich nao
khéng ché ban than ding vui tham trong long.

“La do anh khéng tét.” Hoac Canh Than dudng nhu hiém khi t6 ra ludng It nhu vy, “Anh . . . ”

Tham Trimg khong biét rét cude ddi phuong mudn néi gi, ciing chang cdm thiy chuyén ban chiéu c6 gi déng
dé bung, nén thang thing néi: “Anh khéng can néi vay, t6i cling phai xin 15i. Du anh khéng mudn &n, t6i
ciing khong nén can thiép, phai cdm on vi anh chiu an dd t6i ndu dé ch” ciu suy nghi trong gidy 1at, sau
d6 cham chuée lya tu: “Anh gidn a7”

Céu nhé dén lic Hodc Canh Than vao phong sach, khong tt hit mét tiéng da 16i cdu vé phong ngi.

Du sao Hodic Canh Dung x4y ra tai nan, Hoac Canh Than tit dau chi cudi luén kiém nén cam xiic, chi thinh
thoang théng qua hanh dong va ngén nglt méi nhan ra noi tAm bat én ciia anh, anh qua thét rat lo ling cho
tai nan ctia Hoac Canh Dung, c¢6 diéu khéng mudn néi ra miéng ma théi. Roi sau dé bat cdu trd vé phong
ngt, nhung van khéng mudn néi gi, chi don gidn 1a cAn mot ngudi bau ban tam thoi.

Hanh déng nay v6i mot nguoi nhu Hodc Canh Than, qua that khéng tam thudng ti ndo, ¢6 thé thay dia vi
ciia Hodc Canh Dung trong long Hoac Canh Than rat quan trong.

“T6i khong gian cau” Hofc Canh Than ngac nhién néi.

“Vay thi t6t 16i” Tham Tring nhoén miéng cudi, “Thé thi xem nhu hué nhé, sao nao?”

Hodc Canh Than mudn néi lai thoi, ding mot &nh mit khién ngudi khac khé 1ong 1y gidi dé nhin cau, nhung
cubi ciing van chi im ling gat dau, roi tiép tuc dn chdo. Tham Trimg nhin déi phuong, bdng cdm nhan mot
thit cam xiic khé ta bang 191, cau ctt cAm thay hanh vi ctia Hoac Canh Than that kha nghi, tAm trang anh
c6 vé nhu rat tét, nén méi &n hét cd ca rét cling hanh trong chao, nhung cich nghi nay khéng cé bat luan
can ctt gi, néi khong ching Hoac Canh Than chi dang déi bung ma thoi.

Cau nghi dén day, ben khong nghi tiép nita. Nhin lai thiy chén ciia Hoic Canh Than da tréng khong, lién
cam chén chéo ding day héi anh: “Mubn an thém chén nita khong? T6i nhé gis com anh &n cling khong
nhiéu.”

Hodc Canh Than hau nhu khéng suy nghi, lap tic gat dau, chi 13 khong biét vi ¢6 gi, 4nh méit anh lai tap
trung nhin vao Tham Trimg, nhung qua guong mit qua mic binh tinh nhu trude gid ctia anh khién ngusi
khéc khong tai ndo nhin thiu cdm xic trong anh.

16. Chuong 16

Séng ngay hom sau, ho y theo du dinh dén san bay, dén chuyén bay di Ao.
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Chéc do biét trude tin tic em trai da khéng con gdp nguy hiém vé tinh mang, Hodc Canh Than da khéi
phuc vé tran tinh tu nhién moi ngay, thang lung di phia trude, gidi quyét tat ca thi tuc bay, Tham Tring
thau tat ca vao mat, tu nhién thidy nhe nhém han.

Trai qua hanh trinh dai subt mudi hai tiéng, vi bi tré chuyén, liic dén san bay Vién da gan trua.

Ho#c Canh Than va Tham Trimg tat ngang mét quan in & gan san bay &n trua, ké d6 trg 1y ciia Hodc Canh
Dung dén dén ho. Ba ngudi voi vang dén bénh vién, trg Iy din ho dén phong bénh ciia Hofc Canh Dung,
tuy Tham Trimg da chudn bi sdn tam 1y, nhung d6t ngét nhin thiy Hoic Canh Dung toan than dugc bao
boc bdi bing gat, tay chan duge bé bot treo lén, hién nhién chua budc xudng giudng duge, trong long khong
khoi x6t xa.

Hoéc Canh Dung nam trén giudng bénh, duong nhu dang lim dim, khi thodng tréng thiy ho lap titc 16 ra
biéu hién rat ngac nhién, “Sao hai ngudi t6i day?”

Giong Hoac Canh Than lanh nhat, gan nhu muén giy su, “Em cho rang tui anh khong nén dén?”

Hodc Canh Dung sitng sot, ngo ngac nhin anh minh, khong biét phai ting xit thé nao, chi danh dua d4nh mat
cau ctru nhin Tham Trimg.

Tham Trimg thodng gidt minh, nhe nhang kéo géc 4o Hofic Canh Than, ma Hofic Canh Than nhu hoan
toan khong nhan ra hanh dong ciia cdu, van gitt vé mat lanh ling nghiém khac ding trudc giudng, giong
diéu nghiém khic: “Tu em néi di, rét cude 1a chuyén thé nao. Pimg dé cho anh biét 1a em giy hoa.”

Anh bay ra diéu b quyét khong thoéa hiép, sic mit Hofc Canh Dung cting do, im ling miy gidy, méi ué oai
néi: “Thi gip tai nan giao thong . . . . D6i phuong say rugu lai xe tong em, em 1 ngudi bi hai d6! That!”

“Anh nhé binh thudng em rat it khi tu lai xe.” Hodc Canh Than té thai d6 nghi ngd, khong né mit chan 15
cau.

“Ngudi gdy tai nan khong phai em, 1a . . . . 1a mot ngudi ddng nghiép ctia em . . . 7 Khong biét tai vi sao,
ltic Hodc Canh Dung néi dén day thi hoi guc dau xubng, biéu hién chot da thay ro.

“Mot ngudi dong nghiép.” Hofc Canh Than lip lai, gidng nhu dang suy ngdm ham ¥ dai biéu ciia tit nay,
mAy phit sau, méi mé miéng néi: “Em nghi ngoi di, anh ra ngoai.” lai quay dau qua néi véi Tham Trimg:
“Em & lai v6i né, 14t nita anh tré lai”

Tham Trimg biét c6 1& Hodc Canh Than muén di hoéi thim bac si bénh tinh ctia Hodc Canh Dung thé nao
1oi, nén khong c6 gi thac mac, nghe 16i gt dau, nhin theo Hoac Canh Than dan trg 1y ctia Hodc Canh Dung
di ra ngoai, cau kéo mot cai ghé ngdi xudng, cdm thian néi: “May ma cdu khong sao, lic nghe dudc tin, that
st 1a lam t6i bang hoang hoang sg.”

“T6i méi s¢ hon ne.” Hoac Canh Dung buc boi néi, “Ré rang da nhd ngudi goi dién bao binh an rdi, két qua
hai ngusi van dén day.”

Tham Trimg cudi, néi giong chan thanh: “Anh Ay rat lo cho cau.”

Hoéc Canh Dung ling di, c6 chiit mat tu nhién né tranh 4nh mit cAu, “V6 nghia, t6i duong nhién biét.”
Tinh tinh cdu ta vAn nhu truée day, hon nita trén mit khong ¢é nét budn khé bi sbe ma ngudi vita gip tai
nan tan khéc nén cé, nghi dén vét thuong nay thoat nhin nghiém trong, nhung chic khéng nghiém trong
dén do khong tai nao hdi phuc nhu cii, chi can mot thai gian 13 lanh 1in thoi, Tham Tring nghi téi day, cubi
cung cung yén tam.

“Néu cau thiy ranh thi got tdo di”” Hoac Canh Dung hat ham sai khién cdu nhu ding rdi, khong hé biét
khéch sdo 1a gi, “Poan lam phim c6 tdng mdt bich tédo 16n, nhung trg I ctia t6i khong biét got.”

“Hién git cau an tdo dugc r6i?” Tham Trimg sing sot.

“Khong phai téi mudén &n, 1a dé cho anh t6i va trg 1y &n” Hodc Canh Dung nhé dén canh giing co clia hai
anh em hdi ndy, van con thay s¢ khiép, lai quay qua ludm ciu, néi giong doc dia: “C6 phai cau khéng mudn
got tdo cho ngudi bénh khong?”
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Tham Trimg da quen véi tinh céch ctia ciu ta, nén cha gidn, chi cudi cudi, lum mét trai tdo 1én bt dau cit
got, gibng nhu lic Hodc Canh Than nam vién, cat trai tdo thanh hinh thé ddng yéu, xép ngay ngan vao hop
chan khong, Hodc Canh Dung do du mét théi mot hdi, cudi ciing gom hét quyét tAm néi: “Cau cé thé gitip
t6i mot viéc khong?”

Cau ta rat it khi diing thai d6 gan nhu yéu thé nay dé néi chuyén, Tham Tritg ngdm nghi trong dau, nhung
khong biéu hién ra ngoai, chi hoi lai: “Viéc gi? Chi can t6i lam dugc, sé khong tit chdi.”

“Pi tham ngudi bénh § mot phong bénh khic” Hodc Canh Dung tra 16i cé vé ngip ngiing, trén mit toat ra
st ngugng ngiu hiém thay, “Néu nhu anh ta tinh roi, tdo . . . . Cho anh ta mot it ciing khong sao.”

Tham Trimg ciing khéng vach tran su khic thuong ciia déi phuong, khé cusi néi: “Puge.”

Céu cam theo hop tdo, ra khoéi phong bénh ctia Hodc Canh Dung, di men theo hanh lang, ching méy chéc
da tim dugc phong bénh theo 1di miéu ta ctia Hodc Canh Dung. Cau lich sut g6 ctta, nhung khong mot tiéng
dap trd, bén tu ¥ mé cita di vao, khién cdu ngd ngang, chinh 13 Hoac Canh Than dang & trong phong bénh.
Tham Tritng ding budce, Hodc Canh Than liéc thiy cau, ngac nhién héi: “Sao em t6i day?”

“Canh Dung nhd t6i di ting tdo cho . . . 7 cAu dom 1én ngudi bénh nam trén giudng, song khi phét hién
ban than nhin ra guong mat ay thi lai giat ban, “Cho dong nghiép ctia cAu dy. Anh ciling t6i tham anh iy
ar”

“Chi t6i nhin thit ra sao théi” Hofdc Canh Than tra 1oi ngan gon.

Ngudi ndm trén giudng bénh, van ding thai do tram ling d6i xit véi Hodc Canh Than, dudi ngusi mot cach
khach sdo, “Tb6i khong c6 gi dé noi, Hodc tién sinh. T6i can nghi ngoi.” anh néi xong, dwa mat nhin vé phia
Tham Tritng, “Lan dau giap mit, anh 13 Tham Trimg phai khong?”

Tham Trimg khong ngd dbi phuong biét cau, bi bang hoang tam thoi, mau méan di dén giudng bénh, lich su
chao hoi, “Nguong mo6 da lau, anh Chung.”

Khoéng nghi dén ngum gap tai nan chung v6i Hodc Canh Dung, lai 1a ngudi canh tranh gidi &nh dé subt ngay
dinh trén miéng Hodc Canh Dung, tuy rang caAm gidc § trong dé c6 ndi tinh ma cau khong biét, nhung hién
gid Tham Trimg chua c6 thoi gian dé suy nghi, tro chuyén méy ciu véi dbi phuong, roi dua hop tdo dang
cam trong tay qua cho anh, “Day 1a Hodc Canh Dung nhd t6i mang dén, anh Chung ¢6 muén &n khong?”
Chung Hoanh khong bing bé kin mit nhu Hodc Canh Dung, ciing khéng bé bét, nén theo vo thitc Tham
Tring cho rang d6i phuong bi thuong tuong dbi nhe, nén méi hdi vay.

“Khéng can.” Chung Hoanh tit chéi thang thig, “Anh dem vé di.”

Tham Trimg khong ngd sé bi tit chdi, nhin thai do déi phuong t6 ré khéng mudn nhidu 16i, mét lic sau, cau
va Hoac Canh Than ciing nhau cdo tit.

Hai ngudi mét truée mot sau di trén hanh lang, Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu dang suy tu, nén nay gié van
ctt im ling, Tham Trimg chan chi, cudi cing tim dai mot dé tai dé néi, “Tinh trang ctia anh Chung thé
ndo? Tréng c6 vé nhu khé 6n, khéng nghiém trong nhu Canh Dung . . . 7

Hoac Canh Than thoang ngac nhién nhin cu, lac dau, “Khoéng, anh ta bi ning hon Canh Dung”

“Y anh 13 sa0?” Tham Trung ngéy ra.

Hoéc Canh Than tra 16i ngdn gon stc tich, nhung lai khién ngudi nghe run ban bat, “Anh hoi bac si roi, vét
thuong ctia Canh Dung chi can diéu dudng may thang 1a khong sao. Nhung vét thuong ciia anh Chung . . .
. DU c6 tap vat 1y tri liéu trudng ky, cling khong c¢é kha ning hoi phuc nhu cit”

“Canh Dung biét chuyén cht?” Tham Trimg chot nhé dén lic Hodc Canh Dung nhd céu di ting tdo, sic
mat nguong ngiu, ngay ttc khac hiéu ra.

“Anh Chung khéng muén dé né biét.” Hoic Canh Than khéo 1éo tra 15i.
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Hai ngudi tram méc séng vai nhau bude di, 1at sau da vé t6i phong bénh ciia Hofic Canh Dung, Hodc Canh
Dung dang budn chén nam trén giusng bénh, nhin thdy Tham Trimg di vao, cd hop tdo tra vé chi cii trén
tay cdu, dudng nhu cdm thay khé tin, “Chung Hoanh chua tinh?”

“Khong, anh ay tinh r6i” Tham Tring thidy Hodc Canh Than khéng cé ¥ mé miéng, danh phai de dit néi:
“Anh Chung khéng muén nhén.”

Hoéc Canh Dung stmg sot trong gidy 1at, roi ngay 1ap tic quay phit di, gidn néi: “Khéng lay thi thoi, lam
nhu can 1dm.” cdu ta diing giong diéu ham huc, nhung bat ct ai ciing ¢6 thé nhan ra, trén mit ciu ta song
song hién 1én sy mat mat khong cich nao che gidu.

Vi Iy do céng viée, cong thém tinh trang ctia Hoic Canh Dung khong nghiém trong nhu trong tuéng tuong,
nén Tham Trimg chi nan lai Vién may ngay rdi dit vé, chuan bi bay vé. C6 diéu, ngay Hodc Canh Than
tién cdu ra san bay, bau khong khi gitta hai ngudi mang lai cam gidc ky quic.

May ngay nay, hai ngudi & tai mot khach san gan bénh vién, Hoac Canh Than ngoai trit di thim bénh Hoéc
Céanh Dung, con dic biét danh tron mét ngay dan Tham Trimg di ngdm phong canh thanh phd Vién.

Tham Trimg cing khong tir chdi, Hodc Canh Than nim tay cu sudt doc dudng di. Ching qua lic bit dau
hinh nhu dbi phuong khéng cadm thiy cé van dé gi v6i cach cu xit ciia ban than, mai dén khi Tham Tring
nhan duge vo sb nu cudi thién chi tit nguoi di duong, roi thiy xau hd, khong tu chii giat giat ban tay dang
bi cam, Hoc Canh Than méi phat giac, lap tic tha tay ra.

Sau diy, khoang thdi gian hai ngudi bén nhau tré nén rat la.

That ra Tham Trimg c6 thé hiéu, Hoic Canh Than dit tay ciu, dai khai khéng phai cb ¥ lam thé, chi la
hanh dong trong vo thitc, khéng mang y nghia diic biét gi, nhung Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu théat su khong
cht tdm ban than da lam gi, sau khi tha tay cdu ra, tu nhin tay minh véi vé khong dam tin.

Bau khong khi gitta hai ngudi trd nén gugng gao, may ma Chuong Trudng Bich goi dién dén, héi cau mau
chéng tré vé, Tham Trimg méi c6 1y do dé di.

“Sau khi vé, néu c¢6 chuyén gi thi goi dién cho anh.” Hoic Canh Than ding chit giong binh &n néi.

Tham Tring git dau, mim cudi néi: “Toi biét roi.”

Hai ngudi ding mat d6i mat trong san bay, nhung tiép theo lai khéng biét néi gi, chua dén thoi gian lam
thii tuc, tinh trang ctia Hodc Canh Dung ciing khéng phai mot dé tai dang néi, Tham Tritng ngugng ngiu
nhin xubng dat, trong dau dang suy tu xem nén lam gi cho phai, lai thodng nhin thiy ngén tay Hoac Canh
Than nhiic nhich, dudng nhu muén dua vé phia cadu, Tham Tring ngude dau lén, thi thidy Hodc Canh Than
dang gan sat, ké d6 dit 1én mit cAu mdt nu hon kiém nén ngin ngui.

Tham Tritg thodng gidt minh, lai nhin tay ciia Hoic Canh Than, ban tay von mudn viuon dén khong biét
da rat lai tit thué nao. Cau thay hoi thit vong, nhung khong biéu hién ra ngoai, cudi cting Hofic Canh Than
ciing di, moét minh Tham Tring dip may bay vé nude.

Sau chuyén bay kéo dai hon mudi mot tiéng, Tham Tritg budce ra san bay, ngdi trén xe ctia Hodc gia. Trudc
day Hodc Canh Than da din, sé bao ngudi dén dén cau, nén cau khong lién lac nhd trg Iy dén san bay dén,
lén xe vé thing Hodc trach.

Uéc chimg hai tudn sau, Hofc Canh Than cudi cling ciing tit Ao trd vé.

Ngay dbi phuong vé, Tham Trimg dang ban cong tic & viing khic, chuong trinh am thic xuit ban sich day
nau an méi, rat duge hoan nghénh, Tham Trimg phai dén ving khic ky tén cho sich, mai dén dém hom
khuya khodc méi vac xéc vé Hodc trach, con Hodc Canh Than dang ngdi trong phong khach, gibng nhut bao
thud, tay cam mét ly ca phé, quay dau nhin vé phia cdu, giong néi 6n hoa: “Em da ve.”

Tham Tring ngd ra, khée méi vo thitc nhuén cao, “Téi tudng anh con phai & lai ddy mot thoi gian, tinh
trang ctia Canh Dung sao 1di?”

“Né con phai diéu dudng thém mot thoi gian, dgi én dinh hon sé vé.” Hodc Canh Than dit ly xudng, di vé
phia cdu, 4nh mat sdu tham, “Nhin em cé vé rat mét.”
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“Hoém nay md héi ky sach, ban rén ca ngay, tay méi nhit. Cudi tuan con mét hoi ki sich nita,  mién Nam.”
Tham Trimg khong dé ¥, tham chi con gio tay ra trudc mit Hodc Canh Than, thé hién cho anh thiy tay
minh citng ngac t4i ¢d nao.

Hodc Canh Than khéng néi gi, chi nim tay cdu, nin nin vudt vudt nhu thé dang xoa bép gitp cau, té ra
diém nhién néi: “Néu cdm thay mét qué, thi gidm bdt cong viéc 1a duge r6i” dbi phuong ngung lai, rdi diu
giong néi: “Néu nhu em ngai khong mubn tu néi véi ¢6 Chuong, anh c¢é thé néi dim em.”

Tham Tritng than ngusi.

Pay la lan dau tién Hodc Canh Than néi ra 16i nhu vdy, ¢6 ¥ dinh xen vao cong viéc clia cdu, mang tinh
chét hoan toan khéc biét véi viee gidi thiéu cong viéc cho cdu, Tham Trimg cdm thiy khé ngac nhién. May
phiit sau, cdu méi t6 ra khé xt tra 16i anh: “Cong viéc nay chic khong thé nao tit chdi duge, hudng chi lic
ky hop dong véi nha xuat ban, da dong 7 sé phdi hgp tuyén truyén . . . 7

“Khong sao.” Hodc Canh Than suy nghi mot chap, néi mot cdch nhe nhang, “T6i c6 thé bao tro 1y Giang
dén hoi thim quan 1y cdng ty d6, chuyén cat hop dong . . . 7

“Thét sy khong can” Tham Trimg voi ngan anh, “Téi ciing khong ghét cong viéc nay, hon nita toi da hita
v6i chi Chuong, sé hoan thanh tét cong viéc trude khi di

“Pi?” Hodc Canh Than hoi nheo mét.

Tham Trimg lap tic phat gidc ban than da 15 miéng, nhé dén 16i néi dbéi minh timg bia ra truée day, bén
thuan miéng néi: “Khong phai t6i néi roi sao, sang nidm mudn dén trudng & New York hoc tu nghiép dién
xuat? Dén lic dé cé 1& phai di mot thoi gian, chi Chuong mong t6i trude lic dé sé chiam chi lam viéc.”

Ho#c Canh Than c6 vé tram tu git dau, dai khéi 1a dang hdi tudng lai chuyén dé, Tham Trimg thé phao
mot hoi, lai nghe d6i phuong néi: “Chuyén lién lac v6i truong hoc sao roi? Néu em dong §, anh 7

Tham Tring khéng dé anh néi thém mot 151 nao nita, kéo 4o anh xubng, trong chép mat ngian miéng anh
lai.

Hoéc Canh Than ciing cha phai ngusi khong hiéu phong tinh, ngude lai, ngay lic duge Tham Trimg hon,
anh da 1ap tic dap lai. Céanh tay manh mé 6m cham Tham Trimg, hai tay du di gan nhu tinh sic trén co
thé cau, thinh thodng vudt ve dén nhiing noi nhay cam, Tham Tritng bi vudt ve dén toan than néng rang,
chi ¢é thé nén tiéng thé doc, gian nan ni non: “Um . . . . Pimg é day . . .

Day la phong khach, tuy biét ré ngudi hau trong Hodc trach déu ranh quan sat tinh hinh, tuyét déi sé khong
quay ray ho, nhung Tham Tritng khéng mudn lam chuyén dé & phong khach, chi 1a ho déu bitc thiét khat
vong qua miic, trong khoang thoi gian ngan tam thsi khong tai nao dat nhau ra.

Néi dén, qua that da mot quang thoi gian dai ho khong lam chuyén d6, dau tién 1a sy c¢b ctia Hodc Canh
Dung, ké dé 14 ra nudc ngoai thim bénh Hodc Canh Dung, tiép nita 13 hai tudn chia cach, tinh ra cling sip
ba tuan roi. Phat hién badn than ghi nhé 16 rang titng chi tiét clia nhitng viéc nhé nhit nay trong dau, dén
cé sb ngay ciing tinh toan ky cang, Tham Tring cam thay hoi xau ho.

“Em nhé anh 4?” Hodc Canh Than ghé st tai cau nho giong thi tham.

Tham Trimg néi khong nén 151, danh phai gat dau dai, Hodc Canh Than dang hon tai ciu, hoi thé néng
béng luét qua vanh tai, khién cdu run ngudi, tay chan nhu nhiin ra, hai ngudi lai trao nhau nhitng nu hon,
roi gip gap lén lau, tréd vé phong ngti, Hoic Canh Than khan cip déng cita khoa lai, tiép theo bit dau coi
ca vat vd 40 so mi ctia ban than, Tham Trimg cti dau khong dam nhin dbi phuong, nhung téc do cdi quan
40 thi khong cham lai.

Poi dén ldc trat bé hét moi rang budc, hai ngusi 6m nhau, tham chi khong kip doi dén giudng, & ngay trén
tham dién cudng doi hoi 1dn nhau, Tham Tring bat ra tiéng rén ri khong thé khéng ché, cdu bi hodng s¢
dén cyc han  Ho#éc Canh Than lai cti dau liém tinh khi ciia cau.

”

N « L A 2 S S 2 A N <
“Dimng liem.” cdu cam thay xau ho, “T6i con chua tam . . . .

“Khoéng sao, anh khong ngai” Hoic Canh Than tra 16i nhe nhu to.

90



Qua nhién c6 didu gi d6 khong én, chimg ua sach ctia Hoic Canh Than bay di dau rdi? Khing dinh c6 vin
dé ¢ day . . . . Nhung Tham Tritng con chua kip nghi k¥, da bi khoai cdm tit ha than cudp hét stic luc, chi
c6 thé mé rong dui, ddng thoi ndm dau téc ngin ctia Hodc Canh Than, ngén tay yéu 6t bau vao da dau déi
phuong.

“Um . ... Dbimg, doi da . ... Nha ra!” cAu chot phat ra tiéng cau khan hoang loan ma gap gép.

Nhung khéng con kip nita roi, Hoic Canh Than liém muat dau mut run ray, khé hit mot céi, nudt hét dich
thé xudéng, guong mat Tham Trimg d6 du, cAm gidc 16 tai néng ran, nghi dén cii miéng thudng ngay bai
moéc dén cuc diém tat cd moi thit dd an git day lai nubt dich thé ctia ciu, ciu lai thiy nguong néi khong
nén 16i, dong thoi phat hién ban than vi chuyén nay ma cadm thiy rao ruc nén lay lam x4u hé, vé phuong
dién khéc lai khong thé dan duge cadm gidc &y nédy, quéi that vo ciing boi rdi.

“Vi tanh ghé.” Hofc Canh Than khéng né mit noéi.

Tham Tritmg héa da ngay tai chd.

Hodc Canh Than khéng mim cudi nhu tit trude dén nay, trai lai chiii sach dich thé con dinh bén mai, diing
guong mit ding din, nghiém trang néi: “Bat anh &n thit khé an thé nay, em phai dén tdi.”

D6 14 do anh muén &n  Tuy trong bung nghi vAy, nhung da mat Tham Trimg chua dt day dén do c6 thé
xem day nhu chuyén ngay ba bita ma néi ra miéng, ha miéng, cudi cting chi danh bat dic di néi: “T6i dau
yéu cau anh nuét . . . 7 ciu ngung lai, bdng phét hién c6 chd khong ding, khong tai nao tin ndi nhin dbi
phuong tran trdi, “Khéng phai ban nay t6i bdo anh dgi da sao? La anh cb ¥ khéng nha ral”

Hoéc Canh Than khong hé thiy hd then ma cudi duyén dng, “Ching qua anh mudn ném thit vi cia né, ai
de khé an nhu vay.”

“Tht nay sao c6 thé an ngon!” Tham Trimg hét hoi dé phan béc anh.

“Anh tuéng rang ctia em thi chiic rdt ngot . . . ” Hodc Canh Than t6 vé suy tu, than sic tiéc nudi, “Héa
ra khong phai.”

“Pitng n6i nita.” Tham Tring che mit, khong nhin duge nita, “Rét cudc anh con mudn lam hay khong.”

Hoéc Canh Than nhoén miéng cudi, kéo tay cau s vao thit giita hai chan anh, dan dat tay ciu cha xat dau
mit da cuong cting, Tham Trimg chi dong cii xudng, liém tinh khi déi phuong, khéng biét qua bao lau,
dich thé trang duc ban ra, Tham Trimg sau khi liém sach sé ti mi toan bo khi quan ctia anh, méi lau di
nuée bot dinh bén khée mdi, nhd giong néi: “To6i cling &n cta anh, xem nhu hué . . . . Sau nay dung lam
chuyén tuong tu cho t6i.”

Hoéc Canh Than khéng triuc tiép tra 10i cAu, ma chi sd dau cu, thip giong néi: “Tham Trimg . . .
“H3?” cau hoang mang ngang mét lén.

“That mubn nhét cau trong cin phong ngt nay mai” Hodc Canh Than néi gan nhu thd dai.

Tham Tring sting sot, khong nhan r6 161 anh néi 1a dua hay that, cudi cing chi cusi, “Dugce.”

Khong biét tai sao, Hodc Canh Than nghe duge cau tra 18i, lai vo nhu binh tinh chuyén tam méat khéi cau.

Tham Tring chdt nhé ra mot chuyén, don gian thay déi chi dé, “Pung rdi, téi nhan duge thu maoi cta Ha
Tri Manh.”

“Thu m&i?” Hodc Canh Than nhin vé phia ciu.
“Phai, trién lam anh sé bit dau trung bay trong hai tuan nita, hi vong t6i c6 thé ghé qua ¢ vir.”

“Vao thoi diém thé nay con dé cap dén ngudi dan ong khéc, khong sg anh gian 4” Hofc Canh Than dot
ngot deé cdu xudng tham, & bén tai cdu ha thap giong néi, “N6i that di, c6 phai em ting nghi vé anh ta theo
cach nay khong? Néi ra cling khong sao dau, anh sé khong gian . . . 7

Tham Trimg ngdy ra, “Anh dang néi bay gi day?”
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“Khoéng c6 gi 1a khong thé, du anh khong c6 hdo cdm véi ciu ta, nhung cdu ta ciing khong dén ndi la d6i
tuong vo cung té hai” Hoac Canh Than nhu chgt nhé ra diéu gi, ¥ vi thAm trudng néi: “Hodc cé 18, em
timg c6 d6i tuong trong moéng khac? Em thich mau ngudi thé nao? Nha nhin, cudng trang, hay ddng yéu?”

Tham Trimg nhan thiy su khéc thuong dau day, xuit phéat tit su can than ciing cAm ky ciia ca hai phia, ho
gan nhu chua ting ban Iuan vé dé tai nay, ciu ciing khong biét tai sao Hodc Canh Than dot nhién cé hiing
thid v6i vAn dé nay, khong chit nghi nggi ma néi: “T6i thich mau ngusi nhu anh.” 161 vira vudt khoéi miéng,
cdu méi y thitc ban than da néi gi, nhung héi han da khong kip.

“Thét sao?” Hodc Canh Than ngung mat nhin ciu.

“Théat” Tham Tring cdi gam mit.

Sau day hai ngudi déu dong thdi trd nén tram mac.

Khong biét thoi gian tréi qua da bao lau, Hodc Canh Than chot lén tiéng: “Anh biét roi”

“Anh biét r6i”? 14 ¢6 ¥ gi? Y 1a biét nhung khong céch nao ddp lai cAu . . . . Tham Trimg cudi khé trong
long, chi 1a khi biéu hién ra ngoai thi lai gid nhu chua timg c6 chuyén gi xay ra, 6m lung Hofc Canh Than,
nhe giong néi: “Tiép tuc.”

Hofic Canh Than cting khong néi, ching biét tir dau 16i ra gel béi tron, nhét thing vio tay Tham Trimg. Déi
phufdng da thé hién 16 rang dén viy, sao Tham Tring con khong hiéu, budc phai thuan theo y dbi phuong
mdé nép gel, nin ra tay, cb lay hét diing khi dé lam chuyén tiép theo.

Khoéng biét bao 1au sau, bén trong phong ngl truyén ra 4m hudng niic nd cau xin, “Piung . . . . Anh diing
nhin. ..

“Tai sao?” Hodc Canh Than du nén néng van ung dung ké sit tai cAu hoi nho.

Tham Trimg lic dau, mat dé lén.

Hoéc Canh Than ngdi trén ghé, con cAdu nhu mat stic dia hét vao long anh, hai chdn md réng, déi dién 1a
mot tAm guong 16n, ciu trong guong toan than tran trui, ngén tay ra vao khéng ngimg nghi § cita khau an
mat, vi dé anh c6 thé di vio ma ging ép co thé tha 1éng, ddng thdi cb bdi tron cita khau ciing bén trong no.
Binh thudng ciing khong dé ¥ miy chuyén nay, nhung hién gi tit ci déu dugce phan chiéu trong‘ guong,

Tham Trimg tham chi con bi ép quan sat khung canh trong guong, gidy phit d6, tit ci cdm xtc xadu hd nhu
sbng day hét.

Hoéc Canh Than manh mé kiém giit ¢6 tay v eo cu, chi mot gidy sau, tinh khi cuong cimg bat thinh linh
dam thing vao trong cdu, Tham Trimg bat tht hodng so, mang tai dé hong, ha than thanh that bin ra it
dich thé. Chuyén tiép theo duong nhién khong can nhiéu 16i, Tham Trimg da danh mat phan 16n 1y trf ti
tan thud nao, chi c¢6 thé oan ngudi phdi hop véi dong tac ra vao ctia dbi phuong, khéng ngian duge tiéng rén
ri khién ngudi khic mit d6 tim dap vudt ra khéi miéng.

Sau khi tat cd két thic, Tham Trimg gan nhu ngi say duge 6m 1én giudng.

Ho#c Canh Than ngdi bén mép giusng, mot bén cham chii nhin Tham Trimg dang say gidc, mot bén cam
dién thoai lén bam mot day s6, sau khi két ndi, anh ding giong binh 6én néi: “Trg Iy Giang, thay t6i lién hé
v6i ¢6 Chuong — ngudi dai dién ctia Tham Trimg, t6i c6 chuyén mubn thuong lugng véi c6 dy. Phai . . . .
L3 thé, lam phién cau.”

17. Chuong 17

Sang ngay hom sau, lic cdu tinh diy Hofc Céanh Than da di roi.

Khéng biét tai vi sao, Tham Tritng cdm gidc ban than vo ¢é théd phao nhe nhom.
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Tt sau su ¢b ctia Hoic Canh Dung, dudng nhu Hodc Canh Than tré nén kha ky la, Tham Trimg khong doi
nao tu minh da tinh cho rang ban than cudi cing da lam dbi phuong rung déng, nhung thay ddi ctia Hodc
Cénh Than khong phai 14 gid, cAu nghi roi lai nghi, cudi ciing cho ra két qui, c6 1&é Hodc Canh Than van
dang bi viy trong cam xiic trudc diy ctia ban than, uéc chimg qua mot thsi gian sé tré vé nhu cii. Nghi vay,
céu bdng cadm thay yén tam lai, bén ding diy xubng giuong, theo thuong 16 rita mit bat dau mot ngay méi.

Vi da ban xong chuyén khong tiép tuc ky hop dong v6i Chuong Trudng Bich, nén céng viée cia Tham Tritng
tuong d6i nhan, Chuong Trudng Bich khéng tiép tuc gitp cdu théa thuin kiém thém cidc bo phim truyén
hinh hay dién 4nh méi nita, chi thinh thodng nhin mét sé hop dong nhu dai dién phat ngdn hay quing céo,
cong thém chuong trinh &m thue tir lic ban dau, d6 1a tat cd cong viéc hién gid ciia Tham Trimg.

Hoém nay cau phai di quay quang céo, chinh 13 cai quing cdo trang siic hop tac véi Ha Tri Manh lan trudc,
ngay sau khi poster quang cdo ra mat da nhan dugc danh gid kha cao, phan tng ciia thi truong khong té,
nén bén d6 quyét dinh tién thém mét bude, quay quang cédo chiéu trén TV, dién vién duong nhién 14 Tham
Trimg, ching qua quing cdo sé c6 thém mot vai nit, 14 mot ngudi mau dao gan day dang lén nhd vio cac
vai dién binh hoa, Thadm Tring t6i studio, chao hoéi dbi phuong, roi di vao phong nghi.

Théng thudng thi khi quay quang cdo, Tiéu Pdng sé theo Tham Trimg dén studio, chi dusi nhitmg tinh
hudng cuc ky ngdu nhién, Chuong Trudng Bich mdéi di theo dén studio, gid nhu lic nay. Nhung, thit tinh
Tham Trimg khong biét tai sao Chuong Trudng Bich lai dic biét dén day, hon nita nhin mit 1a biét c6 dang
khé chiu roi.

“Chi Chuong, rét cudc la da xay ra chuyén gi?” sau khi tho trang diém di khoi, Tham Triing hoang mang
do héi co, “Chang 1& c6 van dé gi véi cong viée sao?”

“Khong c6.” Chuong Trudng Bich dua méit nhin cdu, &nh méit phic tap, dudng nhu khéng mudn néi 16i that
long.

Tham Trimg ngung lai, cubi cling ciing khéng nhiéu 161, nhan lay kich ban quang cdo tit tay Tiéu Pong dé
doc, cang xem cang thiy khong 6n, dién bién chinh ctia kich ban gbc trong an tugng clia ciu la ciu cling
nit dién vién noé diua trudc 6ng kinh, hai ngudi tham chi con c6 canh hon nhau, nhung kich ban nay hinh
nhu da qua chinh stta, cit b hoan toan nhitng chi tiét cil, ngoai trit khong ddi dién vién, ndi dung thay ddi
khong it, nhu tré thanh mdt quang cdo hoan toan mdéi.

Cau hoi ban than, lién tudng dén su khac thuong ctia Hoic Canh Than ciing Chuong Truong Bich, bdng
nhu bing tinh héi, “Pay 1a do anh dy lam?”

Chuong Trudng Bich c¢6 vé bat ngd, nhung van than nhién néi: “Céu biét 1a tot 161

“C6 ¥ gi?” Tham Trimg ngac nhién, “Anh &y tim chi?”

“Chi 13 néi chuyén qua dién thoai, may ma bén dao dién cé san kich ban du phong, khong dén mitc xit ép
ho” sic mit Chuong Truong Bich khong dé nhin cho 1dm, “Pa di t6i budc nay, toi nghi ciu ciing nén chuin
bi san tam ly.”

Tham Tritng ngo ngac nhin Chuong Trudng Bich, vé mit mi md.

C6 thé dai thudn thugt, “Y ctia Hofic tién sinh 13 ¢6 hét stc dimg dé cAu c¢é canh than mat hay hé hang,
cong viéc ndo ma yéu cau cao thi phai thuong lugng véi anh ta, con nita, cdu khéng cé hitng tha gi véi céi
nghé nay, bao t6i diing mién cudng bat cdu nhan nhiéu céng viéc . . . . Téi biét cau khong hiéu, néi tém
lai 14 ¢6 ¥ mudn duy tri quan hé lau dai véi cau dé.”

Tham Tring trung ra guong mit té vé khé hiéu.

Chuong Trudng Bich chot manh vio tran cdu, “Nghi cho ki vao, c¢6 ngdi sao nit ndo bat dau gip gd dai gia,
ma khéng dan dan gidm bét tan suat xudt hién trudc éng kinh . . . . Cé diéu, cdu khéng phai nit, khong cé
kha ning ga vao nha gidu, ct tiép tuc thé nay chi cé mot dap 4n” c6 mim méi, “Anh ta muén bao dudng
céu dai han. Néu cdu khoéng dan dan gidm bét tan sudt xuat hién, 16 dau bita ndo bi paparazzi chup dudc,
d6i v6i hai ngusi déu khong tot.”

7

“Khong thé nao” Tham Tring ging cudi, “Anh dy . . . . Sao anh ay lai . . . .
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“Khéng viéc gi 1a khong thé.” Chuong Trudng Bich ludm cau, “Hai ngudi dang néi chuyén yéu duong? Puong
nhién khong phai, trén tay anh ta van con dang mang nhan, cd ban khong c6 y dinh thdo ra. Néu khéng
phai mudn bao dudng cau dai han, tai sao lai xen vio coéng viée ctia cadu?”

Tham Trimg khong thét duge thanh 15i.

Chuong Trudng Bich néi ding, khong can biét Hodc Canh Than vi 1y do gi ma mudn xen vio cong viée ciia
cau, noéi tom lai khong cé khé nang chi don gidn la thich.

C6 thé chi do cAm thiy lic & bén canh cdu dude thu gidn, nén muén kéo dai mbi quan hé nay, ciing c6 thé
chi vi théi quen, ma Hoac Canh Than khéng biét nita nim sau cau sé cham dit hop dong véi cong ty, cd
thé d6i phuong tudng rang 16i n6i déi tam rat lui di nude ngoai tu nghiép dién xut ctia Tham Trimg tic la
di wéc chitng may tuan hoic may thang, sau dé sé quay ve tiép tuc cong viéc, nén mdéi néi vay véi Chuong
Truong Bich.

Day ciing chinh 1 diéu ma Tham Tritng nghi khéng thong.

Cau van con nhé lic nhic t6i chuyén minh muén ra nude ngoai tu nghiép véi Hodc Canh Than, cau xéc
dinh khi d6 hai ngudi ¢é ciing chung nhéan thitc, ddy sé 13 thoi diém ca hai chia tay, nhung hanh doéng tu
tién hién thdi ctia Hoac Canh Than lai khién cAu cam thay md mit.

Hodc Canh Than chwa timg néi thich cdu, duc vong khéng ché biéu hién ra ngoai ctia anh hién tai c6 thé
chi vi da quen véi su ton tai ctia ciu, nén mdéi tu y thu xép nhitng chuyén nay. Tham Trimg khong biét ban
than Iic nay 1a vui, hay khéng vui, trong long vo ciing hén loan, cd ban khong biét phai lam gi.

Céu phét hién ban than cin néi chuyén thing thing véi Hodc Canh Thén.

Tuy rang canh d6 chic sé xdu hd ldm day, cAu ciing khéng biét phai m& miéng thé nio, nhung ciu biét chic
hai ngudi ho can néi 16 rang.

Tham Trimg sau khi suy nghi thong subt, 14y dién thoai ra gdi di mét tin nhén, noi dung la: Budi t6i ranh
khong, c6 thé ciing nhau an t6i duge khong? Toi c6 chuyén mudn néi véi anh.

Déi phuong cap te tra vé mot tin ngin gon, chi mot chit “Pugc”.

T6i budi téi, Hodc Canh Than trd vé Hofc trach vao ding gid &n, hai ngudi khé yén ling ding xong bita
téi, Tham Triing cb léy hét ding khi, thanh thanh c6 hong, néi, “A . . . . Chuyén cdng viéc, t6i nghe chi
Chuong néi . . .

“U” Hoéc Canh Than thong dong nhidp moét ngum tra, “XAy ra chuyén gi?”

“T6i khéng hiéu ¥ anh.” cdu nhin Hodc Canh Than, gian nan néi: “Tuy khoéng néi r6 ra, nhung t6i nghi anh
van nhé chuyén sang nim t6i phai ra nuéc ngoai tu nghiép, dong thoi ngam thita nhan d6 1a ky han cubi
cting cho mbi quan hé gitta hai ta . . . . Nhung t6i khong hiéu tai sao anh lai mudn xen vao coéng viéc clia
t61, t61 . . . . cau khong biét phai néi tiép thé nao, c6 chit xau hé ngdm miéng lai.

“T6i tudng cau khoéng c6 nhiét tinh ciing hting thi véi cong viéc hién tai” Hofic Canh Than ngoai mét binh
tinh, nhung hai chdn may lai khé nhan, “Cho nén cdu khong thich t6i lam vay?”

Tham Trimg lac dau, cAu ci 1on xon cé lén, “Khong phai ¥ d6, t6i khong ngai chuyén anh xen vao cong viéc
ciia t6i, nhung t6i chi khong hiéu tai sao anh lam vay, qué d6t ngot. Du vi cong viéc nén phai hon con gii,
nhung day khong phai 1an dau tién, toi timg dién khéng it phim, quay di loai quang cdo, hén vo s6 cd gi,
nhung day chi la cong viée, khong thé néi 1a khong lam duge. To6i khong biét anh xuat phét tit 1y do nao
malam . . .7

“T6i mudn lam, thi lam théi” trén mat Hoic Canh Than khong mang theo bat ky cam xic nao, tham chi
khoéng c6 nu cudi nhe nhu khéng, 16 vé nghiém tic dén gan nhu vo6 tinh, “Ciing chi thé ma thoi”

Tham Trimg ngac nhién, may gidy sau, chot nhoén miéng cudi, “Anh that sy biét ban than dang néi gi
khéng?”

Hodc Canh Than git dau.
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Tham Tring ling di, d6t nhiét mat di tAm nguyén ciing nhu hao himg néi chuyén tiép.

Néu Hodic Canh Than thich thé, vy cit theo anh Ay vui vé 1 dugc 16i, trén thic té Tham Trimg khong may
phén cam dbi v6i chuyén anh xen vio cong viéc clia ciu, chi 1a khéng hiéu nguyén nhéan, hién gid nghi lai, c6
thé ban than Hoac Canh Than ciing khong hiéu, nén méi ding cau “T6i mubn lam, thi lam théi” dé tong
quét hét moi 1y do.

Himg thi, hdo cdm, duc vong chiém hiru, duc vong khéng ché . . . . Cam gidc ctia Hodc Canh Than danh
cho cau, dai dé dugc ciu thanh tir nhitng cdm xtc nay, huéng hd Hoic Canh Than duge em trai goi 1a ngudi
“cudng khéng ché”, cé thé tudng tugng ra tinh cich chan chinh gidu bén dudi bé ngoai 6n hoa Ay, nén hién
gid Hoac Canh Than méi biéu hién mau thuin nhu viy, ré rang khong thich, nhung vin mudn nim ciu
trong tay, tuy thoat nhin cé vé nhu vi thich cdu nén mudn khéng ché cau, thit chat trén co ban khong phai
thé.

Hoéc Canh Than gibng nhu tré con, khéng mudn chia xé thit minh thich véi ngusi khéc, tham chi khong
mudn cho ngudi khic nhin, nhung doi dén khi sut nhiét tinh v6 c6 Ay qua di, sé khong luu tinh xem tht ting
14 bao vat nhu thé gidy rach ma vit di, day khong phai 14 yéu, tham chi khéng phai 13 thich, ma chi 1 ham
mudn s hitu d6i v6i do thudc vé minh ma thoi, tinh cdm yéu thich bd ra, ¢ thé thu lai bat cit lic ndo, hoan
toan 1a quyét dinh don phuong ctia d6i phuong, diéu nay rat thuong thiy, khong khién cau bat ngd.

Tham Tring sau khi nghi théng, cdm thiy nhu g& dude git méc.

“Tham Trimg, anh . . . ” Hoac Canh Than hiém khi té ra chan cho nhw véy.

Céu khong dé dbi phuong néi hét, trai lai cit ngang 16i anh, tam binh khi hoa néi: “T6i hiéu § anh, that ra
anh mudn gi, c6 thé néi thang véi toi, t6i sé hop tac véi anh.”

“Théat ch@?” 4nh m&t 4m mau ciia Hofc Canh Than nhin thing vio ciu.

Tham Trimg mim cudi gat dau.

“Anh mudn em dimg di gip Ha Tri Manh, ciing dimg tham du trién 1am anh cta cdu ta.” anh dung tit uyén
chuyén, nhung giong diéu lai chic nhu dinh déng cot, “Néu nhu em dong ¥, anh sé can thiép vao cong viéc
cua em.”

“Puge” Tham Trimg tra 10i ditt khoat, &nh méit cdu nhin Hodc Canh Than nhu dang nhin mét chi meo
bbc ddng, bat gidc toat lén vé dung ting. Ma ngudi dan éng bi coi nhu meéo sau khi nghe thiy cau nay, méi
chiu dep di sac mat nghiém trong ctia minh, thay vao dé la mét nu cudi, nhuén ngusi qua hon céu.

Trong long Tham Tritng mém ruc, 1ap titc dap lai, song lai nghi dén tuong lai da dinh trudc phai chia tay
clia hai ngudi, dot nhién mot dong cdm xiic budn thuong lai mat méat bdng trao lén trong long.

Néu da dap ting Hodc Canh Than sé khong tham du trién 1am anh ctia Ha Tri Manh, thi phai néi duge lam
duge, Tham Trimg xuit phét tit su 1& phép, quyét dinh dich than bdo cho Ha Tri Manh biét, ndo ngd cau
con chua néi hét cau, lai nghe thay tiéng cudi ctia Ha Tri Manh chot vang lén trong dién thoai: “Gap mat
mot 1an cling khong duge sao? Hofc tién sinh quin ciu ki ghé.”

“T6i thanh that xin 16i.” Tham Tring bat vi sé dong.

“A ding rdi, t6i chot nhé ra mot chuyén.” Ha Tri Manh ngung lai, sau dé ding giong diéu vo t6i phat Am
16 ting chit mot: “Budi sdng & bo song, t6i dieu chinh dng kinh khong chuan, bat can chup phai Hoac tién
sinh . ../

. ... Day 1a uy hiép?

Tham Tring ling di trong gidy 1at, cudi cling quyét dinh thoi gian dia diém hen gdp mit Ha Tri Manh.
Vao xé chiéu mét ngay nao dé, cau di vao phong lam viéc ctia Ha Tri Manh, dnh mit bat gdp tAm anh dugc
treo trén tuong. Tuy ciu that su tan thudng tic pham ctia d6i phuong, nhung céch lam ctia Ha Tri Manh

lai khién cdu thiy phan cidm, cdu khong ngai Ha Tri Manh gid trd v6i minh, nhung néu lién luy t6i Hodc
Céanh Than, lai 1& chuyén khéc.

“Chao budi trua.” Ha Tri Manh tit trong di ra, cudi sang sang, “Cau that ding gio.”
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“Chao” Tham Tring lanh nhat dap lai, “Anh dau?”
“Pimg voi, doi 14t nita dua cho cAu.” Ha Tri Manh cudi budn, “Céu that su rat quan tAm dén anh ta.”

Tham Trimg ciing mit quay di, trong long lai thiy xdu hé. Cau khong mudn ban ludn vé chuyén nay véi
ngudi ngoai, du trong long ho déu hiéu.

“T6i dodn chéc cu cling nhén ra, t6i c6 himg thi v6i cAu. C6 diéu d6 khong phai trong diém ngay hom nay
t6i muén néi, di theo t6i.” Ha Tri Manh xoay ngudi md cita.

Tham Tring khong ré 1y do, ngam canh gidc, di theo d6i phuong ra khéi phong lam viéc.

Ha Tri Manh khong néi chuyén, chi dan cdu di qua mot con dudng, roi ré may cai hém, cudi cling dén mot
noi nhin nhu cita sau, di vao mét toa nha. Tham Trimg sau khi di vao 1ap ttc biét day 1a dau, day la dia
diém trung bay trién lam anh ctia Ha Tri Manh, trang trf tuong d6i thanh lich, c6 diéu hinh nhu chua hoan
cong, trén tudng cé chd dé troéng, van chua treo tdc pham trién lam lén.

Tham Trimg di theo sau Ha Tri Manh, di rdi nging rdi lai di, nghe béng lung Ha Tri Manh giéi thiéu vé
tadc pham v cam tudng ciia anh ta, cudi cing dimg budc & mot goe khuat. Ngudi trong dnh 13 cdu, nhung
lai khong gidng cau, néu so v4i vé cudi binh di gan giii thudng thiy trong quang cdo clia cau, thi cdu trong
anh c6 vé khong dé than, kha 14 xa cich.

“Biéu cam ctia cidu nhu dang lac dudng, khong biét duong di dén, ciing khong biét dudng tré vé, néi chung,
rat map mo, tham chi mo ho dem lai cdm gidc hoang loan” Ha Tri Manh ngdm nhin tdc phdm mot cach
say mé, “T6i vAn nhé lic chup bitc dnh nay, téi néi t6i chuyén cb lien quan dén Hodc Canh Than, nhéc téi
chuyén ciia anh ta, 1a cdu lai quén phai che gidu ban than . . . . Puong nhién mot phan 1a do cdu vén cé
bao gid che gidu cho tét dau.”

“Vay thi da sao.” Tham Trimg binh tinh néi.
“Chi 1a thay rat thi vi thoi” Ha Tri Manh cudi véi cau.

Tham Tring khong tra 10i, nhin sang bitc 4nh bén canh, géc nay trung bay tic pham Ha Tri Manh chup
cau, Tham Trimg xem dén phan nita, bong d6 dan. Huéng nhin ciia cdu trong anh, dusng nhu 1a mét chén
xa x0i nao dé, trén mit pha lan gitta chd mong cling lo ling, ca su hoang loan khéng dé& nhén ra cing vé tu
mién cudng binh 6n ban than. D6 14 bitc &nh dude chup khi Hodc Canh Than xuit hién.

Tuy rang khéng c6 miy hdo cAm véi Ha Tri Manh, nhung anh ta qué that 14 mot nhiép 4nh gia tai ba.

Tham Trimg khéng khéi nghi, ching 18 lic & trude mit Hode Canh Than cdu ciing vay sao? Khét vong, chd
mong ma ban than tu cho 1a siu kin c6 phai déu viét hét lén mit? Nén Hodc Canh Than méi cho rang ciu
1a mot ngudi dé dodn ciing nhu dé nam trong tay, suy nghi ciia ban than & trudc mit dbéi phuong déu bi
nhin thau, gibng nhu mot ngudi tran trudng khéng manh vai che than . . . . Nghi vy, Tham Tring bdong
cam thay nhuc nha khé long cho qua cung cé su that bai é che.

“MAy cai nay cho cau” Ha Tri Manh ldy ra miy bitc &nh dua cho cdu, dong thoi néi: “Yén tAm, phim da
dét roi”

Tham Trimg nhan 1ay roi 1t xem, qua that 1a Anh chup Hodc Canh Than, duong nhién trong anh cé ca
cau, chinh 13 khung cdnh & b séng vao sang sém, Hoac Canh Than nim tay ciu, khé ctii dau hén cau. Cau
khong xem k¥, ma 1ap titc cat vao, khong hé t6 ra khich sdo néi v6i Ha Tri Manh: “T6i phai ve.”

“Toi tién cAu ra ngoai.”

Tham Tring khong thé tir chdi, danh theo y d6i phuong.

. \,. . A 2 . N, 740 A A N 7 PN , R = A A A
Hai ngusi di den ctta sau, Ha Tri Manh mim cudi v6i cdu, “Téi con c6 viéc, chi ¢6 thé tién cau den day.”

Tham Trimg 1o dang git dau, dang dinh néi tam biét, lai thdy Ha Tri Manh dot ngdt ap sat, trong khoanh
khac ngan ngti khong kip dé phong, mét ny hén phét nhe qua mat. Sau khi tinh lai tit trong ngac nhién,
cAu khong t6 thai do gi ¢, chi ling ling nhin dbi phuong, dén ci sic mit cing chua timg thay déi.

“Céu khong gian?” Ha Tri Manh nhoén miéng cudi.
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Tham Trimg nghi nghi, thanh that néi: “Khoéng cé gi phai gian.”
“Tai sao?” Ha Tri Manh ngac nhién héi.

Tham Tring do du trong gidy 14t, lua chon tit thich hop, “T6i nghi . . . . Anh chic la dinh khong dinh t6i
t6i va Hodc Canh Than nita, day 1a lan cudi cting, nén tham chi khong tiéc diing thit nay uy hiép toi, ép t6i
gap mat anh.”

“Théat chit cidu nhay cdm hon trong tudng tuong clia toi diy, ngoai trit chuyén cé lién quan dén Hodc Canh

Than, thi tré nén dan cuc, nhung c6 thé xem diy 1a hau di ching ctia yéu duong nhi” Ha Tri Manh cudi

sang khodi, phong dd ngdi ngdi chao tam biét ciu, trong giong néi lodng thodng lwu luyén ching biét that
i, “Hen gip lai, Tham Trimg.”

Tham Trimg gat dau v6i anh ta, nhin lai lan cudi, rdi quay dau di.

Hai ngudi ho khéng ai chi ¥ dén, canh nay trung hop sao bi mot c6 géi la di ngang qua tréng thay, co kich
dong 161 dién thoai ra chup, budi chidu cliing ngay, bitc nay nay duge truyén tay nhau trén mang, phét tan
rong rai trong cong dong mang trén cac dién dan théo luan, doi dén lic Tham Trimg biét dude chuyén nay
théng qua Chuong Trudng Bich, ngusi quen clia cidu gan nhu déu thiy dude bitc dnh nay.

XuAt phét tit can than, Tham Trimg khéng quay vé nha ctia minh, cing nhu Hofc trach, ma di thing dén
mot cin ho cit bo tréng duge dimg tén cau.

Khong dén t6i, than phan hai ngudi trong dnh da duge diéu tra tudng tdn, mot ngudi 1a sao nam dao gan
day nhan dugc khong it hop dong quang cdo, ngudi con lai 14 nhiép 4nh gia tai ba ting hop tic véi sao nam,
Tham Trimg cho rang chuyén nay sé dimg lai tai day, khong ngd ké d6, lai tudn ra mot biic anh khéc.

Thoi diém 13 budi sang ngay ciu va Hoic Canh Than cing bay di Ao, dia diém 14 sdn bay, Tham Trimg doi
mii deo khin choang, che hon ntta mit, tudng viy 1a du rdi, khong ngs cb netizen ding mot biic dnh cau
tham gia budi hop béo ky gia tuyén truyén cho thuong hié¢u dai dién, chting minh mi v& khén choang nay
tiing duge cau sit dung trong cac trudng hop cong khai, ma than phan ctia Hodc Canh Than ciing duge mé
t4 sinh dong, tuy khong c6 1y lich tudng tan, nhung c6 netizen chi thing dé 14 anh trai ctia minh tinh dién
anh Hofc Canh Dung.

Déi chiéu hai bittc 4nh, thdi gian cdch nhau chua dén miy tuan, cidc phéng vién xua gid gidi nhat 1a chém
gi6, trén mang tin tic gidi trf chiéu cling ngay, Tham Tring bi viét thanh mot tén dong tinh luyén &i bai
hoai lugn vong gitta hai ngudi dan 6ng, giéi du dé dan éng, dong thdi con bit c4 hai tay.

Cau xem cdc comment s6i ndi ciing chiti riia trén cic trang cong dong mang, trong long that su khéc dé
méu dé.

Lat sau, dién thoai rung chudéng, Tham Trimg nhin thodng qua, gan nhu run bat, nhung khéng ddm lan
nhan, nhanh chéng bat may, “A 167”

“La anh” giong Hodc Canh Than ha thip dén gan nhu tram duc, “Em & dau.”

Tham Tring doc dia chi, 4y ndy néi, “Xin 16i . . . . Téi khong ngd chuyén nay sé lién luy dén anh.”
“Anh t6i tim em ngay bay gio.” Hodc Canh Than khong cho cdu thai gian thanh minh.

Tham trimg con muén néi, nhung déi phuong da ctip may.

Lagi cta tac gia:

Lién quan dén vu Hofic CaAnh Than xen vio cong viéc ctia Tham Trimg . . . .

Chuong Truong Bich: gidm thiéu cong viéc — dé phong scandal dong thoi It dan khéi man bac — diém
bao bao dudng dai han.

Tham Trimg: gidm thiéu cong viéc — théi quen cudng khéng ché cting cudng chiém hitu ctia Hoic Canh
Than phéc tdc — khong dé ¥ cit thuan theo cho anh vui vé.

Hoac Canh Than: Tham Trimg khong thich cong viéc nay nhung van c¢b gang lam viéc — bi cong ty quan
1y cheén ép?! — Tham Trimg 13 ngudi nice dén vay nhéat dinh khéng biét khang nghi thé ndo — em 4y can
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anh gitip dd — cong viéc va ca cudc séng clia em ay déu phai do anh quan 1y dang hoang (khéng ché) thi
méi ¢6 thé tréi qua nhe nhang — két qua: Tham Trimg hinh nhu rat rat khong vui, why!!! QAQ

Moi ngudi oi, hay danh nim gidy mic niém cho Hodfc tién sinh ngde ciia ching ta ~

18. Chuong 18

Chua dén ntta git sau, Hodc Canh Than da dén cin ho cit ma cdu dang & tam, Tham Trimg khé gidt minh,
dong thoi cling loang thoang thiy khan truong. Hodc Canh Than sau khi vao, lai khéng gip gap ban luin
chuyén kia v6i cau, ma ngugc lai chi quan sat bén phia nha, ling di trong may gidy, khéng ngd lai mé miéng
néi: “O day khong ¢6 gl hét”

Cau nay mang tinh chat binh ludn khach quan, Tham Tritng thiy ngai, bén giai thich: “Day 1a cin ho cit
t61 & hoi trudce, sau nay don di roi van dé tréng, nén khong c¢6 dd dac gi cho ldm. . .

Trong phong khéch chi ¢é hai céi s6 pha, khong chi khong c6 ban kiéng, dén ci gia dung hang ngay ciing
khong c6, may ma trude day Tiéu Pdong cé tat ngang mot chuyén, dem cho cdu mét s6 dd dung va thitc &n,
bang khong Tham Trimg that su khong biét phai séng sao trong cian ho rong toat nay.

“Bm du dinh § tam day?” Hoic Canh Than nhin sang bén canh, trén s6 pha c¢6 dé mém gbéi ban niy Tiéu
Doéng mua t6i, trén mit dudng nhu té vé phan déi.

Tham Trimg do du trong gidy lat, roi néi thé“ing luon: “Chuyén budi chiéu 14 do t6i bat cén, hién gi¢ khong
tién tré vé chd anh, tam thoi 6 day may ngay cling duge . . . 7

“BEm dang chot da?” Hodc Canh Than nhin cham cham cau.

Hoi thé Tham Trimg nhu déng lai, khong biét nén tra 15i thé nao, chi ¢6 thé l&cmg ling nhin dbi phuong.
“Em da htta véi anh khong gip cdu ta.” Hodc Canh Than khong nhin cau, ma di dén s6 pha ngdi xuéng,
giong néi niang né khac thudng.

Tham Trimg khong dam dung ding, voi vang 1y anh lic truée Ha Tri Manh dua cidu cho Hodc Canh Than
xem, nhd giong ndi: “T6i di gap anh ta, chi la vi chuyén nay thoi.”

Chuyén t6i nuée nay, anh cau bi Ha Tri Manh hén da duge diang day trén mang, Hodc Canh Than gian 1a
chuyén duong nhién. Nhung khong phai Tham Tritng ¢b ¥ gidu Hodc Canh Than di gap d6i phuong, that
chat cdu khong then véi luong tam, chi 1a khong biét Hodc Canh Than cé chap nhan 1y do nay khong ma
thoi.

Hoéc Canh Than xem &anh, mot tAm ro6i mot tAm, khong biét tai vi sao sic mit tit tit tré nén bang hoang,
im ling xem anh dén do dan, tréong bd dang nhu dot ngdt 1am vao tram tu.

Tham Trimg phét hién diém bat thudng, hoang mang héi: “Xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Khong, khong cé gi.” Hofic Canh Than cit anh chup, duong nhu khéng c¢6 ¥ tra lai cho Tham Tring, trén
mit todt 1én vé tu gifu cling thodi mai, thi tham nhu dang doc thoai: “Thi ra 1 thé.”

“Gi co?” Tham Trimg héi ngugce lai.

“Khong ¢ gl Hodc Canh Than khong tra 16i thing vao vAn dé, trai lai binh tinh chuyén doi cAu chuyén,
“Cau ¢ day tién khong? Chd nay céch noi thanh hoixa . . . 7

“Khong sao. Anh chi vu cong viéc?” néi dén cha dé nay, Thim Trung khong dé y lém, con cudi cudi, “Thong
qua chi Chuong, bén phia cong ty quyét dinh tam thdi hiiy tat ca lich trinh ctia to6i, nén ¥ 1a . . . . Hién
thai toi bat dau ky nghi dai han.”

7

“Neéu nhu em can, anh c¢6 the . . . .
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Hodc Canh Than méi néi duge mot nita, Tham Trimg da lap ttc chen ngang, “Khong can, that su khong
can . . . ” trén mit cAu mang theo y cudi, than nhién néi: “Chuyén cong viéc . . . . Trudc hét ct mic né,
dtng lo” cau ngung lai miy gidy, dem nhiing 15i con lai nubt xudng, khéng néi hét toan bd cho Hoac Canh
Than nghe.

Ngay sau khi scandal bi tung ra, Chuong Trudng Bich dai dién cho céng ty béo cho cAu mot tin, hgp dong
von con thoi gian nita nam, cong ty mong c6 thé két thic sém, cac chi tiét vé hop dong ciing nhu cidc quing
cdo dai dién phat ngoén déu c6 thé thuong lugng sau.

Chuong Trudng Bich khuyén cau khong nén tu ¥ hanh dong, nhung sao Tham Trimg c6 thé khong hiéu ch,
xuét hién scandal nhu viy, cAu da hét hy vong tiép tuc 1&n 1on trong gidi nay, tuy rang khong cé gi déng
luu luyén, nhung du sao cling da theo nhiéu nim, nay dot ngot rdi bd, tAm trang cdu c¢é phan phiic tap.

“Tham Trimg.” Hodc Canh Than bdng nhin vé phia cdu, vAn biéu hién nghiém tic dy, van d6i mit sau
thuong 1& nhung hién gid lai téa sdng dén ngd ngang, “Em c6 ting nghi dén 7

Khong biét tai vi sao, cdu cé cAm gidc trong tiém thitc ban than biét trudc nhimg 1651 Hodc Canh Than sip
néi, nén cau thing thimg ngdn méi anh lai, ¢4 hai déu biét, Tham Tring dang trén tranh chi dé niy, ching
qua lan nay Hofc Canh Than van tiép tuc dung ting cdu nhu moi khi, sau khi nu hoén két thic, anh chi s
dau cdu, nhe giong néi: “Em mudn sao thi lam vay.”

Trong long Tham Trimg cdm xtic ngén ngang, dén cudi cling, ciing chi 6m 14y Hodc Canh Than, ha thip
giong noéi: “U.

Hai nguoi 6m ap nhau, Tham Tring nhé dén ké hoach da timg bude thanh hinh trong dau minh, trong long
khé tranh chua x6t. Cau hiéu ré hon ai hét, cau hi vong trong ké hoach dé c6 ai ton tai, nhung khong thé
ndo, ciing khéng thic té, di cho hién tai, ho 6m nhau, trén tay Hodc Canh Than vin mang chiéc nhan kia,
ma chinh cdu ciing khong phai khéng mang theo khiic mic dbi v6i mdi quan hé nay.

“Ha Tri Manh hén mit em, em tranh khéng kip.” Tham Trimg khé néi.

“Anh biét.” Hodc Canh Than xoa lung cdu nhu dang vudt ve thi cung, diu dang an i cdu, gidm bét uit tc
cting phién mudn ma chinh ban than cdu ciing khong ¥ thitc duge.

Thuec té nu hén ctia Ha Tri Manh khéng phéi chuyén cAu can chi tAm nhét, chdng qua sau khi moi chuyén
x4y ra budc cau phai thuc hién ké hoach ban than sém hon du dinh, thit Tham Tring méat di khong phai
danh tiéng ma cdu chua ting doai hoai, cling khéng phai céng viéc cdu khong cé hing thid, ma 1a khoing
thoi gian nita ndm cubi ciing & bén Hodc Canh Than.

Cau nghi t6i day, khéng khéi 6m déi phuong chit hon, co nhe mét & hdm vai clia déi phuong.
Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu bi lam cho ngac nhién, c¢6 nhin ¥ cudi, hoi: “Em dang lam niing?”

“Khong duge a?” day 1a lan dau tién Tham Trimg bay ra thai d6 hiing hon thé nay trude mit Hodc Canh
Than.

“Puong nhién c¢6 thé” Hoic Canh Than dung giong néi ém diu tra 16i cau.

Mot dém nay, ho khéng lam tinh, trai lai néi vé nhiéu chii d& ma trude gis hai bén déu can than tranh nhéc
dén, vi du nhu cudc soéng tinh cdm, nhu hinh mau wa thich, qué trinh phat hién ban than thich ngudi ciing
gi6i, hodc nhu chuyén thi vi thai con di hoc, Tham Trimg cadm gidc nhu ban than md rong cai nhin vé mot
mit khong dé gi thé hién ra ciia Hodc Canh Than, méi la lai 1y thid, dong thoi thdy hoi 4y ndy.

Trua ngdy hom sau, cong ty quan 1y ctia Tham Trimg t6 chitc hop bao ky giad, Tham Tring ciing cé mit,
khong nhén tra 16i cdu héi ctia phéng vién, chi don gidn lam sdng té ban than chi 14 ban be v6i Ha Tri Manh
va Ho&c Canh Than, hy vong gi6i truyén théng dimg tiép tuc viét nhitng bai bao khong c¢é co s, dong thoi
té vé cong ty quan Iy sé bao luu quyen truy t6 d6i véi céc td bdo dang tin that thiét.

Gip mat Chuong Truong Bich mét 1an, lai dAm phén vé van dé boi thudng hop dong ciing nhu tat ca tén
that ciia cong ty, Tham Trimg cudi ciing roi khoi cong ty da gan bé nhidu nam, Chuong Truong Bich tién
cau di v6i d6i méat dé hong, Tiéu Pong cliing ding bén canh, mit nhin may nhé, Tham Tring ém céc co
mot 1an cudi, nhéd giong néi cAm on su gitp dé cia ¢ cing Tiéu Pong miy ndm nay.
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Vé dén nha, Tham Trimg thd phao mot hoi dai, ngd ngudi xudng s6 pha, ludi dén ndi khong mubn nhic
nhich.

Hodc Canh Than da di tit sém tinh mo, truéc khi di con néi cho cAu biét anh c6 viée phai ra nude ngoai
moét chuyén, uée ching mot tuan sau sé vé, bdo cau & day chd anh. Nhung Tham Trimg khong nghe theo
16i cin din ciia Hofc Canh Than, sau khi hop bdo két thiic, cau bit dau ban ron chuin bi cho viéc xuat
ngoai, vi trudc d6 da timg tra tai liéu, hién gid bt dau chuin bi cing khéng dén ndi gip gap, ct ra nude
ngoai trude rdi diang ky theo hoc mét nim truong tiéng, chuyén khac dé sau hing noi.

Tham Tritg ban rén sudt may ngdy, sau khi quyét dinh duge truong sé xin nhap hoc cting chd §, ben ban
giao may cai nha hang dang dau tu cho ban bé céng tic, may hém sau, 1én may bay roi khoi thanh phd.
Cau ban stta sang chd ¢ mdi, dgi moi chuyén dau vao diy roi méi ranh ra dude, tuy khéng du dinh lién lac
v6i Hodc Canh Than, nhung cdu chot nhé dén chuyén Hodc Canh Dung dang nim vién, ciing thiy hoi lo
ling, ben goi dién veé.

“Tham Trimg?” giong diéu ngudi & dau bén kia dién thoai nghe khéong tét 1dm, “Cau dang & dau? Anh toi
sau khi tré vé khong giap dudc cau, tim mot sd noi, cudi cling béo trg 1y dén thang cong ty quan 1y clia cau
dé héi, méi xdc dinh céu that su da ra nudc ngoai.”

Tham Trimg khé tranh chot da, voi vang lang sang chuyén khac, “Cau da xuét vién vé nude chua?”

“U, vita vé da nghe tin cau bo trén.” Hofic Canh Dung ham huc néi, “Hai ngudi rét cudc lam sao vay? Mot
ngudi thi dén My dé come out véi cha me, mot ngudi lai lang ling boé trén  Cha biét ca hai dang chai tro
gl nta?”

“Come Come out?!” Tham Trimg ha héc mo, khong dam tin, thiéu chit nita can tring ludi.

“Chtic mimg cau, anh hai t6i diic biét vi cAu ma come out véi cha me, dong thdi hity hén wée véi vi hon thé
hitu danh vé thuc kia” Hodc Canh Dung dung giong diéu khiéu khich xen 1an cham choc, khong né mit
néi thing, “Hoang t vuot moi chong gai tré vé 1au dai, méi phat hién coéng chia lai ddm to gan bo trén,
theo cau thi y s& c6 cam gidc gi?” Hodc Canh Dung ngung lai mét gidy, phat ra tiéng cudi vui suéng khéc
thuong, “T6i sébng téi gio chua ting thiy anh dy ttc gian dén thé, ciu chét chic roi”

Tham Triing siing so.

Hodc Canh Than viy ma lai come out? Tai sao? Cai nay hoan toan khong hop Iy . . . . Anh co ban khong
1§ nao lam vay. Anh that su biét lam vAy c6 ¥ gi khong? Anh c6 thé sé bi mat viéc, gia dinh cting hén nhén,
tham chi bi ban beé xa lanh . . . . Chi nghi cé viy thoi, Tham Tritng da cdm thay nguc nhoéi dau.

“Anh 4y vita nghe néi cau ra nuéc ngoai, du méi tit My ve, da lap tic dit vé may bay, bay dén New York
trong dém, t6i nghi chuyén anh iy tim dugc cdu chi 13 vin dé thsi gian ma théi, hon nita trg Iy Giang da
diéu tra dugc truong cdu xin nhap hoc roi, néi khoéng chitng chi chbc nita théi anh dy sé tim dén tédn nha
cAu d6.” Hodc Canh Dung vita néi vita cudi, giéng nhu cdm thiy cue ky thi vi.

“New York?” Tham Tritng ngd ngd héi nguge lai.

“Khong phai cau néi dén truong & New York dé tu nghiép dién xuit sao?” Hoic Canh Dung ngé ra, theo
ban ning phéat hién c6 diéu bat 6n, md mit néi: “Bd khong ding ha?”

Tham Trimg lap tic bimg tinh, trong long cdm thay xau hd é ché, nhung van cb lay hét diing khi, gian nan
md miéng: “Khong . . . . A G, hién gis trén co ban t6i khong 6 New York . . . ”

“Cé6 § gi?” Hodc Canh Dung ngac nhién dé cao am lugng.

Tham Tring cén mdi, giong néi khod khbe: “Toi dang & Tokyo  Thanh that ma néi, sao toi c6 thé di hoc
tu nghiép dién xuit ch@? T6i chuan bi & Tokyo hoc tiéng mot ndm, roi tiép tuc theo hoc trudng nghé dau
bép. Puong nhién, visa du hoc van chua lam xong, t6i chi & tam day ma thoi, miy ngay nita c6 thé sé vé
nuée lam tiép thu tuc.”

Hoéac Canh Dung & dau bén kia dién thoai ling di mot gidy, cudi cling diing mot chat giong nhw thé dang
¢ &p ché tam trang héng hét trong long ma néi: “Cau tu thu xép cho én théa di. N6i that, gio téi dang
bat dau nghi rang cé kha ning cau chét may lan ciing khéng du day.”
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Tt sau khi nghe xong canh cdo ctia Hodc Canh Dung, trong gidy phut cip dién thoai Tham Trimg cé cdm
gigc nhu roi vao vong xody lo duge lo mat. Tuy cau khéng du liéu truée hanh dong ctia Hodc Canh Than,
nhung ciing khong phai hoan toan khong biét gi cd  Toi ngay hom d6, Hodc Canh Than vén cé chuyén
mudn néi, lai bi cdu ngin can, chi 14 vi cAu khong mudn 1an nita tin tudng vao diéu da bi chinh ciu lang
quén héa ra lai that sy ton tai, ma tat ci diéu nay ré rang quy vé mot hudng.

Hodc Canh Than thich cau.

Nghe ma thay hoang dudng va budn cudi lam sao, Hoac Canh Than sao c¢6 thé thich cau? MAy thang trudc,
cau con dang vi thai do ciia Hodc Canh Than ma khong biét phai cu xit thé ndo, nhung ma hién gid moi
chuyén dudng nhu hoan toan thay déi 180 do.

Néu nhu Hodc Canh Than that su thich cdu, viy tinh cdm nay bit dau tit lic ndo, va san sinh bang cich
nao? Tham Trimg khong c6 manh mdi, nghi sao ciing khong ra, déc hét sttc Iuc dé ngdm nghi ciing khong
dat duge ddp 4n ma ban than cé thé dong thuin, héa ra lic hai ngusi bén nhau ting c6 thdi co dé bit dau
cho mét mébi tinh, ma ban than cdu tham chi khéng phat gidc.

R6 rang lic dau Hodc Canh Than khéng thich cdu, ma Tham Trimg cling timg ding nguyén nhan nay dé
thuyét phuc ban than khong nén tiép tuc 6m khu khu ky vong d6i véi ngusi dé, Hode Canh Than lai dot
nhién thich cdu, viéc nay hoan toan khong hgp 1¥, cling khong cich nao khién ngudi khéc tin tudng, nghe
ctt nhu mét cdu chuyén hoang dudng, nhung Tham Trimg khong tai ndo cudi ndi.

Liic nghe Hofic Canh Dung néi Hodc Canh Than di New York, cAdu phat hién trai tim minh nhay nhanh dén
loi hai, nhung khéng phai vi 4y ndy hay khan truong do lan khong tit ma biét ldc trude, duong nhién ciing
khong phai do s¢ dbi dién véi con gidn ciing su thit vong ctia Hoic Canh Than  ma gan nhu chi thuan tay
1a chd mong, khong con diéu gi khéc.

Néu Hodc Canh Than chiu dén New York, duong nhién ciing sé khong ngai dén Tokyo thém mét chuyén.
Khéng can néi dén, anh tham chi 1én & sau lung Tham Trimg gidi quyét hon wée cling nhu come out, tam
thoi khoan ban tai sao anh lam vay, cling khéng quan tdm anh lam vy vi cai gi, ban than ré rang da khong
tit ma biét, Hofic Canh Than lai chiu di tim cdu, dut sau diy phai hitng chiu con gidn ctia déi phuong, Tham
Tring ciing cam thiy déng gid.

Héa ra Hodc Canh Than khong phai hoan toan khong dé ¥ dén cau, ma ciu ciing khong phai ngudi ai ciing
c6 thé thay thé. Chi mdi diéu nay thoi, ciing dit dé Tham Trimg dang & mot minh trong nha bat cudi thanh
tiéng, gibng nhu mot thang ngu, hodc c6 1é 1a mot thang dién, nhung cdu hoan toan lo né di.

Cau dgi miy ngay, khong doi duge Hodc Canh Than, nhung doi duge dién thoai ctia Hodc Canh Than.

“Anh vita xubng méy bay, ciing tit ngudi cong tac véi em héi dude dia chi ciia em.” giong Hodc Canh Than
qua dién thoai nghe c¢6 vé binh tinh, “Tu day dén nha em chac phai tén mot chit thdi gian, anh néi trude
v6i em mot tiéng.”

“Tai sao phai néi truéec mot tiéng?” Tham Trimg ngd vi.

“Pé em c6 co hoi trén anh.” Hoac Canh Than mim cudi, giong néi trd nén rét budt, “Anh nghi chi it ciing
phéi cho em quyén lgi lita chon xem c¢6 muén gip anh khong. Lan trude anh da dic biét din em chs anh ve,
hién nhién em khéng mudn. Anh khong biét héa ra em ghét anh dén do phai khong tit ma biét.”

“Em khong ¢6 § d@6 . . . Tham Tring thodng ngéy ra, chi c6 thé dung nhitng tit vo nghia dé thanh minh
cho ban than.

Cau vbn da chuan bi sdn tAm 1y himg chiu con gidn ctia Hodc Canh Than, nhung day 1a lan dau tién ciu
chan chinh déi dién truc tiép v6i mat trai ciia Hodc Canh Than, lai nghe thiy d6i phuong dung giong diéu
vo tinh nhu thé, Tham Trimg cadm gidc nguc dang co rit dau dén, gan nhu khéng néi thanh 15i.

Bay gio nhé lai, Hoic Canh Than dic biét dén My dé come out, thuong lugng hity hon ude, cé thé 1a vi
mubn danh cho cdu mot bat ngd, dé ho cé thé c6 mot bat dau méi, luc nay giita ho khong bi ngin cach bai
mot vi hon thé, ciing khong cé su can thiép ciia cha me, nhung ngudi pha héng su bat dau nay lai chinh 1a
Tham Tring cau.
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“Khong phai v d6?” giong Hofic Canh Than rat 6n hoa rat nhe nhang, “Vay tai sao em khéng tit ma biét?”

Tham Trimg thiy bé tic trong mot gidy, roi gan nhu trit bé moi thit néi: “Dgi anh dén, ching ta lai ban
tiep . . .

“Anh muén biét didp 4n ngay bay gid.” Hoac Canh Than tiép tuc ding thai d6 6n hoa dé néi, nhung 15i néi
ra lai mang tinh chat nhu dang him doa, “Anh cho rang ching ta it nhat ciing dang nam trong mdt moi
quan hé, dit khong phai yéu duong, ciing khong di cau thanh 1y do em ra di ma khong dé lai mot 16i.”

Tham Trimg ling im khong néi.

“Liic em di, c6 timg nghi dén sé cé ngudi lo 1ling cho em khong? Cé ngudi cé thé sé cho rang em dot ngot
maét lién lac 14 do da xdy ra chuyén gi d6 nghiém trong, c6 ngudi ¢é thé vi thé ma long néng nhu lita dét,
c6 ngudi tham chi sé nghi rang em mét tich 14 do bi bit céc . . . 7 chit giong khan khan ctia Hodc Canh
Than nhu mang theo tu gidu, “Hoic ¢6 18, em cam thidy may thi nay ching la gi, ciing khong quan trong.”

Phiit ngac nhién ban dau qua di, Tham Trimg lap ttc ¥ thitc duge Hodc Canh Than dang giai bay dicu gi,
vien mat da khong tu chit duge ma cay cay, thAm chi bat dau won uét.

“Xin 16i. . . . That sy xin 16i . . . ” cdu néi ning lon x6n, chi biét mot chuyeén 1a phai xin 181, “Xin 16i, 1a
doemsairdi....xinldi... .

“Anh nhén 10i xin 16i ctia em.”

Du r6 rang thé hién ban than da rong lugng tha thi, nhung giong diéu Hodc Canh Than van lanh dén cuc
diém, nghe vao nhu ¢6 cdm gidc dit mot tram nim nita c¢6 troi qua thi anh ciing khong tai nao théng cdm
cho hanh vi khong tit ma biét cia Tham Trimg, chi can con séng thi van sé tiép tuc ghi han chuyén nay.
Tham Trimg néi khong thanh 16i, nhung van khéng chiu cip dién thoai, ddng thdi ciing khéng mubn bd
dién thoai xubng.

C4 hai bén cling im ling mét lac 1au, khong biét 1 bao 1au, Hodc Canh Than cudi ciing lai 1én tiéng: “Hién
gid néi dén chuyén thi hai”

“Da.” Tham Tritng nhé giong tra 16i.

“T6i hom d6 . . . . Anh von dinh néi véi em, néu em dong ¥, c6 thé theo anh vé nha mét chuyén, mit doi
mat lam sang t& moi chuyén” Hoac Canh Than néi giong déu déu, “Tin ttic ¢6 lién quan dén em va anh,
con ca Ha Tri Manh nita, ltim xtim khé 16n, cha anh ciing biét, em lai con biét ding céch kia dé tir chdi khéo,
chiing t& em rat ro 16i anh dinh néi. Néu day 1a do anh tit minh da tinh, chi méi anh don phuong hiéu sai,
em c6 thé néi thang v6i anh. Anh vén tuéng rang . . . . Em dbi v6i anh, khong phai khong cé tinh cam.”
Tham Trimg khong con 15i nao dé ndi, giit im ling trong quan béach, ling nghe d6i phuong néi.

Giong Hofc Canh Than nhu thé dang cb kiém ché, lodAng thodng chdt chita su trao phing cling gay gét,
“Anh sé khéng gidn vi em khong thich anh, dé 1a chuyén thudng tinh & doi, anh ciing khong yéu cau em phai
d4p tra tinh cdm ctia anh, né khong thuc té, nhung em khéng tit ma biét . . . . Anh rat khé long chip
nhéan.”

Tham Trimg c¢b 14y hét can dam dé néi: “Em cho rang, day 1a co hoi tot nhat.”

“Co h6i?” Hodc Canh Than chat van lai ciu.

“Co héi . . . . tot nhat dé chia tay anh” Tham Trimg can than tim ti, “Scandal nay chic chin sé gay ra
anh hudng bat lgi dén su nghiép ciia anh, ma tring hop sao em da quyét dinh phai chia tay anh tit trudc,
chang qua 1a s6m hon ntta ndm ma théi. Em tuéng 14 anh sé khong dé y . . . . Dl ¢6 thé anh c¢6 chit xiu

cam tinh v6i em, nhung cé kha nang dé chi la 4o gidc ma thoi.”
“Ao giac?” Hoac Canh Than hoi vin lai.

“Théi quen ctia anh, va cd tinh cdch clia anh nita . . . . C6 1& anh chi nham lan duc vong khong ché cing
chiém hitu thanh thich ma théi” Tham Trimg gip gip noéi cho hét cau, ¢b kiém ché cing thang cting hodng
loan, tha nhe giong hét sitc c6 thé, “Nén em nghi, chia tay anh chi 14 chuyén sém muoén, dudng nhu khong
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¢6 céch chia tay ndo hop véi déi ta”” cdu nudt nude bot, nhin xudng xau hd, “Quan hé nhu ching ta, ching
1& con néi may 10i kiéu c6 duyén sé gip lai sao? Nén em chit déng bo di, chic anh sé hiéu y em.”

“Anh khéng hiéu.” giong Hofic Canh Than vira lanh vita kién quyét, “Anh chi biét duy nhit mot didu, em
khong tit ma biét gay ton thuong cho anh, chuyén nay khéng dinh déng gi dén quan hé giita ching ta.”

Tham Trimg & khau, khong néi duge gi nita.

Hodc Canh Than néi ding, du c6 1a quan hé thé nio, thi ciing khong biéu thi cdu c¢6 thé dung céch nay dé
trén tranh, dit quyét chi ra di, it nhat ciing nén dé lai mau gidy, hay nho ngudi thay cdu nhan lai, chit khong
phéi im hoi lang tiéng bay ra nudc ngoai, tao nén bdi r6i ciing lo 1lang cho ngudi khic.

“Hién gid anh da dén Tokyo. Néu nhu em khong mudbn giip anh, thi néi ré moi chuyén qua dién thoai” Hoéc
Céanh Than néi chuyén nhu thé dang tién hanh dam phén, giong néi tram thap lanh 1éo, “Xin em hay truc
tiép tit chéi anh, anh khong can 1y do, em chi can néi cho anh biét, em cé muén & bén anh khéng 13 dt roi.

)

Tham Tring sitng sot, “Tai sao?”

“Anh can mot cau tra 10i khing dinh tit em, dé anh hét hy vong. Cung chi thé ma théi” Hofc Canh Than
ngung lai mét gidy, “Anh doan em cling chang thich choi tro tinh cdAm méap md, khong thich thi ¢t néi thang
1 dugc 16i.”

“Nhung em khoéng ” Tham Trimg ngung lai, tim tit thich hop, cudi ciing ngdp ngimg néi: “Khéng phai em
. . . . khong thich anh . . . ”

Dau bén kia dién thoai im phiing phic.

Hoi 1au sau, d6i phuong van khéng t6 ¥ mubn néi chuyén, Tham Trimg thiy lo 18ng, sau khi “a 16” may
tiéng, mdi nghe thdy Hoac Canh Than dung chit giong khan dic hoi lai: “Y em 13, em biét anh c6 1& c6
tinh cAm v6i em, em ciing thich anh, nhung van 1én trén di? Néu nhu anh khéng dudi theo, em dinh vinh
vién khéng gip anh?”

Tham Trimg im bat, mai sau méi ttm mot tiéng, ngam thita nhan phong doan ciia anh.

Ngay sau day, Hoic Canh Than bat thinh linh néi: “Lic dé déang 1& anh nén dit khoac nhét em trong phong

ngil.”

Tham Tring ngay ra, bi cAu néi ctia anh goi day hdi tc ha luu § trude guong ngay dé, 16 tai khong tu chi
dugce néng 1én. Cau mudn néi, lai khéng biét nén néi gi, qua that tinh cdm ctia Hoac Canh Than khéng biét
that gia, nhung néu chi 1a duc vong chiém hitu don thuan, thi that s& vi cdu bd di ma lo lang phién muon,
tham chi khéng tiéc thdi gian bay nhitng chuyén bay dai tit noi nay dén noi khac ndi trong may ngay ngan
ngui, chi vi dé gip mot déi tuong ting dude bao dudng?

C6 thé ngudi khac sé lam vAy, xem nhu hanh dong lang man, nhung Ho&c Canh Than khong phai loai ngudi
d6, méi mot hanh déng clia anh déu c6 muc dich xéc dinh, anh sé khong lam chuyén minh khong muén, du
bat budc phai lam, thi ciing sé dam bao danh dudce 1¢i ich tit nd, nén anh tuyét ddi khong thé nao chi vi trit
con gian dong thai hoéi t6i Tham Trimg ma bay hét New York t6i Tokyo.

Chi nghi c6 vay thoi, Tham Trimg da bat dau thiy khé tha.

Anh dén vi Tham Trimg. Du cubi ciing nhan duge két qua thé nao, thi ciing anh chi can mot dap an.
Giong Tham Trimg kho6 khéc: “Hodc Canh Than.”

“Cé chuyén gi.” dbdi phuong binh tinh tra 15i.

“Anh . . . . Anh bit dau thich em tit khi ndo?” cdu cb gang nin timg chit ra khoi c6 hong.

“Anh khéng biét”” Hodc Canh Than dudng nhu hoi ngac nhién vi vAn dé cdu dua ra, nhung van than nhién
néi ra dap an, “Liic bit dau, anh that sy chi thay htmg thi va cé hdo cdm v6i em, anh ciing khong biét bat
dau tit bao gid.” anh ngung lai, rdi khé khan néi tiép: “Chi it, vao lic di theo em dén gip Ha Tri Manh, c6
1& da thich.”

Tham Trimg khong lén tiéng, ma cb hdi tudng lai chuyén xay ra khi dé.
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“Cau ta chup anh, chinh 14 dnh ngay dé em giao cho anh.” Hoic Canh Than nhu thé cam thay cuc ky nguong
hay c6 18 1a xau ho, giong néi thé hién su chan chd hiém gip, “Anh & trong anh . . . . Thoat trong rat quai
dan, tuyét ddéi khéng phai anh trong nhén thitc ctia anh . . . . Anh khéng c6 cdm gidc d6 1a anh, ciing
khong cho rang anh sé nhin em bang biéu cdm d6, nhung dé qua that chinh 14 anh.”

Tham Trimg cb hoi tudng lai bitc Anh, nhung khong nhé ra duge cai gi, cAu chi nhé Hodc Canh Than trong
anh rat diu dang, ciing ching thiy cé gl khac binh thudng, nén khéng dic biét chi ¢, nhung gid nghi dén,
c6 thé trong bitc anh that sy c6 manh mbi gi d6 ma cau khong phét hién ra, nén ngay dé khi xem anh Hodc
Céanh Than méi c6 biéu hién la ling nhu vay.

Cau cam thay hét hoang, lai bi cudc d6i thoai rat nho & dau day bén kia lam hdi tinh, cAu nghe thay Hoac
Céanh Than diing tiéng Anh dé néi “Cam on”, tiép theo l1a 4m hudng nhu khi déng ctta xe, Hodc Canh Than
mad miéng néi: “Anh dén roéi, hién gio dang & ngay trudc ctta nha em.”

Tham Tritng nhin huyén quan, tay chan nhu nhiin hét cé ra.

“MS§ ctia.” Hodc Canh Than diing giong ra lénh khéng cho phép tit chéi.

Nghe dugc cau nay, Tham Tring nhu dot nhién 14y lai stc, cap téc ding diy, dau 6c¢ tréng réng, nhung
van may méc chap hanh ménh lénh ctia Hodc Canh Than, khoanh khic cita duge md ra, Tham Trimg ban
than nhin cham cham ngudi dan éng du mit may bui bam mét mdi van dimg thang lung ngay trudc mat
céu, cAu nhu bi cAm, khong néi duge 1y mot chit.

19. Chuong 19

C4 hai ngudi ho déu gitt im ling.

Hoac Canh Than tram mic budc vao cita, Tham Tritg déng cita lai, di theo sau anh, hai ngudi t6i phong
khéch, Hofic Canh Than khong hé t6 ra khach sdo ngdi thang xudéng, Tham Tritng nghi trong tich tic, voi
vang vao nha bép chuan bi tra. Tay cdu thodng run ray, dong tac pha tra cham chap, trong long day ray
nhitng khan truong khong biét phai lam sao, lai nghi dén ngudi vita dén.

Trén mit Hodc Canh Than khong c¢6 biéu cAm mim cudi, thAm chi con c¢6 vé mét moéi, Tham Trimg trén co
ban khong biét ban than phai néi gi, 1ong da rdi boi pha tra xong, lai tén thém may phut dé 1én tinh than,
xong mdi bung tra ra phong khach, tuy rang da cb gang lam ra déng tinh rui, nhung trong long van thap
thém lo au.

“Ubng . . . . Ubng tra khong?” cau deé dit ndi, toan than ciing cong.

Hodc Canh Than nhin ciu, nhu dang danh gid, may gidy sau, mdéi nhan tach tra, nhap tit tit tiing ngum tra
néng, Tham Tritng thodng thd phao mot hoi trong long, ngdi xudéng ddi dién Hodc Canh Than, cii gam mét
nhu thé t6i nhan dang dgi xét xit, khong néi 1y nita chit.

Trén thuc té cAu vén khong cdm thiy 4y ndy vi hanh vi bd di ciia ban than, cling khéng thdy minh da lam
sai, nhung bat dau tir gidy phit biét duge nhitng viec Hoac Canh Than lam trong khodng thdi gian anh di,
cau lai bat gidc cam thiy ay ndy va ray rat dit doi.

Db6i phuong dit tach tra xudng, binh tinh cit tiéng: “Tham Trimg, anh c6 mot nghi van.”
Tham Tritng cting ngudi, “Nghi van gi?”

“Ban nay, em néi tinh cAm ciia anh déi v6i em 13 40 gidc” dnh mét Hofc Canh Than sau thim tham, thai
d6 tuy khong hung hé, nhung lai khién ngudi khac khong thé trén tranh, “Tai sao em lai nghi vay?”

“Em . . .. Em khong biét . . . ” néi dén cht dé nay, Tham Trimg cam thay kha kho xit.

“Tit truGe dén nay, em chua bao gid cho rang anh sé that 1ong thich em, 14 vy a?” giong Hofc Canh Than
déu déu, nhu dang trd chuyén, “Anh chua ting yéu duong, khéng hiéu chuyén nay 1dm, néu gidng nhu 15

104



em n6i, day chi 1a 4o gidc tam thoi clia anh, vy tai sao anh phai lan 16i bay tan sang My dé come out, thim
chi hity hén? Anh khéng néi cho em biét truéc, nén em cho rang anh khéng thich em xem nhu hgp tinh hop
1, nhung tai sao sau khi em biét chuyén, em van cho rang diy khong phai 1a that?”

Tham Trimg néi khéng nén 16, cii guc dau, im ling trong gidy 1at, méi nhd giong néi: “Trén co ban, em
dau phéan biét duge . . . 7

Hofc Canh Than nhin thing vio cu, 4nh méit t6i di thay ro.

Tham Tring chan chuong ngdm mit dat, gidng nhu mot ngudi dang chim trong gidc mong dai, ds dan néi:
“Em khong biét thé nao 13 that, thé nao la gid . . . . Anh qud diu dang, truéc diy em cho rang d6 la do anh
¢6 héo cdm véi em, vé sau méi phat hién dé chang qua la hinh thitc anh biéu hién su 1& d6 ctia ban than ma
thoi . . . . Em khong mubn tiép tuc tu minh da tinh.”

“Dit anh ding hanh d6ng thé hién cho em thiy, em van khéng tin.” Hodc Canh Than nhu dang dim chiéu.

“Em khong biét . . . ” Tham Tring nguong ngiing néi, “Em cho rang anh vinh vién ciing khéng thé nao
thich em.”

Hoéc Canh Than gidt minh dén d& ngudi, “Tai sao?”

“Ngay tir Iic bt dau anh da khéng thich em . . . . Em tudng rang anh khong c6 tinh cam gi khac véi em.
Anh chi muén lén giudng véi em, em von ciing ¢6 mdi guong mét thoi . . . > Tham Trimg thi thao, khong
d4m nhin thang ddi phuong.

“Em dang ti ti?” Hodc Canh Than 16 ra nét mit khong tai nao hiéu néi.

Tham Tritng khong tra 18i, trong long vita khé xtt lai vita xau ho.

Néi 1a tur ti, tha néi 1a git méac. Trude lac biét Hodc Canh Than, ciu sdng rat tu do, khong lam chuyén ban
than cho rang khong nén, nhung sau khi biét Hodc Canh Than, cAu nhan 15i bao dudng ctia déi phuong, du
Hoac Canh Than khong ngai chuyén nay, thi git mic trong long cidu van khong tai nao cdi bé ngay dudc.
“Xuét phat diém clia ching ta 13 mot cude giao dich . . . . Anh cam thay giita khich va gai sé cé tinh yéu
thic s sao?” cau cb lay hét can dam dé néi.

“Héa ra diéu khién em dé bung la chuyén nay.” Hoic Canh Than ding danh mit nghién ngdm nhin cau, nhu
béng nhién tinh ngd, “Em cam thiy quan hé trong qué khit ctia ching ta 13 mot su si nhuc? Em héi han?”
Tham Trimg khong gat dau, ciing khong 1ic dau, chi m& mit nhin Hoic Canh Than. Vi ham mubén ctia ban
than ma ban ré thé xic, day la mot su si nhuc. Du ¢6 vi thich Hodc Canh Than, thi viéc cAu lam chang
khéc gi ban than, dut hién tai cAu van thich Hoac Cdnh Than, ma Hoac Canh Than ciing thich cau, nhung
chuyén xay ra trong qua khit khong thé nao thay ddi  Su that 13, cdu da lam chuyén ma trude day ban
than cau khoéng muén lam nhat, day hoan toan 1a do ciu tu lam tu chiu.

“Cho dén tan bay gid, anh chua timg héi han” Hodc Canh Than dung ngit khi vitng vang, 4m diéu khong
d6i, “Anh chua ting hdi han vi ngay trudc da dua ra yéu cau nhu vay, néu nhu khéng séng chung, anh
khong thé nio san sinh tinh cdm véi em. Nhung em lai vi bit dau dé ma dé bung, thanh ra dinh vach ro
ranh gi6i v6i anh?”

Tham Trimg ctmg miéng, lai cudi budn néi: “Anh khong ngai sao?”

Hoéc Canh Than tra 16i khong chit do dy, 4nh mét sdc bén nhu dén chit vio mit cdu, “Anh khong ngai,
ngudi dé ¥ 14 em, nén em vén khong tin anh sé thich em.”

Tham Tring run ray mét chip, du ting mét 1an kich dong mudn néi, nhung dén cudi lai thoi.

Hodc Canh Than 16 ra than sic dim chiéu, nhu t6 thai d6 khong tng ho. Khong biét thai gian tréi qua bao
lau, vao lic Tham Trimg bat dau cam thiy lo s¢ khoéng yén, Hoic Canh Than cudi cling ciing mdé miéng:
“Chuyén qué khtt da khong cich nao thay déi, diéu dé em hiéu hon ai hét.”

Tham Trimg gat dau.

Hoac Canh Than than trong ndi: “Em cho rang mua ban *** 1a i 4¢?”
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Tham Trimg khong tra 15i. Néu chuyén nay xay ra v6i ngusi khéc, duong nhién cau khong c¢6 cdm tudng gi,
dii trong qué khtt cdu khong may ting ho chuyén nay, nhung ciu thita nhan con ngudi cé quyen tu do lua
chon, va cau khéng c¢6 quyeén ding trén khia canh dao ditc dé phé phan ding sai, nhung khi chuyén xay ra
v6i ban than, cau lai khong tai ndo cudi trit cho qua, béi viy ddi dién véi cau héi van tiat ciia Hodc Canh
Than, cdu tham chi khong biét phai tra 16i thé nao.

“O mot s6 nude, mua ban *** 13 hop phap. Anh chua timg khinh thudng em chi vi em duge anh bao dudng.”
thai do Hoic Canh Than rat than nhién, “Nén, em dimg tu khinh thuong ban than.”

Sau khi néi xong, Hodc Canh Than dot ngdt dimg day di dén true mit cAu, Tham Trimg khong biét rdt
cudc d6i phuong mudn lam gi, Hoac Canh Than thi lai ngdi xudng bén chan ciu, hai tay chéng lén dui cau,
bat ngd doi huéng cau chuyén, “Gia sit anh néi, sau khi anh come out, cha dudi anh ra khoéi nha, bai chiic
cia anh, tai khodn ngan hang ciing bi déng biang, anh diing chit tién cudi ciing dé mua vé méy bay dén day
”

Thoat dau Tham Tring con chua hiéu, nhung nghe dén chit “dudi ra khoéi nha”, tinh than khong khoi rét
lanh, hap tap néi: “Anh néi that?”

“Chi 1a gia thiét.” Hodc Canh Than khong thita nhan, nhung ciing khéng pht nhan, chi binh tinh néi tiép:
“Tham Tritng, anh that nghiép roi”

Tham Trig con chua kip néi, déi phuong da quip lay tay phai ciu, khé khang kéo, dé ban tay cau vudt
ve khép ngudi anh, gidng nhu dang cb ging du db, 4nh mit néng ruc thap thoing chd mong, Tham Trimg
cam thay miéng ludi kho khoc, toan than néng lén, 1ap ba 1ip bap néi: “Anh . . . . Anhmuén . . . . Anh
muén lam gi . . . 7

“Bén than.” Hoic Canh Than ding chat giong tram dm, “Em cAm thiy thé nao?”

“Thdy ThAay thé nio la sao?!” Tham Trimg hodng loan dén cuc do, qua that dimg ngdi khong yén, khong
du stic tir chdi anh: “Em, em khong hiéu y anh . . . . Anh binh tinh lai, ching ta ti tit néi chuyén.”

“Anh khéng c6 tién mua vé may bay ve.” Hodc Canh Than tit tén néi.

Trong dau Tham Tritng nhu ¢6 tia sdng xoet qua, “Em c¢6 thé cho anh muon tién!”

“Anh tha rang tu lam tu huéng” Hodc Canh Than khéng hé xé dich.

“Em khong biét r6t cuéc anh mubn lam gi, nhung . . . . Nhung chuyén gifta hai ching ta co ban khong
giéng vay!” Tham Tring voi va noi.

“Chd nao khong gidng? Anh ban than, em thi ding tién hodc do vat dé tra, day 1a chuyén rat binh thuong.”
Hodc Canh Than khéng chit hé then, tra 16i mot cach than nhién.

Tham Trimg ctimg hong.

“Hosc gid, em cho rang khach cao thugng hon gai?” Hofic Canh Than mét bén vudt dui cdu mot cich ms
4m, mot bén 1y 18 hiing hon vin hoi: “Hién gio anh dua ra yéu cau ndy véi em, em ciing khinh thuéng anh?”
“Khong c6!” Tham Trimg phit nhan ngay titc thoi.

Ho#c Canh Than nim tay ciu, ha thip giong diit nghi vin: “VAy tai sao em lai khinh thudng chinh minh.”

Tham Trimg nghen hong, ciu biét ban than du cé 1y luan thé nao ciing khong thé néi r6 duge, danh phai
tit bo tranh luén.

)

“Chuyén qua khit khong cach nao van hdi, cé diéu, bay gid ching ta trao déi than phan, xem nhu hué nhau’
Hoac Canh Than tu dua ra két lun, sau ciing, cuong quyét kéo tay Tham Trimg dén chd giita hai chan anh,
khoéng cho phép tit chdi, néi mét cach tu nhién: “Xin 18i, anh khéng biét vao bép, khong biét gl cd . . . .
Anh chi biét mdi chuyén nay.”

Hodc Canh Than biéu dat stc tich, nhung thai d6 thi thé hién cuc ré rang, sao Tham Trig c6 thé nghe
khong hiéu, chi méi viéc cdm nhén xtc cdm quen thudce tit bo vi dudi tay, da khién hai gd méa cdu ting hdng,
ling ting dén ngén tay thi run ray, toan than thi té cing.
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“Hodc Canh Than . . . ” ciu ding giong diéu gan nhu cau xin, xau hd né tranh 4nh mit ctia anh, “Anh . .
. . Anh dung lam vay . . .

“Em ghét anh lam thé nay 4?” Hofc Canh Than lai bau chit ¢d tay cAu, tham chi con ding mit co nhe vio
dui cdu, nhu chd meo dang nam trén dau gbi ch@ nhan, niing niu, hodc nhu dang c¢b tinh khiéu khich.

Tham Trimg khong thét duge mot chit, ro rang chi 13 nhitng cai dung cham khé khang, ciing du khoi goi
hoi tic trong qua khit cia cAu, du cAu khong chiu néi ra miéng, nhung co thé cAu con mudn that tha gip
bdi lan cai dau clia cdu, chi méi bi cham vao, da cdm thiy nhu cé ludng dién xoet qua, cdu mot mit mudn
nhiéu hon nita, moét mat lai cho rang khong thé cit tiép tuc nhu viy, trong dau di thit mau thuin, guong
mat cing do d6 ma ciing do.

“Tham Trimg.” Hoic Canh Than néi nhu thi tham, “Ti khi budc vao nha, anh van luén doi”
Cau dan ra, tra 16i trong vo thitc: “Dgi gi?”

“Anh dang dgi em dan anh di tham quan phong ngt.” Hodc Canh Than hoi nhuén ngudi ddy, tién dén sat
bén tai cAu, mit nhe céi 16 tai d& d6 hong, “Theo anh, hién gid 13 thdi diém thich hop nhét, viy con em,
mudn anh dgi dén chimng nao nita.”

Chuyén xay ra tiép theo tia nhu mét gidc mo, trong dau Tham Trimg trong réng, tat ca 1y trf déu troi sach
theo cau cau hoan tra hinh kia, vé mat 1y tri biét r6 lam vAy khong 6n, nhung khi cAu dinh than lai, ban
than da & trén cau thang, con moi Hoac Canh Than thi dang cudng nhiét lam loan trén cd ciu, co thé hai
ngudi dinh sat nhau, dudi tinh hinh d6, c& hai bén déu khong che gidu dugc phan t@ng sinh 1y rat thanh
that.

Tinh khi ctia ciu thic vao dui Hodc Canh Than, con ciia Hodc Canh Than ciing thic vao ciu, hai ngusi
trao nhau mot nu hon nong nhiét, cudi cing Tham Trimg hén hén néi: “Phong ngt . . . . Phong dau tién
bén trai”

Chi néi mAy chit don gidn thé thoi, ciing di khién cau mudn don thd, nhung Hodc Canh Than hién nhién
ché them dé ¥, kéo tay cau di dén phong ngt, dong thsi binh tinh néi: “Em thich thé loai nao?”

Tham Tring siing so.

“Néi cho anh biét, em thich thé loai ndo.” Hofic Canh Than khong ldy lam phién nhéc lai lan nita, trong anh
mét lodng thodang dém lira noén néng, nhu cip thiét dén dinh diém, rdi lai phai din xubng, giit binh tinh dé
né6i chuyén véi cau, gan nhu nghiém chinh néi ra 15i bdo dam: “Bat ké em thich thé loai ndo, déu cé thé néi
thing véi anh, anh sé . . . . C6 hét sic 14y long em.”

Néi xong nhitng 15i nay, nhin Hodc Canh Than cé vé khong dude ti nhién 1am, dit ngoai mit van t6 ra binh
tinh, nhung 16 tai lai d6 mdt cach la thudng.

Mai dén lic nay, Tham Tring méi hiéu ¥ anh, Hoic Canh Than s& di néi ra nhitng 161 trén, lam ra viéc nay,
chi vi muén céi bé gt mic trong long clia cdu, dep di chuéng ngai trong tu tudng clia cu, vi thé, Hoac
Canh Than khong ngai gat bé xau hd dé dua ra yéu cau quai gé nay.

Anh ngbc 4?7 Dt nghi vy, nhung Tham Trimg khong néi ra, tham chi cAm thdy mot con dau rat tir ddy
1ong truyén dén, khong biét minh im ling trong bao 1au, cudi ctiing méi hang giong, hoi guong gao néi: “Em
biét 16i.”

Ho & trén giudng kha kiém ché chi lam mot lan, Tham Trimg gan nhu khong néi, tit dau chi cubi déu cb
chiu dung ma thd dbc ciing rén ri, chi thinh thodng néi may chit nhu “sdu hon” hay “nhe chtt”, hau hét
thoi gian déu nam trong tay Hodc Canh Than nhw tit trude téi gio, dong tac ctia Hodc Canh Than van diu
dang truée sau nhu mot, trong qua trinh ¢6 lic Tham Trimg bat khéc, Hodec Canh Than con cho rang ban
than lam céu dau, tham chi con thoang chit hodng loan ma c¢b dit ra, nhung Tham Trimg lai c6 chap doi
Hodc Canh Than phai tiép tuc.

Sau khi moi thit két thic, Tham Trimg btin rin nam ¥ ra giuong, nhu chot nhé ra chuyén gi, 1ap tiic quay
qua héi anh: “Anh . . .. Um, claanh ...

“C4i gi?” Hodc Canh Than hoang mang nhin cau.
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“Gi4 . . . ” Tham Tring ling ting néi.
Anh nhoén miéng cudi, “Theo em, anh dang gia bao nhiéu?”

Tham Tritng khoéng néi mot 15i bat day, tim trong bop, roi lai luc loi khip phong ngii, dem tt ca tién mit
ban than tim dugc 6m lai, dit xubng trude mit Hoac Canh Than, trong d6 cé cé tién Nhat 1an tien Dai,
con méy td d6 1é nita, Tham Trimg c¢é hoi quan bach, “Nhiéu day . . . . di khong?”

“Pi.” Hofic Canh Than nhit quan 1én méc bép tién ra, vo tu lum hét tién cit vao bop.
“Anh . . . . that su khéng ngai a?”
“Khong ngai” Hodc Canh Than xoa dau cdu, “Chuyén nay sé khong lam anh thiy nhuc nha.”

Céau bdng caAm gidc vanh m&t cay cay, lai khong mudn bi trong thiy, thé nén guc dau xubng, dua lai gan,
khé dui dau vao bd vai tran ciia Hoac Canh Than nhu liy long. Hodc Canh Than biét lang nghe 6m lay céu,
nhe giong néi: “Vay, gid em da chiu tiép nhan anh r6i ch?”

Tham Trimg nhin khéc, khong chit ngap ngiing gat dau cai rup.
“Vay thi duge rdi” Hodc Canh Than néi giong hoa nha, “Tiép theo ching ta tinh ng nao.”
“Tinh ng?” Tham Tring ngiy ra, ngudc mit 1én mé man nhin anh.

“Anh da tha tht cho chuyén em khong tit ma biét” Hodc Canh Than ding 4m diéu déu déu, trén mat 1 nu
cudi vi tha, “Cé diéu, anh cAm thiy em can mot bai hoc, dé ¢é thé ghi nhé ding sau nay khong tai pham
161 nay nita, viy nén, tiép theo anh sé& khéng tiép tuc nhe tay.”

Sé khong nhe tay?

Tham Tring ¢ nhin xudng tiéng nitc nd, chot nhan ra Hoic Canh Than khéng néi xao, tir lic hai ngusi
san sinh quan hé t6i gio, Hoic Canh Than luon ludn toé ra diu dang, dit dai da s6 thoi gian kha 14 nhiét tinh,
nhung van nim trong tam kiém soét, gan nhu chua c6 thoi diém nio hoan toan méat khéng ché, day doin
chimg 13 1an dau tién.

“Dang chan rong ra.” Hodc Canh Than cin nhe 15 tai cau tir ding sau, giong néi dimg dung, cit nhu cAu néi
trén chang mang t{ tinh chat ha luu nio, ma chi 14 mét cAu ménh lénh théng thudng.

Tham Trimg khéng dém lam trai, nghe theo 15i anh dang chan ra, trong mot gidy khi vat kia duge ddy vao
dudng nhu cdu cdm nhéan su &p bach manh liét hon, cdu nghe thiy Hodc Canh Than bt ra tiéng thé dbc
khéan diic, khi quan kia con dang xAm nhéap tit tit, xong lai bat ngd diy sdu vao trong mot cach dit khodt,
Tham Trimg cin chit mdi, 4nh mat ra roi nhin mot diém nao dé trong khong trung, tam mat khong tai nao
tap trung dugc.

Noi bi tién vao truyén dén cdm gide truéng dau, ro rang trude diy da lam mot lan, nén gid bi diy thing
vao ciing khéng dén ndi bi thuong, nhung déng tic gan nhu manh bao clia anh khién cdu cam thiy khéng
quen, t6i tan ltc nay, cAu mdéi phéat hién héa ra con gidn ctia Hoac Canh Than chua ting voi bét, hién gis
anh dang muon hanh vi nay dé boc 16 cdm xtic ban than.

“Hodc . . . . Canh Than . . . ” ciu kiém lai tiéng thé ddc, mang theo tran ngap an nin cting héi 161, “Xin
16i, sau ndy em sé khong vy nita . . . . Xin1di . . .

Dong téc ciia Hodc Canh Than thodng khung lai, nhé giong néi vao tai cau: “Khéng sao, em van con co hoi
chudc 18i.” kém theo 16i néi, chinh 13 mét ct thic manh, budc cdu nudt gon tinh khi ciia anh, Tham Tritng
thét ra tiéng kéu hodng sg, v thitc duge ban than bdi vi cdi dAm qud sdu clia anh ma tran ra it dich, mat
nhu bi phéng, trong long thi cdm thiy cuc ky xau ho.

“Tham Trimg.” Hofc Canh Than mot bén hén 1én gy ciu, mét bén néi nhu thé ra lénh: “Tha 16ng ngusi”
“Ch$ chit 7 Tham Trimg nhin dau, chan btin rin dén gan nhu khéng thé quy 1én, néu khéng phai Hodc
Cénh Than dang giit chit eo ciu, c6 thé ci ngudi cdu da lot thém trong chian ném roi, cdu c¢b lay lai nhip
thd, phia truéce 13 moét mang 16 md, chi ¢ d6 4m dan sat ding sau 1a dic biét r6 rét, gibng nhu mot ngon
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ltta, néng dén ndi khién ngudi ta cdm thay hoang loan, nhung cling 4m 4p dén do lam ngudi ta khéng nd
day ra.

Hoéc Canh Than qua nhién ngting lai, nhung khéng tha Tham Trimg ra, ma nguge lai hoi cii ngudi xudng,
mot tay bit 1y tinh khi ctia Tham Trimg, dau ngén tay cha x4t dau mit mot cdch manh bao, Tham Tring
bi lam dén ndi thé hén hén, dot kich bat ngd khién cau khong kip phong bi bén ra chét dich loang loang,
lam u6t céd chan ném.

“Nhanh that.” Hofic Canh Than binh én néi, “Khong phai méi vita bin mét 1an a?”

2 N FS R S ;. X N . ES v N Z . X A \ s . A < X. A N
Tham Tring xau ho den cii guc dau, vui het cd mat vao goi dau, &m ¢ néi: “Lau lam roi khong lam . . . 7

“Lic khong c6 anh, em khong tiu xit?” Hofc Canh Than hoéi rat chi 1a thing thimg.

Tham Trimg khong gat dau, nhung ciing khong 18¢ dau, bay té thai do quyét tAm trén tranh chi dé nay t6i
ciing. Hodc Canh Than khong vi vy ma gidn, ngén tay nhu dang diia nghich thi nho, diu dang van vé dau
mit man cam, song song dé bat dau dot chinh phuc tiép theo, Tham Trimg bi hiic dén thé khong ra hoi,
tuy da c¢b nudt xudng, nhung thinh thodng van dé lot nhiing tiéng rén ri nghen ngao trong c¢é hong.

“Em kh6c?” Hodc Canh Than dét nhién xét hoi.
“Khong c6 . . . .” Tham Trimg nghén nghen tra 15i.

“Nghe cit nhu dang khéc.” Hoac Canh Than hung hing hiic manh mot ct, hoan toan khéng né tinh, am
huéng co thé va cham 16n dén d6 lam ngudi khic phai thdy xdu hé, nhung anh lai nhu hoan toan khong
nghe thdy, c6 vé dang suy tu, ha thap giong héi: “Anh lam em dau?”

Tham Trimg khong biét nén tra 15i thé nao, budc long phai lic dau. N6i dau thi khong chinh xéc 1dm, tuy
ding 14 c6 dau, nhung khong phai hoan toan khéng c6 khoai cAm, co thé ctia Tham Trimg da sém tap thanh
théi quen véi chuyén nay, mdi lan Hodc Canh Than tién vao déu ma sit dén chd man cam, loai khodi cAm
kich liét kia luén lam cho phan eo clia cdu biin riin, ha than ciing cuong l1én theo, cAu gan nhu mat kiém
soat ma bat ra tiéng.

“Anh tuéng rang em khong thich anh” Hodc Canh Than binh 6n néi.

Tham Trimg biét d6i phuong dang néi vé chuyén anh phét hién cdu khong tit ma biét, trong long lai dang
trao vo6 van hé then, nhung ciing ddng thoi cdm thiy mimg ré khong tai nao néi thanh 15i, truée nay cau
khong hé hay biét héa ra Hodc Canh Than c¢6 dé ¥ dén cau, cudi ciing gid cau da cé thé viing tin day 1a su
that, hon c& vui suéng, trén hét chinh 1a cdm gidc man nguyén vi nhan duge sy hoi dép.

”

“Khong phai vay, em luén ludén thich anh . . . . ludn luén . . . " cau cb 1y hét diing khi dé néi.

“Lita dd0.” Hofc Canh Than khong hé né mit ma phan bac ngay ttic thi, ra vio cang lic cang manh, nhu
dang ¢ stt dung bao luc, lai nhu ¢b tinh tc hiép cdu, mot bén ra vio manh bao, mét bén gim cén 16 tai
cdu, dung giong diéu gan nhu uit tc dé néi: “Anh 16 rang bdo em dgi anh, em lai lén trén di . . . . Em
that khong nghe 16i.”

Tham Trimg khong tiép tuc nhin xubng tiéng rén ri, ha than thoing cuwong, dau mut lai 1an nita trao ra dich,
céu n6i khong nén 151, cling khong biét nén thanh minh thé ndo cho ban théan, trong long diy 1én cAm giac
cay ding khong ngoai dur liéu, cdu cdm c6 tay dang chéng & mét bén ciia Hodc Canh Than, tir tit siét lai, ké
d6 dung khuén mit nhudém mau séng tinh dui dui cai tay d6, gidng nhu con ciin con pham 16i dang cau xin
chit nhan tha tht, can than ting li ting ti va cd su 4n nin khé giau.

Déng téc clia ddi phuong thodng ngitng lai, khong biét qua bao lau, cudi cing Hoac Canh Than mdi nim
lai tay cAu, md miéng néi: “Pay 1a lan cudi cling.”

Vi tu thé dua lung vé phia anh, nén Tham Trimg khong thiy dude nét mit ctia dbi phuong, nhung cé thé
doan chimg dudc biéu hién ctia dbi phuong lic nay la nghiém khic, khéng phai Hodc Canh Than khéng
gian, nhung van chon lugng thit, Tham Trimg thd phao trong long, khéng nhin duge kéo tay ddi phuong
dén truéc mit minh, 1y long hon 1én tay va co tay d6i phuong.
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Ké d6, thit luon 1ap day ding sau cdu dot ngot rit ra, Tham Trimg bi 1at ngudi lai, thita nhan dbi phuong
tir chinh dién. Hofc Canh Than mét cAu ciing khong néi, cau may, trén mat lodng thodng su khao khét
ciing kiém ché, dong tac tré nén gip gap hon, mdi mdt 1an déu vao that siu, roi lai héng hich can quét bén
trong, noi bi tién vao va ca tinh khi da phét tiét déu ngip trong con khodi cim ngot ngio, cudi cling Tham
Tritng hét chiu duge 6m chat 1dy d6i phuong, nghen ngao cin vai Hodc Canh Than.

“Chg . ... Chochit. .. ” ciu oan ngudi trong lic than tri mo mang, ri ri cau xin.
“Khong.” Hodc Canh Than dit khoat cu tuyét.

Phét tiét lién tiép miy lan, Tham Trimg khong ban duge gi nita, nhung thong dao chit khit bi tién vao da
dit dé cAm nhan khodi cdm, ha than cuong dén dau nhitc, Hodc Canh Than diy manh mot cii bat ngd, dua
day khong theo tiét tAu, bat ra tiéng rén khan khan, tinh khi rung dong, ttc thi tiét ra trong co thé Tham
Tring.

Tham Trimg cb chiu dung kich thich qué dbi manh mé, trén mit séng tinh tran lan, phat hién dich thé bai
vi dong tac ra vao khong ngiing ma tran ra ngoai, thAm uét ctia dui 1dn chan ném dudi ngudi, khién nira
ngudi dudi clia cdu toan 13 chat dich, nhin thodng qua qué that cuc ky tham hai.

Hai ngudi duy tri tw thé 6m nhau, Hoic Canh Than dit hét trong lugng toan than 1én ngudi Tham Trimg,
khong ai 1én tiéng, nhung Tham Trimg lai vi sy im ling cling trong lugng ciia déi phuong ma cam thiy yén
tam, khong can néi ra miéng, ciing khong can tiép tuc ngdi suy dodn tinh cadm ciia déi phuong, tat ci khong
phéi 1a gid. Cau thoéa man nghi.

»

Yén ling duge mét lic, Tham Tritmg cubdi ciing khéng nhin dude 1én tiéng goi: “Hodc Canh Than . . . .
Déi phuong khong dap lai.
Tham Tritng cadm thiy cé diéu khong on, day day ngudi bén trén, “Hoac Canh Than?”

Ngudi Hodc Canh Than thodng léch qua mot bén, hoi thd déu déu, hai mit nhidm nghién, Tham Trimg
nghen hong tran trdi, sau mét lic lau mdéi tiéu héa duge viec Hodc Canh Than dang ngii, trong mot gidy
4y, cau khong biét nén khoc hay nén cudi, danh phai day ddi phuong ra, dé cai khi quan con hai cuong kia
truot khoi co thé minh, nhe nhang dép chin cho Hoic Canh Than, thoing chit budn cudi ngdm guong mit
yén a khi ngti ctia anh.

Gi® nghi lai, Hofc Canh Than mdt miit phai lo 1ing cho hanh hung clia cdu, mét mit phai ngdi thoi gian
dai trén may bay, hién nhién da méy ngay lién khong nghi ngoi dang hoang. Dt biét nghi thé nay 1a sai,
nhung biét déi phuong dit mét méi van cb kién tri dén dy giap mit minh, Tham Trimg vita cim thiy xot
xa, lai vita lodng thodng cdm gidc théa man.

. .. . Quéa that nhu dang mo.

Hai bén yéu nhau, Hoic Canh Than khéng ngai ngan ddm xa x6i dén day gip cdu, thim chi con ding céch
nay dé cdéi bo git mac trong long ciu.

Tham Trimg nam xubng, dua sét vao ngudsi Hodc Canh Than, chdt c6 cam gidc, khong can nghi gi ca, khong
can phién gi nita, chi can ngudi bén canh bang long ¢ bén minh 14 dd 14m rdi. Diéu ban than ao udce da lau,
ctt ngd rang déc hét site lue cling khong tai nao dat duge, nhung gio day lai dé& dang dén tay . . . . Hoa ra
d6 khong phai wéc mo hao huyén.

Cau cubi ciing ciing ¢6 duge anh, di ddy méi chi 14 mot bat dau méi, dut tinh cdm nay yéu 6t dén do c6 thé
tan bién trong phit chéc, nhung hién tai, Tham Trimg da c6 thé khang dinh, gitta ho qua that c6 thi gi
day ton tai, khong phai gia tao, ciing khéng phai 4o gidc.
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20. Chuong 20

Hoéc Canh Than ngti mét céi 1a ngii subt mudi may tiéng, dén tan dém khuya méi tinh lai.

Tham Trimg nhéan lic dbi phuong ngt di ra ngoai mua mot s6 nguyén liéu ndu nuéng, trude gic Hodc Canh
Than rat soi méi, doan chimg lic trén may bay ché an dude gi, ma dbéi phuong ngdi trén may bay khoang
thai gian dai nhu vy, déu 1a vi cau, tuy bén trong do c6 nhan t6 hiéu lam ma phai bay mot chuyén khong
cong dén New York, c¢6 didu Tham Trimg tit cAm thdy minh khéng nén nhic dén chuyén nay thi tét hon.

Cau chuan bi com xong thi tu &n hét phan ctia minh, ké dé & trong phong khach khén khé hoc ngit phép
tiéng Nhat. Lic bat dau quyét dinh dén Nhat Ban, ciing vi thoi dai hoc cdu ting hoc hai ndm tiéng Nhét,
van con nhé duge mot sb tit thong dung co ban, nhung trinh do ¢d d6 con lau méi da dé dén trudng, nén
cadu mdéi quyét dinh theo hoc trudng tiéng mot nam trude da.

Chéng qua khong ai ngd, Hofc Canh Than lai dudi theo dén tan day, Tham Trimg ngan ngo nhin séch, cam
thay luong . Puong nhién ciu rat thich Hodc Canh Than, cing muén séng chung véi d6i phuong, nhiung
theo hoc truong dau bép 1a mot trong sd nhitng ké hoach duge hoach dinh tit trude lic quen Hodc Canh
Than, cdu that sy khéng biét nén lva chon thé nao hét.

“Tham Tritng?”

Tham Trimg bi tiéng goi nay lam cho hét hdn, ngang phat dau déy, thdy Hoic Canh Than hinh nhw mai
tadm rita xong, trén téc con vuong hoi am, trén ngudi chi mic mot cai 4o so mi kiéu don gidn va quan tay,
Tham Tring thoang sing s, roi lai chot nhé ra khong nén nhin chdm chim déi phuong nhu thé, ciing lic
dinh than lai, khan truong néi: “Em da chuan bi do an réi, anh cé déi bung khong? Em di hAm lai”

Hodc Canh Than binh tinh nhin ciu, rdi méi git dau, nhung cit chi ctia anh c6 vé khoéng duge tu nhién.
Tham Tring von con hoi hoang mang, nhung khi dén nha bép lai nhé t6i chuyén xy ra trude diy, Hoac
Céanh Than vita lam xong thi ldn ra ngii ngay trén ngudi cau, néi viy chic déi phuong van con nhd, thanh
ra cam thay xau hé cling 14 chuyén duong nhién.

Céi dang vé gia do binh tinh rdi lai mét tu nhién Ay that rat thd vi, cdu co ho chua timg nhin thiy biéu
hién d6 trén mit anh, Tham Trimg thidy méi mé ghé, dong thoi ciing hoi titc cudi.

Ham do #n xong, Tham Trimg bung ra phong khach, Hoac Canh Than dang ngoi trén sé pha, dgi sau khi
cau dit chén dia xudng hét ro6i méi ha thap giong néi: “Cam on.”

“Khong can cdm on.” Tham Trimg ngdi xubng bén canh, cAm séch ngit phap 1én, dong thsi ling ling nhom
1én Hodc Canh Than, chdng qua tring hop sao vao lic cdu nhin Hodc Canh Than, Hodc Canh Than ciing
nhin ciu, &nh m&t hai ngusi cham nhau giita khong trung, Tham Tring cdm gidc tim minh nhay dung lén,
co ho khéng biét phai phan tng thé nao cho ding, vo thitc tranh di.

Tuy ltc d6 da cb 1y hét can dam dé bay t6 ndi long, nhung gio hdi tudng lai, van cam thiy kha xdu ho,
di1 trén mot s6 phuong dién, ca hai ngudi ho déu cé ciing sy #n y khéng can néi ra miéng, nhung dot nhién
chuyén tir mdi quan hé thé xic sang giai doan yéu duong, Tham Trimg c6 cam gidc rat quai dan, tham chi
khong biét phai cu xit ra sao.

Ho#c Canh Than bung chén, anh diing dong téc lich thiép dé &n canh khoai tay ham thit ciing com tréng,
dit nhin so qua thi ¢6 vé kha binh tinh, nhung Tham Tring lai chi ¥ thiy ddi phuong c6 vé nhin nhu khong
nhin ma chén sach nhitng thit binh thudéng khéng bao gi dung dén, lai con khong nhan ra diém béat thudng.
Héa ra ngudi khan truong bat an, khéng phai chi mdi minh cau.

Khéng biét tai sao, ltc phat hién su that nay, dit 1a thé xdc hay tinh than déu tré nén thu thai, Tham Tring
do dut mot thodng, cudi cting quyét dinh lua chon chii dé an toan, “Nghe néi Canh Dung xuat vién 16i?”
Hoéc Canh Than dua mit nhin ciu, nudt thitc &n xubng, roéi méi binh tinh néi: “Vét thuong ctia né da lanh
tuong dbi rdi, nén trg veé.”

Tham Tritng bat gidc héi: “Vay con anh Chung?”
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Hoéc Canh Than dudng nhu thiy bat ngd déi v6i van dé cdu dua ra, nhung van tra 16i dang hoang: “Anh
khong ré chuyén ctia anh Chung lam.”

Tham Trimg “A” mot tiéng, hai ngudi lai roi vao trang thai im 1ing.

R6 rang mdi quan hé trong qua kht ctia ca hai co ho khong gi khong thé néi, tuy sé khong dao sau vao
chuyén c4 nhan, nhung it nhat khong giéng bay gis, dén cid mot cha dé dé néi ciing khong c6, dit mudn néi
gl cling phai phan van xem né c¢6 hgp khong.

Lét sau, Hoac Canh Than bdng néi: “Em dang lo?”

Tham Tring ngiy ra, nhin theo huéng mét ctia déi phuong dén tay ctia chinh cdu, cii tay dang lat sich
trong vo thitc, diéu lam céu thay xau hé hon hét chinh 14, t6i tAn gio cAu méi phat hién, cAu dang cam sach
nguge, ¢6 cam gidc mit minh nhu dang bdc khéi, quyét dinh vitt sich qua mot bén, cam chiu néi: “Trong
tinh huéng nay, ai ma khéng lo. Ching phai anh ciing vy diy sao? Vit niy con fn ca bong cai kia.”

Hoéc Canh Than khong néi gi, ciing khéng phan béc, chi cap téc ddi huéng nhin nhu thé trén tranh, 15 tai
do6 phon phdét.

Vi thay d6i phuong ciing quan bach nhu minh, nén cubi cting Tham Trimg cé cam gidc nhu duge thd phao
nhe nhom, du Hoic Canh Than gid do thong dong tu tai, con minh thi dén sach ciing cam ngugc, nhung
cam xtic khan truong ctia hai ngusi 13 nhu nhau. Vi chua timg yéu duong, nén trén co ban khong biét phai
cu xit thé nao, dii trong long luén nhii phai ¢d gang, nhung khoéng biét nén bat dau tir dau.

Khéng biét da qua bao lau, cudi cting Hodc Canh Than cat 15i trude: “Tham Trimg.”
“U” cAu nhin thang vao méit déi phuong, 4p ché non néng trong long.

“Anh chua tung yéu ai.”

“Em cling vay.”

“Nén . . . . Anh phat hién ra kha tré, anh vén cho rang dé chi 1 duc vong doc chiém, nhung that chit
khong phai viy” Hofc Canh Than dudng nhu cé phan do du, dén ci sic mit cing thé hién su chan chd
hiém thay, “Tham Trimg, anh khoéng biét phai lam sao, nhung anh mong c¢6 thé & bén em, nhu trong qui
khit . . . ” anh ngung lai trong mot gidy, roi stta 15i: “Khong, khong chi gidng nhu truée day, anh mudn
nhiéu hon thé. Nhung trén phuong dién nay, mot khi vugt qua ranh gidi nao dé sé khong tai nao cé thé
quay trd lai cdch dung tién dé gidi quyét vin dé dugc nita, lai thém vu tai tiéng kia, nén anh quyét dinh
phéi giai thich r6 rang véi cha trude da.”

“Nén anh méi thing thimg come out viy dé ha?” Tham Trimg tiép 15i.

“Phai, khong c6 gi khong thé néi, di sao cling 1a su thit, ching qua nhiing ngudi quen ching ta biét ma
khong néi thoéi” Hoac Canh Than biéu hién binh tinh, “Néu nhu mudn qua lai véi em gidng nhu nhiing
ngudi yéu nhau, thi phai hiy luén cad hén uéc méi duge.”

Tham Trimg im lang mét lac 1au, cudi cliing méi néi ra nghi vin da gidu trong long tit rat 1au roi: “Rét cude
anh thich em & diém nao?”

“Mat, co thé, ca tinh cach.” Hoac Canh Than tra 15i rat d6i than nhién, lai suy nghi trong mot gidy, bo sung
thém: “Néu néi 1a thich, chi bang néi khong c6 diém nao ding dé ghét, moi mat déu tt.”

D6t nhién duge khen nggi, Tham Trimg cam thay hoi xdu hé, 4&m & mot tiéng, dong suy nghi chay mot vong
mdi phat hién khong ding, ngac nhién néi: “Anh dang néi vé trinh ty a7 Dau tién 1a thich mat, tiép theo
1 co thé, cubi cting méi 1a tinh cach?”

“Lan dau tién gip em, anh nhin thdy mit ciia em trudc hét.” Hofc Canh Than 1l dénh tra 15i, giong néi
déu deéu, rat chi 1a that tha: “Anh thita nhidn ban than 1A mot ngusi nong can. C6 diéu tdi gid, néu anh chi
thich mdi tuéng mao clia em, thi khéng Iy nao lai tit xa x6i bay dén diy gip em.

Thét chdt Tham Tritmg cling chdng c6 tu cich 1én dn dbi phuong, lic cdu vita méi quen Hodc Canh Than,
thit hap dan cdu dau tién chinh 14 dién mao cing phong pham ciia anh, sau day méi thich dén anh, du dén
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git cAu da c6 thé néi ra mot sb ly do khién cau thich anh, nhung cAu rd hon ai hét, cau khong hoan toan
thau hiéu Hodc Canh Than, ma chinh Hoac Canh Than dbi véi cau ciing thé.

“Em da quyét dinh muén & lai day dé hoc?” Hodc Canh Than dot nhién chuyén qua van dé khéc.
Tham Trimg git dau, vi dé cAp dén van dé khong thé lang tranh, nén tAm trang cdu tu nhién chiing xubng.

“Néu anh néi, anh mong c6 thé nhin thidy em mdi ngay” giong Hodc Canh Than rat than nhién, “Chic em
sé khong dé y anh chuyén t6i day ¢?”

Tham Tritng ngd ngang, 1ap titc nghen hong nhin anh tran tréi.

b2

“Nhung, nhung con cong viéc clia anh thi sao

“Coéng viéc thong thuong cé thé xit Ij tit xa, con néu 1a chuyén quan trong, thi mdi thang quay vé xem mot
lan 14 dugc r6i” Hodc Canh Than khong dong tinh v6i cdu, nhian may, “VA lai, chua chic gi ¢ thé tiép
tuc cong viéc nay, cha anh sau khi biét chuyén anh hity hon, khong méy hai long. Néu anh khong thé boi
thudng ton thit trong khodng thdi gian nhat dinh, doén chimg sé bi dudi ¢5.”

“Vay anh xem nhu bi duéi khéi nha 4?” Tham Trimg khé long tin duge.
“Khéng.” Hodc Canh Than mim cudi, “Em dang lo cho anh &

Anh diing thai do khang dinh 100% dé néi, Tham Trimg cting mit, trong long lai diy lén ndi niém cim hon,
“Lo cho anh khong phai 1a chuyén duong nhién sao.”

“Thét su khéng sao.” Hofic Canh Than giai thich mét cch vo vi, “Ong gian thi c6 gidn, nhung chua dén
mitc quyét dinh cat dtt quan hé cha con.” anh do du trong mot gidy, ké dé can than néi: “Canh Dung néi
em van chua lam xong visa, sap t6i van phai vé nudc mot chuyén, néu em dong ¥, cha anh mudn gip mat
em.

Tham Tritng sting sot, trong dau luét qua khung canh cha ctia Hodc Canh Than liy ra mot to ngan phiéu
dé tréng, diing moi cach thic tit uy hiép dén du dé dé yéu cau ciu chia tay véi Hoic Canh Than, chi trong
gidy phit ngin ngii thodng qua iy, ma ci ngudi cAu da gan nhu té cting, giong néi bat gidc trd nén kho
khan: “Ong . . . . Tai sao 6ng mudn gip em?”

“Chi 1a mubn giap mit em mot lan, em khong mudn ciing khong sao.” Hofic Canh Than nhe nhang tra 16i,
dong thoi ndm tay cau nhu khich 1é.

“Khong, khong phai em khong mudn . . . . Tham Trimg khé khan néi cho hét cau, “Chi la can thém thoi
gian dé chuan bi tam ly.”

Vita méi bat dau yéu ma da phai ra mat ngudi 16n, ding 1a rat déng sg. Tham Trimg cam thay ap luc de
néng lén vai, nhung khong hé c6 ¥ dinh trén tranh. Tranh duge mot lan, khong thé tranh duge subt doi,
huéng hé Hoac Canh Than da come out 16i, vé tinh vé 1y cAu déu phai ra mit cha ctia Hoac Canh Than.
Nghi thi nghi viy, nhung khoanh khic budc xubng méy bay ciu van cam thiy cuc ky cing thing.

Hoéc Canh Than da lién lac trude véi tai xé, nhung diéu lam cho ho ngac nhién, chinh 1a Hodc Canh Dung
ciing t6i dén. Hai ngudi vita ngdi vao xe, Hoac Canh Dung dang ngdi ¢ ghé trude 1ap tic mé miéng trach
ct: “Hai ngudi qua dang lam rdi nha, quing moét minh em & nha, Hoic tién sinh da vé tit hém trudc.”
“Ong lai lam gi” Hodc Canh Than héi.

“Ong khoéng cho em ra ngoai” Hodc Canh Dung ham huc tra 15i.

Hodc Canh Than quan sat cau, tra 16i mot cach khach quan: “Lam vAy ciing ding théi, tuy rang vét thuong
ctia em da lanh, nhung van phai tudn theo ché d6 diéu dudng clia bac si. VA lai, em ra ngoai lam gi? Néu
chi 13 viéc vat vanh, thi bao trg 1y di lam 1a dugc roi, khong nhat thiét phai ra ngoai.”

Trén mit Hodc Canh Dung thodng hién ro vé mat tu nhién, tranh né 4nh mit anh ma cam ram: “Em chi

mubn di tham ban be . . . . Cai nay khong dudc, céi kia ciing khoéng dude, anh v6i Hodc tién sinh ditt
khoéc dem em nhét vao ***g luén di”
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“Néu em dong ¥ thi khong thanh vAn dé” Hodc Canh Than thong dong quing tra lai cau, “N6i ra, néu éng
khéng cho phép em ra ngoai, viy sao em dén dugc day?”

“Ac. .. ” Hofc Canh Dung lap ttc chot da cdi gim miit.

Tham Tring nghe mot thoi mot hoi, méi nhan ra “Hodc tién sinh” ma ho dang néi dén, 14 chi cha ctia ba
anh em ho. Tuy rang cich xung hé danh cho cha nay rat ldy lam dang ngd, nhung chi mdi viéc nghi dén
sép phai giap mit Hodc tién sinh da du lam cdu dién loan, cad ngudi tré nén cing ngic, trén co ban khong
ranh chit y dén vé khéc thudng ctia Hodc Canh Dung, tham chi quén héi luén cai ngusi duge goi 1a ban be
ay 1a sao.

Dbén ldc 6 t6 ngimg lai truée Hodc trach, Tham Tring xach hanh 1j gon nhe xudng, gong lung bude vao ngdi
nha da ting & trong may thang qua. Hoic Canh Dung di tubt dang trudc, nghéng ngang budc viao phong
khéach, néi véi ngusi dang ngdi trén s6 pha: “Con dén anh hai véi Tham Tring vé roi ne.”

Ngudi ngdi trén s6 pha khong dap 16i, quay dau qua, Tham Trimg va ddi phuong bén mit cham nhau, dau
Oc dinh chi trong mot gidy.

Ngudi kia c6 dién mao nhu ban sao cia Hodc Canh Than, chdng qua gia hon ti, guong mit ciing khé nghiém
tic, hodc ¢6 thé n6i khéng cé biéu hién gi rdo, dgi thém mAy muci nim nita, chic Hodc Canh Than cling sé
y nhu vy, mic dd tay chinh té lich thiép, dén ci dong tac bung tach tra ma ciing vo ciing nha nhin, Hodc
Canh Nghi ngdi mot bén, im ling nhin qua ho, trén mit thodng qua nét cudi, dudng nhu cdm thiy tinh
huéng truée mét rat tha vi.

Khéng biét qua bao lau, cudi cing Tham Trimg méi dinh than lai, nhan ra ban than that 1&, voi vang cit
tiéng chao: “Xin chao, Hoac tién sinh.”

Anh mét sic bén ctia dbi phuong quan sét cAu mot lugt, ngay vao lic Tham Trimg cho ring dbi phuong
mubn 1ay ra td chi phiéu dé tréng, thi Hofc tién sinh lai bat ngd néi: “Qua day.”

Tham Trimg nghe 16i di dén truée mit d6i phuong.

“Cham tra.”

Tham Tritng mang theo tAm trang nom ndp lo s¢ nhac 4m tra lén rét cho d6i phuong.
“Ngbi xubng.”

Tham Tring voi vang ngdi xudng mot bén, tu thé cung kinh dung thing lung.

Hoéc tién sinh vAn chim cht nhin cdu nhu truée, hoi lau sau, méi udng téch tra do ciu roét.
“Cau nghe 16i qué ta?” Hoac Canh Dung nhin mit néi.

Tham Trimg khong phan béc, chi ding guong mit cing thing nhin Hodc tién sinh, doi hanh déng tiép theo
ctia d6i phuong.

Hoéc tién sinh uéng hét tach tra, khong mang theo bat cit cdm xic gi ma nhin ciu, cubi cling mé miéng néi:
“T6i khong lam mAy chuyén khong c6 10i, Canh Than mudn hity hén ciing khong thanh van dé, nhung né
phéi nghi cach bt dip thiét hai phat sinh, con may chuyén khic méy dta tu xit”

Tham Trimg thiy ngac nhién v6 cling.

Chi phiéu dé tréng dau? Ca uy hiép hay du dé nita? Khong c6 may thit nay a?

“Chtic mimg cau bude vio tran doanh nha tui t6i?” Hodc Canh Dung ngdi mot bén néi bang vé de doa thay
6, “Tit nay vé sau cau cling trd thanh phan tu bi anh t6i quan thic.”

“Khéng c6 chi phiéu dé tréng . 2 Tham Tring thi thao, ké dé méi hau tri hau gidc phat hién bén than
da néi ra nhu’ng 16i trong dau mic khic bén ngu’dl dan 6ng ho Hodc déu rat &n ¥ cing nhin ve phia céu,

dung anh mat ¢b quéi quan sat cau, 1ap titc xau ho guc dau xubng, qua that c6 cdm tudng mudn dap dau
chét cho 16i.
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Dudng nhu Hodéc tién sinh hoan toan khéng tai nao hiéu néi cdch nghi ciia cdu, nhiu may néi: “So véi chi
phiéu dé tréng, thi khong phai ngudi cé trong tay chi phiéu tréng ding gid hon sao? Cau tudi con tré, ma
dén ca chuyén nay ciing khong 16 a.”

Bé&i vi mét phit that than ma cdu nhd mom, Tham Trimg roi vao thé bé tic ma trude nay chua timg ¢, ci
khudén mit nhu bde chdy, khong néi duge mot chit. Hode Canh Than khong néi gi, biéu hién nhu dang cb
nhin cusi, Hodc Canh Nghi ngdi mot bén thi bay ra nu cudi dat dao himg thi, trong khi Hofic Canh Dung
ding 4nh mét khién trach ludm cdu mot phat.

Cau dtng hinh ngay tai chd, vita quan vita hodng, may ngudi dua mat nhin nhau, cudi ciing van 1a Hofc
Canh Dung khong biét tit ddu méc ra tap chi phiéu, ky tén déng dau xé ra, ké dé dua cho ciu, néi bang
thai do chi tiéc rén sat khong thanh thép: “Cho cdu, ngoan ngoan nhan lay, sau nay ditng c6 nhic lai may
c4i vu nhu chi phiéu tréng, sé bi ngudi khéc cudi cho day, ding lam méat mst ca nha.”

Tham Tring nguong ngiing cam td chi phiéu, chi cdm thidy mau gidy moéng te nay cit nhu cii khoai béng tay,
c4 cam ciing cam khong chéc.

Hoac Canh Nghi nhoén miéng cudi, hiia theo khuyén bao: “Nhan di, ¢t xem nhu sinh 18

Tham Tritng ctng hong.

Ho phét trién dén giai doan ban chuyén hon su tir lic nao vay? Céi nay hinh nhu hoi bi nhanh qué thé rdi,
khong phai ho chi méi bat dau qua lai thoi sao! Cau nhin vé phia Hoac Canh Than, déi phuong hoan toan
khong c¢6 ¥ phan béc, trai lai ung dung ra hiéu t6 ¥ cdu hay cat o chi phiéu vao, Tham Trimg budc long
phai nhan 14y, déng thoi ha quyét tAm ca doi nay sé khong bao gid dung dén né, dé tranh ban than mdi lan
nhé dén chuyén nay lai ding trao cam xdc mudn dap dau chét cho roi.

Két qua dén cudi ciing, Hoic Canh Than khong cich nio thuc hién nguyén vong theo cdu di Nhat, ngudce
lai bi Hodic tién sinh cudng ché giit lai, tiép tuc ddm nhiém chiic vu hién thoi & céng ty, chi c6 thé danh ra
mAy ngay trong thang bay dén Nhat tham Tham Tring, dong thoi Tham Trimg cling sé danh ra may ngay
dé vé nude, xem nhu duy tri hinh thtc yéu xa.

Tuy thoi gian hai ngudi gap mat thi it chia xa thi nhiéu, nhung tinh cam khéng vi khoang céch khéng gian
va thoi gian ma tré nén nhat nhéo, ngoai trit tir tit thau hiéu nhau hon, thi do co héi gip mét khong nhiéu,
nén trai lai hai ngudi cit luén nhu trong giai doan tinh yéu ndng chay, Hoic Canh Dung thuong hay lay né
ra lam tro cuoi.

Vao mét budi trua troi trong ning dep.
M4&y bay vita ha canh, Tham Tritng kéo hanh 1y di ra san bay.

Anh néng budi trua hé luén chéi mit, Thadm Trimg hip m&t, ma ngudi dimg cdch d6 khong xa sau khi nhin
thdy cdu, trén mit toat lén y cudi nhu ¢ nhu khéng, gibng nhu khong hé dé ¥y viéc minh phéi dimg doi
trong thoi gian dai. Tham Trimg cam gidc trai tim dang dong binh bich, gp rit chay vé phia di phuong.

Day khong phai két thic, ma chi 14 mot bit dau méi.

21. Chuong 21: Pnl

Dém giao thita doan vién
Sép dén tét am lich.

Tham Trimg vita tit nudc ngoai tré vé xach theo hanh 1y di vao phong khich Hodc trach, nhin thiy béng
ngudi than thudc, dang dinh di qua ém ddi phuong tit sau lung, thi ai dé d6i phuong ding lic xoay lung
lai, Tham Trimg dtng hinh. D6 1a Hofc tién sinh — cha ctia Hodc Canh Than, khéng phai Hodc Canh Than,
khong chi méi guong mét, ngay ca dang ngudi clia ho ciing sém sém nhau, Tham Trimg mot mit cAm thay
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may mén ban than da khéng 16 mang chay lai 6m, khong thi da tao thanh tinh trang xdu hé cho ca hai bén
rdi, moét mat cd t6 ra 1& phép chao éng: “Xin chao, Hoac tién sinh.”

Déi phuong nhin luét qua ciu, im ling gat dau té ¥ dap lai.

Sép dén giao thita, trudng ctia Tham Trimg cho nghi xudn, vi viy cau quyét dinh vé nuée cting Hodc Canh
Than dén ndm mdéi. Vily do bai v8, cong thém dao gan day coéng viéc ciia Hodc Canh Than khé ban ron,
nén da mot thai gian roi ho khong gip nhau, Tham Tring mang theo hung phan dao dat vé nude, nao ngd
ngudi dau tién cAu gip trong Hodc trach lai 13 Hofic tién sinh.

Cau ting nghe Hofic Canh Than néi, gan nhat Hodc tién sinh vita ly hén v6i ngusi vo thit ndm, hién gic
dang 14 ngudi don than, khong ngd Hoac tién sinh lai dot ngét vé nudc vao lic nay, doan chimg c¢é du dinh
mung nam mdéi trong nude.

Tt sau khi bat dau qua lai v6i Hoic Canh Than, Tham Trimg cé thinh thoang gip Hodc tién sinh déi ba
lan, méi lan déu cé thém nhiing ngudi khéac, c6 Hodc Canh Nghi nhin thau long ngusi va Hoic Canh Dung
luén luén tim nham chi dé, nén Tham Tring méi c¢6 thé binh an vé su han huyén mot sb it chuyén trén troi
dudi dat v6i Hodce tién sinh, nhung hién gio trong phong khéch chi ¢é hai ngudi ho, xoay ngudi di thi lai qua
vo 1&, nhung cdu that su khong biét néi gi.

Vi vy Tham Tritng mang theo tdm trang nom ndép lo sg, nghiém chinh ngdi xubéng s6 pha, vao lic cau cho
rang c6 1é ban than nén chi dong tim dé tai, khong thé xem trudng bdi nhu khong khi duge, chot nghe Hodc
tién sinh dung ngit diéu déu déu ra lénh: “Qua day.”

Tham Tritng ngay ra, d6i phuong hoi nghiéng mat ra hiéu, cdu voi vang dén ngdi trude mit dbi phuong, trén
ban c¢6 bay mét ban cd, da choi duge hon nita van, Hodc tién sinh van kiém 15i truée sau nhu mot, khong
néi gi, can than dit xudng mot con cd, tiép theo rit tay lai, Tham Trimg ngd ra déi phuong mudn choi cd
v6i cau, lap tiic cdm thiy xau hd cliing cuc, bdi réi néi: “Xin . . . . Xin 161, Hodc tién sinh, con khong biét
choi ¢cG vay.”

Hoéc tién sinh nhiu may.
. ... Ong gian?

Tham Tritng cam thiy hoi hodng, dang nghi cich cttu van, thi chgt nghe thdy cé ngudi 3 mot bén nhe giong
néi: “Khong biét choi cd cling khong sao, t6i choi thay cAu. Cau di chuan bi tra banh duge khong?”

Hodc Canh Nghi tit ngoai buéc vio, trén mat mang theo ¥ cudi nha nhin, déi m&t sau cip kinh hei hip lai.
Tham Tring lap titc thd phao mot hoi, xong lai dé dit trong sang Hodc tién sinh, phat hién ddi phuong
khong c6 ¥ phan dbi, voi vang diing day khoéi chd ngdi, e dé nédi: “Vay con dén phong bép chuan bi miy
moén.”

“U, lam phién ciu nha.” Hodc Canh Nghi than mat cudi véi cau, “Toi mudn udng ca phé, cau cé thé chuin
bi tit tit, khéng can phai gap.”

Lai ctia db6i phuong khong can nghi ngd 1a dang c¢b gitp cau giai vAy, Tham Trimg cam kich gt dau, ding
day lan di, théng qua hanh lang dai, di dén phong bép, mé tii lanh kiém tra xem c6 gi nau dugc, rdi méi
bat tay lam.

Céu gip Hodc tién sinh may lan, thiy déi phuong luén luén ubng tra, dudng nhu khong cé cam tinh véi ca
phé cho lam. Tuy Hoac Canh Nghi khong ngai cdu ré ra, nhung ban than cdu khéng ddm nhay, cAn nhac
dén s6 thich ctia ho, xong chuan bi mét s mén cé ngot 1an man ciing ca phé va tra néng roéi lap tiic bung
tré lai phong khéch.

Céu bude vao phong khach, khéo sao ngay lic Hodc tién sinh dua mit nhin lén, 4nh mit vén nghiém tic
lai nhw bi hiut ngay ttc thi, dudng nhin dinh chat trén ngudsi cau.

Tham Tring thodng gidt minh, nhe tay nhe chan dit mam xudng, hoang mang nhin lai ngudi cau, nhat thoi
hoéa da.

Cau dang mic mot céai tap deé, 1a do cidu muon tam ciia ngudi hau trong Hodc gia, t& hon hét dé lai 1a tap
dé danh cho nit, mau sic kha hudng phan, Tham Trimg thi khong dé bung, vén dinh trude khi ra khoi bép
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sé cbi ra, chiang qua do diu 6c dang lo nghi vu vo, nén quén méit tiéu, ctt thé di ra ngoai.

“A caindy . . . . Cai nay khong phai ctia con . . . . cAu ndi ning c6 phan 16n xén, voi va cdi tap dé ra
Y 0 v gt v 0 b

tén cong vo ich dé thanh minh: “Chi 14 muon tam . . . 7
“Ping khan truong” Hoac Canh Nghi mim cudi, “Rat hgp véi cau nha.”

Tham Trimg lai cang bdi réi hon, 4nh mit Hodc tién sinh cudi cing cing doi di, nhung khong c6 bat ct ¥
kién gi vé cau binh ludn “Réit hop” ctia Hoac Canh Nghi, chi todt ra vé tram tu, Tham Tritng guong gao dé
tap dé xubng mot bén, c¢b 14i sang chuyén khic, “Con chuan bi mot it tra banh, néu khéng ngai, hai ngusi
thit xem.”

Ho#c Canh Nghi cling khong tiép tuc nfu liy chii dé nay, chi mim cudi, quay qua néi v6i cha: “Tham Tring
da néi vay roi, khong bang cha thit xem mui vi thé nao?”

Hoéc tién sinh nhin thodng qua hai ngudi ho, khong t6 thai do gi, cAm mot miéng sandwich ¢4 hdi hun khéi
phé mai lén &n, van 14 guong mit v cAm nhu cii, dudng nhu khéng thiy ngon, ciing ché thay dd, co hod
khéng c6 cadm gidc gi voi mii vi clia mén &n, ¢t chi thi lai khd nha nhan, dén c& déng tac nhai nudt thitc an
cling toat lén phong pham quy toc.

Chéc do Hodc Canh Nghi da nhin quen cinh nay, nén khéng cam thdy cé gi la, tu nhién béc mot cai banh
caramen 1én dn, tham chi con vita &n vita thanh that tin duong tay nghé ctia Tham Trimg.

Céu thay kha ciing thang, dil sao day cling 13 1an dau tién cdu dich than niu cho Hodc tién sinh &n, nhung
dén tan lic 8n hét miéng sandwich Hofic tién sinh vAn khong c6 ¥ kién gi, cdu khé tranh khoi cdm thiy thip
thém lo 4u. Hoi lau sau, Hofic tién sinh méi dé y thiy Tham Tring con dang dimg ngdy ra mot bén, lanh
dam héi mot cau: “Con ditng d6 lam gi?”

Tham Trimg thodng gidt minh, gan nhu 13 bdi rdi, Hodc Canh Nghi ngdi bén canh bat cudi: “Y éng 13 cau
c6 thé ngdi xudng, khong can dimg chiu phat & d6.” quay dau lai, cat 15i tréu gheo éng cha mit nghiém cta
minh: “Cha ditng dit viy chit, lam cdu 4y sd, anh hai s& mat htmg cho coi.”

Ho#c tién sinh vAn cdi mit vo cdm, lia mit nhin ciu, Tham Trimg vo thitc n6éi: “Con con con con ngdi
xubng day . . .

“Ta rat dit?” gidy sau, déi phuong héi mot cau cut ngiin.

“Khéng, khéng ¢c6  DPuong nhién khéng rdi!” Tham Trimg nhanh chéng phti nhéan.

Hoéc tién sinh titc khic nhin sang Hodc Canh Nghi, Hodc Canh Nghi chi nhtn nhin vai, khong tiép tuc dé
tai r6i hoi nay, nhin thé cudc cd ban cd, thuin tay dit xuéng mot con cd, khong chit né mit néi: “Puge
rdi, con nghi cha nén nhan thua 1 vita, cha gia. Con khong cadm thiy cha con c6 hi vong chién thang, dicu
nay ca hai ta déu r6 nha.”

Hoéc tién sinh chau may, nhidp ngum tra néng, khong tinh nguyén néi: “Cha thua.”

Tham Tritng ngdi mot bén xem khong hicu thé cd, con chua kip néi gi, phia sau da truyeén dén tiéng buéce
chan don dap, mot giong néi quen thudc tit phia sau vong dén, “Moi ngudi dang lam gi & day?” giong noi
kia thoing khung lai, ngd ngg néi: “Tham Trimg? Sao ciu & day? T6i tudng chuyén bay ciia cau t6i méi
t6icha. .. "

Cau quay dau lai, nhin thiy ngudi ban da lau khéng gip, bén nhoén miéng cudi, “Da lau khong gap, Canh
Dung.”

Hodc Canh Dung ludm cidu mét phat, “Cau ciing biét da lau khong gip Dot trude lic cau ve, ching ta
tham chi chi &n chung mét bita com, td6i cuge cdu cd ban khong rdi phong anh t6i 14y nita bude.” cau vira
néi vita nhén lay moét miéng banh caramen, bé vao miéng nhai, may gidy sau dm & néi: “Him, xem ra ciu
tén thoi gian dai dé di du hoc ciing khong phai uéng phi.”

Tham Tritng cadm thay hoi titc cudi, lai cé chit xau ho.

Nhitng gi Hodc Canh Dung néi l1a su that, may tuan trude cau hiém 18m méi dude vai ngay nghi, ben voi va
dit vé may bay tré vé, do da lau khong gip, Hoac Canh Than thdi thai khac khac déu khéng mudn xa ciu,
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dén sau, cau tham chi chi c6 thé rat ra thoi gian mot bita t6i dé gip mit Hodc Canh Dung, hau hét thoi
gian con lai déu & trong phong ctia Hoac Canh Than.

Khong phai ho danh hét tat ca thoi gian dé 18n trén giudng, ching qua, Hodc Canh Than muébn c6 thdi gian
riéng tu véi ngudi yéu, ma Tham Trimg cling thé, moi chuyén déu bi Hodc Canh Dung séng chung trong
mot nha nhin thiy hét, néi vay ciing hop tinh hop 1y.

Tham Tring khong phan bac, quyét dinh chuyén huéng cau chuyén, doi di su chid ¥ ciia ddi phuong, “Cau
tit chd anh Chung vé a?”

Hoéc Canh Dung hiém khi ban than, dudng nhu khé e dé lia mit nhin trom Hoac tién sinh, giong diéu buc
boéi thay ré: “Thi sao?”

“Khéng c6 gi.” Tham Tritng c¢d nhin cudi, té ra nghiém trang néi: “Chi 1a t6i cdm thay, hai ngudi c6 thé tré
thanh ban be, that sy rat hiém thay.”

“Ai 1a ban véi anh tal” ngoai mit Hodc Canh Dung khéng dude tu nhién, giéng nhu toan than ron da g,
nhan tit may, voi vang phiii sach quan hé, “Chi 14 quan hé vé mat céng viée, néu khong chang 1& anh ta cit
kéo dai thai gian diéu dudng phuc hoi chitc ning, thi b6 phim nay ciing phai tha theo dén mét hai nim a.”

Hoéc tién sinh 1ing nghe ho tro chuyén, nhanh chéng bit duge trong tAm cAu chuyén, ha thip giong néi:
“Anh Chung?”

Hodc Canh Nghi cudi cusi, khong chit do du giai thich cho cha nghe, “Chinh 1a ngudi 14i xe liic Canh Dung
gap tai nan xe c¢0, con nhé hinh nhu tén Chung ”

“Ping néi nita, moi ngudi nhic téi tén dé lam gi!” Hodc Canh Dung t6 vé nén néng, gibng nhu khong chiu
duge nita.

“Néu chi 1a ban be, sao phai so ngudi khac néi” Hodc tién sinh nhin dita con nhé nhat ctia 6ng, nhu c6 diéu
suy tu.

Tham Tring thiy Hofic Canh Dung sép xu 16ng giéng con méo bi dAm tring dudi, bén voi vang giai vy,
“Con ciing quen anh Chung, ngudi nay khong té. N6i vAy, moi ngudi sip chudn bi bat dau quay phim lai a7
T6i nhé hinh nhu d6 14 mot bd phim dang hoi ky, khong biét chimg nao céng chiéu?”

“Thai gian con chua xdc dinh” néi dén cong viée, vé mat tu nhién lic trude ctia Hoac Canh Dung rit xudng
nhu thiy triéu, tdm trang cing theo chiéu huéng binh tinh lai, tham chi con toat lén su hing hai khé thé
che gidu, “Hién gio xem nhu hoan thanh mét phan rdi, sang nidm quay nét may canh bé sung, ké d6 sé bude
vao giai doan hau ky, udc chiing gitta nam hay cudi ndm sau sé cong chiéu.”

“Vay khong phai rat tuyét a” Tham Trimg mim cudi, “T6i rat chd mong dién xuit ctia cau.”
“Téi cha trong mong cau cé thé nhan ra né hay & chd nao, ciu mua cai vé gép phan cong hién cho doanh
thu phong vé 1a du 1am rdi” Hodc Canh Dung cha hé cdm kich xi mot tiéng 16 to, con mat ddo qua ban,

nhu chot nhé ra diéu gi, kich dong néi: “Khéng phai miing ndm mdi 4, choi ¢d vy lam quéi gi, mat chugt,
mat chuot di!”

Lbi ban mat chude ra, Tham Tritng cling ba ngudi kia ngdi xuéng, Hodc Canh Nghi chia déu tién cuge cho
moi ngudi, bat dau choi mat chugt.

Tuy Tham Trig biét choi, nhung k¥ thudt 1dn van khi déu khong t6t, mién cudng xem nhu vt lam nén,
con Hoac Canh Dung ciing chang t6t dep gi hon cdu, c6 vé day that chat 1a cudc tranh tai cao thip ctla
Hoéc Canh Nghi cting Hodic tién sinh, kiéu nhu kéo dai thang bai clia van cd viy ban nay, hai nguoi déu rat
tap trung, sau mot lan Hodc Canh Nghi lai tiép tuc 1, mit Hofc tién sinh rét cudc t6i sam hét miic ¢ thé.
Hoéc Canh Dung nhin cha minh réi nhin anh ba minh, khéng thém gidm am luong, ma truc tiép néi véi
Tham Tring: “Ho lai nita 16i.”

“Lai nita 16i?” Tham Trimg ngd ra.

Phai may phiit sau, Tham Tritng méi ngd ra ¥ nghi clia cdu néi d6. Hoac Canh Nghi quyét tam phai thang
Hoac tién sinh, nhung d6i v6i Hoic Canh Dung va Tham Trimg thi lai rdt rong rai, hoan toan quang qua
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mot bén, thinh thodng tha bai ding lic, dudi long tét giip d6 clia anh, dén ca ngudi k§ thuit danh bai
khong gioi nhu Tham Trimg ciing U duge miy van, khéng dén miic thua sach sanh sanh, tinh ra, tién cuge
ctia Hoac tién sinh cang ngay cang voi.

“Ho lc ndo ciing vay a?” thita dip Hodc tién sinh r&i chd ngdi, Tham Trimg nhé giong héi.

“Anh ba téi rat giéi choi my tht nay, tit ¢ Tay ¢ vAy dén mat chuge déu rat 16i hai” Hofic Canh Dung
ha thap giong tra 15i: “Vé phan Hodc tién sinh . . . . Tuy rang 6ng cao tudi, nhung van hiao thang thé do,
mdi lan déu thua tham hai” cdu lic dau, bay ra biéu hién khong nd long chiing kién.

Déanh dén cudi cliing, gibng y nhu du doén ciia Hoac Canh Dung, Ho#c Canh Nghi khong ngoai ¥ mudn git
duge thu hoach 16n danh toan thing, Tham Trimg cting Hodc Canh Dung con lai it tién cuge, con Hoéc tién
sinh thi thua hét sach, nhung trong lic choi mat chuge, Tham Trimg bét duge chit manh mébi.

Tuy dbi choi gay git, nhung tinh cAm gitta hai cha con nay khong té, trai lai con rat t6t, nén méi chip nhét
thang bai nhu vAy, hai bén déu khéng nhudng nhin nhau, tuy rang trén thuc té khong c6 kha ning do bén
thua dang nhugng b6, nhung diéu d6 khéng lam anh hudng dén tinh cadm ciia ho, vao trube gid com, hai
ngudi ho tham chi con di cling nhau ra ban céng hit thubc.

Truée gis com, Hoic Canh Than tré ve.

Tham Trimg dang chuan bi d6 &n thi bi déi phuong 6m tit sau lung, con chua kip diy ra, sau gay da bi in
xuéng nhitng nu hén néng béng, ho hap ctia Tham Trimg tré nén gip gap, lai dung ting ddi phuong trong
gidy lat, méi lau di nuét bot viuong bén khée moi, ddy Hodc Canh Than ra, mang theo chit titc cudi néi:
“Anh doi mot chit, em con dang chuan bi com.”

“Néu doi theo 16i em, thi c6 uu dai gi?” Hoic Canh Than kiém ché rat lai canh tay dang 6m cdu, 4nh mét
lai anh 1én tia néng khac thuong.

Tham Trimg that su bé tay, budc 1ong phai vat 6¢ suy nghi.

Tit ltic bat dau yéu nhau, ciu phat hién ra trén thuc té Hodc Canh Than khong hé chin chdn nhu trong
tudng tuong ctia cdu, tinh cich ciing khong rong lugng, von 1a hinh tuong diu dang déng tin lai hoan toan
sup d6 ngay trong mot ngdy, tuy rang bo mit 1& do6 tiét ché cling 14 mot phan ctia Hodc Canh Than, nhung
hién nhién dé khéng phéi 13 mét phan mang tinh chét riéng tu.

Péi phuong sé ¢6 lic hon ddi nhu con nit, thinh thodng ciing sé tc hiép cdu mot cach tan dc, duong nhién
duc vong khéng ché cing chiém hitu thi mién ban rdi, vao mot 1an hen ho nao diy, Tham Tring bi ngusi
qua dudng lai gan bit chuyén, thé 13 ngay trong hém dé anh chuan bi nhan bit Tham Trimg phai deo vao,
v6i danh nghia t6t dep 13 phong dao hoa, ma sau mdi lan gip mit Hodc Canh Than, trén ngudi Tham Trimg
sé luu lai khong it ddu hon, 6 lic con ¢b tinh hon 1én ¢6, khién cdu khong cach nao ding quan 4o va phu
kién che lai, qua théat khién nguoi khac khéc dé méu dé.

Cau nghi di nghi lai, cudi ciing ké sit bén tai Hofic CaAnh Than nhé giong thi thi, Hodc Canh Than duong
nhién rat hai long véi cai cich cdu chin anh lai, § trén mit cdu hon thém may cai, lai vita 6m vita co, bdng
th6t ra mot cAu: “Anh rat nhé em.”

R6 rang 1a dan 6ng truéng thanh hon ba muoi tudi dau, lai néi ra nhitng cau nhu thé dang lam niing, Hodc
Céanh Than con hoan toan khéng vi thé ma lay lam xau hé, thai do than nhién dén gan nhu khong kiéng
de nay rat dang yéu nha. Tham Trig nhin theo béng lung ddi phuong r6i khoi bép, bat gidc nhoén miéng
CUGi.

Dém 30, ngoai ban tiéc duge dau bép chuan bi sdn, Tham Trimg ciing chuan bi thém mot s6 mén, nim
nguci quay quan dung bita, ¢6 1€ nhitng ngusi nay khéng thudéng dén giao thua cung nhau, nén khoéng c6
tro gi dic sdc dé giét thoi gian, in com xong con phai dén giao thita, viy nén quyét dinh tiép tuc choi mat
chugc.

Lan nay Tham Trimg khong tham gia, chi ngodi bén canh Hofic Canh Than, thinh thoing nhé giong rii ri
vao tai nhau, tay hai ngudi dé dusi mit ban van luén nim lay nhau, chua mot phit roi xa.

Bau khong khi doan vién mimg nim mdéi kiéu nay, da lau l&m roi Thadm Trimg chua duge cdm nhén.
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Thud nhd cha me cdu bat hoa, dit ¢c6 ming nam mdi ciing chi don gidn 14 ba ngudi ngdi chung, an thic an
dém giao thita trong bau khong khi tén trong ma xa céich, sau d6 cha sé& ra ngoai choi mat chuge, me thi
giam minh trong phong, Tham Trimg lGi théi mét minh, xem chuong trinh mimg ndm mdéi véi bau khong
khi twoi vui trén TV, cudi cting quyét dinh tat TV di ngti, mot ndm rdi mot nam cit binh ling nbi dudi nhau
ma qua.

Tuy bau khong khi mimg ndm méi ctia Hodc gia khong thé néi 1a hao hing, nhung cdm gidc mot nha doan
vién thé nay lai khién ngudi ta quyén luyén, tham chi cé thé nhd vao sy A&m 4p nay ma thu thai tinh than
. . . . Dt khéng phai mét phan tit chinh thitc ctia Hodc gia, nhung ho khéng dbi dai véi Tham Trimg nhu
ngudi ngoai.

Théi d6 ctia Hoic Canh Nghi tuy khéch sdo nhung khong xa cach, Hoic Canh Dung thi khéi néi, tham chi
con hat ham sai bdo cdu di chuan bi hat dua hat dé rdi dd udng, Hodc tién sinh thinh thodng sé liéc nhin
ho, nhung chua ting vi cdu va Hodc Canh Than biéu 16 thin mat ma t6 ra chan ghét, duong nhién ciing
ching dic biét vui vé gi, chi nhu dang nhin mét déi tinh nhan c¢6 thé b&t gip & bat cit dau, van chua bidu
hién bat cit su quan tam dic biét hay mot anh mét khac thudng nao, diéu iy khién Tham Trimg cAm thay
biét on vo van.

Dt khéng cé kha nang két hon, nhung quan hé ctia ho da dugce gia dinh chap thuan, day 1a su that khong
thé nghi ngd, ma Tham Trimg van ludén vi viy ma cidm thay biét on long khoan dung ctia ho. Téi nita dém,
Hoéc tién sinh lai thua gan hét tién cuge, Hodc Canh Dung nhu chdt nhé ra céi gi, néi véi Hodc tién sinh:
“Prng rdi, Tham Tring van chua duge ba muoci tudi.”

Tham Trimg ngéy ra, khong hiéu tai sao anh lai nhic dén chuyén dé.
Hoéc tién sinh binh tinh liéc nhin cau, “Con c6 thé goi ta la cha.”
“Da?” Tham Trimg ngdy ra nhu phdng.

“Mau goi” Hodc Canh Dung khéng nhin duge lén tiéng nhic nhd cau.

Tham Trimg chua kip dinh than lai, ¢t thé may méc goi mot tiéng “cha”, Hodc tién sinh nghe ciu goi thi
c6 vé ngudi di, tit trong tii lay ra thit gi day dua cho cdu. Tham Trimg voi vang nhan lay, nhin so qua bén
trong phong bi mau dé, phat hién 14 mét xap tién, méi nhan ra day 13 tién 1i xi.

“Cai nay 7 Tham Tring cam thay c6 hong kho khéc, nhu bi vat gi chén ngang, dén ca ho hap ciing trac
trd, “Con, con khoéng thé nhan.”

“Sao khong thé nhan?” Hodc Canh Dung titc gidn méng: “Céu b6t tu cho 1a ding di, khéng phai chi méi
minh cdu dudc cho, trong nha ching ta ai ma dudi ba muoi tudi déu dude cho ca théi” cau néi xong, lién
chiic mdt cAu mimg nim méi cho c6 1¢, xde tay nhan bao i xi tit cha, bao Ii xi vita dén tay lap titc méc ra
dém ngay.

Ho#c tién sinh nhin cau, sau mot gidy, méi dung giong déu déu dé noi: “Cho con, chinh la ctia con.” Ong
nghi nghi, r6i lai than nhién néi: “Mén tra chi¢u khong té. C6 diéu lan sau dimg chuan bi d6 ngot, ta khong
thich.”

Tham Trimg da hoan toan khong néi thanh 16i, ddy long diy lén con chua x6t, hd miéng, dén cudi cung chi
c6 thé bat ra mot cAu néi tam thuong nhat tit ¢6 hong, “Cam on.”

Cau cti dau, bdng cadm thiy vo cliing thu thai, nhiing gi ban than cidu khéng dat dudc trong qué khi, gio
day da nhan lai dugc tron ven trong miy cAu néi ngan gon ctia Hofc tién sinh cling 4nh mat day thién ¥
clia moi ngudi, cau timg mat di mot sb thit cii, nhung lai dat duge mot sd thit méi, chua ting ¢6 ai danh
cho cau nhiéu dén vay, khong chi tinh cdm, ma trén hét chinh 13 su quan tdm sin séc . . . . Hét thay moi
thit déu dén tir chinh ngudi dan 6ng dang ngdi bén canh ciu.

“Cung hi phat tai.”

Ho#c Canh Than mim cudi, siét chit ban tay dang run rdy ¢ dudi ban ciia Tham Trimg.
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